ONE IN TEN 4 998 ton 1 18-24, 1998 ¢ BOSTON’S LARGEST WEEKLY @ FIVE SECTIONS @ $1.50 
" p 10 moments i ae 
— - See ee nts in sex 60 YEARS 
; - HORNS OL eee. | OF JAZZ 

| THE BOSTON Mi ik ios | asl Z 


“)| ALANIS (4s 
(> |morIsserte. jl 


Hollywood is tet 
set to relea ; 
seni ; se its versi 
ides tem aa S devastated Wahaith. a 
oo Y, who’s covered the ste 
years, looks beyond the he. “ 


BY OUTWARD APPEARANC ES. Anne Anderson is ready 
for Christmas. In one corner of her living room is a brightly 
decorated tree. Scattered throughout are figurines that might 
have gathered for the finale of A Christmas Carol. And 
attached to the side of a bookcase is a jolly drawing of Santa 
Claus. “Merry Christmas to all of the Andersons, » reads the 
childish scrawl over Santa’s head. 

Anderson does the best she can to keep the Christmas 
spirit alive for her two children and six orandchildren. But 
it’s just about all she can bear. 

The drawing of Santa Claus, you see, was the. 
handiwork of her third and youngest child, Jimmy. He was 
diagnosed with leukemia in 1972, when he was three and a 
half. His illness was caused, she believes, by contaminated — 
drinking water, poisoned by corporations that have never 
truly been brought to justice. In January 1981, just a few 
weeks after Christmas, Jimmy died. 
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continued on page 20 
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‘We've lost the idea that being a Renaissance person is being an educated person. In all this 
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push to get back to basics, we lost the idea that you need to know everything.’ 
Kathy Tosolini, Boston Public Schools official, Styles, page 4 





COVER STORY 
TOXIC LEGACY 


In News, page 20 


Amid much glamour and hype, A Civil Action will 
premiere in Boston on January 6. Dan Kennedy, who 
covered the Woburn toxic-waste case, revisits the town 
and the families affected by the catastrophe. 











in styles 


Learning arts, page 4 


A new Boston high school is molding arts students from 
raw material. Sometimes really raw. Alicia Potter reports 
on an educational experiment in our midst. 


Also: In “Urban Buy,” Rachel O'Malley finds some 
strange things to ornament her life; in “Out There,” 
Todd Pitock greets holiday cards with less than good 
cheer; in “Dining Out,” Stephen Heuser checks out No. 9 Park; in “On the Cheap,” 
Jason Weinzimer snacks on cheap pizza in the expensive South End; in “Noshing,” 
Theresa Regli savors Belgian chocolate; and in “Uncorked,” Thor Iverson picks a wine 
list for your holiday dinner. Plus, Moon Signs, the Straight Dope, the Puzzle, and our 
ever-handy Dining Guide. 


in arts 


Hard boppin’: The Blue Note years, page 14 


On the cover, John Coltrane and Lee Morgan talk things 
over at the historic Blue Train sessions — just one slice 
of the massive anthology The Blue Note Years. By Jon 
Garelick. 


Also: Pctcr Keough likes Danny Boyle’s Mr. Wroe’s 
Virgins, and also gives a thumbs-up to You've Got Mail; 
Carolyn Clay checks out Trinity Rep’s St. Joan; Robert David Sullivan welcomes Rick 

* Schroder to NYPD Blue and confirms that, yes, this TV season really does suck; Michacl 
Freedberg explores the French side of Alanis Morissette and Celine Dion; and Lloyd 
Schwartz checks out a week of visiting conductors at the BSO and pays tribute to the late, 
great Maria Callas. 


one in ten 


The year in review: Neil Milicr on politics, Michacl Bronski on interesting film characters, 
Robert David Sullivan on boring television characters, and Christopher Muther on the gay 
pop-music scene. Plus, Bronski reviews the year’s top 10 moments in queer sex. 


NEWS PHOTO BY MARILYN HUMPHRIES; STYLES PHOTO BY MARK OSTOW 











news 


Editorial 


The crisis in education is worse than anyone thought. @ 


Letters 
Tough teens, the debate over assisted suicide, and more. @ 


Loosely speaking 
Hillary Clinton for Massachusetts Senate? John Kerry for president? 
Plus, the Phoenix's own Jeopardy star. 6 


TJ 


Things heat up (again) in Somerville, the Boston housing market overheats, and more. 
Plus, the five whitest men of 1998. 8 


TALKING POLITics: The Cellucci shuffle by Michael Crowley 
The new governor finds jobs for old friends. Plus, John Kerry's latest odds, 
and political football on Beacon Hill. 10 


CITYSCAPE: Marital status by Sarah McNaught 
When Mayor Menino extended city health benefits to unmarried partners, Catholic 
activists took the issue to court. So far, they're winning. 14 


No kidding by Andy Levinsky 
Locally produced children’s shows have all but vanished — the unintended victims of 
good intentions. 19 


Toxic legacy by Dan Kennedy 
Behind — and beyond — the hype over A Civil Action: a reporter revisits 
the scene of the real Woburn tragedy. 20 


Phoenix Flashbacks 
The longevity of Seinfeld and the Clash; Christmas — a time for overspending and 
global warming; and other odds and ends from the Phoenix's past: 
Plus, David Sipress’s Reality Check. 3O "r=" 


online this week 


Some matcrial published in the Boston Phoenix is available online with hypertext annota- 
tions. Visit us at http://www.bostonphoenix.com/. 


next week 
In Styles, 1998: the year you didn’t carc about; in Arts, 1998: the ycar in arts. 
Plus, our First Night supplement. 
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Premium gourmet seafood 
and gifts delivered to your door. 
Visit our website or call our toll-free 
hotline for our latest catalog, 
récipes and preparation tips. 


/ Moll-free: 877-873-8000. 
“www.odysseyseafood.com ~~ 












Look for the Phoenix’s Guide to First Night 
in Next Week’s Issue! 
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EDITORIAL 


Caution: Armed with malicious misrepresentation 


of the Constitution. Extremely dangerous. Also 
sought: Any and all members of the House of 
Representatives who vote for impeachment. 






50926757664646 
GINGRICH, NEWT 


LETTERS 


We welcome responses from our readers. 
Letters should be typed (double-spaced) if pos- 
sible, and must include the writer’s name, ad- 
dress, and a telephone number where he or she 
can be reached during business hours for veri- 
fication. The writer’s name and position or 
town will be published, but these may be with- 
held for good reason. 

Letters may be mailed to the Boston 
Phoenix, 126 Brookline Avenue, Boston, MA 
02215; faxed to (617) 859-8201; or e-mailed 
to letters@phx.com or to staff writers’ e-mail 
addresses (e-mailed letters must include a 
telephone number for verification and a home- 
town). All letters are subject to editing for con- 
siderations of space, fairness, and clarity. 


TEENS ON THE T 


I live across from the Forest Hills T station, 
and was offended by the article “The Young 
Riders,” about Project On-Line [“Cityscape,” 
News, December 4]. | walk through the sta- 
tion every day and often see T police, despite 
the depiction of the station as a lawless 
gangsta’s paradise. The article implies that 
crime on the Orange Line is due to the large 
numbers of “inner-city high-school students,” 
but it seems that what these 
kids are really guilty of is 
hanging out and wearing 
Tommy Hilfiger. The cap- 
tion “Whose Turf?” sums 
up the real problem: 
racism. “Many teens use 
the Forest Hills T station 
as a place to meet up with 
friends, but adult [white] 
commuters are uneasy 
about the [black] kids 
milling around.” 

The article gives statis- 
tics for crime on the Or- 
ange Line but not for other branches, giv- 
ing the impression that riding the Orange 
Line is unsafe. Having police and school 
officials around to make sure the kids stay 
out of trouble sounds like a good idea. 
However, this doesn’t mean that the teens, 
the Orange Line, or the Forest Hills station 


are dangerous. 
Katie Shannon 
Jamaica Plain 


PRO-LIFE ON CAMPUS 


I’m impressed with “The Outsiders” 
[News, November 27]. It gave voice to a very 


43981662664646 
HYDE, HENRY 





RIDING THE RAILS: is the 


problem really racism? 


Wanted 
or treason 





legitimate philosophical position. I’m a 49- 
year-old Catholic, but it doesn’t seem that 
long ago that I was living in Amherst, Allston, 
and Harvard Square, going to antiwar 
demonstrations, tripping, and so on. I was 
deeply into Beat literature at one point, and 
read Shakespeare, Joyce, Faulkner, Henry 
Miller, Melville, Twain, Gertrude Stein, Ce- 
line, and Whitman. 

I have asked myself if | could be pro-choice 
and I have found a resistance deep within me 
that will not allow me to embrace this posi- 
tion. I just can’t intellectually or philosophi- 
cally accept it. I find it heartening that there 
are young people on campus who have the 
courage of holding beliefs that are against the 
prevailing orthodoxies. 

Frank Gibbons 
Seekonk 


ASSISTED SUICIDE 


As a thinking person I cannot conceive of 
disagreeing with your summation [“Final De- 
cision,” Editorial, News, December 4]. I am 
64 and have a living will, but I am terrified 
that it might be overlooked if I were in an ac- 
cident or unconscious 
for some reason. 

At the present time I 
am one of the millions 
in this country who do 
not have medical insur- 
ance: I work part-time, 
so am unqualified. 

However, it is my per- 
sonal belief that being 
uninsured may be more 
effective than having a 
living will. When I retire 
in a year | will be ona 
fixed income, and my 
rent (just under $400 per month) will take al- 
most 50 percent of my monthly income. I 
have serious reservations about spending the 
amount each month that Medicare will re- 
quire, and which — if used — will still leave 
me open to the other 25 percent of charges. 
Of course, at that annual income I will be eli- 
gible for some additional aid from the state, 
but my natural instinct is to avoid making it 
profitable to the medical system to treat me. 
If I were confident that I could be assured of 
finding a physician who was willing to ease 
along the inevitable — rather than seek to de- 
lay it — I would be a lot more comfortable in 
my mind. 


KRISTEN GULLAGE 


og 
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LIVINGSTON, BOB 
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STARR, KEN D. 


0983765199835 
DeLAY, TOM 


My mother died last year at almost 81; my 
aunt is still living at almost 90. I have intimate 
knowledge of the dearth of “quality time” en- 
joyed by women at such advanced ages! 

Gloria Eskew 
Via the Internet 


BUILDING A BETTER BARNICLE 


I happily admit that Mike Barnicle’s trea- 
cly, sentimental columns were some of the 
worst journalism to disgrace New England, 
but unlike most local columnists, Barnicle just 
as often got all of Boston’s weirdness and 
contradictions right, even if he did it from a 
six- or seven-figure home in Lincoln 
[“ ‘Body’ Language,” News, December 11]. 

The problem is that there is no one writing 
in Boston media with anything close to his 
feel for the city, however shopworn and out- 
dated. As a transplanted Dorchester native 
living in New York City, this is especially de- 
pressing. Since I began to read newspapers 
when I was 14, the Globe has sponsored 
some of the most mind-numbingly dull 
columnists in the country. 

So I'll give you Derrick Z. Jackson and Bri- 
an C. Mooney. Adrian Walker shows promise 
— who else in a Boston daily would write 
about Lawrence? — but I challenge you to 
name five or six better columnists in Boston 
than Barnicle at his best. Please try to con- 
vince me that Diane White hasn’t been as 
guilty of repeating herself as Barnicle ever 
was, or that reading Ellen Goodman or Eileen 
McNamara isn’t like waiting in a dentist’s of- 
fice with nothing to read but fabric catalogues. 

John Davis 
Via the Internet 


HOUSTON, WE HAVE 
A PROBLEM 


Regarding Matt Ashare’s review of Whit- 
ney Houston’s My Love Is Your Love [“Off 
the Record,” Arts, November 27]: Did I listen 
to the same CD as all these “music critics”? 
This album is Houston’s worst performance 
to date. While her voice is still strong and 
beautiful, it is my opinion that she should def- 
initely stick to more mature, mellower tunes. 
Her attempt at hip-hop is disastrous. As far 
as I’m concerned, there are only three songs 
worth listening to. I sincerely hope that Whit- 
ney will realize that once you have a good 
thing, you should stick to it. 

Donna Tomlinson-Smith 
Via the Internet 
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Starting December 17th, 
shopping for loved ones 
will be 25%-40% easier. 


-Kenneth Cole 





Holiday Sale 


Stop by Kenneth Cole & receive 25%-40% off select merchandise, 
starting December 17th. How’s that for holiday spirit? 


128 Newbury Street 617-867-0836 « Copley Place 617-867-9580 « The Mall at Chestnut Hill 617-630-1863 
WWW.KENCOLE.COM 1.800 KEN COLE 
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AEPUSHSTARS 


Capitol Recording Artists 


The Paradise 
NEW YEAR'S EVE December 31 


9pm Doors / 10pm Show 21+ Tickets $20* Adv. $25* D.0.S. 
ON SALE TODAY AT 3PM! 


ic icke ts available at the Paradise box office Mon-Sat 3-Bpm. Tickets also available at select Newbury Comics 
locations and Strawberries in Framingham. *An additional 
convenience charge will be paid to and retained by ticket 
company on purchase at outlets or by phone. Please note 
Date, times & ticket prices subject to change without notice. 






















with special guest 


Princes of Babylon 
December 28 


8pm Doors / 9pm Show 18+ 













279 Tremont St. 
Boston 





















Sat February 6 


6pm Doors / 6:30pm Show 18+ 


os SEY 


ENTERTAINMENT 


279 Tremont St. 
Boston 



























Tickets also available at BOSTIX and all Ticketmaster locations. Tickets 
available at the Roxy night of show only. Please note: dates 


& times subject to change without notice shaws 










PAT MCGEE BAND « BLUE DOGS 


St GOD STREET WINE _ 
SUSAN TEDESCHI 
EINSTURZENDE JE NEUBAUTEN 


IDAY JANUARY 8 


ACOUSTIC JUNCTION 
WINE FIELD 




























SECOND SHOW ADDED: 
WEDNESDAY JANUARY 200N SALE NOW! 





Visit The Paradise Website at biackstone-presents.com 
Tickets are available at Box Office and select Newbury Comics and Strawberries in shnaws 
Framingham. Box Office open Mon.-Sat. 3-6pm Geed Food Cases Les. 
967 Commonwealth Ave., Boston Concert Line: 562-8804 Box Office: 562-8800 


CALL (617) 423-NEXT 


the NEXT website is 













“just great f-ckin’ music” 


New Year’s Eve 
Thursday, December 31", 1998 


6 Bands, 2 Rooms, 1 Ticket $25 


Corey Glover 


(from Living Colour) 


The Gravel Pit 
The Pills 
Cheerleadr 
Ramona Silver 
Pistola 
*Champagne Toast ‘Continental Breakfast 


Celebrate 1999 in Boston 
Mama Kin & Mama Kin Music Hall 
36 Lansdowne Street 
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HH scuttlebutt has Ted Kennedy 
indeed running again in 2000, to 
keep his ample seat warm not for 
wife Vicki in 2006 (a rumor de- 
bunked in this space — see “Loosely 
Speaking,” December 4) 
ta da! — Hillary Clinton. As the no- 
tion goes, 
the First 
Martyr 
holds a 
warm place 
in her heart 
for her col- 
lege days at 
Wellesley 
and for the 
(political) 


, but for — 


AP/WIDE WORLD 


climes on 
the Vine- 


yard, to say 





nothing of 
her fear of 
the ultralib- 
eral void 
Ted’s retire- 
ment would leave. And, if both Uncle 
Joe and Papa Ted were absent from 
the Washington limelight, Rhode Is- 
land congressman Patrick Kennedy 
could step out of the shadows and 
become a force in 
his own right. 
Young Kennedy 
and Hillary are 
close. He escort- 
ed her to Central 
America in the 
wake of Hurri- 
cane Mitch, and 
he strenuously 
argued her hus- 
band’s case on 
Capitol Hill. 
Patrick’s people 
shrug off the theory (and, frankly, we 
didn’t ask Hillary — we didn’t want 
to raise the subject of whether Bill 
would be coming with her), but the 
scenario makes sense to some in the 
know. (Carol? That was just a trick.) 


Kerry: On the vérge 
Meanwhile, as the testing of presi- 
dential waters in New Hampshire heats 

up, the Bay State’s junior senator is 
getting 4 mixed reception. John Kerry 
angered some key Granite State 
Democrats with a perceived snub in 
Manchester, 
but wowed 
others at 
another ap- 
pearance 
there. While 
Kerry has 
no formal 
campaign 
aides or ad- 


SENATOR 
CLINTON? 


The rumor’s hot. 


ERIC ANTONIOU 


i 
KENNEDY’S 
camp dismisses 
the theory. 


MARILYN HUMPHRIES 


vance peo- 
ple in the 
state (unlike 
Al Gore, 
Dick 
Gephardt, 
and, until he 
pulled out 
last week, Bob Kerrey), he’s got an un- 
official guardian angel in Bill Verge, a 
party stalwart who’s met with Kerry in 
Boston and Portsmouth. Verge says he 
expects an answer from Kerry over the 
holidays on what he plans to do. 

That decision will no doubt affect 
national party support for Al Gore. 
Kerry was quoted last month in the 
Globe as questioning Gore activists 
on just how strongly “they had | 
pledged their allegiance” to the veep. 


KERRY: looking 


north — cautiously. 


Bill and Carol and Ted and who? 








loosely speaking 


Our gal Gail blows lid off weapon 


Sura GOLDISH 





Alex Trebek whis- 
pers in contestant's 
ear! Producers pro- 
vide answers! Win- 
ners have a gimmick! 
Well, sort of, as we 
now know. The 
Phoenix's Gail Fouts 
Bernstein was . 
picked from among 
thousands of aspiring 
Bostonians to be a 
contestant on Jeop- 
ardy. Her appear- 
ance airs 
December 23 at 7:30 
p.m. on WHDH, 
Channel 7. Bern- 
stein, an account ex- 
ecutive in national 
advertising sales, an- 
swered an ad last 
March seeking Jeop- 
ardy contestants, 
and after arduous 
testing and auditions, 
she made the final 
cut. And cutting it was. 

First off, contestants must pay for their own fare and lodging for the Los 
Angeles taping, sign a zillion disclaimers, and promise not to mention their 
employer on the air, lest it smack of free advertising. Game-show staff give 
no clues or help on what questions may be asked. (But they do tell you not to 
“wear all black or all white” and to bring five changes of clothes because up 
to five segments are taped on one day, and you have to look like you left and 
came back.) And contestants aren't allowed to fraternize with Trebek, lest 
there be any appearance of impropriety. 

The trickiest part, says Bernstein, who taped her segment in October, is 
“knowing how to ring in. Lights flash when Alex has finished asking the 
question and you can push,” says Bernstein, “and if you’re a shade too ear- 
ly, you're penalized. If you coincide with other contestants, you're canceled 
out. The people who go on to win a lot of games aren't just smart, they've 
gotten into a groove with pushing the button.” 

And, she adds, “It’s luck. The ‘Final Jeopardy’ category before me was 
opera, and | thought, ‘God, I'd be dead.’ But | knew the answer. My final 
was food and drink, which | thought would be a piece of cake, and it was 
so000oo hard.” 

There was one big prize (“on which | pay taxes,” but which made the trip, 
financially, a wash), she says, but the best part was when, as the credits 
rolled, host Trebek warbled “Lady in Red” in her ear. As it happened, her 
segment coincided with a Christmas theme, and she wore a red suit. “It was 
like an out-of-body experience.” 
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INSIDE STORY: the secret t lies i in pushing 
the button. 





did recently with Atlanta Falcons 
coach Dan Reeves and with buddy 


Which raises the question of just 
when a “pledge of allegiance” be- 
came a Situational ethic. 


Mike Barnicle. . . . Lastly, speaking 


of bad timing and head-scratching, 
yes, that was Catherine Mattaliano 
Berke, wife of beleaguered gym own- 
ERIC ANTONIOU 


Native intelligence 

Timing is everything. Will someone 
please tell Bob Kraft? Seems his blitz 
for support of his Patriots’ Hartford 
stadium was nearly sacked when he 
failed to show for meetings with three 
of Connecticut’s most influential 


er Adam Berke, 
modeling and 
discussing her 
minks for a Her- 
ald feature last 


newspaper execs. “Scheduling sna- week on how 
fu,” said aides, who rescheduled. . . . “Fur’s fly- 
And while ing... .” The 


same Ms. Berke 
whose husband’s 
luxe Boylston 
Street gym saw 
its memberships 
go from $1500 
to $99 a year 
amid six lawsuits, bad press, an an- 
nus horribilis between Catherine and 


Kraft may be 
scratching his 
head about lo- 
cal sociopoliti- 
cal gaffes that 
everyone but 
Kraft allows 
had a lot to do 
with an old- 
boy network 
he’s not a part 
of, his nemesis, Bill Parcells, rubbed 
that in: on New York sports-radio 
station WFAN, Parcells noted he “al- 
ways” counsels friends on heart 
surgery similar to what he had, as he 


BERKE: 





KRAFT: out of 
the old-boy loop. 


SS 


an incident in which Adam allegedly 
belted his father, Carl, in an argu- 
ment over Dad’s investment in the 
gym. The Herald’s photo caption of 
Catherine in her fur read “Nothing 












fashion workout. 


Adam, and a criminal complaint from 
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like the faux thing.” i 
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Looking for the year’s 
hottest fashions? 












IN EXTREME WEATHER, 
SURVIVALISTS RECOMMEND 


PLACING YOUR 
HANDS DOWN 
YOUR PANTS 


TO KEEP THEM WARM. 


Aaa ALTHOUGH NOT AS MUCH FUN 


S WE RECOMMEND THESE 












Not picky 
about which 
year? 
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PROCEEDS TO BENEFIT 





AND TRAIN THE MEN AND WOMEN OF PINE STREET IWN 





Hey, don’t put your hands where they 


don’t belong! Do the right thing. 












Put em in a pair of Kombi gloves with Gore- 






Tex® glove inserts. Our toasty high loft insula- 






tion keeps the heat in and wicks mois- 
















ture away from your skin, while the 





Gore-Tex waterproof/breathable 





inserts are “Guaranteed To 





Keep You Dry”™ 





: So, whether you’re mak- 
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From the United States Postal Sewice 


















ing first tracks in Alaska, 


IMPORTANT SCHEDULE oo" 
COLLECTIONS! 


On Thursday, December 24, 
1998, Christmas Eve, and on 
Thursday, December 31, 1998 
New Year’s Eve, retail Post 
Offices will be open ona 
regular schedule. 


Only Express Mail boxes will 
be picked up on their regular 
schedule. 

Final Collections for all other 
mail in the 021/022 and 024 
ZIP Code areas will take 
place at 2:00 P.M. only. 








Xi INCRE ae a DS 


Please make note of this important change and plan your 
mailing activities accordingly. 
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SOMERVILLE 





Post-election frenzy 


With Governor Paul Cellucci on the road 
lately and apparently hell-bent on preserving the 
status quo when he’s here, Beacon Hill's been 
rather quiet since last month's elections. 

Want action? Go to Somerville, where a pack 
of hopefuls is sprinting toward the special election 
to replace outgoing mayor Michael Capuano, 
who won the Eighth Congressional District race 
last month after a wild primary. 

The election is expected to be held sometime 
this spring, so it won't be long before Somerville 
voters are deluged again with campaign mail, 
phone calls, and knocks on the door. In truth, the 
politicking never stopped for some campaign 
workers, who've found new posts in a traditionally 
slow time. Natasha Perez, the deputy campaign 
manager in John O’Connor’s losing but 
impressive ground war in the Eighth, has moved 
on from battling Capuano to battling his legacy. 
She’s on board as field coordinator for Alderman 
Joseph Curtatone, whom Capuano despises 
(the feeling is mutual) and doesn't want in his old 
chair. 

Perez will help get the vote out in a short race 
in which targeting individual voters, and making 
sure they get to the polls, will be the key. That’s 
not unlike the campaign for the Eighth, where 





CAPUANO'’S November victory has 
kept Somerville operatives in business. 





and get it into place.” 

Other candidates, too, are tapping friends 
and consultants who played a role in last 
month's elections to go another round. Andrew 
Upton, the chief of staff for Democratic state 


Alderman John Buonomo, who barely lost the 
mayor's race to Capuano in 1989 and sees the 
special election as another chance. And Upton 
is familiar with another mayoral contender: 
Dorothy Kelly Gay, who fought Tolman in an 
unexpectedly close — and sometimes nasty — 
race for the Democratic lieutenant governor's 
nomination. 

There’s more. Buonomo’s general 
consultant, Doug Rubin, is a former business 
partner of Gay's consultant, Jim Spencer, 
outgoing congressman Joseph Kennedy's 
former political director. (Perez, by the way, was 
once an intern in Kennedy's office.) 

“It’s a real family here,” jokes Spencer, who 
(along with Rubin) worked for Marjorie 
Clapprood in her campaign for the Eighth District 
nomination. 

In yet another twist, Buonomo, who has moved 
closer to the mayor in recent years, enjoys 
backing from many Capuano supporters. 
Meanwhile, Capuano’s imminent departure didn't 
keep him out of an early skirmish in the: campaign 
for the special election. The outgoing mayor met 
recently with all the declared candidates save one 
— Curtatone — prompting angry charges of a 
freeze-out from the candidate. 

It’s all fun and games until someone loses an 


media helped but didn't prove decisive. “It’s very 
technical,” says Perez. “You have to be able to 
run a large logistical organization on Election Day 


CHEATING 


senator (and losing lieutenant-governor 
candidate) Warren Tolman, is helping 


Education for dummies 


Bob Corbett wants you to pass your 
classes the same way he did — by 
cheating. And he’s written a book to show 
you how. 

The Cheater’s Handbook: The 
Naughty Student's Bibie 
won't be released by 
Regan Books until 
January — too late for 
slackers desperately 
cramming for finals right 
now, but well in time for 
next semester's 
midterms. The book 
provides detailed 
instructions on how to 
make the perfect cheat 
sheet, how to plagiarize 
without getting caught, 
and, of course, what to 
do if you get busted. 

“| don't advocate 
cheating,” Corbett says. 
“But let's face it — 
everybody's cheating 
anyway, so why shouldn't 
| take advantage of it?” 

Corbett, a self- 
professed “slapdick,” is not only the 
guide’s author, but a master of 
academic fraud as well. A 1994 
graduate of Southern Methodist 
University with a degree in English, he 
says he never cheated in an English 
class. But he openly admits to cheating 
on finals and plagiarizing papers — 
especially for history and psychology 
classes — throughout high school and 
college. He also boasts of stealing 
copies of tests from the university's print 
shop, among other capers. 

“| had a 2.9 going into my last year [of 
college], but | wanted to break the magic 
3.0 mark, so | had to work a little harder,” 
he says. “I think | actually studied for a 
couple of classes.” 

The handbook was a “fun” side project 
Corbett finished while working on a novel 
and on a screenplay about fraternity 


hazing in Southern colleges. He 
describes it as a humorous book that 
exposes some of the problems with 
education today. 

“Education in this country is going 





down the drain, and cheating in classes 
is a symptom of that,” he says. “A great 
teacher does not have a room full of 
cheaters. A great teacher can make 
anything interesting. Catching people as 
they're cheating isn't the solution to the 
problem — negating their desire to cheat 
through excellent teaching is the 
solution.” 

As The Cheater’s Handbook hits 
bookstores — can we expect it at the 
Harvard Coop and BU'’s Barnes & Noble? 
— Corbett is bracing for the reaction 

“I’m not really sweating it, because | 
see it as the ultimate free-speech 
challenge, and | don't really care whether 
the book is around in a year,” he says. 
“But | was thinking that if | get too much 
flak for it, I'll just stand up and say that | 
plagiarized the whole thing anyway.” 


— Rachel Malamud 
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election. 


— Ben Geman 


MEDIA 


The conservatives 
give it their worst 


Those wacky conservative ideologues — the ones 
who actually believe in their hearts that Bill Clinton’s 
low crimes and misdemeanors equal Richard Nixon’s 
war on the Constitution — just don't have a clue when it 
comes to leading with their best shot. 

Consider the Weekly Standard, the conservative 
counterpart to the New Republic and the Nation, started 
three years ago by media baron Rupert Murdoch. Its 
editor, Republican strategist Bill Kristol, is one of the 
right’s most visible talking heads and is a regular on 
ABC's influential This Week. The Standard's opinion 
editor, David Tell, labors in almost total obscurity. So 
naturally, when Newsweek came looking for someone to 
make the case for impeachment, Kristol got the nod. 

Trouble is, Kristol — despite his intellectual genetic 
inheritance (his parents are neoconservative icons 
Irving Kristol and Gertrude Himmelfarb) — makes a 
laughable case. Kristol quickly passes over Clinton's lies 
under oath to get to his grand argument: that Clinton 
should be impeached as a way of standing up to his 
defenders’ “barely disguised threat” to turn an 
impeachment trial into a “horror” in which Monica 
Lewinsky, and perhaps members of the Senate, will be 
grilled in excruciating detail about their sex lives. “To 
protect his indecent behavior, he has sought to exploit 
our decency,” writes Kristol, substituting resonant cliché 
for rigorous logic. “The only response to this particularly 
insidious abuse of the public trust is impeachment.” 

By contrast, Tell, in this week’s Standard, offers a 
linear argument aimed at showing — in case anyone still 
has any doubts — that Clinton committed perjury in his 
deposition in the Paula Jones case, and that he 
obstructed justice by attempting to silence Lewinsky and 
Betty Currie. “Which means he committed a felony,” 
Tell points out. 

Perhaps that’s not enough to convince Clinton 
defenders that he should be removed from office — 
after all, there are serious questions as to whether “high 
crimes and misdemeanors” include acts that don't 
involve the president's public duties. But Tell has offered 
up the sort of well-reasoned case that Newsweek's 
three-million-plus mainstream readers should be forced 
to think about. Unfortunately, the masses get Kristol’s 
easily dismissed polemic, while Tell will be read only by 


the true believers. 
— Dan Kennedy 





HOUSING CRISI 
Crunch time 


A housing study released by the 
University of Massachusetts on 
December 11 found that 
25 percent of current homeowners 
and renters are at risk of being 
evicted, foreclosed on, or even 
rendered homeless within five 
years if the current housing crunch 
continues. 

The two-year study, conducted 
by the Citizens’ Housing and 
Planning Association, reviews 
affordability, supply, demograph- 
ics, discrimination, and economic 
impacts related to the housing 
situation in Massachusetts. 

Among the study’s findings is 
that affordable rental housing is 
disappearing at rapid rates due to 
demolition, conversion of rentals 
to owner-occupied housing, and 
inadequate construction of 
multifamily housing units. 

Low vacancy rates and high rents, 
the study found, are contributing to 
the rising number of homeless 
families in this state. “Family 
homelessness increased 100 percent 
between 1990 and 1997, from 5000 





LOW VACANCY rates and ' 
high rents strain the market. 








to 10,000,” the researchers report. 

“Among other things, the study 
found that there has been a | 
64 percent increase in evictions for 
nonpayment of rent because of high 
rates,” explains Aaron Gornstein, 
executive director of the Citizens’ 
Housing and Planning Association. 
“People are becoming homeless or 
being forced to leave the state in 
order to provide a home for their 
families.” 

According to the Greater 
Boston Real Estate Board, the : 
average price of a single-family . 
home in Boston rose from 
$216,114 in 1991 to $270,376 in 
1997. That’s more than a | 
25 percent increase, which is i 
much more than the average 
middle- or low-income family can 
afford, Gornstein says. 

“I hope the study puts housing 
on the radar screen and forces the 
state to address the issues much ‘ 
more vigorously than in the past,” 
says Gornstein. “If not, we have a 
crisis on our hands.” 

— Sarah McNaught 











HEALTH CARE 


Murphy’s law 


On average, senior citizens on fixed 
incomes spend 23 percent of their Social 
Security and pension money on health care 
— some paying more than $200 a month 
for prescriptions. But the Social Security 
increase scheduled for 1999 is less than 
2 percent, which is below the expected rate 
of inflation. 

Boston city councilor Stephen Murphy 
calls that situation an emergency. On 
December 2, he filed a petition with the 
state legislature asking that 5 to 7 percent 
of the state’s 
rainy-day fund 
be set aside to 
provide the 
elderly with full 
prescription- 
drug benefits. 

“There is 
legislation 
pending that 
calls for an 
increase in 
taxes to cover 
elderly medical 
needs, but it 
will take some 
time to debate, and these people need help 
now,” explains Murphy, whose initial 
resolution, filed with the city council, 
received unanimous support from his fellow 
councilors. “This is a stopgap measure for 
now with the potential, if not replaced by 
legislation, to continue beyond next year.” 

The state’s rainy-day fund of surplus 
revenue currently stands at $1.2 billion. 
Murphy says the $68 million to $90 million 
he’s asking for will leave a huge chunk of 
money in the fund and will be made up in 
interest over the coming year. 

“The state used money out of the rainy- 
day fund to help Raytheon four years ago 
[after] the elimination of defense jobs,” 
says Murphy. “It’s our responsibility to 
take care of those least capable of taking 
care of themselves. If Raytheon falls into 
that category, then our elderly certainly 
do, too.” 





MURPHY wants to 
use surplus money to 
assist the elderly. 


— Sarah McNaught 


SONS AND FATHERS 


Councilor Timilty, 
again? 


Okay, okay, nobody claims next year’s elections for 
City Council (what do they do again?) will be the most 
thrilling event in Boston since the Rea/ World cast set 
up shop on Beacon Hill. 

But as the council field takes shape in the next 
couple of months, a new face with a familiar name 
could be in the mix. West Roxbury resident Greg 
Timilty, son of former councilor, state senator, and 
1970s mayoral hopeful Joseph Timilty, is mulling a 
run for one of the council's at-large seats. 

Timilty, a 24-year-old investment banker who lived in 
Dorchester until his family moved to Canton when he 
was 10, says he’ll decide over the next few months 
whether he'll try to follow in his father’s footsteps. “If 
there’s room on the council for a young, independent 
voice, | would be that person,” says Timilty, who 
returned to the.city to attend Boston College High 
School and later attended Holy Cross, in Worcester. 
“There needs to be a new vision in the city. We have 
got to find the leaders now to lead us into the 21st 
century.” 

Major questions facing a Timilty candidacy would be 
how well voters remember his father’s name — and, in 
a sleepy race, how to persuade the electorate to shake 
things up. According to former Allston-Brighton state 
representative Susan Tracy, council hopefuls might 
gain some traction by focusing on development and 
housing issues. Still, she notes, it may be an uphill 
battle to win a council seat against four incumbents in 
a strong economy and without a major race topping the 
ticket. “It’s an obstacle,” says Tracy, the former 
executive director of the city’s emergency shelter 
commission and now president of the Boston 
Strategies consulting firm. “It does put a burden on 
someone trying to break in to generate enough 
excitement and to stand out in the pack.” 

Although he declines to offer a specific platform yet, 
Timilty says he’d work to ensure that the condition of 
Boston schools doesn’t encourage flight from the city. 
“| think the schools in the city are the backbone to the 
neighborhoods, and the neighborhoods are the 
backbone to the city,” he says. 

Politics is hardly foreign territory to Timilty, despite 
his youth. He notes that he’s worked the campaign trail 
for his sister Kelly, who’s on the Governor's Council, 
and his brother James, who came within a hair of 
winning a state senate seat in November. 

“Politics is in my blood,” he says. 

If he runs, he’d better hope that it’s in the 
electorate’s as well. 

— Ben Geman 


THIS MODERN WORLD 


by Tom Tomorrow 


ISN'T IT A LITTLE ODD HOW EVERY CHRIST- 


MAS SEASON, THERE'S OWE HOT TOY PARENTS 
SUDDENLY WAVE To FIND FoR THEIR CHILDREN? 


OH MY GoD! IT SURE IS/WHEN You 
(S$ THAT A 
GENUINE 
RAaNT-AND- 
AVE SPAR- 
Dott? 
_ OUR KID 1S 
GONNA LOVE iT! 


LEADING Ty NEWS DEPARTMENTS-- Wio ARE, OF 
COURSE, ALWAYS HUNGRY FOR HOLIDAY NEWS 
FILLER -- To COVER THE STORY... 


BETTY, tT LooKs 
LIKE THE RANT- 
AND-RAVE SPARKY 
1S THE MOST DE- 
SIRABLE TOY IN 
HUMAN HISTeRY! 


RANT-AND-RAVE SPAR- 
KY DOLL SHOULD BUY 
iT RIGHT AWAY-- 
WHETHER THEY HAVE 
CHILDREN OR NWOT! 


5 ILLUSTRATIONS BY DALE STEPHANOS 





MAYBE THE WHOLE THING 1S A SCAM...MAY- 


CURSE You! wua¥- 
EvVeR With MY 


I‘ BUYING ALL 
THE RANT-AND- 
RAVE SPARKYS IN 
THIS STORE BE- 
CAUSE THEY ARE 
So PePULAR AND 
HARD TO FIND! 


You'tt BE 
THE ENVY OF 


-OF COURSE THESE 
SFBOuGHT- AND - PAID 
SIFOR POLITICIANS 

Wil WEVER ENACT 
i SUBSTANTIVE REFORM 


ODO AAEM IODOOR 















qe Stone Phillips 


Henry Hyde is the whitest American of all 
time — so white he’s way 
overqualified for an annual 
list. So for 1998, we’ll start 
with Dateline NBC’s self- 
parody of a news anchor. 
This guy’s so white it’s 
amazing he shows up on 


film. From the faux 





intensity of his voice as ee 
he narrates a segment 

about a girl who fell into a gorilla cage to the 
flip in his helmet of hair, Phillips exudes as 


much soul as... well, a stone. 


23 Ken Starr 


Right-wing conspirator? Naw, just 
: the Norman Rockwell wet dream we 
can’t wake up from — the kind of guy 
7 who loved the movie Tron, says things 
j like, “Honey, have you seen my 
i gray slacks?”, and can’t 
understand why anyone would 
risk his health by smoking a 
cigar, much less risk a presidency by 


servicing an intern with one. 


& The Backstreet Boys 


They can co-opt black phrases, they can 
raise the roof, they can even try to do that 
Boyz Il Men soulful all-over- 
the-register thing. But 
they’re still the New 
Kids of the ’90s, white 
faces superimposed on 


black music so suburban 





parents aren’t threatened 

when they buy a copy of Backstreet’s Back for 
little Ashley. Guys, stop trying to pull that gold 
jewelry and NFL replica jersey crap on us. 


We’ve seen your kind before. 


Bill Gates 
A white force to be reckoned with. Gates 
made a lot of top-five lists this year — five 
wealthiest, five goofiest, and top 
five people most likely to plot 
evil schemes from an 
underground lair. But what puts 
him on this list isn’t his 
awkwardness or his running- 
shoe/black-sock combo, but the 
simple fact that he wants to rule the 
world — and only truly white people 


are insecure enough to want that. 


Steve Fosset 
There’s something whiter than white about 
spending personal millions trying to 
circumnavigate the globe in a hot-air 
balloon. Fosset has tried — and failed — four 
times, the most recent trip ending at 
the dizzying height of sea level 
somewhere in the South Pacific. 
But hey — here’s hoping he 
succeeds so we can watch the 


next rich, bored, white jerk 





try to do it attached to a giant 


kite. ge 2 
— Jay Jaroch (No. 6) 
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Sun. Dec 20 
REGGAE SUNDAY 


XMAS SPECIAL 
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FUNK & GROOVE NIGHT 


THE GROOVE HOUNDS | 
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with Mike Gioscia and David James. 
Live broadcast on WFNX from 
12 - 2 am. Featuring full buffet, 
record label giveaways, party 
favors, champagne toast and 
continental breakfast. Extended 
license for this event... dance til 3 
am. Countdown the top 
101 songs of 1998. 8 pm 
$30 in advance $35 day of / 21+ 
Tickets available thro’ 
net ticketing 423-N NEXT 
Tickets are available at Axis night of 


Newou ury Comics 
nes in Framingham 


Thurs. Dec 24 next Keates 423-NEXT 
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TALKING POLITICS 





The new governor finds jobs for old 
friends. Plus, John Kerry’s latest odds, 
and political football on Beacon Hill. 


The Cellucci 


shuffle 


BY MICHAEL CROWLEY 


T A TIME when Paul Cellucci is at 
A shaping Massachusetts gov- 

ernment in his image, nothing may 
better reflect the governor’s mindset than 
the fact that he’s recruiting his barber to 
run for state office. 

The Boston Herald reported last week 
that Cellucci has been trying to persuade 
Bob Yesue, proprietor of a successful 
Hudson haircuttery called Roc’s, to seek 
a state senate seat. The news has been 
the source of a fair amount of snickering 
around Beacon Hill, and critics of 
Cellucci’s hairstyle have asked whether 
that alone should disqualify Yesue from 
holding office. 

But the real significance of the story is 
that it shows how close to home Cellucci 
is staying as he tries to form his adminis- 
tration and rebuild an enervated state 
GOP. 

Yesue, the man Cellucci calls “my best 
friend,” is an old pal going back to the 
two men’s days at Hudson Catholic High 


-— School. And the seat Cellucci wants him 


to run for is open because the governor 
has chosen another buddy from the Hud- 
son Catholic gang — state senator 
Robert Durand (D-Marlborough) — to 





recently told by agency superiors that his 
services would no longer be needed. 
When Marzilli called the MDC in an ef- 
fort to intervene on his constituent’s be- 
half, he was told he’d have to take the 
matter up with the governor’s office. 
(Marzilli called but never heard back.) 
“If the highest officials in the Com- 
monwealth are determining who’s driving 
Zambonis for the MDC,” Marzilli says, 
“we have to assume that the next four 
years are going to be all about patronage 
and friendship and the making of public 
appointments for political gain.” 
Cellucci may be a “mechanic,” but the 
scramble for post-election goodies hasn’t 
lacked for intrigue. In recent weeks the 
state Republican Party has become a po- 
litical snakepit, with current and would- 


be jobholders scheming, supplicating, and 


sweating as the governor-elect deals out 
coveted appointments. 

In some cases, that’s involved the 
tricky work of ousting unsuspecting vic- 
tims from their jobs. Fred Laskey, whom 
Cellucci had appointed just three months 
ago to a powerful budget-crafting job as 
secretary of administration and finance, 
was given the boot last week to make way 


The state GOP has become a political 
snakepit, with current and would-be 
jobholders scheming, supplicating, 
and sweating as the governor-elect 

deals out coveted appointments. 


be his secretary of environmental affairs, 
replacing outgoing Weld appointee Trudy 
Coxe. On Tuesday, Cellucci announced 
that his new senior policy adviser will be 
Robert Marsh, an auto-industry lobbyist 
and former colleague from Cellucci’s 
days in the legislature. 

It’s hard to actually increase Massa- 
chusetts government’s reputation for in- 
sularity, patronage, and parochialism, but 
Paul Cellucci is doing his best. Free at 
last from the vagaries of electoral politics 
after his November gubernatorial victory, 
he is getting down to the real business of 
leadership: installing his cronies and po- 
litical allies in office. Cellucci hasn’t 
made any major blunders — although 
there’s still time for that — but nothing 
he’s done since Election Day suggests 
that his administration will be more than 
the most expensive autopilot mechanism 
in history. 

“These are fairly high-quality appoint- 
ments,” says state representative Jim 
Marzilli (D-Arlington). “But they’re not 
daring and they don’t show any great vi- 
sion for the Commonwealth, and I think 
that continues along with Paul Cellucci’s 
major failing: he’s a mechanic. Paul Cel- 
lucci’s vision of being governor is being 
the biggest ward boss in the state.” 

To prove his point, Marzilli offers this 
anecdote: he recently received a call from 
a Zamboni driver who has worked at 
Metropolitan District Commission 
(MDC) rinks for 20 years, and who was 


for Andrew Natsios, an old Cellucci bud- 
dy from their days in the state legislature. 
Cellucci could do worse than Natsios, 


who has been thinking globally since join- 


ing the US Agency for International De- 
velopment in 1988. But as the Boston 
Globe noted, the abrupt axing of the pop- 
ular and loyal Laskey was “one of Celluc- 
ci’s clumsiest moves since taking over as 
governor.” 

And Cellucci did do worse in appoint- 
ing House Republican leader David Pe- 
ters of Charlton as the state’s commis- 
sioner of fisheries and wildlife. John 
Phillips, who had spent seven capable 
years in the post, was a hypereducated 
environmentalist with experience at the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad- 
ministration, according to the State 
House News Service. Peters, by contrast, 
has a zero rating from the Massachusetts 
Audubon Society, and his interest in 
wildlife appears to consist solely of his 
zeal for hunting with bow-and-arrow and 
rifle. But Peters was facing dissent from 
below in the House, and Cellucci needed 
to give him an escape route. 

At the state Republican committee, ex- 
ecutive director Marc DeCourcey will be 
replaced by deputy Cellucci campaign 
manager John Brockelman; and while 
Cellucci has said publicly that Republican 
Party chair Jean Inman can stay in her 
job, there are indications that she may be 
the next to go. Rumors were flying this 
week about possible Cellucci-picked re- 
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placements. And Inman herself won’t 
commit to anything. “I’m still talking to 
people and making my decision,” she 
warily told the Phoenix this week. 

And as the Phoenix went to press, it 
appeared that Cellucci’s controversy- 
plagued insurance commissioner, Linda 
Ruthardt, wasn’t long for her job either. 
Several interest groups, and the Phoenix 
itself, have called on Cellucci to fire 
Ruthardt, whose unseemly sympathy for 
big insurers — and resistance to public 
scrutiny — have regularly embarrassed 
the Republican administration. Yet Cel- 
lucci clearly believed that firing Ruthardt 
would cause more headlines than her be- 
havior; in his no-risk pre-election mode, 
he simply chose to ignore her. 

But it seems that Ruthardt’s tarnished 
tenure has become too much for even his 
dulled ethical senses. With the election 
now safely past, the long-overdue 
Ruthardt putsch is under way. “They’re 
sick of her,” says one GOP leader. 
“There probably isn’t one other Republi- 
can official who’s caused them as much 
bad press.” Ruthardt isn’t going easily, 
however. Her spokesman denied early 
rumors, obviously planted by Cellucci- 
ites, that she was seeking another job. 
Now Cellucci aides, switching from 
“stun” to “kill,” have flatly told the Bos- 
ton Herald: “she’s leaving.” 

Whether Ruthardt’s replacement will 
be much better is another question. One 
leading candidate, for instance, is former 
Democratic state legislator Suzanne 
Bump, whose job as an insurance lobbyist 
hardly augurs well for her ability to im- 
partially regulate the industry. 

The fact that Bump is a Democrat 
might also irk members of the party’s 
rank and file, who have already seen one 
influential Cellucci appointment go to the 
Democratic Robert Durand, while yet an- 
other Democrat — Senator James Jajuga 
of Methuen, who broke with his party 
and supported Cellucci in November’s 
election — is a leading candidate for the 
job of secretary of public safety. 

Durand is seen by politicos and enviros 
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TIPS: Cellucci sees a political future for his barbershop pal. 


alike as well-suited for the job. Jajuga, a 
former state trooper, would be a decent 
choice as well (even if his selection would 
have the taint of a quid pro quo for his 
electoral support). So would outgoing 
Norfolk district attorney Jeffrey Locke, a 
Republican who lost his job in November 
but has a good reputation in both law- 
and-order and political circles. 

Yet one can’t help but be under- 
whelmed by the collection of state sena- 
tors, has-beens, and political lever- 
pullers with whom Cellucci is surround- 
ing himself. For perspective, consider 
some of Bill Weld’s early cabinet picks. 
Weld looked across state lines to bring 
activist Trudy Coxe from Rhode Island to 
be his environmental secretary. A think 
tank, Boston’s conservative Pioneer Insti- 
tute, supplied his brilliant secretary of 
administration and finance, Charlie Bak- 
er. And it was from the Federal Trade 
Commission that he tapped an up-and- 
coming Gloria Larson, who would be- 
come a highly regarded secretary of eco- 
nomic affairs. 

Cellucci can still make appointments 
that signal a desire for the most capable 
— not just the most loyal — stewardship 
of the state. Chief among them is the job 
overseeing completion of Boston’s Big 
Dig. The $10.8 billion project’s director, 
Peter Zuk, plans to leave soon, and mes- 
sages are piling up in Cellucci’s office 
from job-hunters attracted by the scent 
of a $160,000 salary. This project is so 
vast, so critical to the state’s budget and 
public image, that Cellucci must resist 
the temptation to use the post as a musi- 
cal chair in his patronage shuffle. Keep 
an eye on what the governor does. 
Whether Cellucci chooses a well-con- 
nected hack or an established pro will 
speak volumes about his respect for the 
public. 

® 

As Massachusetts senator John Kerry 
continues to mull a possible run for pres- 
ident in 2000 — with a decision expect- 
ed sometime next month — his decision- 


See TALKING POLITICS, page 12 
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TALKING POLITICS, from page 11 


making process has no doubt been aided 
by three recent developments. Two of 
them would seem to work against Kerry’s 
slim chances of occupying the Oval Of- 
fice — but, in the strange world of presi- 
dential politics, that may not make him 
any less likely to run. 

e@ Last month, Attorney General Janet 
Reno decided not to appoint an indepen- 
dent counsel to investigate Al Gore’s 
questionable 1996 campaign fundraising 
tactics. Gore, long groomed 
to inherit the White House 
from Bill Clinton, is the 
undisputed Democratic 
front-runner. But his stand- 
ing could have eroded fast 
had he been saddled with a 
high-profile ethics investiga- 
tion. Instead, the campaign- 
finance scandals are likely to 
be a distant memory by the 
time the New Hampshire pri- 
mary rolls around, and Gore 
is looking like a political man 
of steel. (Although it seems 
there’s always a new cloud 
on the horizon. Witness 


Tuesday’s New York Times a pass. 





out the race. Given that he’d had valuable 
experience as a presidential candidate be- 
fore, in 1992, Kerrey was one of the 
most serious Democrats mulling a run. 
But he concluded that Gore’s political 
strength would make the effort fruitless. 
Bob Kerrey’s absence from the race 
does leave slightly more room for Mas- 
sachusetts’s Kerry. Both men are left- 
leaning centrists from the Senate, both 
are war heroes, and their names are 
nearly identical. But Bob Kerrey would 
overshadow John Kerry by dint of his 
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WHITE HOUSE 2000: (from left) Gore, man of steel; Bradley, cerebral “outsider”; 


tial selection, or to warm up for another 
bid down the line. Which is why even de- 
velopments that seem to diminish Kerry’s 
chances of winning haven’t necessarily 
made him less likely to run. 
a 

There’s little sign that the apparent de- 
parture of the New England Patriots for 
Hartford poses any real political threat to 
Beacon Hill leaders. But the endless saga 
does seem to be heightening tensions be- 
tween the state’s two legislative giants, 
House Speaker Thomas Finneran (D- 
JOHN NORDELL 
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Kerrey, taking 


ing off to Connecticut for a (much) 
better deal. 

As usual, the two men have remained 
publicly cordial. But Birmingham has 
sounded more irked than usual in dis- 
cussing the stadium standoff. “This day 
did not have to come,” he lamented when 
Kraft announced a deal in which Con- 
necticut would build a $375 million sta- 
dium by the year 2001. This week Birm- 
ingham had uncharacteristically testy, if 
indirect, words about the Speaker, telling 
the Boston Globe that “senators have 
something to say when asked 
why the Patriots are leaving.” 
And in anticipation of a coming 
fight over funding for a new Red 
Sox stadium, Birmingham is al- 
ready making it clear that he 
won’t be held responsible if that 
team goes. 

“The public doesn’t always 
differentiate between Finneran 
and Birmingham,” says one 
State House insider. “They’re 
out there saying ‘the legislature’ 
killed this. I bet when [Birming- 
ham] walked down the street in 
Chelsea, people let him hear 
it... . This is a blemish that 
could grow into something 








piece examining new evi- 
dence of China’s attempts to obtain 
technology by influencing the Clinton- 
Gore administration.) 

© Despite Gore’s growing strength, 
former New Jersey senator Bill Bradley 
announced earlier this month that he is 
all but committed to challenging Gore. 
Bradley, who retired from the US Senate 
in 1996, has the kind of national stature 
and celebrity aura (he won two NBA ti- 
tles as a New York Knick) to be a 
formidable candidate — if he can avoid 
putting the country to sleep with his 
cerebral musings. 

e Another would-be challenger to 
Gore, Nebraska senator Bob Kerrey, an- 
nounced last weekend that he’d be sitting 


money and national experience. Still, 
Bradley wili be the leading moderate al- 
ternative to Gore (such liberals as Min- 
nesota senator Paul Wellstone and per- 
haps House Majority Leader Richard 
Gephardt already have the left staked 
out). 

The absence of a major Gore scandal, 
coupled now with the presence of a heavy 
like Bradley in the race, makes it almost 
inconceivable that John Kerry could win 
the Democratic nomination. And yet it’s 
never been clear that that’s what Kerry’s 
White House flirtations are about. People 
run for president for plenty of reasons 
other than winning: to raise their stature, 
to earn a cabinet post or a vice-presiden- 


Mattapan) and Senate President Thomas 
Birmingham (D-Chelsea). That could 
have implications for the kind of policy 
Beacon Hill produces next year. 

Finneran is a frugal conservative who 
was elected with Republican support. 
Birmingham is a labor liberal who often 
clashes with Finneran over such progres- 
sive legislation as a higher minimum 
wage, HMO'reform, and tax policy. But 
none of their splits has attracted as much 
attention as the issue of public funding 
for the Patriots. Though Birmingham, 
along with Governor Cellucci, backed a 
$72 million deal to keep the team in 
town, Finneran’s vehement opposition 
sent Patriots owner Robert Kraft storm- 


bigger.” 

Something bigger is just what some 
Massachusetts progressives want. With a 
long wish list of legislation, from a raised 
minimum wage to tax cuts for low-in- 
come workers, they’re hoping Birming- 
ham can help break what one calls the 
“Finneran-Cellucci axis” on Beacon Hill 
in 1999. Some have questioned whether 
Birmingham has the will to do ideological 
battle with the Speaker and help revive a 
lost liberal spirit on Beacon Hill, but this 
year could be different. And if it takes a 
political fight over a football team to 
rouse Tom Birmingham, so be it. a 


Michael Crowley can be reached at 
mcrowley@phx.com. 
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CITYSCAPE 


When Mayor Menino extended city health benefits to 
unmarried partners, Catholic activists took the issue to 


court. So far, they’re winning. 





BY SARAH McNAUGHT 


ORTY-THREE- YEAR-OLD 

Caroline Shaw is an entrepreneur 

who’s run a small business out of 
her home for the past several years. The 
biggest obstacle to owning her own 
business, she says, is the outrageous 
cost of health insurance. So on Novem- 
ber 1, when an executive order signed 
in August by Boston mayor Tom Meni- 
no extended family insurance coverage 
to “domestic partners” of city employ- 
ees, Shaw thought her troubles were 
over. Her partner of six years — a 
Boston police officer — added 
Shaw to her health-insurance plan. 

“I have a hypertension disorder 
and my prescriptions ran as high 
as $80 a month,” says Shaw. “My 
partner has two kids, so I could be 
added to her family plan for no 
additional cost to the city.” 

But Shaw may not have her new 
coverage for long. On Decem- 
ber 11, Suffolk Superior Court 
judge Charles M. Grabau issued a 
preliminary injunction barring the 
city from offering benefits to the 
partners of unmarried city employ- 
ees. (He then stayed the injunction 
until the case moves to the appeals 
court, as early as next week. The two 
sides now disagree on whether the in- 
junction will take effect as soon as the 
case reaches the higher court, or not 
until a ruling is issued.) In a 14-page 
finding, Grabau said the state’s home- 
rule law, which grants city governments 
the ability to amend existing state laws 
by appealing to the state legislature, 
does not give the mayor the authority to 
override the state insurance law that 
specifies who can receive benefits 
through local governments. According 
to Grabau’s finding, such benefits are 
limited to government employees and 
their “spouses and children.” 

The issue wound up in court as the 
result of a suit filed by 10 members of 
the Catholic Action League, an anti- 
defamation and religious-rights orga- 
nization, on the grounds that Menino’s 
action contradicts state insurance law. 

But Menino defends his executive or- 
der, saying that his decision to make 
benefits available to all couples who've 
registered as domestic partners, regard- 
less of marital status or sexual identity, 
was well within his rights as mayor. He 
says that the insurance law lists spouses 
as qualified recipients but does not limit 
benefits to them. Currently, 109 city 
employees — 70 percent of whom are 
heterosexual — have signed up for do- 
mestic-partner benefits. 

The mayor had two options, says 
Jennifer Levi, an attorney for the Gay 
and Lesbian Advocates and Defenders 
(GLAD), an organization that is 
working alongside the city on this 
matter. He could have tried to change 
the definition of spouse under Massa- 
chusetts state laws, or he could have 
issued an executive order to include 
individuals who aren’t specifically re- 
ferred to in the state law. 

“The city’s effort to provide benefits 
to individuals who aren’t named in the 
state law doesn’t conflict with state 
statute because the state doesn’t men- 
tion domestic partners,” explains Levi. 


“No one is suggesting that the mayor 
provided these benefits under state 
law. He extended these benefits under 
an executive order that is completely 
separate from state law.” 


HE CAMPAIGN for domestic- 

partner benefits in Boston began in 
1991, when then—city councilor David 
Scondras brought a proposal before 
the council. The proposal passed, but 
then-mayor Ray Flynn shot it down. 


Marital status 


UT VINCENT McCARTHY, at- 

torney for the American Center for 
Law and Justice, which is representing 
the plaintiffs, says the executive order 
does violate the law. McCarthy, whose 
organization is “devoted to reaffirming 
family values and preventing programs 
that undermine those values,” cites the 
1998 case of Wilcox vs. Trautz, in 
which the Supreme Judicial Court reit- 
erated that common-law marriage is 
not recognized by the state of Massa- 

chusetts. Menino’s action, Mc- 


MARILYN HUMPHRIES 





MENINO: after Cellucci vetoed his 
petition, the mayor acted out of 
frustration. 





The issue resurfaced in 1993, when 
Menino became mayor. Mark Walsh, 
a former member of Menino’s admin- 
istration, was asked to review the law 
to see whether the city could provide 
the benefits without amending state 
statutes. “We found that under the ex- 
isting insurance law there was an es- 
tablished standard for who could re- 
ceive benefits, but that standard was 
not limited to married spouses,” re- 
calls Walsh. In other words, the city 
was obligated to extend benefits to 
employees’ spouses but also had a 
right to provide benefits for other cat- 
egories of people. 

But according to Gary Sandison, a 
policy adviser to the mayor, Menino 
backed away from the idea because 
lawyers for the city determined that the 
bill needed the approval of the state leg- 
islature, which would have required 
changing the definition of spouse in the 
state law (see “Cityscape,” January 12, 
1996). In March 1996, city councilor 
Tom Keane proposed a home-rule peti- 
tion that would change the language of 
the existing statute only as it applies to 
the city. The petition was passed unani- 
mously by the council but sat in the leg- 
islature for two years before it was fi- 
nally approved in July of this year. Gov- 
ernor Paul Cellucci vetoed the petition, 
but Menino signed his executive order 
in August, and the city’s domestic-part- 
ner policy took effect on November 1. 

Asked why the mayor issued the or- 
der despite the veto, Sandison ex- 
plains, “The mayor went ahead be- 
cause he was frustrated. He believed 
he followed all the proper channels 
and still the petition was vetoed. We 
knew the decision would be chal- 
lenged, but the mayor has the authori- 
ty to issue an executive order that 
doesn’t contradict the existing law, 
and that’s what he did.” 


Carthy argues, amounts to a 
recognition of common-law mar- 
riage. McCarthy also cites in his 
complaint state laws that list forni- 
cation, sodomy, and lascivious acts 
as criminal. 

“State law could not be more 
clear in its public policy against 
marital relationships for unmar- 
ried parties,” says McCarthy. 

McCarthy’s organization has 
successfully sued San Francisco 
and Santa Barbara on the issue of 
domestic-partner benefits and is 
awaiting a decision on a Septem- 
ber suit against New York City. 
But this is the center’s first case in 
Massachusetts, even though cities such 
as Springfield and Cambridge already 
have similar laws. 

“No one ever requested our assis- 
tance in Cambridge” the way the 
Catholic Action League members did 
in Boston, says McCarthy. “We 
don’t comb the nation looking for 
these cases.” 

Indeed, the city of Cambridge is 
pleased with the results of its decision 
to extend health benefits to domestic 
partners, which was unanimously 
passed by the city council in 1993. Cur- 
rently, 23 city employees are receiving 
benefits for their unmarried partners. 

“We haven’t had any problems with 
the employees or the system,” says 
Michael Gardner, director of person- 
nel for the city of Cambridge. “And 
the cost is relatively modest.” 

Right now, the Boston city employ- 
ees who filed for domestic-partner in- 
surance are still getting their benefits. 
In response to the court decision, 
mayoral aide Sandison released a 
statement declaring that “the city does 
not have to change any procedures 
until the appellate court rules.” 

Attorneys for the plaintiffs, however, 
challenge the continued distribution of 
health benefits. “As soon as the judge’s 
finding is docketed, the injunction 
goes into effect,” McCarthy contends. 
“| think that the mayor is just trying to 
be popular by publicly denying that he 
has to stop these benefits.” 

If he is correct, people like Shaw may 
have to go back to paying for their own 
non-group health insurance. “These 
people say they are trying to preserve 
family values. Well, their work is having 
a bad effect on my family,” says Shaw. 
“They aren’t helping us. They are dam- 
aging my family by forcing us to spend 
money that could be better used to ben- 
efit our family and our children.” ei 


Sarah McNaught can be reached at 
smcnaught@phx.com. 
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WINTER RETURNS WITH 
AT VERMONT S CLOSES 


WHITE OUT 


SOUTHERN VERMONT'S MOST POWERFUL SNOWMAKING SYSTEM 
CAN BLOW ENOUGH SNOW TO FILL FENWAY PARK IN JUST 46 
HOURS! SO BY THE TIME YOU ARRIVE,THERE WILL BE PLENTY OF 
SIGNATURE SNOW FOR SKIING AND RIDING! 


WINTER WARMUP Ski & Stay Nights: SKI ESCAPE Ski & Stay Nights: 
Nov. 29 thru Dec. 24, 1998 (2 night minimum) Jan. 3 thru March 13, 1999 (2 night minimum) 
Each adult who purchases the Winter Warmup PACKAGES FROM $61 /mdwk - $70 /wknd 


ack receives on mplimenta 
pocnage ‘heres Oe em pl ry Motel, lodge & country inns rates are per person, based on 


Perfect Turn Clinic during their stay. quad occupancy. Condo Rates are per person, based on quad 
occupancy per unit. Rates do not include applicable tax, service 


PACKAGES FROM $44 /mdwk - $60 /wknd charge or security deposit. Blackout periods and other restrictions 


may apply. 


Less than.. 2 /7 





UPERATION: WHITE QUT 
HIG MOUNTAIN RESORT! 


ENTERTAINMENT CALENDAR 


THE SETH YACOVONE BLUES BAND St. cy” 
SMOKING GRASS (VT, BLUE GRASS) 
AMAZING CROWNS W/ THE AGENTS 
CHRISTMAS PARTY: VIDEO'S, DJ'S ETC. 
. 26 & 27 SNOW BARN TORCHLIGHT CONCERT: ONE PEOPLE 
BELIZBAHA 
SETH YACOVONE BLUES BAND 
THE CHAD HOLLISTER BAND W/ GORDON STONE 
JERRY GARCIA BAND 
BABALOO 
THE RACKATEERS 
GODSMACK 


ATIONAL RECORDING ARTISTS 


| JAN.6 GODSHACK 1 FUEL, san13 & 14 THE ERNIES 


call::8027464°3333 


"REST PIZZA IW YOWN" - TAREGUT AVAILABLE | 


Mount Snow 


VERMONT 


aan 
www. mountsnow.com 


hrs. from Boston! 
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Shi and hoard 
with the 


‘ration, Vermont — 


Call 617.853.5326 for directions and updates. 


Join the WFIVX Snoriders at STRATTON this weekend 
for our next event of the season. We board, we ski, 
and we throw the best Apres Ski parties you've ever seen. 
Lots of prizes up for grabs, including snowboards, 
t-shirts. Plus a great crowd of WFIVX listeners come along... 
ONLY from Boston's Real Alternative, 101.7 WFNX 


wirecttire | ee hy 


Insu rance 
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r the following locations to register to win a trip for 2 to the Caribbean...no purchase necessary! 
Réstaurant and Functions in Middleton #% Philbrick’s Sports Super Store in New Hampshire 


biers in Cambridge and. Malden 


# Romm. &.Co..in. Brockton 


sfopies in Brookline #% Room by Room in Hanover 
rs in Everett and Boston # Sal & Vinnie’s Sicilian Steakhouse in Norwood 
d Camera in Boston # Savoy Salon & Day Spa in Canton 
itlet in Danvers # Simon & Son's in Newton and Braintree 
ocolates in Pembroke # South Shore Buick in Quincy 
gine in Davis Square, Somerville # Stephen Leigh Jewelers in Quincy 
jay Pointe in Quincy : Pethnpesrialieh Ooo lenges cae NH 


Shop in Boston & Hyannis 
88 Video in South Boston 
@ il Fall River, New Bedford, S Easton or Salem, NH 
# New Baigland Nurseries in Bedford 


pe 


So shake those winter blues and kick off the New Year i in the ssid of the Caribbean! 
Coll 617-374-WIKO for more information or check out our web site ct WIRIKQ.com for a complete list of registration locafions and contest deteils..and YOU could be sunning with Sonal 














TELEVISION 


Locally produced children’s shows have all but 
vanished — the unintended victims of good intentions 


No kidd 


BY ANDY LEVINSKY 


HICH IS THE better defini- 
tion of informational pro- 
gramming for children: (a) a 


roundtable discussion among peers 
focusing on young-pcople’s issucs in 
the community, or (b) an episode of 
the NBC sitcom Saved by the Bell: 
The New Class? If you selected (b), 
your idea of educational television is 
probably the Brady Bunch episode in 
which Greg gets caught smoking and 
is reprimanded by his parents. If you 
chose (a), you may be sorry to hear 
that the kids’ shows your local TV sta- 
tion used to produce have probably 
been squeezed out by programs like 
(b), generic entertainment shows in- 
jected with simplistic “pro-social” 
messages in order to appear educa- 
tional. And you may be surprised to 
learn that the culprit behind this 
change is one of the best-intentioned 
and most potentially bencficial laws in 
broadcast history. 

I was surprised. The ycar before the 
Children’s Television Act of 1990 be- 
came law, | became the producer of a 
community-oricnted teen talk show 
for WBZ-TV (Channel 4) in Boston, a 
station with a long history of doing its 
own programming for young pcople, 
from Boomtown to Superkids (sort of 
a junior Evening Magazine) to the talk 
show | produced, Rap Around. Be- 
cause the Children’s Television Act 
makes each station’s most valuable as- 
sct — its license — partially contin- 
gent upon servicc to children, I fully 
expected an expanding commitment 
to shows such as ours, even from sta- 
tions that hadn’t traditionally been so 
active. 

But the wording of the act, other 
than providing a mechanism for limit- 
ing the number of ads per hour of 
children’s programming, was vaguc 
and subjective. Even after it became 
law, individual stations interpreted 
their responsibility differently. Some 
made a genuine effort, buying new 
educational shows from syndicators 
or producing thcir own, but others 
tried to palm off shows like The Jet- 
sons as fulfilling their requirements 
for license renewal. 

As a result, in 1996 CTA propo- 
nents such as US Representative Ed- 
ward Markcy (D-Maldcn) and Peggy 
Charren, founder of the now-disband- 
ed Newton-based national parents’ 
advocacy group Action for Children’s 
Television, helped pass the “Three 
Hour Rule,” which requires local sta- 
tions cither to air at Icast three hours 
a weck of educational programming 
or to submit to more-thorough scruti- 
ny at licensc-rcnewal time. The vast 
majority of stations chosc the first op- 
tion. So far, so good. 

But shortly after the Three Hour 
Rule was enacted, | got a call from the 
children’s producer at our sister sta- 
tion in Philadelphia. Their show had 
just been canceled. “We had to drop 
production on the program . . . and 
pick up all children’s programming 
from the nctwork,” a station represen- 
tative explained in a survey conducted 
by the Annenberg Public Policy Cen- 
ter in 1997, And three days before the 
first anniversary of the new rule’s im- 
plementation, Rap Around was gonc 














THE JETSONS and other enter- 
tainment shows aren’t what the 
CTA had in mind. 


as well. 

Almost as soon as the Three Hour 
Rule went into effect, the nctworks 
decided to provide their affiliates with 
the entire three hours of required cdu- 
cational programming, which climi- 
nated the incentive — and, in many 
cascs, the available time slots — for 
stations to do shows of thcir own. Al- 
most immediately, the number of local 
children’s programs began to decline. 
A study by Dale Kunkcl, an associate 
professor of communications at the 
University of California at Santa Bar- 
bara, on the effects of the Children’s 
Television Act found that “only nine 
of the 48 stations examined presented 
any locally produced children’s pro- 
gramming, and those that did provid- 
cd relatively little of it.” This year 
alone, the National Association of 
Broadcasters saw a 29.2 percent de- 
crcasc in applications for its annual 
Service to Children Awards, presum- 
ably reflecting the dwindling number 
of stations that have any shows of 
their own left to submit. 

The Annenberg survey found that 
“local broadcasters believe that their 
communities do not care about their 
children’s-educational-programming 
efforts.” Rescarcher Amy B. Jordan, 
who conducted the study, said the loss 
of local shows has “become more and 
more cndemic to children’s program- 
ming since the Three Hour Rule,” 
adding, “I think it’s a shame.” 

Why docs it matter whether the 
show a child is watching was madc in 
your hometown or in Hollywood? As 
the report suggests, locally produced 
programs help stations “stay in touch 
with the needs and interests of the chil- 
dren and parents in the community.” 

Then there’s the question of just 
how educational those network shows 
rcally are. According to a report is- 
sucd this year by the Annenberg Pub- 
lic Policy Center, the number of net- 
work children’s shows labcled “highly 
cducational” has fallen from 43 per- 
cent to 29 percent since the imple- 
mentation of the Three Hour Rule. 
Within that category, tecn shows de- 
fined as “high quality” plummeted 
from 80.6 percent to just 28.3 per- 





cent. After viewing the new 
scason of Saturday-morning 
shows on CBS, NBC, and 
Fox, Jeff Chester of the Cen- 
ter for Media Education told 
Variety, “We have real con- 
cerns that networks are not 
committing significant re- 
sources to quality educational 
programming.” 


HE ARCHITECTS of the 

rule were reluctant to spec- 
ify the type or the origin of 
shows that would qualify as 
educational, citing concerns 
about content regulation. 
That's understandable; what's 
unfortunate is their failure to 
anticipate the cffect their Iegis- 
lation would have on local 
programming and to come up 
with a solution. Under the new rules, 
broadcasters have no motivation to do 
anything more than air the three 
hours of programs their nctwork feeds 
them. 

Representative Markcy insists that 
broadcasters should makc the extra 
effort anyway because “it’s good for 
the children in [their] viewing arca 
...and that is the reward in and of it- 
self.” But if most stations gave up net- 
work air time and revenucs out of the 
goodness of their hearts, the new laws 
wouldn't have been necessary in the 
first place. Critics suggest it’s time to 
consider giving stations some type of 
“extra credit” for going above and be- 
yond — for example, by exceeding 
the three-hour minimum or investing 
in children’s shows of their own. 

Local programming is not the only 
issuc, however. Amy Jordan sccs “less 
creativity in children’s programming 
[among network shows] than there 
has been in years past” because the 
networks are now drawing from just 
onc or two production companics for 
their whole lineup. “Hang Time looks 
like Saved by the Bell, which looks like 
City Guys [on NBC],” Jordan says, 
while “Pepper Ann looks like Recess 
fon ABC].” CBS, for the first time, 
has turncd its entire slate of six half- 
hour shows over to a single supplier. 
It presents a familiar paradox: more 
shows, less diversity. 

Markey, nevertheless, defends the 
CTA. “On the balance,” he says, “I 
know the Children’s Television Act is 
a much better deal than the situation 
we had before.” And he’s not wrong 
— the law has limited commercial 
time and increased the amount of 
children’s programming on most sta- 
tions, two significant achicvements. 
But if this law is to live up to its cnor- 
mous potential, everyone must be will- 
ing to address issucs not only of 
quantity but of quality as well. Other- 
wise, the new-and-improved educa- 
tional lincups may turn out to be little 
more than the usual cartoons and sit- 
coms with “Just Say No” messages 
tacked on, and children’s-tclevision 
advocates will be left wondcring what 
the whole fight was for. & 


Andy Levinsky is an independent 
children’s-television producer and free- 
lance writer based in Newton. 
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The Christmas Store 


WEAVING . ORNAMENTS . GLASS . FLEECE . POTTERY . LEATHER 
. CLOTHING . CARDS . METAL . STUFFED TOYS . JEWELRY . PAPER . MOBILES . 
WOOD . QUILTS . HERBAL PUPPETS . PHOTOGRAPHY 



































































OPENING 
Veterans Day 


Nov. ! 1 -1Pm 
| 8LOCK FROM THE 


T STATION 
& ACROSS FROM 
Porter ExCHANGE 


THROUGH 
Dec. 24 - 6a" 
(617)491-3505 


Tuurs-Fri 10-8 
Sat 10-7 . Sun 12-6 









Mon-Tues-Weo : 
10-6 (Nov.) 10-8 (Dec.) Our 27TH Season! 





BOSTON NEIGHBORHOOD NETWORK 


THANK YOU 

We raised $6000 in our seven-hour telethon 
on channels 3 and 23, produced jointly with 
the American Red Cross. We got the message 
out about the tragedy of Hurricane Georges 
and Mitch. N.E. Cable News, Boston 
Catholic TV Center and WCVB-TV 
generously supplied relevant storm videos 
from the countries involved, including 
Cardinal Law’s trip to Honduras and 
Nicaragua. The telethon educated our 
BNN-TV viewers about how their money 
would be put to good use: for water 
purification, reconstruction, to feed the 
hungry, for medicine for the increasing 
diseases now evident... Thank you to our 
producers and viewers of public access 
television in Boston. 


BOSTON NEIGHBORHOOD NETWORK 
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GOOD BYE 
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SELLERS ~ 


8 MOUNT AUBURN STREET, CAMBRIDGE 
MON.-SAT. 10:004M-10:00PM » SUN. NOON-10:00PM 


30% 
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In Harvard Square 


15'2 YEARS 






SS 
ALL BOOKS IN STORE, THROUGH 12-27-98 
HARVARD SQUARE STORE ONLY 






Incense (including Frankincense & Myrhh/ 
An array of unlgue gifts in a peaceful shapplag atmogphere 
We carry Mendhi Mts & Jades Creams 





1237 Cambridge St (Inman Square/ 
(617/ 492.4792 
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Behind — and beyond — the hype 





over A Civil Action: A reporter 
revisits the scene of the real 
Woburn tragedy 


TOXIC 


Continued from cover 


Years of painful, debilitating treatments, relapses, and crises were over. He 





was 15. 

“Jimmy was a big boy, ten and a half pounds when he was born,” Anderson 
says proudly, showing me a portrait of him as a toddler, before he got sick. 
Her kids are tall, and she figures Jimmy would’ve been the tallest, maybe six- 
foot-six, if it hadn’t been for the chemo. If he hadn’t died. 

This particular Christmas, Anne Anderson’s name is associated with the 
glamour of Hollywood. A Civil Action, the fictionalized movie about the lawsuit 
she and seven other Woburn families brought against the three companies they 
believed had polluted their water, opens in New York and Los Angeles on 


Christmas Day; the national rollout is on January 8. Disney’s hype machine has 





been turned up to 10. The billboards and television ads are inescapable. A gala 
premiere will be held at Boston’s Wang Theatre on January 6, with money to be 
raised for the Jimmy Fund and the Ronald McDonald House. John Travolta 
and Robert Duvall will be there. So will Kathleen Quinlan, who plays Anderson 
in the movie. So, in all likelihood, will Anderson, steeling herself against her 


ambivalence about the film and the best-selling book by Jonathan Harr on 





which it was based. And against the decidedly mixed feelings she has for the 





man Travolta is portraying: Jan Schlichtmann, the ego-driven lawyer who 


ANNE ANDERSON: /8 years after her son’s death, doggedly — and unsuccessfully — sought justice, riches, and fame on the fam- 
she’s still looking for justice. ae ; ‘ 
—— ————— ilies’ behalf and, ultimately, at their expense. 


“ There is, in fact, nothing glamorous about Anderson’s 1979, when state investigators discovered that the two 
life, or about the lives of the seven other families involved municipal wells that supplied drinking water to Ander- 
in the suit. Anderson continues to live in the small home son’s neighborhood were contaminated with industrial 
where her children grew up, in a modest, middle-class solvents. For years, the ongoing story was my main as- 
section of Woburn. Now 62, she appears about 10 years signment: the various investigations by state and federal 
younger. She dresses well and keeps a neat home; she still environmental agencies; the results of a study by the Har- 
bristles at the description of her house, in Harr’s book, as vard School of Public Health that showed a clear associa- 
3 “dilapidated.” She has friends, family, and a job she likes, tion between the contaminated water and Woburn’s ele- 
running the law library at Woburn District Court. But the vated leukemia rate; and an audacious proposal by a 
sadness is never far below the surface. young lawyer named Jan Schlichtmann to make the com- 
“I can’t let myself go and really enjoy it,” Anderson panies presumed responsible for the contamination pay 
says of the buzz over the film. “The movie people have for their actions. 
treated us with great sensitivity. But I can’t get past the Until I left the Times Chronicle, in 1989, the city’s toxic- 
reason that all this happened, and it’s still painful. | come waste legacy remained with me, and was intertwined with 
home from some of these events and I’m just spent, be- tragedies in my own life in ways that resonated with and 
Cause it costs me so much.” magnified what I was watching unfold. My father died of 
lung cancer in 1985. My mother was diagnosed with can- 
FIRST met Anderson some 15 years ago, when I was a cer in 1986, the year the trial took place; she died two 
reporter for Woburn’s Daily Times Chronicle. The years later, just as the appeals process was heating up. 


city’s toxic-waste tragedy had been a huge story since A Civil Action — both the book and the movie — is a 











BY DAN KENNEDY 


lawyers’ story. From Perry Mason to The 
Verdict, the public has always loved a good 
lawyers’ story, and the unfolding, and un- 
raveling, of Anderson et al. v. W.R. Grace et 
al. is more compelling than most. Harr’s 
1995 book is a first-rate nonfiction ac- 
count, fully deserving of the accolades that 
have come its way. I haven’t seen the 
movie, but I’ve read what is purported to 
be the final version of the script; and 
though the screenwriters take considerable 
liberties with the facts, what they have 
come up with strikes me as high-toned en- 
tertainment with a social conscience, which 
is no small accomplishment. 

But perhaps because I knew the people 
involved, perhaps because cancer was an 
ever-present apparition in my own life, it 
always seemed to me that Anne Anderson’s 
story was considerably more important 
than Jan Schlichtmann’s. She unearthed 
the mystery behind her son’s illness and 
forced the nation to take notice. Eventually, 
investigators would report that the 28 
leukemia cases diagnosed in Woburn be- 
tween 1964 and the mid- 1980s were four 
times more than should be expected for a 
community of its size. Anderson’s tenacity 
— and that of other Woburn activists — 
led to a new understanding of the environ- 
ment, to new laws, to stricter standards of 
accountability for companies that handle 
toxic chemicals. Schlichtmann’s story, by 
contrast, is one of failure. 


O ONE deserves more blame for what 

happened in Woburn than its city gov- 
ernment. A middle- and lower-middle-class 
community 12 miles north of Boston, 
Woburn is one of the birthplaces of the In- 
dustrial Revolution. A toxic brew of chemi- 
cals has been floating through the Aberjona 
River valley, which bisects Woburn, for 
more than 150 years. City officials first 
started talking about drilling wells in East 
Woburn in the 1950s to alleviate the chron- 
ic shortage of drinking water. In 1958 they 
hired an outside consultant to conduct an 
engineering study. The conclusion: the 
groundwater was far too heavily polluted 
even to consider letting people drink it. Yet 
in 1964 the city committed the original sin 
in this multigenerational tragedy. Well G 
was installed on the east bank of the Aber- 
jona. Three years later, Well H was built a 
few hundred feet to the north. 

It was this highly contaminated water 
that Jimmy Anderson was exposed to in 
utero, was bathed in, drank, and played in. 
His mother always had her doubts — it 
smelled bad, it tasted bad, it corroded the 
pipes in her and her then-husband, Char- 





GRACE employees testified that 
they dumped chemicals. But the 
company still denies responsibility. 


lie’s, home. Those doubts grew into fear 
and then into conviction after Jimmy was 
diagnosed with leukemia, in 1972, and she 
began meeting other Woburn families when 
she’d bring Jimmy to Boston for treatment. 

But Anderson’s belief that the water had 
made her son sick was mainly a private one 
until May 1979, when several barrels of 
chemicals were found dumped near the 
Aberjona River. State investigators tested 
Wells G and H. They found no evidence 
that the contents of the barrels had made 
their way into the wells. What they did find, 
though, was even worse: drinking water 
contaminated with trichloroethylene 
(TCE), tetrachloroethylene (also known as 
perchloroethylene, or PCE), and other in- 
dustrial solvents. The wells were closed and 
have not been used since. 

The discovery provided Anne Anderson 
with the resolve she needed to act. But few 





at the church in September 1979 for fami- 
lies who'd been affected by leukemia and 
other cancers. The response was over- 
whelming, far larger than he had expected. 
A map was put together, with colored pins 
marking homes where someone had been 
diagnosed with leukemia; a cluster became 
visible in East Woburn. And instead of try- 
ing to talk her out of her theory, Young be- 
came an advocate, knocking on doors and 
demanding answers where she couldn't. 

“It became clear to me that we had a real 
bias here against a mother and a woman,” 
Young says. “I was a priest. I brought to it 
a clerical collar. Whenever I called various 
agencies and offices, | would introduce my- 
self as ‘Father Young.’ It was helpful in get- 
ting through to them. Maybe they said, ‘It’s 
that crazy priest again,’ but on the surface 
it was at least an entrée.” 

The third key player in those early days 


GROUND ZERO: studies showed that East Woburn had more than its share of 


leukemia. 


wanted to listen. She fought an unrespon- 
sive City Hall. She fought whispers that she 
was just a hysterical mother, that she was 
an outsider (she’d grown up in Somerville), 
that she didn’t know what she was talking 
about. She even fought Charlie, who be- 
lieved she was chasing a chimera. He asked 
their minister, the Reverend Bruce Young, 
rector of Trinity Episcopal Church, to in- 
tervene — to talk to her, to try to bring her 
some sense of peace over what had befallen 
their family. 

“He said to me, ‘She won't let go of it, 
Bruce,’ ” recalls Young, who’ll retire from 
Trinity next June. Young says he tried to 
reason with her — and agreed to help her 
when she got the idea of holding a meeting 





was a newspaper reporter — Charlie Ryan, 
who covered the city for the Daily Times 
Chronicle. He’d reported on the discovery 
of the barrels, on the contamination of the 
wells, and on the unearthing of an enor 
mous toxic-waste site in North Woburn 
called the Industri-Plex that, as it turned 
out, was unrelated to the problems ol 
Wells G and H. But Ryan’s most important 
story came in December 1979, on a devel- 
opment he thought he’d been beaten on. 
The state’s Department of Public Health 
was about to release the results of a study 
on Woburn’s leukemia rate, and Ryan ar- 
ranged to interview DPH officials. That 
morning, the Boston Herald American pub- 
lished a front-page story reporting that the 








DECEMBER 18, 1998 NEWS THE BOSTON PHOENIX 21 








LEGACY 


leukemia rate was within the normal range 
for a city of Woburn’s size. 

“I was a little pissed,” Ryan remembers, 
“but I went in there anyway.” He sat down 
with a DPH statistician, who explained the 
results to him: essentially, the DPH had 
taken the number of leukemia cases and di- 
vided it by the total population of Woburn, 
based on the 1970 census. Ryan stopped 
him. 1970? The population of Woburn, 
Ryan knew, had fallen from 40,000 to 
around 36,000. Ryan asked a simple ques- 
tion: What would happen if the lower fig- 
ure were used? The statistician recalculated 
the numbers — and, all of a sudden, the 
number of leukemia cases appeared to be 
“statistically significant,” the bland-sound- 
ing phrase used to describe what was obvi- 
ously a very real problem. 

“That story drastically changed every- 
thing,” says Ryan, who got out of journal- 
ism a few years ago and now helps run the 
computers for Essex County Newspapers. 
“To that point, everyone had considered 
Anne Anderson to be just a hysterical mom. 
I think without that story, the Centers for 
Disease Control, the Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency, and the state never would 
have pushed that hard.” 

Ryan’s personal story is itself emblematic 
of Woburn and how it has changed from an 
insular, working-class city into a bedroom 
community with a well-educated middle 
class. Ryan was part of a large Catholic 
family; his late father had been head of the 
Woburn Redevelopment Authority and, on 
the surface at least, a well-entrenched 
member of the city’s parochial political cul- 
ture. But Ryan, influenced by the Vietnam 
War and the protest movements of the 
1960s, traveled to India as a Peace Corps 
volunteer after graduating from Boston 
College, and married an Indian woman. 

Thus, when career and family drew him 
back, he brought with him both an intimate 
familiarity with his hometown and a broad- 
er world-view. In one of his first stories, he 
made it.clear that he would not practice 
journalism-as-usual: he reported on how 
local public-housing officials discriminated 

against the city’s burgeoning Latino com- 
munity. Not long after he began reporting 
on the toxic-waste story, Ryan recalls, an 
old friend of his father’s told him, “Your 
father would be turning over in his grave if 
he knew what you were doing to his city.” 
Ryan’s response: “That means you didn’t 
know my father very well.” 


OVIEGOERS CAN be excused if 
they come away from A Civil Action 
See TOXIC, page 22 
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thinking that no one cared about the Ander- 
son family’s, and Woburn’s, problems before 
Jan Schlichtmann swooped onto the scene. 
In fact, Schlichtmann arrived near the end, 
not the beginning, of the story. Woburn and 
Love Canal were already synonymous with 
toxic waste. For years, elected officials and 
federal investigators had tromped through 
the city to express concern and to promise 
change. Although Schlichtmann decided to 
sue three industrial giants — W.R. Grace & 
Company, Beatrice Foods Company, and 
the UniFirst Corporation in part because 
he knew they had deep pockets, he also sin- 
gled them out because that’s where the gov- 
ernment’s investigation was leading. 

Grace owned a plant that manufactured 
food-packaging equipment under the Cry- 
ovac brand name, and used TCE to clean 
tools and thin paint. Employees testified 
during the trial that they disposed of used 
TCE by dumping barrels and chemicals out 
back. Beatrice purchased the John J. Riley 
Company tannery — and Riley’s legal lia- 
bility — just a few months before the wells 
were shut down. A 15-acre undeveloped 
property adjacent to and owned by the tan- 
nery was heavily contaminated, and 
Schlichtmann tried — with little success — 
to show that the tannery itself (and thus 
Beatrice) was responsible. UniFirst operat- 
ed a dry-cleaning plant that used PCE; it 
settled out of court for $1.05 million before 
the trial began. 

The sad truth is that the 1986 trial, in 
federal district court, may never have been 
Schlichtmann’s to win. The scientific state 
of the art was (and still is) probably too 
primitive to allow him to prove, by a pre- 
ponderance of the evidence, that Beatrice 
and Grace were at least partly responsible 
for contaminating Wells G and H, and that 
the contaminants, in turn, caused leukemia 
and other illnesses. By way of analogy, con- 
sider the difficulty lawyers have in suing to- 
bacco companies on behalf of clients who 


have contracted lung cancer — a cause- 


MARILYN 


BRUCE YOUNG got involved as Anderson’s minister — and became an activist. 


and-effect relationship that is far better es- 
tablished than the one linking TCE and 
leukemia. Then, too, the adversarial system 
of justice is peculiarly ill-suited to deciding 
a case as complex as this one (see “Civil 
Reforms,” page 23). 

Still, there’s no doubt that Schlichtmann 
and his principal witness, renowned Prince- 
ton hydrogeologist George Pinder, made 
things worse — much worse. 

First, as Harr recounts in his book, 
Schlichtmann walked away from pretrial ne- 
gotiations just as it appeared that Beatrice 
was getting ready to offer $8 million. Not 
only was Schlichtmann’s case against Beat- 
rice weaker than the one against Grace, but 
Beatrice was represented by Hale and Dorr’s 
formidable chief of litigation, Jerome Facher 
— an avuncular-seeming courtroom assas- 
sin who would humiliate Schlichtmann’s 
witnesses and exploit Schlichtmann’s own 
inexperience. Keeping Facher out of the 
courtroom would have made Schlichtmann’s 
job immeasurably easier. 

Second, Pinder completely botched his 





explanation of how contaminated ground- 
water beneath the 15-acre tannery property 
flowed into Wells G and H — a failure to 
which Harr’s book gives insufficient 
weight, and that the movie script drama- 
tizes without explaining. To oversimplify, 
Pinder testified that even though ground- 
water beneath the 15 acres readily moved 
under the Aberjona River and then into the 
wells, he claimed that the river itself con- 
tributed no water to the wells. It was bad 
enough that Facher showed Pinder to be 
wrong (the US Geological Survey later 
confirmed that the wells drew about half 
their water from the river). Even worse, it 
appeared to me — and, it seemed clear, to 
Judge Walter Jay Skinner as well — that 
Pinder had deliberately slanted his testimo- 
ny to knock down a defense theory that the 
river, not Beatrice and Grace, had polluted 
the wells. Pinder’s testimony was so dam- 
aging that several years later, when 
Schlichtmann argued on appeal that Beat- 
rice’s and Riley’s lawyers improperly with- 
held evidence of possible chemical dumping 


# 


on the tannery property, Skinner ruled that 
it was irrelevant. Skinner reasoned — logi- 
cally — that Pinder had not presented a 
credible theory as to how groundwater be- 
neath the Beatrice property could make its 
way into the wells in the first place. 

Following a 78-day trial, the jury dis- 
missed the case against Beatrice in July 
1986, but ruled that Grace was indeed re- 
sponsible for polluting the wells. Skinner 
threw out the verdict on the grounds that 
the jury’s written verdict was confusing and 
contradictory. (The jurors reached their 
verdict by filling out a questionnaire, draft- 
ed by the judge, that was itself confusing, if 
not contradictory.) At that point, Schlicht- 
mann and Grace settled for about $8 mil- 
lion, with Grace declining to admit any 
wrongdoing. The families got a few hun- 
dred thousand dollars apiece — little com- 
pensation for the pain they had suffered, 
and a long way from the hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars Schlichtmann had talked 
about when he first took their case. 

Schlichtmann himself, financially and 
emotionally drained, declared bankruptcy, 
moved to Hawaii for a time, and slowly tried 
to rebuild his career — until Harr’s book 
and Travolta’s star appeal brought the fame 
his courtroom failures had denied him. To- 
day Schlichtmann lives in a seaside mansion 
in tony Beverly Farms and has achieved, 
through the cult of celebrity, the riches and 
acclaim he had always craved. But his for- 
mer clients are not rich, and their fame is 
based on experiencing the worst thing that 
can ever happen to a parent. 

“The trial about destroyed me,” says 
Anne Anderson. “I know it about de- 
stroyed Jan. But I didn’t have any place to 
go and recover.” 


VER LUNCH in a dark corner of 

Spuds, hard by Interstate 93, Nick Pale- 
ologos reminds me of something I had com- 
pletely forgotten — that at an earlier lunch, 
in 1991, I first told him about Harr’s book- 
in-progress. Paleologos, a state-rep-turned- 
movie-producer (he and his business part- 
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ner, Fred Zollo, have made such films as Mississippi Burning 
and Quiz Show), was thinking about making a Woburn 
movie, and I suggested that Harr’s book — if he could ever 
finish writing it — might make a good starting point. 
Paleologos stayed in touch with Harr for several years, but 


in the end he lost out to Robert Redford and Disney. The next 


time Paleologos was heard from was in 1997. Disney was re- 
fusing to pay the families for their life stories, and Paleologos 


filed a bill with the state legislature that would have forced the 
company’s hand. Paleologos took some heat — in some quar- 


ters, he was denounced as a money-grubbing enemy of free 
speech who was bitter over being cut out of the action — but 


much the families got, except to say the payments were in 
keeping with movie-industry standards. “They weren’t num- 
bers I'd picked out of a hat,” he says, chuckling. 


toxic-waste problems. He remembers reading in the Daily 


ing that Anne Anderson and Bruce Young were organizing. 
He knew Young because the priest had allowed him and 
Zollo to hold theatrical rehearsals at Trinity Church when 
they were still high-school students. “My attitude was, if 
Bruce Young says there’s something wrong, there’s some- 


says. Over the next few years, Paleologos, Anderson, and 
Young worked together to pass legislation creating a state 









Civil reforms 


ILLIAM THILLY, AN MIT scientist who’s study- 

ing the relationship between chemical exposure 
and chromosomal damage, once told a Woburn citi- 
zens’ group why he would never want to testify in a tox- 
ic-waste case such as the one brought by Jan Schlicht- 
mann. “For every PhD,” he quipped, “there is an equal 
and opposite anti- PhD.” 

In fact, the adversarial system of justice is ill-suited to 
deciding the kinds of highly complex issues in cases such 
as the Woburn toxic-waste suit. Each legal team —— the 
families’, W.R. Grace’s, and Beatrice’s — hired highly 
credentialed scientists who presented mind-bogglingly 
technical testimony about groundwater flow, pressure 
gradients, and even, for one memorably arcane after- 
noon, how tetrachloroethylene biodegrades into vinyl 
chloride. After many months of this, six ordinary men 

- and women were herded into a little room and forced to 
decide whose theory was the most convincing. Thus was 
the fatally confused verdict virtually guaranteed. 

After sitting through all but five of the 78 days of tri- 
al, | have some qualifications for observing what went 
wrong, and how similar trials could be made better. 
What follows are a few modest proposals. 

* He, the jury: The judge, rather than lay jurors, 
should be the sole arbiter of facts in a case as complex 
and technical as Woburn’s. The only role for a jury in 
such a case should be to determine the level of dam- 
ages. Granted, Judge Walter Jay Skinner was no more 
technically adept than the postal clerks and retired nurs- 
es who made up the jury. But if he had had to make the 
final decision himself, the families — and, ultimately, 
the public —- would have been spared the travesty of the 
verdict against Grace having to be thrown out because 
the jurors didn’t understand what they were doing. 

¢ Just the facts: Once a judge has ruled that a law- 
suit meets some minimal standard for moving forward, 
the court itself, rather than the lawyers, should investi- 
gate the facts. Admittedly, this would present some 
problems, mainly over who would pay for an expensive, 
drawn-out investigation. But the benefits of a neutral, 
objective investigation headed by a court-appointed 
master would far outweigh any possible objections. The 
parties to the suit, of course, would be able to challenge 
the court’s findings of fact, and the judge would be re- 
quired to take those challenges into account. 

¢ Government work: Early in the Woburn trial, 
Schlichtmann attempted to introduce data compiled by 
the US Environmental Protection Agency. He was un- 
successful, because the EPA had a court-approved ex- 
emption from having to testify in private lawsuits. 
(Schlichtmann gets some revenge-by-proxy in the 
movie: the screenwriters have rewritten history by 
claiming that the EPA got involved only after Schlicht- 
mann’s suit lit a fire under the agency.) 

As EPA officials put it during the trial, take away 
their exemption and they would end up spending more 
time testifying than working. But there should be some 
way of balancing the concerns of government agencies 
with the need for unbiased, authoritative information. 
In fact, government agencies clearly identified Beat- 
rice’s 15-acre property as a source of contamination 
to Wells G and H, the very issue that Schlichtmann’s 
hydrogeological consultant, George Pinder, botched 
so badly. Schlichtmann still would have had to show 
that the property’s previous owner, the Riley tannery, 
was responsible for the contamination. But at least the 
entire case wouldn’t have come undone because of one 
witness from hell. 





— DK 


in the end, Disney settled. Paleologos isn’t allowed to say how 


Paleologos is hardly a newcomer to the story of Woburn’s 


Times Chronicle way back in 1979 about a community meet- 


thing wrong. He had instant credibility with me,” Paleologos 


“Superfund” to clean up toxic-waste sites (mimicking a pre- 
See TOXIC, page 24 
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TOXIC, from page 23 


viously passed federal law) and a state can- 
cer registry so tragedies such as Woburn’s 
could be detected and documented more 
easily. 

“T felt a huge amount of frustration at not 
being able to move the bureaucracy as fast 
as I thought it ought to be moved,” he says. 
“Now, looking back, I think it moved pretty 
quickly.” Indeed, by 1985, before the trial 
even began, Paleologos’s work on the toxic- 
waste problem was essentially done. The 
EPA’s investigation was well under way. 
(The EPA officials who at the time moaned 
that Schlichtmann’s lawsuit was impeding 
their progress will either laugh or cry at the 
close of the movie, when it’s “revealed” that 
the EPA got involved in the case only as a 
result of Schlichtmann’s work.) Today, 
Grace and Beatrice are paying for a multi- 
million-dollar project to clean up East 
Woburn: the Superfund law makes property 
owners responsible whether or not they ac- 
tually contaminated their land. 

Indeed, A Civil Action tells just a small 
part of the Woburn story, the leading char- 
acters of which aren’t lawyers but ordinary 
people who showed courage, intelligence, 
and common sense in the face of extraordi- 
nary circumstances. The result has been a 
sea change in attitude from the insular 
1970s and early ’80s, when city officials 
simply insisted the water was fine and that 
Anderson, Young, Ryan, Paleologos, and 
the like were just troublemakers. 

By contrast, Woburn’s current mayor, 
Robert Dever, a retired airline pilot who’s 
been in office since 1996, goes out of his 
way to convince the public of his environ- 
mental sensitivity. Last year, for instance, 
when routine testing revealed that one of 
the city wells contained trace amounts of 
TCE, Dever shut it down immediately — 
even though the amounts were far below 
the threshold set by the EPA. 

“The top priority to me is to make sure 
we have a clean and safe water supply,” 
says Dever. Linda Olsson, an environmen- 


Ordinary people showed 
courage, intelligence, and 
common sense in the face of 
extraordinary circumstances. 


tal activist, says such rapid action definitely 
shows a change in attitude, although she 
still wishes there were “more communica- 
tion between the city and the community.” 

Yet, in some respects, Woburn has the 
feel of a place that has come full circle 
rather than moved forward. 

In North Woburn, the home of the city’s 
other toxic-waste site, city, state, and feder- 
al officials are moving ahead with plans to 
pave over the contaminated land with a 
train station and a parking lot. But 
Gretchen Latowsky, who was the director 
of Woburn FACE (For a Cleaner Environ- 
ment) until its rather acrimonious demise 
several years ago, says nothing should be 
done until a system is in place to treat con- 
taminated groundwater that’s flowing off 
the property. 

“What really bothers me the most about 
this is that everyone has lost sight of where 
we started,” says Latowsky, who — as pro- 
ject director for community technical assis- 
tance for the JSI Center for Environmental 
Health Sciences — has lectured from East- 
ern Europe to the Alaskan wilderness on 
the lessons of Woburn. (Dever responds 
that the groundwater problem will be ad- 
dressed in any construction plan.) 

Then there are the companies that 
Schlichtmann sued, none of which has ever 
admitted to one iota of responsibility for 
Woburn’s suffering. Former tannery owner 
John Riley has always insisted he never 
used any of the chemicals at issue in the 
suit. Beatrice, of course, never did anything 
other than cut a bad deal when it bought 
Riley’s property. And even though Grace 
had to admit that its employees dumped 
TCE in back of the Cryovac plant, its offi- 


cial corporate position continues to be 
that none of that TCE ever made it into 
Wells G and H. The company has put 
together an entire Web site 
(http://www.civil-action.com/) dedicated 
to putting its point across. Presumably it is 
no coincidence that the URL is almost 
identical to that of the official movie site, 
http://www.acivilaction.com/. 

Ironically, Grace is now the subject of 
another toxic-waste controversy. Two 
weeks ago the Toxics Action Center re- 
leased its second annual “dirty dozen” list 
of the state’s worst environmental hazards. 
Among them: a Winchester dump site that 
allegedly contains contaminated materials 
from an old Grace chemical plant in Cam- 
bridge. A homeowner in the Winchester 
neighborhood, John Morgan, claims that 
TCE in the material leached north into the 
Woburn well that was shut down last year. 
Grace has emphatically denied all allega- 
tions. But Bruce Young says he can’t help 
but observe that the denials sound exactly 
like those the company issued nearly two 
decades ago. 

“T feel like Don Quixote a little bit,” he 


says. 


OU’RE NOT supposed to walk along 

the dirt path that leads to what used to 
be Well G, but I do anyway, making my 
way through a wooded area until I come to 
a small clearing. Here are the remains of 
the well house. In 1986, then-mayor John 
Rabbitt ordered it knocked down, during 
the trial, as a way of dramatizing the fact 
that the contaminated well water was no 
longer being used. All that’s left is a con- 
crete base, some twisted shards of metal, a 





few wires. Ahead is the swamp that lies on 
either side of the Aberjona River, choked 
with eight-foot-tall reeds. 

It’s a beautiful afternoon, and the sur- 
roundings are so serene you might think 
you were in a nature preserve. But looks 
can be deceptive. Here and there are pipes 
— wells drilled into the groundwater to test 
for contamination. Across the way, on the 
15 acres Schlichtmann alleged was con- 
taminated by the Riley tannery, an immense 
expanse of rocks has been spread out, dot- 
ted with manholes and bright-orange 
cones, part of a cleanup project that will, in 
all likelihood, take decades to complete. 

Jimmy Anderson would be 30 if he were 
alive. It is a simple, unavoidable truth that 
haunts Anne Anderson every day. She gives 
her big old golden retriever, Charlie, a pat. 
“There are a lot of positive things that came 
out of this,” she says. “I think the two things 
I’m most conscious of are Superfund and 
the Mass Cancer Registry. I’m real proud 
that I had an opportunity to be a part of 
that. I also think there’s a greater awareness 
of the effects of toxic waste. I think compa- 
nies are more careful now — they’re not go- 
ing to be as arrogantly careless as they were 
in the past, because they know they might be 
the next one on the docket.” 

But Anderson’s is an unwanted celebrity, 
suffused with sadness. She’s always 
shocked that when she tells people about 
participating in some publicity event for the 
movie, all they’re interested in is the glitz 
and the glimmer. “Some people think it’s a 
big lark — ‘Oh, you met John Travolta,’ ” 
she says, shaking her head. “I haven’t felt 
stability in so long that I wouldn’t know it if 
it hit me. My family and friends from back 
then who went through this with me, we 
never talk about it. It’s hurtful to talk about 
it. We really don’t.” gz 


Dan Kennedy can be reached at 
dkennedy@phx.com. His archive on the 
Woburn toxic-waste case can be found at 
http://www. shore.net/~dkennedy/woburn. 
html. 
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the country. If you are motivated, creative, have QuarkXPress 
expenence, and want to work in a multi-media environment with 
excellent growth potential, this is the position for you 












INTERNET DEVELOPER 
We are looking for an energetic, resourceful, independent and 
detailed-onented individual to work on the Phoenix Media Group 
web sites. Duties will include enhancing the current functionality and 
developing new sites. The ideal candidate will have a BS in Computer 
Science and have been programming for a web content company 
for at least 2 years. Must be proficient with developing web sites with 
NT, HTML, SOL, Java and/or Perl, and Microsoft Intemet Information 
Server. This is an excellent opportunity to work on exciting projects 
utilizing some of the newest software tools on the market 












LEGISLATIVE SPECIALIST 
InstaTrac, Massachusetts’ only online government information 
firm, seeks 2 individuals to chronicle the inner workings of the 
Massachusetts Statehouse and state agencies. Responsibilities 
would inciude collecting legislative data from the Statehouse, as 
well as reporting on actions taken by the House, Senate. 
legislative committees and agencies. Strong interpersonal ar 
computer skills preferred 


SALES MAMAGERS 
Due to 20% growth in 1998, The Boston, Providence, and 
Worcester offices have sales management opportunities for qualified 
candidates with at least 5 years of outside sales expenence 
Management expenence and media sales a plus. 


NATIONAL ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 
We seek a dynamic and experienced account executive with strong 
presentation skills to join our expanding Corporate National Sales 
Department. The position will concentrate on establishing new 
business, but also provides the opportunity to sell The Providence 
Phoenix, The Worcester Phoenix, and specialty sports magazines to 
national advertisers. Eligible candidates will have 1-2 years exper- 
tence selling national accounts. Agency expenence a plus. Some 
travel required. 


ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE 
The Boston Phoenix and The Providence Phoenix have exciting 
opportunities available for dynamic and creative individuals with 

strong presentation and sales skills to join our sales force. To quality 
you must have a minimum of 1 year proven track record in outside 
sales and possess the ability to generate new business. Expenence 
in pnt sales a plus. 


CLASSIFIED AD-TAKER/TELEMARKETER 
We seek a highly motivated individual who will be responsible for the 
placement of all inbound Classified Lines sales in addition to gaining 
exposure to outside sales. Qualified candidates will have excellent 
customer service skills and a strong desire to break into the lucrative 
field of media sales at one of Boston's most altemative companies. 
Please come in to our Brookline Ave. offices for an immediate 
interview, Monday through Friday. 9am-6pm. 

CALL CENTER REPRESENTATIVES 

Immediate openings in our fast-paced call center for full-time and 


Part-time customer service reps to assist customers placing personal 
ads in newspapers nationwide. Previous call center or customer 


service exp. preferred. Bilingual Spanish Needed. 
STAFF WRITER 
The Boston and Providence Phoenix's are looking for enegetic and 
expenenced writers and reporters. Top candidates will have the 
following: at least 3 years of joumalism expenence (5 or more 
preferred); proven ability to wnte long pieces (2500+ words) in clear, 
compelling prose: and expenence in preparing investigative articles. 
Please submit 5 wnting clips with resume. 

SENIOR ACCOUNTANT 

The Phoenix Media Group seeks a skilled professional with 5+ years of 
general accounting expenence. This visible position with sites in Boston 
and Worcester will be responsible for the full accounting cycle including 
financial statement preparation, cash planning, and tax proyections. Must 
have knowledge of accounting systems and have BS in Accounting 


















































RECEPTIONSTS 
We have dynamic opportunities for a detail-oriented and self- 
motivated individuals to handie reception duties and provide 
administrative support to various departments as needed. This 
entry-level position requires excellent communication and 
organization skills and offers a transfer after 6 months. This is 
an awesome opportunity for an individual who loves the Phoenix 
and WFNX and is eager to begin a career in communications at 
one of Boston's most alternative companies 


COURIER 
The Boston Phoenix seeks a full time couner who will be 
responsible for making delivenes in and around the Boston area 
Knowledge of Boston and it's surrounding areas a must as is a 
clean driving record 


MASS WEB 
PRINTING 


PRESS & BINDARY OPPS. 
Mass Web Pninting Co.. the area’s largest provider of quality web 
pnnting products, seeks 3rd shift Press Helper to assist in the 
operation of web printing equipment. Schedule will be 1 1pm-7am. 
Expencence will be hepful but not necessary. Bindery position is 
entry level 7 part-time/daytime hours. 






















SALES MANAGER 
Great opportunity for an organized, aggressive, self starter at this 
growing web printing company located in Aubum, MA. 3-5 years 

panting expenence required. Sales management expenence also 
required. Web pnnting expenence and an established client base 
hetptul. We offer a competitive salary and benefits package 








SPECIALIST 
Do you listen to WFNX? Is the thought of selling Boston's Real 
Alternative to local advertisers appealing to you? If a good working 
environment, cool events, and the opportunity to make good money 
ts what you're looking for, then this is the place. We are looking for 
an individual to concentrate on recruitment advertising. Candidates 
MUST have at least one year of outside sales expenence - not 
necessanly in media sales. Expenence selling recruitment 
advertsing preferred 














Please send resume and cover letter to 
Human Resources Department, 
Phoenix Media/Communications Group 
126 Brookline Avenue, Boston, MA 02215 
FAX (617) 425-2615 

e-mail: jobs @phx.com 


i Pheenix| 


MEDIA/COMMUNICATIONS GROUP 













HELP 
WANTED 


ST EN A EL AT CS 
$$$ 
22? 
1-800-811-2141 
code # 63631 
It’s a free call!!! 


$1,000 WEEKLY 


Stuffing envelopes at home. Free 
details. Rush long SASE to: ACE 
Dept. 2622, PO. Box 5137, Dia 
mond Bar, CA 91765 


EARN BIG 
MONEY STUFF- 
ING ENVELOPES 
FROM HOME 


Don't get Ay = off, get the 
acts. Free info. 


1-800-927-5667. 





(888)561-2866 


INTERNET 
BUS. OPPS. 


Low startup cost. No exp. nec 
includes computer. Only 3 posi 
tions available! 


CALL TODAY! 
1-888-764-2848. 
iv. msg. 


PROFESSIONAL 
EMPLOYMENT 


OPPS 
BOOKKEEPER 


30 hrs/wk, for a non-profit, accts 
payable/receivable, mnthly 
billing, & other administrative 
tasks. Proven exp in Excel, Lotus 
1-2-3, & Quickbooks Pro. Assoc 
or Bach. degree pref. Bkgd in ac- 
counting pref. Ability to work in 
diverse, high-energy nviron 





Interaction Institute for 
Social pange 
617)234-27 


CUSTOMER 
SERVICE 


F/T take-charge position. Handle 
busy phone and walk-in traffic in 
small, friendly, downtown cultur- 
al organization. Publication 
sales & order processing, 
scheduling, & administrative as- 
sistance. Exceptional organiz- 
ing, computer, & communication 
skills; must be detail oriented & 
enjoy answering the phone. Ex- 
cellent benefits. Resume & cover 
letter to 

K.Gilbert 

Boston Society of Architects 

52 Broad Street 

Boston, MA 02109 

fax: 617-951-0845 

kgilbert@ architects.org 


3/2) 
EMPLOYMENT 
OPPS 


Are you interested in 


ALTH/ 
NUTRITION? 


Executive Director of California- 
based company seeking self- 
Starters. Top reps earn $3-6k per 
month. Call 





Catering Sales 


F/T take-charge, artic, custavce pro for 


part on Our busiest sales team. Set daily 


agenda/evnt timelines. Handle 


inquires/draft proposals. Polish, initiative, 


people/org skills, abil. to see big picture 
req. MSWd/Win95. Exc sal/ben pakg. 
Fax coyr/resumé to HR, 781.982.9295 or 
mail to The Catered Affair, POBx 26, e 
Hingham, MA 02018 


The 


Catered 


Affai 
Catering high-profile events, since 1979, 
to Boston’s most discerning clientele. 


























| ENTERTAINMENT/CRUISE DIRECTOR 
Career opportunity for a dynamic and 
talented entertainer with local 
“Day Cruise” company. Full-time 
position as cruise director 
and manager of contracted 
entertainers. Must be energetic, 
organized and people-oriented. 
Connections to local entertainers 
helpful. Competitive salary and 
benefits. Send resume 
or apply in person at: 


LCC 6 ROWE SQ. 
GLOUCESTER, MA 01930 
(978) 282-3330 





ARTIST'S MODEL 
Need female models with pro- 
portionate bodies for drawing in 
private studio. Experience not 
necessary. $13/hr. Short inter- 
view required. 617-787-0851 


BICYCLE 
MESSENGER 
have you become a high quality 
bicycle wpe of looking for an 
opp. that rewards performance? 
We are looking for 1-2 quality 
people to preform deliveries in 
downtown Boston +. We are a 
nationwide transportation com 
pany that offers tremendous 
growth potential for the right per- 
son. Interested people should 


call 
_(761)032-1621_ 


CAFE 
HOLLYWOOD 


ESPRESSO 
Best of Boston ‘98 
Is looking for Barista & Asst 
Manager, gourmet coffee experi- 
ence req'd, fA & p/t positions avi., 
benefits. Call 
dy ng 4 Iv msg 
on- at 2pm fo 5p 
1736 ~~ ve. 
Cambridge, MA 02138 


FEMALE 
MASSEUSE 
WANTED 


Do you want great $$ but still 
have nights and weekends off? 
Call us today for interview! Only 
a few positions left available. No 
professional exp nec. Will train 
Call Gar 

(617)782-5885 








(508)370-4540 


| Find your 


with the Phoenix 


You pay 


runs un 


* What d 


next roommate 


Classifieds. 


once and your a 
til it works. - 
edi, eh? 


FOOD SERVICE — 


American Fusion Restaurant/ 
Late Night Cafe/Bar/Lounge, 1 
blk to T, hiring now for employ- 
ment beginning Jan 1st. F/T & 
P/T, a.m. & p.m. Seeking 
servers, hosts, bartenders, cock- 
tail servers, bussers, valet & full 
kitchen staff. Call 
(978)474-0594 


or apply in person at 
LORY 

19 Essex St. 

Andover, MA 
FT/PT sales asst. 3-4 days per 
wk. Customer-oriented. Sales 
exp a plus, but will train. Leave 
msg, 5PM or after. 
617-254-2779 


GIRLS WANTED 
EARN UP TO $800+/wk Must be 


18+. Flex hrs/No exp nec 
call 617-427-6514 Alex 








Housekeeping/personal care, 
8AM-1PM, Me $125/wk. and/or 
Sat & Sun, $75. Or 24hr personal 
care 8AM-8AM, $125 per day. 
Call 617-524-0921 


LANSDOWNE. 
STREET 
NIGHTCLUB 


is looking for coatcheck/boxof- 
fice staff and merchandise sales 
Women, must be 18+, to work 
weekends, some weekday/night 
shifts 





Call Aimee 
617-536-2100 


Male college graduate 25+ 
Harvard Sq. rm in exchange 
for 10 hrs wkly work with 
disturbed youth 
617 868-0649 




















YOUR JOB SEARCH JUST 
GOT QUICKER AND EASIER. 


With TAD, your job search is just a 
phone call away. Whether your looking for 
temporary or full-time work we can connect 
you to great jobs with great companies. 


e Admin Assistant 


e Accounting 


¢ Receptionist/PC Literate 


TAD 


99 Summer Street 


Boston, Massachusetts 02110 
617.951.2560 © Fax 617.345.9949 


SALES POSITION 


Sales: stunning web presents 

Reqd: 2 years success in sell- 

ing to small businesses. Fax 
info to 


800-485-4748 or 


quicksource@ibm.net 


‘SECURITY HELP 


Alternative night club seeks 
qualified security & bar back 
help. Only the open-minded 
need apply. Call 
(617)864-0400 ext. 3 





UNIQUE 
OPPORTUNITY 


Assist disabled woman. De- 
pendable, energetic, student/ 
anyone with driver's licence. No 
dress codes. No 9-5. No experi- 
ence needed. Great pay, great 
experience for aspiring home- 
care/physical therapy workers. 


617-731-6228 


SU) 


WANTED 


INFERTILE 
BOSTON-AREA 
COUPLE 
Sks healthy F, 21-25, blue 
eyes/igt.hair/slim, to be egg 
donor at top Boston clinic. Com- 


pensation provided 
(781)837-9875 








full time 
assistant 


call Jeff 
781-277-8782 


SABBATICAL 
HOUSE WANTED 


Middle-aged professional couple 
seeks house in Cambridge area 
for Spring ‘99 semester. Have no 
children. Contact Eve Averill, 
9901 S. Hoyne Avenue, Chicago, 
IL 60643. 773-233-8502 


WILL PAY $$$! 


Old sheet music, posters, patch- 
es, post cards,eprints, mags, 
comics, records, etc 


1-800-476-9405 














TASTE TESTERS 


We need adults and kids 
opinions in 
evaluating products. 
If you are interested in 
earning extra cash, call 


1-800-281-3155 
Ask for Oliver 
Call 11AM-8PM MON-FRI 
11AM-2PM SAT-SUN 
Peryam & Kroll 
Research 
WE WILL PAY CASH 
TO COME AND GIVE 
YOUR OPINIONS 
















TO PLACE 
YOUR HELP 
WANTED 
AD, CALL 
859-3300. 


Late Classifieds 





AS 
SERVICES 


WiCATONs & 


TRAVEL 


AFRICAN SAFARI 
Kenya/Tanzania/Zanzibar 14 
day trips, March & April, 1999 
Dates & itinerary flexible. Land 
travel all incluse, $200 per day, 
per person. For further info, Call 
(617)536-9828, or check our 
webpage at www.africanian- 
droversafari.com 


mm 


NEVER BE 
LONELY AGAIN! 
1-900-776-4766 

Ext. 3770 


$2.99 per min 
Must be 18yrs 
Serv-u (619)645-8434 


PERRIS 
FOR SALE 
RUTOS-FOREION 


HONDA PRELUDE SI ‘93, 2dr, 
5spd, 96K, A/C, pwer wnds/icks, 
cruise cntrl, SRS & ABS, one 
owner, red, $9000. 
(617)924-9684 











MUSIC, 
THEATRE, 
AND ARTS 


141) 


CLASSES/WORK 
SHOPS 


THEATRE 
ZONE 
ACTOR TRAINING 


Winter Classes! 








Acting 1 

Improv Ensembie 

Private Coaching 

Audition preparation for on-cam- 
era and stage 


Classes are 10 weeks, $225 


Showcase performances & per- 
formance opportunities! 


Classes begin the week of 
Nov.30th 
Call now for our free brochure 


617-887-2336 


www.theatrezone.org 


To place your own Gigs ad call 
(617)859-3300 





BASS & DRUMS whnitd for Tow- 
ering Pretzels. Hi-energy orig & 








cover R&B, rock, pop, world- 
beat. Rehers 2X/wk; gigs in 
Bost/Metro West. Sk versatile 
plyers who'll make this project a 
priority. Herbie (617)969-4930, 
Margo (978)433-5281 


Rea 
REAL ESTATE 


ROOMMATES 


To place your own Roommates 
ad call (617)859-3300 





ARLINGTON 2 prof Ms, 25 & 31 
sk M/F, N/S, for ig Vict hse, hdwd 
firs, EIK, w/d, yrd. Avi 1/1/99 
$525+ utils. 

(781)641-4841 


BROOKLINE- Sk 1M, 30+, non- 
smk, to share w/ 1M/3F profs 
Coolidge Cnr, nr T/shops. Clean 
hse. Avail 1/1. 617-738-5321 


BAY 172 YOU RENT? 


Piace your Roommate ad here 
so that thousands of cool people 
will see it. People like you. Guar- 
anteed Roommates in The 
Phoenix Classifieds 

Call 617-859-3300 today! 


HOUSEMATES 


To place your own Housemates 
ad call (617)859-3300 











LEXINGTON/LINCOLN Lrg 
furn BR w/pkng, kitch, Indry. Nr 
park & Rte 95, $110 per/wk. All 
utils inel. Call 
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Half price tickets. 





Whole show seats. 


Get half-price day-of-show 
tickets for Boston’s best 
arts events at BosTix. 
We're also a full-service 


BosTix booths 
Copley Square 
Faneuil Hall 
Harvard Square 
se career orem susie 617.482.BTIX 
www.boston.com/artsboston 


Spiritual Counseling 


by 


/ an 
Private @Confidential 
Consultations 


Soul Mate Connections 
Spiritual Blocks 
Bereavement Counseling 
Anxiety 
Depression 

i S.e1-f--Esteem 
. Quit Smoking : 
Bin Of fice/Phone Consultations 


(617)720-1424 


Visa/Mastercard 


Accepted 





WE VE EXPANDED IN MORE WAYS THAN ONE. 







‘ 





x 


LEXINGTON ESTATE JEWELERS 
ts pleased to announce the opening of 


LEXINGTON ANTIQUES 


@ unique antique and decorative accessories store also located at 1666 Massachusetts Avenue. 
Now in addition to being able to shop at our jewelry store for distinctive pieces in 
14k, 18k, platinum and silver, you can also visit our antiques store for American 


and European antiques and decorative accessories. 





LEXINGTON ESTATE JEWELERS LEXINGTON EsTATE ANTIQUES 


1666 Massachusetts Avenue, 1666 Massachusetts Avenue, 
Lexington, MA 02420 Lexington, MA 02420 
Tel: (781) 861-7555 Tel: (781) 861-7277 
http//www.lexingtonjewelers.com http://www. lexingtonjewelers.com 
Hours: Mon-Sat 9:30-6:00pm Hours: Mon-Sat 10-5:30pm 
Thursday until 9:00pm And by Appointment 









RUN ALL OVER 
TOWN PASTING 
UP FLYERS 
EVERYWHERE 
TO SUBLET 
YOUR PLACE, 

































The Boston Phoenix 
Classifieds. 345,000 
readers every week. 
Pay once and your 
ad runs until it works. 
It's guaranteed... 
and a lot less work. 

















The Boston Phoenix has been covering 
the trends and events that shape our 
times since 1966. The following selec- 
tions, culled from our back files, were 
compiled by Rachel O'Malley. 





MUCH ADO about nothing: 
Seinfeld carried on longer than 
predicted. 


See ya, Seinfeld? 
years ago: 
December 17, 1993 

Richard B. Eckhaus got a few 
laughs out of Seinfeld, but he didn’t 
think the show could truck on much 
longer. In fact, it reminded him of a 
certain newspaper columnist whose 
number now seems to be up. Little did 
he know that Jerry and the gang 
would have incredible success doing 
“nothing” in front of millions of view- 
ers for about five more years. 

“T still laugh when I watch an ‘all 
new’ episode of Seinfeld, but then | 
wonder whether | didn’t sce the same 
one last season. It’s a lot like experi- 
encing déja vu or reading Mike Barni- 
cle. Can Seinfeld be saved from itsclf? 
I don’t think so. After all, it isn’t really 
about anything, is it?” 





Oo ee 


BUY, BUY, BUY wus the cry 
during the Bush years. 


Hey, big spender! 
years ago: 

1 December 16, 1988 

Caroline Knapp referred to the in- 
tense spending mentality around the 
1988 holiday scason as “Christmas 
shopping in the age of Bush” — a 
time to unabashedly wear mink, raise 
your credit limit, and charge it. 

“Above all, postmodern affluence is 
a sensibility, a Gcorge-Bush-Skull-& - 
Bones-I-have-Yankcc-roots-and-an- 
Andover-and-Yale-education-and-a- 
home-in-Kennebunkport-and-I'm- 
proud-of-it approach to goods and 
services. And these days it’s every- 
.. It’s oozing up and down 
Newbury Street, a veritable made-for- 
George-Bush boulevard. . . . So gear 
up. Get ready. Send all that Dukak- 
isian gloom and doom about the 
economy packing.” 


is it hot in here? Nah. 
1 years ago: 
December 20, 1983 

What with the threat of nuclear 
war, toxic-wastc overload, acid rain, 
carth shifts, and a host of other disas- 
ters, Fred Shapiro rolled his eyes at 
the greenhouse effect. But it has been 
awfully warm this December . . . 
“I don’t devote much of my time to 





where. . 















backs: 


worrying about the ‘greenhouse cf- 
fect.’ Said effect is, essentially, a ther- 
mal blanket that carbon dioxide and 
other gases are forming in the atmo- 
sphere that will heat up the carth, 
melting the polar icecaps beginning 
about a century from now, and result- 
ing in a rising of the occans. It’s not 
that | don’t have any reason to believe 
that the effect isn’t real, or that all this 
isn't going to happen — it’s just that | 
think it’s enough to pray that some of 
our descendants will be around to 
worry about it when it docs.” 


A noncommercial Clash 
2 years ago: 
December 19, 1978 

Kit Rachlis didn’t think the Clash’s 
second album, Give ‘Em Enough 
Rope, would wow Amcrican fans right 
away, but he realized that the group 
didn’t really care. 





FOREIGN CONCERNS: the 
Clash did it their way. 








“The Clash have given us some- 
thing different: a rock-and-roll album 
that demands patience before it re- 
veals itsclf in even the most clemen- 
tary ways. This may not be a wise 
commercial move — especially in 
Amcrica, where so many of the al- 
bum’s concerns will be seen as (quite 
literally) foreign. But the Clash have 
already declared on their first album 
that they’re bored with the USA (an 
audacious stand for a British rock 
band). As for commercial success, 
they've established that in Britain, at 
least, it will come without their mak- 
ing any concessions.” 


Woody Allen: Mr. Serious 
2 years ago: 
December 18, 1973 

When Janct Maslin intervicwed 
Woody Allen about filmmaking, she 
was surprised by-his lack of conversa- 
tional shtick. His response: 

“All the time, | only do scrious film 
interviews. If you saw the others you 
probably saw the exceptions, because 
I’m really Mr. Scrious. I’m serious all 
the time. It’s only once in a great 
while that you get some silly publica- 
tion like Playboy, where they really 
want you to be funny. But I’m practi- 
cally never amusing.” 


reality Check wy vavia sipress 








BUY, BUY, BUY PHOTO BY MARJORIE SIEGEL. WOODY ALLEN PHOTO BY PAUL SCHUMACH 


What jf at +his very 
we're doing something 
aware of +hat wi 

row up to be a 
caceer criminal? 





‘| AM NOT AMUSING,’ guoth 
the Wood-man. 





Face it 
years ago: 
December 18, 1968 

Deac Rossell was impressed with 
John Cassavetes’s dark new film, 
Faces, which delved into the seem- 
ingly regular lives of Los Angeles 
suburbanitcs. 

“Faces illustrates that the matter is, 
in actuality, much more complex. 
Early in the film, Richard (John Mar- 
Icy) and Freddic (Fred Drapes) are at 
the apartment of a lovely blond call 
girl (Gena Rowlands, Mrs. Cas- 
savetes). They sing and dance and 
laugh with all the boisterous compul- 
sion of past-middle-age boys remi- 
niscing about their college days. 





NAMES IN FACES: Gena 
Rowlands as an LA call girl. 


“Suddenly, Freddie breaks the spell 
of the inebriated party by asking 
Gena, ‘How much? | know that 
sometime during the evening your 
hand will go into my pocket looking 
for moncy.’ The atmosphere of con- 
viviality is shattered.” 


Where are they now? 

Richard B. Eckhaus wrote for tele- 
vision shows such as The Jeffersons, 
Angie, Welcome Back, Kotter, and 
Diff'rent Strokes. Caroline Knapp is 
the author of Drinking: A Love Story 
(Dial Press) and Pack of Two: The In- 
tricate Bond Between People and Dogs 
(Bantam Doubleday Dell). Janet 
Maslin is a film critic for the New 
York Times. 
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LISTEN-T0 10 NiviFAe 
iy 1.7 WENX AND HAVE THE 
AP ONE OF OUR GIFTS pally 8 YO 


THERE ARE LOTS OF TERRIFIC PRESENTS 
UNDER THE ‘FNX TREE LIKE: 


ARDS AND POSTERS, 





at 





| AT THE 


ads, AND MUCH MORE 
+s ALL FROM THE STATION THAT DOESN T CARE F 
YOUVE. BEEN. NAUGHTY OR NICE... 





A eliciee — 





SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking 
Causes Lung Cancer, Heart Disease, 
Emphysema, And May Complicate Pregnancy. 
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Boston Arts Academy students Hurl Booth, 
loli -teloM alle tigeMe-lalem=ielicela\ ma dss 


MARK OSTOW 


OUT THERE DINING . UNCORKED 


Todd Pitock Stephen Heuser _-— Thor Iverson 
finally gets to| § \ picks wines fo 
No. 9 Park . fe holiday meals 


says humbug to 
greeting cards | sy 
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urban buy 





Beyond silver bells 


From soccer balls to pickles to Joan Crawford, 


Christmas ornaments with personality 


YOU'RE FINALLY PUTTING up a Christmas tree in your shoebox of an apartment. 
You need to buy ornaments. You need to deal with the fact that you're old enough to 
own ornaments. The urge to run home and “borrow” some of your parents’ (like you 
do everything else) is understandable, but have some dignity — those eggshell 
Santas that you made in the fourth grade were meant for your mother’s 


















tree, not yours. 
Fortunately, gift shops and housewares stores are brimming 
with funky and very individualistic ornaments this year. 
They’re not expensive. And even Hallmark has 
some weird ones. 

Some of the grooviest are at Urban 
Outfitters (861 Newbury Street, Boston, 236- 
0088). Seventies fashion has made a 
comeback, so it’s fitting that you should 

be hanging a disco ball on your tree 
while wearing bell-bottom hip-huggers. 
The ball comes in three sizes, for $5, 
$8, and $12. For the more swingin’ 
seasons greeter, pick up a hanging 
martini glass with an olive (Urban 

Outfitters, $8) or a festive box of 

ceramic cigars for $5.50 at Wild 

Goose Chase in Coolidge Corner 

(1431 Beacon Street, Brookline, 

738-8020). For a touch of tradition 

with a bit of bite, we recommend the 
traditional Christmas pickle, a 
. Sse : : 4 ae =©=—- German symbol of good luck available 
dt __ Serie eicee§ = in brassy green at Wild Goose Chase 
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HANGING OFFENSES, left to 
right: iridescent beaded ball, 
$12 at the Museum Company; 
cat/fish, $8.95 at Holidays 
Hallmark; disco ball, $5-$12 
(depending on size) at Urban 





($4). And — not to 

ignore the all-American 
beer drinker — Urban 
Outfitters also has a little 
six-pack with a sprig of holly 
and a red ribbon for $7. 

That gold star on the highest bough “eo 
is nice, but how about giving your tree a dif- 
ferent kind of star quality? The Museum Company (Shops 
at Prudential Center, Boston, 267-0071) sells vintage female film stars in paper-doll-like 
replicas: Joan Crawford, Claudette Colbert, and Barbara Stanwyck come in packages of 
five for $4.95. In the disco-ball vein, the Museum Company also has iridescent beaded 
balls in blue or red ($12) that would bring these actresses up to date. 

Alongside the retro-cool-wacky ornaments, don’t hesitate to hang ones that mean 
something to you. Fortunately, the theme at the Holidays Hallmark store (Shops at 
Prudential Center, 247-3900) seems to be, “If you like it, hang it.” Barbie. Elmo. Santa 
with a bag of goodies. Santa on a surfboard. Hallmark makes one ornament that looks 
like a cat with the body of a fish ($8.95 — just the thing for your, um, fisherman friend 
and his cat-loving wife). Roommate been sleeping with a stuffed Star Wars toy? Try a 
trio of mini Ewoks ($16.95). Similarly, sports fans might like the shiny, metallic soccer 
balls and basketballs at Wild Goose Chase ($6). Whatever your tastes, don’t be 
embarrassed — get some ornaments that let your branches hang down. 

— Rachel O’Malley | 
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me 
moon SIGNS BY SYMBOLINE DAI 


THIS WEEK WE get to 

experience the new and 

waxing moon. Unlike the 
full moon, the new moon is 
often subtle in its effects. Try 
not to let anomie or aimless- 
ness take you by surprise, but if 
you feel at a low ebb, that’s all 


too typical. And another interest- 


ing, potentially explosive astro- 
logical event will occur this 
week: Venus and Mars square 
to one another (in Capricorn 
and Libra). The severest angle 
will occur December 19 through 
26. The last time these two 


planets made this angle was the 


last week in May 1997. If you’re 
either of those signs or Aries or 
Cancer, expect to be snappish 
and irritable with the loved one 
and — true love or not — noth- 
ing will be smooth. Extra 
patience will be required over 
the holidays (but we all know 
that anyway). 





Thursday, December 17 

Waning moon in Sagittarius; 

dark of the moon. If you've 

been reading “Moon Signs,” 
you'll know that the day before the 
new moon can be fraught with difficul- 
ties. This is not a good day for tasks 
with any degree of danger or risk, and 
you really want to take care on the 
roads. Sagittarius rules the upper 
thighs, so ease up on the squats at 
the gym. But meditation should be 
more productive. Virgo, Gemini, and 
Pisces might be restless and fussy, 
but Aries and Leo need to raise your 
expectations 


Friday, December 18 
New moon in Sagittarius 
New moons signify a fresh 
start and a second chance, 
sO you Can practice your New Year’s 
resolutions or maybe start the 
Christmas shopping. Sagittarius 
begins a new emotional cycle 


Saturday, December 19 

Waxing moon in Capricorn. 
Waxing moons in earth 
signs are a great time for 


investment, or for “planting” any little 
seed you want to grow. Aries and 
Libra might find spending any money 
stressful, but Virgo and Taurus are so 
confident that they’re giving financial 
advice to the rest of us. 


Sunday, December 20 

Waxing moon in Capricorn. 

Women born under 

Capricorn are usually self- 
reliant, long-lived, and exceedingly 
blunt. If you have any Cappy friends 
you use for advice, call them today 
Capricorn males have the same ten- 
dencies, and both sexes are inclined 
to unwarranted gloom. Libra and 
Aries, avoid corners today 


Monday, December 21 

Waxing moon in Capricorn. If 

you've been squeezed in the 

Venus and Mars square, the 
pressure should be alleviated soon. 
Look back on your behavior during 
the past three days — if you’ve been 
happiest on your own, and anxious in 
company, figure you might be better 
fit for companionship tomorrow, when 
the moon moves into friendly 





Aquarius. Virgo and Taurus can take 
a break, and Aries and Libra should 
try to spend time with things instead 
of people. 


Tuesday, December 22 

Waxing moon in Aquarius. 

When the moon transits air 

signs, communication of all 
kinds increases. Are you getting more 
e-mail, phone messages, or wrong 
numbers? Aquarius rules hopes and 
wishes, so if none of the boxes under 
the tree looks promising, vocalize! 
Taurus, Leo, and Scorp may be 
forced into a decision they’re not 
ready to make. 


Wednesday, December 23 

Waxing moon in Aquarius. If 

the chatter level is way up, 

and everyone's got a 
scratchy throat, find a Gemini and 
hang on — they’ll do the talking for 
the rest of us. The sun moves into 
Capricorn today, but the gloomy goat 
won't get his hoofs in the mountain of 
our goodwill this close to Christmas. 
Right? Sagittarius and Aries know 
where the parties are today. S 





Key to Moon Signs 


This horoscope traces the passage of 
the moon, not the sun. So don’t look for 
your sign here; instead, read from day to 
day to watch the moon's influence as it 
moves though the signs of the zodiac. © 

When the moon moves into your sun 
sign, you can expect increased clarity, pos- 
sible excess of drama, and a boost in con- 
fidence. When the moon moves into the 
sun sign opposite yours (see below), 
expect to have difficulties dealing with the 
opposite sex, family members, or authority 
figures; this is not a good time for social or 
romantic activities. The moon stays in each 
sign approximately two and a haif days. 

When the moon is in Libra, it opposes 
Aries, and vice versa. The other oppositions 
are Taurus/Scorpio, Gemini/Sagittarius, 
Cancer/Capricorn, Leo/Aquarius, and 
Virgo/Pisces. 

For Symboline Dai’s sun-sign horo- 
scopes, visit our Web site at http://www. 
bostonphoenix.com. 





Symboline Dai can be reached at 
symboline @aol.com. 
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Greeting cards: When you really don’t care enough 


Season’s gratings 


BY TODD PITOCK 


IS THE SEASON. Time to contact business 

associates, distant relations, and old friends with 

whom you no longer have anything in common. 
Time, in short, to pay a courtesy call on people you hope 
to get something from, or people you have no time for 
the rest of the year. 

Most people will send a greeting card. Prepackaged, 
ineloquent, and trite, greeting cards carry a message over 
which you write “Dear So-and-So” and under which you 
sign off with your regards, warmest wishes, or, in 
extreme cases, love. To send a card can redeem a rela- 
tionship. Not to send one can doom it: “What, he 
couldn’t even send a card?” 

It is a quick way to say that you were thinking of peo- 
ple, even though the actual time spent thinking of them 
involved writing their name on an envelope and checking 
them off on a list. 

That cards are a fraud is one thing. That the country’s 
1500 greeting-card publishers have managed to brainwash 
us into thinking they’re not is another. Last year, 
Americans bought 2.65 billion Christmas cards, 11 million 
Hanukkah cards, and 10 million New Year’s cards, 
according to the Greeting Card Association, a trade group 
in Washington, DC. The average family got 28 cards, and 





the US Post Office sold 4.6 billion holiday stamps. 

Some people find cards deeply moving. They line them 
up on fireplace mantels like flags representing all their 
friendships. “Thanks for the card,” says a woman I know, 
wiping an eye. “It’s lovely. Just lovely.” 

Lovely? It’s what she’s supposed to say. After all, you 
should acknowledge when someone sends you something, 
and “lovely” sounds like you really mean it. But the wiping 
of the eye? Surely she realizes it wasn’t written — that it 
was bought, that some doofus in a cubicle set it down from 
a formula and the printer arranged the lines to imitate 
verse. Lovely? Sure — if she owns shares in Hallmark. y 

Greeting-card companies have made us think their 
cards are the only acceptable form of written contact, and 
in the process they’ve actually managed to create a social 
convention. Try simply writing your own thoughts on 
plain stationery and people will assume you were too 
cheap to buy a card. You could buy a blank card, but if 
you have bad handwriting, as I do, blank cards are a 
problem. They don’t fit into printers unless you can 
expertly reset your software, and even then you risk 
breaking a different social convention against typed per- 
sonal notes. The only exception to the rule against print- 
ed messages is — you guessed it — greeting cards. 

It’s a gesture, people will say. It’s harmless. Maybe so, 
but cards intimidate people. They make folks afraid to 











DAVID SIPRESS 
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put down their own thoughts because, as ridiculous as 
cards are, they are ready-made, prettily presented, and 
offer a back door when you don’t know what to say. We 
live in a society of graphomaniacs, in which everyone 
wants to be published — yet when it comes to a simple 
note, the mind’s faucet won’t turn. But hey, So-and-So 
isn’t discriminating. She said the last one was lovely. Why 
strain to think when you can get out for a couple of 
bucks and a stamp? 

Then again, since you don’t really care about the peo- 
ple you’re sending cards to, why take the time to write? 


OME PEOPLE have caught on. They’ve found a 
cheap, quick, self-indulgent alternative: the family 
newsletter. These are reports recapping and assessing the 
year, and they usually include a wealth of detail that gen- 
erally illustrates a year so humdrum that only the person 
who wrote it could find it interesting (or, perhaps, deeply 

depressing). Some people personalize their newsletters: 
the computer inserts a name instead of “Dear Friends.” 
Of course, you have only to read a few lines to realize 
you’re just one of many recipients. What gives it away is 
that everyone is written about in the third person. Thanks 
to modern technology, it is now possible to send junk 
mail to people you 
know. 

The really leading- 
edge people have discov- 
ered electronic greeting 
cards. For me, there’s 
something ironic about 
them. Although a com- 
puterized greeting would 
seem to be the ultimate 
in impersonal gestures, 
the electronic cards are 
actually more fun and 
creative than the printed 
ones, allowing the 
sender to type a personal 
message and then add 
multimedia effects, such 
as talking or dancing 
animated figures. I like 
them, though I am still 
trying to figure out how 
to dangle a computer 
from my mantel. 

Other people send 
postcards with photos of 
their children. Often I’ve 
never met the adorable 
little creatures, but they 
are cute. Photos are kind 
to children, and even the 
ones who aren’t cute in 
the flesh somehow pull it 
off in pictures. (In this, they tend to oppose a trend 
among adults.) But what do you do with the postcards 
once you’ve glanced at them? I have trouble just throw- 
ing them away. It’s not just disrespectful; it’s like wishing 
something bad on the kids, like a voodoo curse or some- 
thing. So they wind up stuck to the fridge door, which 
begins to look like a Unicef poster, then they migrate into 
a pile, and then one day they’re just gone. Either my dark 
subconscious (or perhaps my wife) takes care of the little 
tykes, and I feel relieved. 

This time of year, greeting cards have a certain person- 
ality. As suits the end of the year, they’re for old relation- 
ships. Five weeks later comes Valentine’s Day, and the 
cards turn from green and red to cream and rose, from 
fake cheer to fake romance. Then comes Mother’s Day, 
and Father’s Day, births, birthdays, illnesses, deaths . . . 
and the wheel of the Hallmark year goes on. 

Enough of this emotional plagiarism! Tell ’em how 
you really feel, from the heart, bad grammar and all. 
And if they can’t take it, by golly — then send ’em a 
card! at 


Todd Pitock, whose essays appear in Salon, 
Hemispheres, and the Washington Post, still gets cards 
from his mother. He can be reached at 
toddpitock@aol.com. 
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THE STRAIGHT DOPE. 





BY CECIL ADAMS 


What's the story with the mysterious hum in Taos, New 
Mexico? It was a popular subject among screwballs and scien- 
tists with nothing better to do in the early ‘90s, but I haven't 
heard much about it since. 

Tokamak 


Via America Online 


Little Ed forwarded your letter with the note, “What does 
the hum hum? If it was, like, ‘Mandy’ or something, this 
would tell us something fundamental about the cosmos. And 
scary.” That Ed, always the alarmist. 

We alerted the New Mexico contingent of the Straight Dope 
Science Advisory Board, lan and Jill. They reported as follows. 

Neither Ian nor Jill had heard the hum, but Ian thought his 
mother had. On inquiring, however, he learned that it wasn’t 
his mother, it was a friend of his mother’s, and said friend had 
heard it in Los Alamos, not Taos. But think about it: what's in 
Los Alamos? The atom-bomb lab! Whoa. 

There is (of course) the Taos hum home page, at www.eski- 
mo.com/~billb/hum/hum.html. Perusing said page, lan found 
that major hum foci include Calgary and, um, Detroit. Ian, lis- 
ten. With the Taos hum, you think: resonating with the deep 
vibe of the universe. Whereas with the Detroit hum, you think: 
too much truck traffic. Stick with Taos. 

With the excuse of doing an errand for her job, Jill went to 
Taos to investigate the hum firsthand. She heard no hum, 
though she did note an unusually high incidence of Steve 
Miller singing about the pompatus of love on the radio. She 
asked some guy (admittedly in Santa Fe) if he’d heard the 
hum. Guy said no, but he’d heard about a hum at Richardson 
Bay in Tiburon, California, that turned out to be mating fish. 
Great, I say. Fucking fish. Memo to Jill: The locality of interest 
is Taos! T-A-O-S. Write this down. 

Jill decided she should ask a Taos Indian about the hum, in 
case it figures in some ancient Pueblo tradition. She drove out 
to the bridge over the Rio Grande gorge. The wind whistling 
through this bridge, her coworker Mark had previously 
informed her, is the source of the Taos hum. Jill knows that 
everything Mark says is totdl crap but figured she had to start 
somewhere. There was a Taos tribal-police car on the bridge 
because, as it turned out, somebody had thrown a dead body 
off the bridge. Jill decided this was the perfect moment to ask 
a-Native American about the Taos hum. He said, “Oh, it’s an 
old, old story.” How old? “Oh, 10 years or so.” Oh, well. He 
said he can’t hear it and he doesn’t know any Indian people 
who can. He stopped short of saying it’s a bunch of New Age 
white people’s crap. 

By now Jill was really getting into this and sent me a pile of 
clippings about the hum from the Albuquerque Journal. Seems 
the hum was first brought to public attention in 1992 by Taos 
residents who claimed they’d been hearing it for more than a 
year. Nine of 12 locals contacted by the paper said they’d 
heard it. The hum was said to sound like the distant idling of a 
diesel truck (a low rumble, in other words) and was very 
annoying. Theories about its source included “UFOs, spiritual 
rebirth, faulty sewage plants, secret underground mining, 
high-voltage power lines, and weapons testing.” 

The New Mexico congressional delegation — you remem- 
ber what a big help they were investigating the alien space- 
craft at Roswell — decided to harness the vast resources of 
the federal government to find out what caused the hum. 
However, the Pentagon denied all, and tests by scientists at 
Sandia, Los Alamos, and the University of New Mexico (your 
tax dollars at work!) failed to detect the hum’s source. A sur- 
vey of 7000 Taos-area residents found that only 2 percent had 
heard it. You’re thinking: you could probably find 2 percent 
who think they’ve got microchips implanted in their brains! 
Hmm. Hmmmmmmmmmmmmmm. Sorry, thought I heard 
something. 

Anyway, UNM hearing researcher James Kelly tells me 
they’ve done enough investigation to know this is more 
than just wacky Taos residents eating funny mushrooms. 
For one thing, tests show all the hum hearers hear pretty 
much the same low-frequency tone, making it unlikely 
they’re imagining it or suffering from ordinary tinnitus. 
Research continues. Sure, it’s all in their heads. The ques- 
tion is, what’s “it”? ie 


Cecil Adams can deliver the Straight Dope on any topic. 
Write Cecil at the Boston Phoenix, 126 Brookline Avenue, 
Boston MA 02215, or e-mail him at cecil@chicagoreader.com. 
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COUNTERPOINT: Boston Arts Academy students like sophomore Brian Salman divide their time between a “major 
general college-prep classes. 











For a new Boston high school, the arts aren't just an extra — they're a 
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tool to get Kids into college. Even if the kids have never performed before. 





Hi 





MARK TOW 


ACTING OUT: Hurl Booth (left, with pear) had barely acted before high school. Now he has a big role in Maus, directed by drama teacher Rosalind Thomas 


Clark. Thanks to savvy fundraising, the academy (below) produces its shows in a $135,000 black-box theater 


URL BOOTH III doesn’t seem like 
the kind of 15-year-old who would 
happily spend his weekends at 
school, but here he is on Saturday 
morning, sauntering on stage for 
rehearsal. Carrying a dog-eared script and 
wearing a Marine Corps sweatshirt that says 
PAIN IS TEMPORARY. PRIDE IS FOREVER, he 
takes a seat at center stage. 

Hurl Booth is a rising star. Last year, the 
sophomore was plucked from among 240 
kids who auditioned for the 160 spots at the 
Boston Arts Academy, the city’s 
new public high school for the visu- 
al and performing arts. This fall, he 
landed a plum role — Papa — in 
the theater program’s adaptation of 
Art Spiegelman’s Holocaust comic 
book Maus. Tonight, when the play 
opens, he’ll put a semester’s worth 
of work to the test. 

“Some people say, well, [theater] 
is sort of gay,” says Booth, who 
aspires to be a comedian. “I have 
to explain to them that this is what 
I want to do, that this can get me 
to a part of my life where I can be 





successful.” 

Booth exudes a certain mag- 
netism. He has an expressive face and an 
easygoing confidence that seem natural for a 
performing-arts student. Yet for those 
weaned on the leg-warmered world of Fame, 
where everyone seemed to be an adolescent 
Mozart or Markova, Booth’s theatrical ré- 
sumé might seem a bit, well, short. 

Booth, who grew up in Dorchester, didn’t 
spend his grade-school days incubating in 
community theater. He wasn’t even in the 
drama club. In fact, save for a walk-on part 
in a junior-high production of Romeo and 
Juliet, Maus is his first play. 





His new school, the three-month-old Bos- 
ton Arts Academy, is an experiment: an arts- 
oriented public high school that isn’t just a 
staging ground for performers and artists, 
but rather a college-prep school that uses 
arts as the basis of its curriculum. As a result, 
the academy does not, like New York’s La- 
Guardia High School of the Performing Arts 
(the inspiration for Fame), cull just the 
cream of the crop. Rather, it mixes experi- 
enced young artists with kids such as Booth, 
who exhibit raw, untapped ability. Still others 


are accepted not so much for their potential 
as for their passion. 

It’s not hard to see the risk in this ap- 
proach. It could put stars in the wrong eyes. 
And in the increasingly competitive world of 
selective colleges, high-school arts classes are 
seen as irrelevant by some admissions offi- 
cers. So if the Boston Arts Academy isn’t 
grooming a school full of Mariah Careys and 
Yo-Yo Mas, then what is it doing? Propo- 
nents say it’s getting kids interested in learn- 
ing in a way they’ve never experienced be- 
fore. They also say it’s producing well- 


SUZANNE GOLDISH 





rounded students with a love of the arts — 
one that administrators hope kids will nur- 
ture long after graduation, no matter what 
careers they pursue. 

For now, such big-picture concerns 
hardly trouble Hurl Booth. He’s more wor- 
ried about learning his lines — and escap- 
ing the wrath of drama teacher Rosalind 
Thomas Clark. 

“Hurl!” she snaps, her precise British ac- 
cent straightening his spine like a drill in- 
structor’s bark. “I need to hear you! Pro- 
ject!” 

Booth repeats his line, this time al- 
most yelling. 

“That’s better,” Thomas Clark 
says, then addresses the group. “Let’s 
try it again.” With that, the Nazis 
square their shoulders; the Jews 
slump with despair. Booth scribbles a 
notation in his well-worn script. 

“Lights!” shouts Thomas Clark. 
“And action!” 





HEN IT opened its doors in 

September, across the street 
from Gate B of Fenway Park, the 
Boston Arts Academy ended 15 years 
of false starts and speculation that it 
would never happen at all. Although Boston 
boasts a world-class ballet, art museum, and 
symphony, it has been one of the last major 
cities in the country to launch such a school. 

In 1984, the city’s arts colleges began col- 

lectively to consider the need for a high 
school focused on the arts. The Professional 
Arts (“Pro Arts”) Consortium — an alliance 
of the Massachusetts College of Art, the Bos- 
ton Conservatory, the School of the Museum 
of Fine Arts, the Boston Architectural Cen- 
ter, Berklee College of Music, and Emerson 


College — was already working with sec- 


the only one of its kind in a Boston public school. 


ondary schools across the state to drum up 
interest in college-level art. The creation of 
an arts high school in Boston seemed like the 
next logical step: a “feeder” of young talent 
right in the colleges’ own backyard. 

Yet the ’80s were not kind to the arts, and 
the proposal to open a specialized — read: 
expensive — school with an arts-heavy cur- 
riculum was repeatedly abandoned. State and 
federal funding earmarked for arts education 
and programs dried up; political support was 
inconstant, as superintendents and other edu- 
cational leaders came and went. Simply put, 
arts education plummeted in priority. 

The Pro Arts Consortium, however, re- 
mained intrigued with the idea, and when the 
state passed its pilot-school initiative in 
1993, approving the creation of more-inno- 
vative public schools, the group’s proposal 
was accepted. The Boston Arts Academy was 
to be one of 10 alternative schools designed 
to revive Boston’s flagging public-education 
system. 

But plans stalled as the academy, like oth- 
er pilot schools, struggled to find a home; its 
first scheduled opening, in September 1997, 
was scrubbed when the proposed site fell 
through. Finally, the city bought the building 
at 174 Ipswich Street (which the academy 
shares with another pilot school, Fenway 
Middle College High School) and financed a 
$6.8 million renovation. 

The result of that renovation is four floors 
of shiny blue-flecked linoleum, freshly paint- 
ed lockers, and graffiti-free walls. The school 
houses a $135,000 state-of-the-art black- 
box theater (the only one of its kind in a Bos- 
ton public school), plus painting and sculp- 
ture studios, an art gallery, a darkroom, edit- 
ing rooms, and a video-recording studio. It’s 
one of the most wired schools in the city, 


See BOSTON ARTS ACADEMY, page 6 
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BOSTON ARTS ACADEMY, from page 5 


built to accommodate computer and media- 
arts labs and classroom Internet connections. 
The Pro Arts Consortium connection 
means it is also the only arts high school in 
the country affiliated with institutions of 
higher learning. The presidents of the con- 
sortium’s colleges now serve on the acade- 
my’s board of trustees, graduate students 
from the colleges have opportunities to 
student-teach at the high school, and 
students from the academy are able to take 
college classes and use the colleges’ libraries 


and facilities 


N°: SURPRISINGLY, the sounds that fill 
the halls of the Boston Arts Academy 
aren't those of your typical high school. First 
of all, there are no bells: academy staff want- 
ed to give the school a more collegiate feel. 
In any case, the students probably wouldn't 
have been able to hear them 

One morning, Lenny Kravitz’s “Are You 
Gonna Go My Way?” rocks a practice stu- 
dio; “Silent Night” swells from the music 
suite; and down the art-festooned hall, in 
the dance studio, an African drumbeat sets 
bodies in motion. 

This isn’t a typical day. Then again, there 
are no typical days at the arts academy. The 
schedule varies, mixing traditional 35-minute 
classes with two-hour blocks for arts studies 
and three hours a week of intensive writing. 
Even lunch is different: four days a week, the 
students are allowed to leave the school, 
open-campus style. On Friday, however, ev- 
eryone must brown-bag it or endure shoe- 
leather pizza and Tater Tots; that’s “open 
mic” day, when students perform for each 
other in the cafeteria. 

The school’s freshmen and sophomores 
(junior and senior grades will be added as 
current students advance, for a full enroll- 
ment of 350 students by the 2000 academic 
year) devote about 28 hours a week to tradi- 
tional academic subjects; on top of that, they 
spend up to 10 hours of class time a week 
studying their “major.” Drama students learn 
about the history of Greek theater as well as 
technical subjects such as stagecraft; visual- 
arts majors work on collaborative self-por- 
traits; and in the music and dance programs, 


1998 STYLES THE BOSTON PHOENIX 

















kids use class time to hone their technique. 





They’re also exposed to professionals: re- 
cently the theater students attended the 
Huntington Theatre Company’s production 
of August Wilson’s Jitney and later partici- 
pated in a scene workshop with the play- 
wright. George Faison, choreographer of 
The Wiz, gave the dancers a hip-hop history 
lesson. And in February, cellist Yo-Yo Ma 
will conduct a master class for the music 
program. 

The academy’s curriculum clearly stands 
out among the city’s public schools. But it 
also stands out among other arts high 
schools nationwide for its vein of realism. 
“I’m not going to graduate kids who are illit- 
erate in math and science and can’t write a 
coherent essay,” says headmaster Linda 
Nathan. “I’m not interested in promoting 
more starving artists,” 

The academic workload 
science, Spanish, and a class called “humani- 


~ writing, math, 


ties” — is rigorous and aimed at getting the 
kids into college. If students do not have a 

B average in their academic subjects, then 
they cannot participate in community perfor- 
mances. It’s the artist’s equivalent of riding 
the bench. 

But even the “straight” academic program 
is heavily saturated with arts content. In sci- 
ence classes, kids create children’s books and 
comic strips to learn about the earth. Math 
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LOWERING THE BARRE: Fernadina Chan (top), dance teacher and artistic 


dean, on auditioning 13-year-old dancers who are “totally raw”: 


“It’s kind of hard 


to describe what you see in them, but you certainly see something there that you 
like. I think Martha Graham said it the best when she said, ‘Movement never lies.’ ” 
Below, dance students Maria Plasencia (left photo) and, left to right, Lee Cwalinski, 
Janice Farmer, Samantha Sanchez, Nicole Weser, Kirven Boyd, Carmella Lasseque, 


and Priscilla Williams. 


classes incorporate writing and focus on 
word problems. Humanities classes tie in 
other areas of learning; for example, in con- 
junction with the production of Maus, stu- 
dents are studying a curriculum devised by 
Facing History and Ourselves, an organiza- 
tion that teaches young people about human- 
rights issues arising from the Holocaust. 

“I had never heard of [the Holocaust] until 
this year,” says Hurl Booth, who last year at- 
tended Madison Park High School in Rox- 
bury. “I was shocked.” 

By appealing to these kids’ creativity, the 
Boston Arts Academy hopes to turn out 
more-enthusiastic learners. It’s a goal sup- 
ported by a growing pile of research, includ- 
ing reports linking involvement with the arts 
to achievements ranging from higher SAT 
scores to excellence in math and science. 

“Arts relate to everything kids do,” says 
Kathy Tosolini, senior program director of 
arts education for the Boston Public Schools. 


“[Education] can’t be about rote learning 
anymore. Kids need the analytical skills 
taught only in the arts.” 

Researcher Shirley Brice Heath of Stan- 
ford University cautions that the relationship 
between arts and achievement isn’t as simple 
as “take an art class, do well in math.” Still, 
Heath’s own 10-year examination of kids en- 
rolled in rigorous inner-city after-school arts 
programs delivers good news. Released last 
month, it concludes that such students are 
eight times more likely to win a community- 
service award, three times more likely to win 
a school attendance award, and four times 
more likely to win an academic award such 
as honor-roll recognition. 

The study concludes that these arts-im- 
mersed kids raise their self-esteem and will- 
ingness to take risks; they also sharpen their 
linguistic and cognitive-thinking skills — 
such as long-term planning, critical analysis, 
and focused attention — which they then ap- 
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The Boston Arts Academy Winterfest 


As the end of the semester draws near, the Boston Arts Academy is showcasing its first student work 
at a weeklong exhibition, “Winterfest.” The following are open to the public: 

@ Maus, written, performed, and stage-managed by the academy's theater majors. December 18 
at 7 p.m., December 19 at 2 p.m. At the school’s Black Box Theatre, 174 Ipswich Street. Suggested 


donations: adults $5, students $3. 


@ “Poputopia,” an exhibition of pop-up books created by the academy's visual-art majors. On dis- 
play in the school gallery, 3:30 to 5 p.m., through December 23. Free. 

@ Joint concert by the academy's dance and music students. December 22 at 7 p.m. at the Boston 
Conservatory Theater, 31 Hemenway Street. Suggested donations: adults $5, students $3. 


For more information, call (617) 635-6470. 


—AP 








ply to other learning and social situations. 

In other words, arts keep kids engaged, 
period. Heath sums up the effect: “These 
kids don’t have time to fool around or do 
drugs. Kids who can’t focus, focus. Kids who 
act out become more centered.” 

Take Diego Ribeiro, for example. At the 
Maus rehearsal, this 15-year-old, who has 
ideas about everything from inflection to 
stage-blocking, stops to write Rosalind 
Thomas Clark’s instructions in his script, 
pausing to ask a visitor, “How do you spell 
kneel?” 

Ribeiro can barely read. Since coming to 
the Boston Arts Academy, he has been diag- 
nosed with attention-deficit disorder and se- 
vere learning disabilities. He was supposed to 
repeat his sophomore year at his old school, 
Boston English, but instead he’s doing so 
here, where he receives one-on-one atten- 
tion. He tape-records his lines to help him 
memorize them. 

“Last year, I really didn’t care,” he says. 
“My teachers told me I was lazy and 
stupid. .. . You can count more the days I 
didn’t go to school than the days I did. I 
probably would have quit in two years.” 

Yet Ribeiro thrives in theater. Thomas 
Clark reports that he’s completely focused: 
he sits through class, he sits through re- 
hearsal, he sits through two-and-a-half-hour 
plays. On top of that, he was one of two stu- 
dents asked to perform for August Wilson. 

Says Thomas Clark: “Because he is so 
smart and theater is his passion and he wants 
it so badly, he will make it work.” 

Ribeiro has yet to skip a day this year. 


OST KIDS in public school don’t get 

this kind of chance, according to a De- 
partment of Education study released last 
month. The study — the first national as- 
sessment of arts education in 20 years — 
surveyed 6660 eighth graders in 268 schools. 
It reported that even though most American 
schools offer some type of arts program, only 
one in four students gets the opportunity to 
sing, play an instrument, or participate in 
theater each week. 

Seventy-four percent of the schools sur- 
veyed failed to offer theater at all. Dance 
was so poorly represented that researchers 
couldn’t find a statistically significant sam- 
ple of students. (Says Leah Principe, 16, 
who came to the academy from Revere 
High School to study dance, “At my old 
school, the only choice was to be a jock or a 
cheerleader.”) 

In Boston, according to the Boston Public 
Schools’ Tosolini, arts education has been in 
decline since the mid-’80s, when many school 
districts axed such programs — often instead 
of cutting athletics — to save money. The re- 
sult is that interested students might never be 
able to take classes in their strengths. Melissa 
Parkinson, 16, a visual-arts major at the Bos- 
ton Arts Academy who says she has been 
drawing all her life, reports that for the first 
time, she’s “learning about lines and contrast. 
I didn’t know what they were.” 

Says Tosolini: “They just cut everyone in 
arts like a red line on a budget. They figured 
kids could get dance or piano lessons on 
their own.” 

Yet for many of the kids at the school — 
products of tough neighborhoods like 
Dorchester, Roxbury, and Southie — after- 
school lessons were not an option. Eighty 
percent of the students here are kids of color, 
and 20 percent have special needs; four are 
deaf. More than 50 percent fall within the 
federal definition of poverty. 


HEIR BACKGROUNDS explain why the 
Boston Arts Academy, to serve the city 
adequately, must be open to raw talent: most 





of these kids have never had a chance to de- 
velop their abilities 

As a result, when students audition (next 
call is in February), the school’s performing- 
arts directors must look beyond a shy stage 
presence or a lack of technical know-how. 
Instead, they must look for “It.” 

“You can tell if they have it in their 
soul. .. . You see the honesty,” says dance 
teacher Fernadina Chan, the school’s artistic 
dean. “It’s kind of hard to describe what you 
see in them, but you certainly see something 
there that you like. . . . | think Martha 
Graham said it the best when she said, 
‘Movement never lies.’ ” 

To audition, the kids must write essays, 
submit recommendations, and perform in 
classes where their skills and personal quali- 
ties — motivation, work ethic, community 
involvement — are evaluated. The academy 
does not consider academic records. 

Though the school is home to some ac- 
complished young artists (one boy has stud- 
ied with the Boston Ballet for eight years), 
Chan stresses that “experience does not al- 
ways equate with talent. . . . Sometimes we 
see kids and can tell they’ve [had lessons], 
but their ballet is so boring, and their tech- 
nique isn’t very good. But then you see a kid 


ww 


who is totally raw, and you think, If this kid 
got some training, this kid could be fabulous, 
because she has energy and is willing to take 
the risk to try.” 

This approach necessarily involves some 
risk on the part of the academy. What if a kid 
ends up having two left feet? A tin ear? Chan 
agrees it’s a gamble sometimes, but she em- 
phasizes that the school is not a “pre-conser- 
vatory” school, a steppingstone to a position 
in a dance company or the halls of Juilliard. 

“T see this as a place for kids to experi- 
ence a genuine arts experience, a very 
broad arts experience,” says Chan. “If 
they graduate and go on to other areas in 
college, they’re still going to be really 
good advocates for the arts.” 

A quick poll of students found’ that fewer 
were interested in becoming performers than 
in preparing for out-of-the-spotlight jobs. 


Many wanted to study sound engineering, 
theater administration, architecture, law 
There’s even one dancing nurse-to-be. 

And what about the siren call of fame? 
Lakeyda Merritt, a 15-year-old music major 
from Dorchester, looks at it this way. “Being 
involved in this school is already fame,” she 
says. “You have a talent, and everyone sees 
it. You are recognized.” 


T LEAST, you're recognized at school. 
Beyond the yellow-brick walls of the Bos- 
ton Arts Academy, many outsiders still con- 
sider arts education an extra, a frill, the 
easy A. 

Some college admissions officers think 
that way, too. When the National Art Educa- 
tion Association, an organization for arts ed- 
ucators, surveyed a random sampling of col- 
leges and universities, it discovered that of 
those schools that calculated the grade-point 
averages of incoming students themselves, 
65 percent threw out arts classes. 

Marcela Muniz, assistant director of ad- 
missions at Stanford University — 
that does not tally arts classes into GPAs un- 
less they’re advanced-placement courses 
such as art history or music theory — said, 
“We note when [art classes] are taken. . . 
but the rigors of an art class at one school 
may be different from another. It’s difficult 
to know the content of the courses.” 

Kathy Tosolini has her own interpretation 
of this statement. “What they’re saying is that 
arts are nice, but they don’t count. I don’t 
know where we lost it, but we've lost the idea 
that being a Renaissance person is being an 
educated person. In all this push to get back 
to basics, we lost the idea that you need to 
know everything.” 

It’s ironic that the very techniques that are 
getting public-school kids interested in learn- 
ing are not necessarily valued at the college 
level. Still, headmaster Nathan considers get- 
ting kids into college to be the school’s fore- 
most goal. To that end, admissions coun- 


a school 
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school system. But in reality, the academy’s 
annual cost per student averages about 

$8500. The discrepancy 
phenomenal start-up costs such as two baby 


not fo mention 


grand pianos and a $100,000 air-condition- 
ing system — is left to the school to scrape 
up through grants, fundraising, and corpo- 
rate partnerships. 

Most recently, the Boston Chamber Music 
Society signed on to perform a benefit con- 
cert for the school; BankBoston is underwrit- 
ing the costs for current student exhibitions 
(see “The Boston Arts Academy Winterfest,” 
this page); and the Harcourt General Chari- 
table Foundation is donating books to the 
school’s library. Still, ask Nathan what the 
school’s biggest threat is, and she rubs her 
forefinger and thumb together: lack of mon- 
ey. “It costs three to four times more to run a 
school like this than any other,” she says. 

For now, though, she pronounces the 
school stable. For these kids, it seems, the 
days of drawing with broken Cray-Pas and 
making music with woodblocks are over. 


ACK AT the stage, the Saturday-morning 
rehearsal is winding down. 

“I need the Nazis and the Jews to be qui- 
et!” Thomas Clark shouts to a group of kids 
giggling in the wings. 

“What are you doing?” she asks one boy, 
who is sprawled spread-eagle on the ground. 

“I’m dead,” he says. 

Thomas Clark nods approvingly, then 
takes her place in the audience as the kids 
work hard to focus, project, and ace their 
Polish accents. 

“I alvays sink of her,” intones one kid, in 
character. 

Thomas Clark exclaims, “Good!” 

At rehearsal’s end, she gathers the group 
in a circle to assess the morning’s perfor- 
mances, wrapping up the pep talk with a re- 
minder that “there are no small parts, only 
small actors.” The weary cast musters a 


round of applause. 
MARK OSTOW 
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TUNING UP: by the time freshman violinist Zachary Rochester is a junior, the 
school — now just 9th and 10th grades — will have expanded to include all four 
high-school grades, for a total enrollment of 350 students. 


selors at the Pro Arts Consortium colleges 
consult with academy administrators to make 
sure the academic curriculum is up to snuff. 

There are signs, too, that the rest of soci- 
ety may be coming around. Already, Bos- 
ton’s public-school system is integrating uni- 
form standards for arts curricula and has 
added 65 arts teachers to its roster. 

“It’s going to take a lot of work,” says 
Tosolini, “but it’s changing.” 

For now, things have changed enough for 
the city to get the arts academy off the 
ground, but not to fund it lavishly. As a pub- 
lic high school, the Boston Arts Academy re- 
ceives $6300 per student from the city’s 


For the more inexperienced kids, it’s hard 
to imagine what opening night will be like. 
The costumes. The lights. An audience of 
more than just Thomas Clark and fellow 
classmates. Yet Hurl Booth has an idea of 
how he’s going to feel. 

“I’m going to be like, “Yes, I did it! I got it 
over with!’ ” he says. “When we perform that 
day, I'll know when I do good, and you'll see 
my expression.” 


Tonight, Hurl Booth III takes his bow. 


Alicia Potter is a contributing writer to 
the Boston Phoenix. She can be reached at 
apotter@tiac.net. 
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Kokopelli Chili 


Chili the way its mean 


7 Kinds Burritos & 
of Chili Enchiladas 


7 Salsas Fajitas 


25 Hot Specialty 
Sauces Margaritas 


18 Tequilas Tamales 


Join us for a Holiday Jazz Brunch 
Sunday, December 20th 
with the 
Taunia Soderquist Trio 
Live music ¢ Brunch served 11am - 3pm 


Kokopelli Chili Co. 
1648 Beacon Street (Washington Square) 
Brookline (617) 277-2880 



















A TASTE FOR THE UNUSUAL. 


An eclectic atmosphere 


perfectly showcases the innovative 





cuisine of our award-winning chef, 
who blends the freshest 
locally-available ingredients into 





unique and creative dishes 





617- 8 ly iT 

zo Swney Streer, (Aamonivee 

Located in the saint Park Hotel at MIT 
_ 


Ask about our New Year’s Eve 
Dinner Package 
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SALLY LING’S 


/ Gourmet Chinese. Restaurant 
Recognized Nationally 


Now features Two Menus: 


Gourmet 
Vegetarian Menu 
New England's First 
Total Chinese Natural 
Vegetable Cuisine 


Regular 


Gourmet Menu 
with Poultry, Meats, Seafoods 


10 Langley Rd. 


Corner of Centre St 
Newton Centre 
332-3600 











MIDNIGHT MAQNESS 
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RASPUERRY MAKO SHARK. STIX 
Marinated and Grilled in Raspberry Honey Ale. With Red Onions 
_ Cous Cous 





Tomatoes and Fresh Herbs, 




















Plan now for your holiday gathering 
We can accommodate your group - 


Corporate Catering 
g 
Function Rooms 


http //www.diningbostoncambridge.com/lagroceria 
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Celebrate the Holiday Soran 
with La Grocevia 





at La Groceria... 


large or small. 


Or, give the perfect gift...A La Groceria gift certificate. 


LaGroceria 


The true flavor of Iraly. 
853 Main Street, C ambridge ¢ Near Central Square * 617-876-4162 
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Boston 


ALLSTON/BRIGHTON 
CHEF CHOY'S HOUSE, 354 Chestnut 
Hill Ave. (Cleveland Circle), 566-2275 
$4-$10. Not a top-notch Mandarin- 
Szechuan restaurant, but a big step up 
for Cleveland. Circle. Go for the 
steamed ravioli, spicy dishes, and Gen- 
eral Gau's chicken 
COMMON GROUND, 85 Harvard Ave., 
Allston, 783-2071. $5-$11. To go with a 
good pint of Guinness and nightly mu- 
sic, the kitchen at this Irish-themed bar 
turns out pub food from burgers to 
gourmet pizzas — not to mention a 
mean plate of sweet-potato fries 
GRASSHOPPER, 1 North Beacon St., 
Allston, 254-8883. $7-$12. Vegan din- 
ing reaches new heights of elegance 
and excellence in this Chinese-Viet- 
namese restaurant entirely without meat 
stock, fish sauce, oyster sauce, or 
shrimp paste. Don't miss vegi-“beef” 
with Chinese broccoli, the vegetarian 
dumplings, spicy curry lemongrass any- 
thing, or the “house nest” of fresh fried 
taro with five kinds of fake meat and 
just as many real vegetables 
NORTH EAST BREWING CO., 1314 
Comm Ave, Allston, 566-6699. $11-$17 
At last, a brewpub with both solid ales 
— even the light ones are clean-tasting 
— and delectable food. Especially the 
Nor'Easter Pale Ale and the crabcakes, 
the roast chicken, the greens salad, and 
the tall-foodiest, most postmodern 
chocolate ecstasy that ever was. Dark, 
so wear what you like. BR Sun., 10 a.m 
to 3 p.m. with live jazz. 

PHO HOA, 46 Harvard Avenue, 
Brighton, 787-4585. $4-$12. A valuable 
alternative to the nearby Pho Pasteur 
for vast, exquisite, cheap bowls of beef- 
based noodle soups, here featuring 
more than 21 versions, and an unusual- 
ly good chicken soup as well. Chicken 
in lemongrass leads the rice and noodle 
platters 

TASCA, 1612 Comm Ave, 730-8002 
$10-$16. Our advice is to stick to tapas 
(bar snacks) in what looks more like a 
sit-down dining room than the kind of 
loud tapas bar Spaniards call a tasca. 
Good Spanish wine list, so have a fino 
and some fried calamares, and enjoy 
UVA, 1418 Comm Ave, 566-5670. $8- 
$16. A happening trattoria with a way- 
cool wine list. Superb antipasti and 
desserts. Try the grilled entrées, or cus- 
tom-build your own pizza or dish of 
homemade pasta. 

WONDER BAR, 186 Harvard Avenue, 
Allston (617) 351-2665. $4-$9. The 
echt-Allston crowd may never love this 
outpost of Newbury Street polish, but 
it’s their loss -- the former Bunratty's is 
now a civilized (and cheap) place for a 
drink and a bite. The food's good (most- 
ly sandwiches and small dinners baked 
in terra-cotta pots), there’s plenty of 
beer on tap (even though everyone 
around you is drinking martinis), and 
there's jazz at night. Warning: you won't 
get past the doorman in sneakers. 


BACK BAY 
ANAGO, 65 Exeter St. (Lenox Hotel), 
Boston, 266-6222. $18-$32. A vastly 
expanded version of Cambridge's old 
Anago Bistro, serving Italian-inspired 
food that makes up for in intensity what 
it lacks in restraint. The space is high- 
toned (and high-ceilinged) without being 
snooty, and the crowd is posh and very 
Financial District 
ANGELO'S RISTORANTE, 575 Boy!- 
ston St. (Copley Square), Boston, 536- 
4045. $12-$25. Vaulting right to the top 
of the italian pile in the Back Bay, the 
smallish and very dressy Angelo's skips 
the old clichés of red-sauce pasta and 
light Northern Italian cooking for a 
clean, muscular style that embraces 
both grilled meats and rich sauces. Try 
roasted portobello mushrooms over 
arugula, lobster bisque, and any of the 
grilled meats. 
ARMANI CAFE, 214 Newbury St., 
Boston, 437-0909. $10-$29 (lunch, $7- 
$15). Elegant room, if you ignore the 
Standing joke of waiters in black pants, 
black shoes, and black T-shirts. Pretty 
good northern Italian food — especially 
the authentic risottos and the long list of 
desserts. You will, of course, want to 
dress up. 
AUJOURD'HUI, 200 Boylston St. (Four 
Seasons Hotel), Boston, 451-1392. 
$32-$44. Prix fixe tasting menus $52 
(vegetarian) and $70. Elegant food in 
an elegant setting with impeccable ser- 
vice — and a view rivaled only by that 
of the Ritz. Many consider this to be 
Boston's most romantic dining room, al- 


though the food may strike some as a 
little staid. BR Sun., 11:30 a.m. to 2 
p.m 

BACK BAY BREWING COMPANY, 755 
Boylston St., Boston, 424-8300. $7-$20. 
Quick off the blocks with its beer, ihis 
brewery-restaurant has culinary ambi- 
tion, too. The bar menu is a standout, 
with nice sandwiches and a pretty seri- 
ous cheeseburger. The pricier entrees 
are beautifully presented. BR Sat. and 
Sun., 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

BAJA MEXICAN CANTINA, 111 Dart- 
mouth St., Boston, 262-7575. $6-$12. 
Serves California Mexican food rather 
than “authentic” Mexican, but does so 
with spirit and skill. Most authentic Mex- 
ican restaurants, after all, don't have 
Baja’s wonderful “ultimate chocolate 
cake,” or its grilled salmon quesadilla, 
or a heavenly roasted garlic memela 
(close your eyes — it’s pizza). BR Sat 
and Sun., 11:30 a.m. to3 p.m 

BIBA, 272 Boylston St., Boston, 426- 
7878. $14-$36. The restaurant all 
Boston keeps talking about, with a vivid 
combination of bold décor and bolder 
food flavors. Ultra-trendy — fried food, 
strange foodstuffs, and familiar foods 





done as never before. Tremendous fun 
BR Sun., 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
BOMBAY CAFE, 175 Mass Ave, 
Boston, 247-0555. $7-$16. A storefront 
with a good, standard menu, somewhat 
richer in seafood and fried foods than 
many, and with enough non-spicy dish- 
es to satisfy parents from lowa. Any- 
thing made with chicken tikka will be 
good, as will shrimp samosas, stuffed 
nan, mint paratha, and tandoori shrimp. 
CAFE LOUIS, 234 Berkeley Street, 
Boston, (617) 266-4680. $16-$30. This 
tiny, excellent café at the famously ex- 
clusive clothing store Louis has 
bounced back smartly from the loss of 
star chef Michael Schlow by totally re- 
tooling its menu — what was once pre- 
cise and French is now wood-grilled 
and Italian. Swanky antipasto, very nice 
pasta, mind-bending pizza. 
CALIFORNIA PIZZA KITCHEN, 800 
Boylston St., Boston, 247-0888. $6-$10. 
The food news is that hoisin duck and 
portobello pizza is here, and it’s good 
The trend report is that tiramisu is turn- 
ing into cheesecake. The feature story 
is that two prosecutors figured out how 
to make a chain restaurant with nice 
service and good food. (Second loca- 
tion in Harvard Square, at 16-18 Eliot 
St., 492-0006.) 

THE CAPITAL GRILLE, 359 Newbury 
St., Boston, 262-8900. $13-$25. An up- 
scale steakhouse with aged steaks al- 
most as good as Morton's in a tonier at- 
mesphere. Overpriced wines and under- 
priced desserts. Stick to the protein 
(great swordfish, too) and salads, 
maybe the potatoes. 

CLIO, 370A Comm Ave (Eliot Hotel), 
Boston, 536-7200. $21-$32. Chef Ken 
Oringer is at the top of his game, with a 
cuisine of focused flavors and sculptural 
precision: foie gras, intense seared 
hanger steak, scallops on a pedestal of 
salt. Maybe the best meal in the city 
right now. The distinguished, leopard- 
carpeted dining room couldn't be more 
different from the Eliot Lounge, which 
used to occupy this space. BR Sun., 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m. 

COTTONWOOD CAFE, 222 Berkeley 
St., Boston, 247-2225. $15-$22 (lunch, 
$6-$10). Likable, stylish, inauthentic, 
popular Santa Fe bar with nouvelle Nu- 
Mex food. Younger, livelier tone than 
the similar Porter Square branch. Good 
salads and desserts, fun fusions like 
“cowboy pot stickers,” Rocky Mountain 


KEY 
CF=Cigar Friendly BR=Brunch 


Dining guide 


The following represent some of Greater Boston’s more noteworthy 
restaurants, some Boston Phoenix advertisers among them. Most of 
these listings have been distilled from our full-length reviews. Entrée 
prices are rounded to the nearest dollar. The symbol BR indicates that a 
restaurant serves brunch, and is followed by brunch hours; CF 

Sc fi indicates a cigar-friendly establishment. Cigar-friendly, of course, is 
a relative term, so call ahead to see how each restaurant interprets it. Hours, credit-card 
policy, and liquor information are not included, so again, be sure to call ahead. 


lamb, Norma's Zuni roll. For traditional 
tastes, the chili and the black-bean torta 
are nice. BR Sat. and Sun., 11 a.m. to3 
p.m 

DIVISION 16, 955 Boylston St., Boston, 
353-0870. $11-$20. One of Boston's 
busiest bars, popular for the late kitchen 
hours (1:30 a.m.), loud sounds, and hid- 
den outdoor patio in the warmer 
months. Menu is broad and generally 
American: burgers, margaritas, pasta. 
GYUHAMA, 827 Boylston St., Boston, 
437-0188. $5-$18. Vies with Ginza for 
the honor of best sushi in the city. The 
restaurant side, with tables and a sushi 
bar and a few traditional screened-off 
rooms, fills up nightly with earnest sushi 
fans; the bar side, louder and smokier, 
is a pit stop for the the black-clad inter- 
national under-25 set 

HSIN HSIN CHINESE NOODLE 
RESTAURANT, 25 Mass Ave, Boston, 
536-9852. $3-$7. A great little restau- 
rant with a short menu full of clean, 
sharp flavors. Emphasizing soups and 
noodles, the menu draws from all re- 
gions, with a slight tendency toward the 
hot-and-spicy seasonings of the South- 
west. Try the vast and delectable scal- 
lion pancake and the house-special 
pan-fried noodles 

INDIA SAMRAAT, 51a Mass Ave, 
Boston, 247-0718. $7-$11. Small, 
sparsely decorated, and running to 
small entrées, but the chef has a firm 
hand on the standard curries and the 
condiment tray. Homemade cheese 
sparks the vegetarian list; lamb jalfrozie 
and chicken tikka masala for richly fla- 
vored sauces. Great tea. 

KASHMIR, 279 Newbury St., Boston, 
536-1695. $9-$17 (lunch, $4-$6). At 
last, an Indian restaurant as beautifully 
decorated and designed as the fancy 
Thai restaurants. Plenty of wham in the 
food, too, from the samosas and hum- 
ble vegetarian curries up to the tandoori 
rack of lamb, presented with the chops 
impaled on swords. As the name sug- 
gests, the strengths are tandoori (don't 
miss the nan) and creamy sauces with 
real cilantro. BR Sun., noon to 3’p.m. 
MIYAKO, 279a Newbury St., Boston 
236-0222. $11-$23. The strengths are 
service, sushi-by-the-piece, and a long 
list of unusual appetizers and small 
plates. Vegetarians have the most novel 
choices, but the familiar dishes are 
there, including a smoked-salmon cock- 
tail served to look like sashimi. Minimal- 
ist blue-gray space rewards dressing up. 
THE OTHER SIDE COSMIC CAFE, 407 
Newbury St. Ext., Boston, 536-9477. 
$4-$7. New Bohemian café with cheap 
West Coast sandwiches (on terrific 
breads) and fresh juices, including “a 
dose of wheatgrass juice.” Homemade 
pie. Seattle soundtrack. 

PARISH CAFE, 361 Boylston St., 
Boston, 247-4777. $5-$9. At last, a bar 
with sandwiches named after celebri- 
ties, where the celebrities can actually 
cook. Chefs, in fact. Boston's celebrity 
chefs designed some nifty sandwiches 
and salads, and-a young staff makes 
them with top-shelf ingredients. And 
serves them with some interesting 
American wines and world beers. A 
conversation-maker for people interest- 
ed in food. 

PIGNOLI, 79 Park Plaza, Boston, 338- 
7500. $12-$31. Second restaurant by 
Lydia Shire, of Biba, less expensive and 
more focused on Italian foods. The 
main strategy seems to be unusual 
morsels. The bread basket and pesto is 
glorious, and there are many excellent 
moments, especially in the starch de- 
partments. Initially a younger, hipper 
crowd than the nationally famous Biba 
THE RATTLESNAKE BAR, 384 Boyi- 
ston St., Boston, 859-8555. $6-$14. 
Pan-American food with a Caribbean 
accent. Dress fancy/casual and eat 
better than usual. BR Sun., 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. 

RESTAURANT ZINC, 35 Stanhope 
St., Boston, 262-2323. $17-$29. A 
glossy bistro whose menu updates a 
previous generation's New York 
French tradition for this generation's 
South End movers and shakers. 
Where else can you get an upright 
tureen of vichyssoise and a glistening 
patty of steak tartare? None of it 
comes cheap, but the service is exem- 
plary and the kitchen is open till 1 a.m. 
SONSIE, 327 Newbury St., Boston, 
351-2500. $7-$25. Wear your Newbury 
Street clothes, whatever those might 
be, to a fun, see-and-be-seen restau- 
rant. Appetizers are often among the 
best things on the eclectic menu. Excel- 
lent bartenders who know how to mix a 
drink. Superior Sunday brunch and 
weekday, early-morning breakfast 
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crowd. BR Sat., Sun., and Mon. holi- 
days, 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
STEPHANIE'S, 190 Newbury St., 
Boston, 236-0990. $14-$23. Bistro-style 
dining, with a menu that’s partly Italian 
(pizza, risotto, calamari) and partly 
American (steak, pork chops). Comfort- 
food specials like meatioa! and pot pie 
served Sun.-Tues. BR Sun., 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. 

TAPEO, 266 Newbury St., 267-4799 
$3-$18. Evocative Spanish décor in this 
crowded and loud tapas bar-cum-din- 
ing room. Tapas and a terrific list of 
Spanish wines and sherries are the key, 
although you shouldn't miss the onion 
soup, zarzuela (seafood soup), or the 
orange-flavored flan. 


BEACON HILL 

ARTU, 89 Charles St., Boston, 227- 
9023. $7-$14. A stylish, low-key tratto- 
ria and roastery with two locations. The 
Charles Street storefront is the place if 
you're in the mood for a terrific lamb 
sandwich, or if one of the nightly spe- 
Cials looks good. The original North End 
branch is a better spot for a full Italian 
dinner (longer menu; prices a dollar 
lower). At both, the food is affordable 
and consistently flavorful. 

FIGS, 42 Charles St., Boston, 742- 
3447. $10-$16 From the people who 
brought you Olives, an extraordinary 
pizza parlor. Outstanding thin-crust piz- 


zas lavishly topped with fresh ingredi- | 


ents. Try the bianco (topped with fresh 


arugula and tomatoes). The risotto with | 


corn and crab is sheer bliss. And the 
tiramisu may be the best in town. 
ISTANBUL CAFE, 37 Bowdoin St., 
Boston, 227-3434. $4-$10. Tip-top 
Turkish food in a pleasantly Bohemian 
semi-basement on the back side of 
Beacon Hill. Fine appetizers like the 
fried sigara boreks, a really tasty vege- 
tanan stuffed eggplant, terrific lamb ke- 
bab, and better, spicier adana kebab, 
swell Turkish coffee 

LALA ROKH, 97 Mount Vernon St., 
Boston, 720-5511. $12-$16. Exotic, au- 
thentic, romantic, and beautiful, Lala 
Rokh fufills, surpasses, and decon- 
structs our fantasies of ancient Persia 
all at once. Absolutely don’t miss the 
eggplant appetizer and pilaf entrées 
Many unique garnishes and subtle fla- 
vors do justice to a rare and classic cui- 
sine. 

LEMON GRASS GRILLE, 156 Cam- 
bridge St., Boston, 720-4656. $7-$14. 
The mild cooking and rangy menu at 
this primarily Thai spot make it a decent 
starter restaurant for would-be Thai 
eaters. Problem is, most of us have al- 
ready started. Some amusing touches: 
the lightly spicy pineapple chicken 
comes in a real half-pineapple. A sushi 
bar has been added since our original 
review. 

SIAM CAFE, 197 Cambridge St. 
(Charles River Plaza), Boston, 227- 
1431. $6-$12. At last, a Thai restaurant 
for the area of Mass General Hospital 
and the backside of Beacon Hill. Partic- 
ularly strong on satay and the seafood 
entrées. 


CHARLESTOWN 

FIGS, 67 Main St., Charlestown, 242- 
2229. $10-$16. From the people who 
brought you Olives, an extraordinary 
pizza parlor. Outstanding thin-crust piz- 
zas lavishly topped with fresh ingredi- 
ents. Try the bianco (topped with fresh 
arugula and tomatoes). The risotto with 
corn and crab is sheer bliss. And the 
tiramisu may be the best in town. Note: 
brunch served at Charlestown branch 
only. BR Sun., noon to 4 p.m. 

OLIVES, 10 City Square, Boston, 242- 
1999. $15-$29. Fairly expensive, and 
expect a long wait unless you're a 
celebrity. But worth every cent and 
minute. The pan-Mediterranean cuisine 
here is served with a shot of pure ge- 
nius, making it one of Boston's best 
(and most sophisticated) eateries. The 
dishes — from the classic Olives tart to 
the “falling chocolate cake” — are so in- 
spired it's hard to believe they're not 
classics. 


CHINATOWN 

BA DAT RESTAURANT, 28 Harrison 
Ave., Boston, 426-8838. $4-$7. Very 
nice pho in numerous variations in a 
quiet storefront. 

BLUE DINER, 150 Kneeland St. (South 
Station), 695-0087. $7-$15. Not quite a 
diner, not even very blue, this is still the 
best place to go for a serious meal at 3 
a.m. The all-night hours, the barbecue 
menu, and the cool bar in back called 
the Art Zone draw everyone from cops 
to clubbers. BR From 11:30 p.m. Fri. to 
4 p.m. Sat., and from 11:30 p.m. Sat. 
until 4 p.m. Sun. 

BUDDHA'S DELIGHT, 5 Beach St., 
Boston, 451-2395. $4-$10. Chinese and 
Vietnamese Buddhist-temple cuisine, 
strictly vegan (except for condensed 
milk in some drinks) imitations of your 
favorite shrimp, pork, and egg dishes. 
I've seen better visual work in this tradi- 
tion, but it didn't taste as good as the 
best here: spring rolls, summer rolls, 
nam vang noodle soup, hot-and-sour 
soup, moo shi, Lake Tung-ting “shrimp,” 
and anything spicy or with lemongrass. 
Good coffee. Weird desserts. 

GRAND CHAU CHOW, 41-45 Beach 
St., Boston, 292-5166. $4-$22. A fanci- 
er supplement to the popular Chau 
Chow Seafood Restaurant across the 
street, with good versions of every 
imaginable Chinese dish, but concen- 
trating on Cantonese-style seafood and 
specialties of the Chau Chow people 
from Swatow and Southeast Asia. No- 
tice the Swatowese dumpling soup, 
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(Café open for dinner until 11 p.m.) 
Full bar 
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ARBARA LYNCH FIRST came to pub- 
lic attention as the executive chef of 











Continued on page 10 


Galleria Italiana, a previously obscure 
restaurant near the Theater District. It was 
there, starting in late 1995, that Lynch, a native 
of South Boston who’d worked her way 
through various well-regarded kitchens before 
becoming Galleria’s executive chef, began to be 
anointed a Talent by various local reviewers, 
and quickly ascended to name-chef status. 

Her attention-grabbing run at Galleria was 
followed by a falling-out with the owners, and 
then by rumors in food-gossip columns that she 
had a new project under way, a restaurant of 
her own. Word trickled out among foodies. It 
would be on the Common, next door to the 
Union Club. It would be not exactly Italian. It 
would be named for its address. It would open 
sometime in the summer of 1998. 

This was all before the first official notice 
crossed my desk. That first official notice came 
in June, and it said, “No. 9 Park Now Taking 
Reservations.” 

It did not say, We are opening a restaurant. 
Or, Barbara Lynch is pleased to announce. It 
assumed you knew all that and were just waiting 
for the gun to go off so you could book a table. 

Man, I thought. If that’s their PR campaign, 
they have to be pretty confident. 

The initial reviews came in. Inconsistent-but- 
promising was the word from Lynch’s friend 
Corby Kummer, who reviewed No. 9 Park for 
Boston magazine. Alison Arnett, over at the 
Boston Globe, kept visiting the place until she 
liked it. To me, people seemed to be 
dancing around the issue: they had 
just eaten at a very expensive restau- 
rant that didn’t rock their world. 

By now Lynch’s place has settled 
in as the downtown restaurant, with 
a bustling bar and full tables even 
on a Monday night, and Bon Ap- 
pétit has just named it one of the 
country’s most important openings 
this year. The food is undeniably 
tasty, and if not every consistency 
problem has been ironed out, it’s 
clear that Lynch can work magic 
when she’s on. Still, the entrées are 
very expensive; unless you are feel- 
ing particularly flush, my advice 
would be to sit at one of the mar- 
ble-topped tables in the café/bar, 
order appetizers and one of the ex- 
cellent Belgian beers on the menu, 
and absorb the in-ness of the place, 
the clean sage walls and cherry-wood trim, the 
square plates, and the throngs of well-heeled 
downtowners mingling around the bar’s doll- 
house-white bar chairs, under its nine beaded 
amber lamps. 

Lynch’s food is a distinctly American fusion of 
ideas, drawn mainly from Italian and French tra- 
ditions. Perhaps in part because it’s winter, the 
menu seems to hit the bass notes of truffle oil 
and cream and foie gras more than any perky 
top notes. To Lynch’s credit, she manages to 
pull this off without excess. 

For instance, the “pizzette” ($9) is your typi- 
cal high-end small pizza, done with a delicacy 
you don’t usually see. A stylish oblong of flat- 
bread is carpeted with thinly sliced mushrooms 
over white cheese, then sprinkled with a bit of 
fresh flat-leaf parsley and more than a bit of 
white-truffle oil. The result is woodsy-tasting 
and crisp, deep without being heavy. 


' The summer's big opening hits its stride, mostly 


No. 9 Park 
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BEACON ON THE HILL: Holiday lights enliven the stripped-down ’40s décor at chef 


Barbara Lynch’s first solo effort. After several months in business, the kitchen (below) is 


keeping pace with the crowd. 





The tagliatelle ($12) is rolled very thin but 
still retains a nice bite. The flat noodles are 
gently tossed in a “Tuscan meat sauce” with a 
light tomato-cream feel and a lot of ground 
meat, with a sprig of basil on top. 

I’m not sure what to think of the steak 
tartare ($11). The version here was, as you’d 
expect, a glistening disk of brilliant red ground 
beef. But the capers mixed into the meat, and 
the bit of truffly-tasting créme fraiche hiding 
underneath, did more to cloak the meat in a 
generic veil of gourmet-ness than to bring out 
its singular, barbaric buttery taste. It didn’t 
taste bad — it just didn’t quite taste like steak 


tartare. 





The spirit of inventiveness is served much 
better in the chestnut bisque ($10). The soup is 
presented with a little ritual: the bowl arrives 
dry, with a handful of chanterelle mushrooms, 
and the liquid is delivered by a waiter from a 
white porcelain ewer. Pretentious? Maybe. 
Then again, maybe keeping the ingredients sep- 
arate means that the mushrooms can retain 
their earthy taste, contrasting with the sweet, 
mild, slightly chalky chestnut purée rather than 
leaching into it. A salad ($8) was uncomplicat- 
ed — a pile of mesclun greens, no adornments 
— but the dressing, made with olive oil and 
chopped olives, really made it jump. 

The highlight of an entrée of “crispy duck” 
($27) wasn’t so much the skin, which didn’t 
quite reach crispiness, as the intense game fla- 
vor of two deeply colored duck legs. They were 
served with fresh black figs cut open to reveal 
their rather suggestive insides. They were also 


served on top of something: as I moved the 
duck aside, I found a kind of slaw flavored with 
mustard seed, and then a bright pink substance 
— foie gras! The thing under the duck was a 
giant, disintegrating ravioli filled with slaw and 
a piece of what seemed, by color and texture, to 
be quite raw foie gras. I moved back to the 
duck and left the rest of the foie gras alone. 

That was probably the roughest edge we en- 
countered at No. 9 Park. A plate of scallops ($29) 
had five big scallops, with those perfect grill 
stripes that scallops acquire, each mounted on a 
little bed of mashed potato studded with lentils, 
surrounded by a watercress purée, with a nutty 
tangle of fried parsnips on the plate. 

Along with the scallops we had a 
half-bottle of a very nice, unusually 
round and fruity Sancerre, a Lu- 
cien Crochet 1996 that wasn’t too 
terribly marked up at $22. (The 
wine list, assembled by Lynch’s for- 
mer sommelier at Galleria Italiana, 
is impressively rangy, though the 
“values” seem to be mostly in the 
expensive bottles.) 

It is hard, even if you are so cur- 
mudgeonly as to worry about raw 
foie gras and $6 scallops, to leave 
with a bad feeling if dessert is good. 
And all of our desserts were good: 
an excellent pear sorbet ($8), lilting 
and light, with a cute pear chip on 
the plate and a gewiirztraminer 
sauce; a wholesome vanilla-flavored 
bread pudding ($7) was molded 
into an oval, with a crisp crust and 
fine caramel sauce. The most run- 
of-the-mill was probably something called the 
apple terrine ($8), which was a square slice of 
sweet, soft bread laid on its side and framing a 
single round slice of baked apple, all in a pool of 
liquored sweet-cream sauce. The strangest- 
sounding dessert was in some ways the most 
impressive: “sweet-potato pithivier” ($8), a 
puffy golden pastry flanked by two little scoops 
of coconut ice cream and a wash of light ginger 
sauce. The sweet potato inside the pastry was 
caramelized (or brown-sugarized) to the point 
where it tasted genuinely desserty. This is exact- 
ly the sort of bright sleight of hand — unex- 
pected, but suddenly obvious in retrospect — 
that differentiates chefs who merely try hard 
from those who have a real gift. Even if the 
wrapping is a bit loose. N 
be 
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Why else would Rudolph’s nose be red? 


Seasonal si 


BY THOR IVERSON 


Y FIRST EXPERIENCE with 
wine was at Christmas. It’s a 
miracle that I ever had a second 
one, since that first experience was a glass 
of some horrid concoction called “Cold 
Duck.” Many years later, I discovered 
that it tasted a lot like Manischevitz, 
which just goes to prove that bad wine 





knows no religion. 

The holidays are a time of family get- 
togethers .. . which, as | noted a few weeks 
ago in my Thanksgiving column, means a 
lot of different people are gathered together 
and looking to you, the family wine geek, to 
impress them despite their wildly varying 
tastes. And chances are that some hardened 
oenophobes also populate your family tree, 
which means beating your head against a 
wine-shop wall looking for the One Perfect 
Wine is pretty pointless. 

You can just buy what you like and hope 
for the best, or you can find a wine or two 
that matches the food but won't confuse or 
unduly challenge the palates of your less 
adventurous relatives. Here are some sug- 
gestions for a few of the more traditional 
holiday meals (if your traditional holiday 
meal is lamb vindaloo, borscht, and lute- 
fisk, I'm afraid you’re on your own). 

Large hunks of roasted meat are the 
quintessential American holiday main 
course. Turkey I’ve already written about, 
but other birds have been known to fly in 
for the holidays: chicken, duck, pheasant, 
guinea hen, and so on. There are three 
questions to ask when pairing wine with 
birds: How dark is the meat? Is it wild or 


sauce, or rub? 

For lighter meats in restrained presen- 
tations — say a chicken or guinea hen 
rubbed with herbs — just about anything 
but a heavy red wine will do (though the 
French would probably serve a young red 
Bordeaux, which helps demonstrate that 
wine-food matching is a highly personal 
thing). It might be time for a lighter cru 
Beaujolais (such as a Fleurie), but | per- 
sonally would stick with a white; either 
light and aromatic such as the 1996 Do- 
maine Marius Delarche Pernand-Verge- 
lesses ($16.99), from Burgundy, or 
weighty and “fat.” The 1997 Mirassou 
Chardonnay Monterey County is a good 
bargain at $13, but the 1995 d’Arenberg 
Chardonnay “The Olive Grove” is even 
better at $15, thanks to its incredible 
richness. 

Darker meats such as duck can handle a 
strong white Burgundy (if you can find any 
of the Meursaults from Domaine des 
Comtes Lafon for less than $60, buy them), 
but they go better with medium-weight reds 
like dolcetto (the 1996 Prunotto Dolcetto 
d’Alba at $15 and the 1996 Cortese Dol- 
cetto d’Alba Trifolera at $14 are excellent), 
the 1996 Sanford Pinot Noir ($18), or the 
1995 Patrick Javillier Savigny-les-Beaune 
“Les Serpentiéres” ($32). And anything 
wild or with an aggressive sauce needs a 
more assertive red Burgundy (1995 Louis 
Jadot Beaune Clos des Ursules is a steal at 
$35), a Spanish Rioja (1995 Ramirez de la 
Piscina Rioja Crianza at $12, 1995 Finca 
Allende Rioja at $19, and 1989 Bodegas 





at $30 are all incredible), or a wild wine 
from Italy’s lesser-known regions (Umbria’s 
1996 Colli Amerini Carbio for $21 and 
Campania’s 1996 Feudi di San Gregorio 
Rubrato for $15 are drinking very well). 

If the slab-o’-meat is ham in a sweet 
glaze, then there are two classic choices: an 
Italian red made from barbera (Coppo 
makes two great ’95s, a Barbera d’Asti 
Camp du Rouss for $18 and a Barbera 
d’Asti Pomorosso for $45, though bargain 
hunters will want the 1997 Prunotto Bar- 
bera d’Alba Fiulot for $13), or a medium- 
sweet white from Germany (try either the 
1996 Friedrich Wilhelm Gymnasium 
Graacher Himmelreich Riesling Spatlese 
for $16 or the 1997 von Hével Oberem- 
meler Hiitte Riesling Spatlese for $19). 

Other kinds of pork go with pretty much 


Monastrell from Spain’s Jumilla region for 
$10. And while beef is tremendous with 
just about any red wine, the particular 
character of a beef roast (not as aggres- 
sively “meaty” as other preparations of 
beef, but soft and comforting) calls out for 
a wine from the Rhéne Valley (the 1995 
Chateauneuf-du-Papes from Chateau 
Fortia and Tardieu-Laurent are $20 and 
$40, respectively), a serious Italian such as 
the 1995 Nottola Vino Nobile di Mon- 
tepulciano ($24), or one of the killer reds 
coming from Spain, including the 1996 
Nuestra Sefora de la Cabeza Casa Gua- 
da Cencibel (La Mancha) for $6, the 
1996 Grandes Bodegas Marques de 
Velilla Crianza (Ribera del Duero) for 
$14, and the 1996 Abadia Retuerta Cu- 
vée El Palomar (Sardon de Duero) for 
$43. If you’re partaking of a meltingly ten- 
der prime rib, then red Bordeaux (covered 
a few weeks ago) or California cabernet 
sauvignon (the 1993 Heitz Trailside 
Vineyard is $48) are better bets. 

If, on the other hand, your holiday meal 
runs more toward latkes and applesauce, 
then you'll want to put away those big reds 
and try something light and fruity from Al- 
sace (the 1996 Hugel Pinot Blanc “Cu- 
vée les Amours” is $12, while the 1994 
Ernest Burn Tokay-Pinot Gris Goldert 
Clos St. Imer is sturdier at $27) or Aus- 
tralia (try the 1996 Peter Lehmann 
Semillon Barossa for $12). Those keep- 
ing kosher should try the 1996 Baron 
Herzog Chenin Blanc ($7) and Sauvi- 
gnon Blanc ($9), or the 1997 Weinstock 
Cellars Contour ($11). 

And if you survive the holiday wine expe- 
rience intact, settle down in front of the 
fireplace — or in front of ER — with a 
glass of port, Armagnac, or (if you happen 
to be waiting for Santa) ice-cold milk. 
You've earned it. & 
reached at 


Thor Iverson can _ be 


wine@phx.com. 
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farm-raised? And what’s the marinade, 
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vinegar dips, grey sole with fried fins 
and bones, sautéed pea tendrils, and a 
surprising General Gau's chicken 

LEI JING, 20 Hudson St., Boston, 292- 
6238. $8-$35. Everything from won ton 
soup to a three-course Peking duck, but 
the emphasis is on South Chinese ban- 
quet dishes in a more formal and ex- 
pensive dining room. Recommended 
the beef teriyaki, steamed minced 
shrimp balls, clams with black bean 
sauce, and taking a chance on dessert 
BR Dim sum daily, 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m 
NEW SHANGHAI RESTAURANT, 21 
Hudson St., Boston, 338-6688. $8-$17 
Chinatown's venerable Szechuan 
palace refurbished and refocused on 
Shanghai cold appetizers and soy- 
based stews. Five-spice beef and duck, 
crispy eel (outstanding, no joke), crispy 
scallops with black-pepper sauce, 
steamed prawns with garlic, whole fish 
with braised bean curd — a consistently 
fine meal handsomely served. You 
could dress up for this. BR Dim sum on 
Sat. and Sun., 11 a.m. to 3 p.m 
PEKING CUISINE, 10 Tyler St., Boston, 
542-5857. $3-$9. Formerly known as 
China Grove, this family-style restaurant 
continues in the Mandarin and Szechuan 
tradition of its predecessor. Serves both 
standard Chinese fare as well as more 
adventuresome dishes like scallops with 
black-pepper sauce and sautéed eel 
with yellow leeks. BR Dim sum on Sat 
and Sun., 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m 
PENANG, 685-681 Washington St., 
Boston, 451-6372. $5-$17. If you've 
been hesitating about Malaysian food, 
hesitate no more. Penang is as much 
fun as the old Trader Vic’s, and has 
much more interesting food. The 
sharpest flavors are in the roti canai ap- 
petizer, as well as familiar morsels like 
the Penang popia and chicken satay 
Lively entrées are the yam pots (featur- 
ing delicious mashed taro root), the 
“house special” squid or lobster or 
crabs with a complex sauce, and the 
fragrant beef rendang 

PHO BOLSA RESTAURANT, 1 Stuart 
St., Boston, 695-1843. $4-$6. A good 
attempt to market Vietnamese soup 
with a user-friendly menu describing the 
usual 18 variations of pho with encour- 
aging English prose. The soup is very 
close to what you can get with a little 
more courage elsewhere, once you've 
had a few experiences at Pho Bolsa. 
Stir-fries less reliable 


KEY 
CF=Cigar Friendly BR=Brunch 


Muga Rioja Gran Reserva “Prado Enea” 


anything; try a 1997 Casa Castillo 











PHO PASTEUR, 8 Kneeland St., Boston, 
451-0247. $3-$5. Superb specialist in 
noodle soups, beef or chicken based, with 
a. variety of mix-ins. Also a line of drinks 
and desserts, and some, like “avocado 
juice” (actually a luscious milkshake), that 
are both. Small, homey, clean 

SOUTH STREET DINER, 178 Kneeland 
St. (South Station), Boston, 350-0028 
$3-$5. In the funky little 1920s diner 
building at the corner of South and 
Kneeland Streets, this all-hours diner 
serves solid, handmade versions of what 
you'd expect: burgers, fries, cheese 
omelets, and plenty of coffee. No beer or 
wine. BR All day Sat. and Sun 


COPLEY/PRUDENTIAL 
AMBROSIA ON HUNTINGTON, 116 
Huntington Ave., Boston, 247-2400. $5- 
$26. In a dramatic and sophisticated 
setting, dishes strongly influenced by 
provincial French cuisine are sparked 
into the sublime by Asian seasonings. 
An emphasis on native New England 
game and seafood, as well as wonder- 
fully imaginative desserts. Lively bar 
scene as the evening progresses. 
BRASSERIE JO, 120 Huntington Av- 
enue (Colonnade Hotel), Boston, 425- 
3240. $16-$19. Traditional Parisian bistro 
flavors with some hearty Alsatian dishes. 
A clone of a second restaurant by Chica- 
go's Alsatian chef Jean Joho, this is a re- 
markably useful restaurant for the Colon- 
nade Hotel, the Symphony-Prudential 
area, and anyone who happens by for 
breakfast lunch, dinner, drinks, or a late 
graze. Unusually for the ‘90s, the big fla- 
vors are in the entrees, such as chou- 
croute garni, coq au vin, and duckling a 
l'orange, with important cabbage and 
potato statements on the side. 

KAYA KOREAN-JAPANESE RESTAU- 
RANT, 581 Boylston St., Boston, 236- 
5858, 437-1882. $9-$20 (lunch, $5- 
$10). Hearty Korean dishes with a 
Japanese sense of variety and refine- 
ment; Japanese food almost as good. A 
respite from nearby Copley Place. Don't 
miss the popular tempura udon at 
lunch, superb galbi (marinated short 
ribs), or the fiery stir-fried squid. Sec- 
ond location at 1924 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge (Porter Sq.), 497-5656 

TURNER FISHERIES, 10 Huntington 
Ave., Boston, 424-7425. $17-$25. Tra- 
ditional seafood favorites, as well as 
more exotic offerings. Fresh fish pre- 
pared to order; also a raw bar. BR 
Sun., 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 


DOWNTOWN/ 
WATERFRONT 
THE BARKING CRAB, 88 Sleeper St. 
(Northern Ave. Bridge), Boston, 426- 
CRAB. $9-$21. A hearty clam shack — 


actually a lobster tent gone year-round 
with a crab name. Warm informality 
blends simple seafood entrées and the 
odd yuppie treat into things like the 
“crab burger.” The fun is eating like this 
with a full view of the downtown 
skyscrapers. Hearty desserts and local 
microbrews as well. Familiar, yet new 
BR Sat. and Sun., noon to 3 p.m 
FAJITAS & 'RITAS, 25 West St., 
Boston, 426-1222. $6-$10. Lively, casu- 
al Tex-Mex restaurant and margarita 
bar. Décor is provided mostly by the 
customers, who cover the walls with 
crayon graffiti 

FORT HILL BREW HOUSE, 125 Broad 
St. (Financial District), Boston, 695- 
9700. $7-$10 A long, hopping down- 
town brewpub in a converted old space 
of beams and brick, serving competent, 
mildly flavored beers and a wide array 
of cross-cultural bar snacks. We recom- 
mend the spinach salad, one of the 
nouvelle pizzas, and a pint of the deep- 


ginger and soy), but modified classics 
were graceful and tasty: beautiful pur- 
ple-potato salad with smoked-trout 
paté, sweet-crusted grilled chicken, and 
a towering “berry surprise” for dessert. 
Music and dancing starts at 10 p.m 
nightly 

MAISON ROBERT, 45 School St., 
Boston, 227-3370. $17-$32. Traditional 
French cuisine with a few contemporary 
touches. Large portions. This is actually 
two restaurants in one — a formal din- 
ing room upstairs (jacket and tie re- 
quired) with entrées starting at $17, and 
a more relaxed and romantic café 
downstairs. BR Only on Easter and 
Mother's Day, 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m 
MAX'S DELI CAFE, 151 Milk St., 
Boston, 330-9790. $4-$6. A trendy, 
downtown café with a New York deli 
struggling to get out. Kenya AA coffee 
with surprisingly good chicken soup and 
decent pastrami sandwiches, once you 
turn down the focaccia, Swiss-cheese, 





est, darkest beer of the day. 
GALLERIA ITALIANA, 177 Tremont 
St., Boston, 423-2092. $12-$18. A trat- 
toria you'd be delighted to find in Italy, 
with hearty country food and a welcom- 
ing informal style. Menu changes daily. 
Foodie tip: check out the inexpensive 
cafeteria-style lunch. 

THE GOOD LIFE, 28 Kingston St. 
(Downtown Crossing), Boston, 451- 
2622. $6-$10. A Runyonesque joint that 
combines a neighborhood feel with 
downtown flavor. The food is basic — 
burgers, buffalo wings, steak — and the 
bar harks back to a day when men were 
men and martinis were all eight ounces. 
HIBERNIA, 25 Kingston Street (Down- 
town Crossing), Boston (617) 292-2333. 
$17-$21. The Irish theme is so subtle 
you could miss it at this hip, narrow 
nightclub/restaurant next to the venera- 
ble J.J. Foley's. The kitchen, when we 
visited, had a split personality: the at- 
tempts at fusion felt hamhanded (i.e., 
“lobster potstickers” overwhelmed by 


and Dijon-mustard options. 

OSKAR’S, 107 South St. (Leather Dis- 
trict), Boston, 542-6756. $12-$23. Hov- 
ering between goth and industrial in 
decor, between Boston and New York 
in mood, Oskar's epitomizes the new 
wave of downtown lounge-restaurants. 
Cigars are abundant. The kitchen 
serves lunch, dinner, cocktails, and late 
supper. 

IL PANINO’S BISTRO, 295 Franklin 
St., Boston, 338-1000. $8-$20. A 
bustling, very moderately priced alter- 
native to the fancy dining room upstairs. 
The food is simple and low in fat, yet 
based on superflavorful ingredients. 
Don't miss anything with arugula, fresh 
basil, or the other great Italian flavor- 
ings. 

PORTABELLO BISTRO, 265 Northern 
Ave. (Waterfront), Boston, 338-5958. 
$14-$21. New Italian for the new-look 
waterfront. Stick to the excellent an- 
tipasto table and the beautifully pre- 
sented specials; the more conventional 


food bogs down a little. The décor will 
charm some, even if the coy country- 
kitchen look seems a little out of place 
50 feet from the water 

THE VAULT, 105 Liberty Square, 
Boston, 292-9966. $14-$27. With its 
linen tablecloths, high ceilings, and 
grand bar, this wedge-shaped room has 
all the markings of a classic downtown 
restaurant. But the cooking hums with 
an adventurous spirit, and the extensive 
wine list is cleverly chosen 

WEST STREET GRILL, 15 West St. 
(off Tremont St., near Downtown Cross- 
ing), Boston, 423-0300. $11-$19. 
Known primarily for its bar scene, this is 
a credible restaurant as well. The cook- 
ing is roughly New American; the build- 
ing is tall, narrow, and multistoried; and 
the dining room, upstairs from the after- 
work bustle, is surprisingly calm. 

LES ZYGOMATES, 129 South St., 
Boston, 542-5108. $12-$19. This bistro 
with a genuinely French feel has a 
wine-bar angle (the list of 40-odd wines 
changes weekly), an artsy angle (gal- 
leries across the street), and a shame- 
lessly Gallic angle (sweetbread vol-au- 
vent, venison in wine reduction sauce). 
The menu favors purism over culinary 
excitement, but the place has a buzz 
about it nonetheless. 


EAST BOSTON 
ANGELO & SONS SEAFOOD, 297-299 
Chelsea Street (Day Square), East 
Boston, 567-2500. $10-$18. Just out of 
sight of the Logan runways, this East 
Boston seafood joint is the best reason 
we know to drive through the Callahan 
Tunnel. The owner spent much of his 
life as a fisherman, and his love of the 
catch shines through everywhere. Or- 
der the mixed-shellfish plate to start (it's 
called “seafood aioli"), and whatever's 
on the specials board. 
SANTARPIO’S, 111 Chelsea St., 
Boston, 567-9871. $3-$8. One of the 
classic Boston pizzas, thin crust toasted 
to a marvelous crisp. And a font of 
wood-fired, East Boston “barbecue” 
items — skewers of lamb or sausage 
served simply with peasant bread and a 
hot cherry tomato. And that’s all there is 
in a neighborhood bar with a core of 
boxing fans. Don't knock Boom-Boom 
Mancini or Vinnie Paz’ in here. 


THE FENWAY 
CENA, 14 Westland Ave., Boston, 262- 
1485. $11-$15. A standout among the 
many new bistros and grilles because 
the menu concentrates on vegetables 
with a little seafood and chicken — no 
red meat and little cheese — and be- 
cause so many of the world-beat flavors 
work. Call it health gourmet, or call it 


the future, but call it “Kay-nah” as in the 
Latin, because the fun decor is faux 
ancient Rome. 

MUCHO GUSTO, 1124 Boylston St., 
Boston, 236-1020. $8-$14 (lunch, $5- 
$9). Great old Cuban music, kitschy 
collectibles off the sets of / Love Lucy, 
and superb hospitality make this fun 
Healthful-ized Cuban food makes for 
pretty great dining, especially on the 
Cuban sandwich, black-bean soup, 
Cuban coffee, and anything deep-fried. 
BR Sun., noon to 4 p.m. 

SORENTO’S ITALIAN GOURMET, 86 
Peterborough St., Boston, 424-7070 
$6-$10. A (somewhat yuppie) neighbor- 
hood pizza parlor with food better than 
most “northern Italian” cafés. The se- 
cret: a short list of top ingredients 
worked into al dente pastas, delectable 
calzones and pizzas, and a couple of 
creamy sauces. 


JAMAICA PLAIN 
BLACK CROW CAFFE, 2 Perkins St. 
(Hyde Sq.), Jamaica Plain, 983-9231. 
$12-$17. A continental café with owners 
and some décor from the West Indies. 
Great soups, salads, cappuccino — and 
desserts to die for. BR Sun., 9 a.m. to 3 
p.m. 

JAKE'S BOSS BBQ, 3492 Washington 
St., Jamaica Plain, 983-3701. $6-$15. 
Veteran pitmaster Kenton Jacobs 
brings Texas smoked barbecue back to 
the inner city, in a handy location next 
to Doyle's. Beef brisket and chopped 
(pork) barbecue best show off the 
smoker, and don't miss the smoke-en- 
riched collards and cowboy beans. 
JAMES'’S GATE, 5-11 McBride St., Ja- 
maica Plain, 983-2000. $8-$15. Joining 
Matt Murphy's on the short list of 
Boston's Irish bars with great food, 
James's Gate treats a mixed-age, infor- 
mal crowd to updated Irish pub classics 
(like shepherd's pie) and truly impres- 
sive contemporary cuisine with Italian 
and Mexican flavors. Don't miss the 
steamed mussels, the glazed pork chop 
and salmon platters, or the “veggie que- 
sadilla,” which involves caramelized 
shallots, spinach, and goat cheese. BR 
Sun., 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

JP SEAFOOD CAFE, 730 Centre St., 
Jamaica Plain, 983-5177. $8-$23. A 
neighborhood sushi bar and Korean- 
Japanese restaurant that's part of an 
established fish store, so you know ev- 
erything will be terrific. And it is, espe- 
cially dumplings, scallion pancakes, 
Stir-fries loaded with vegetables, teriya- 
ki and tempura, and an excellent bibim- 
bop. And did | mention top-quality 
sushi? 

EL ORIENTAL, 416 Centre St. (Hyde 
Sq.), Jamaica Plain, 524-6464. $5-$8. 
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The orient-in question is Eastern Cuba, 
inspiring amazing soups, Cubano sand- 
wiches, and red-beans-and-rice to rank 
with any. Fierce chocolate batido, too 
A neat little luncheonette to help us for- 
get the loss of the Espafiola across the 
street 


KENMORE/BU 
AUDUBON CIRCLE, 838 Beacon St 
(Audubon Circle), Boston, 421-1910 
$4-$12. The second baby from the team 
behind Cambridge's Miracle of Science 
is a sleek, no-nonsense wood-paneled 
room that produces some of the best 
grilled food you can get in a bar: moist 
chicken slices tossed over a salad, an 
amusing box of Chinese potstickers, 
seared rare tuna steak, a generous 
cheeseburger with the most flavorful 
home fries for miles 
BOSTON BEER WORKS, 61 Brookline 
Ave., Boston, 536-2337. $5-$16. One of 
the city's first brewpubs, this lofty, neo- 
industrial space across from Fenway 
Park offers a large and changing selec- 
tion of beers, from cask-conditioned 
ales to fruit novelties. Since our review, 
the menu has been spruced up to in- 
clude eclectic Americana like mako 
shark skewers 
CAFE SHIRAZ, 1030 Comm Ave, 
Boston, 566-8888. $10-$17. A large 
and pretty place, with a rotation of exot- 
ic Persian dishes in a generic Middle 
East and American kosher (meat) 
menu. Don't miss the soups, pilafs, ke- 
babs, shishlik, and baklava. Open Sat- 
urday nights, but closed Friday nights 
and Saturday lunches 
CORNWALL’S RESTAURANT AND 
OYSTER BAR, 510 Comm Ave, 
Boston, 262-3749. $4-$7. English- 
theme pub with excellent beers and 
ales (draft stouts!) and quietly home- 
made food. First-class raw bar. A prop- 
er grilled Reuben sandwich. Lean pas- 
trami. Real fried potatoes. Small, per- 
sonal-type space, so beware of Red 
Sox fans. BR Only on Sundays of Red 
Sox home games, noon to 3 p.m. 
ELEPHANT WALK, 900 Beacon St. 
(Audubon Circle), Boston, 247-1500 
$10-$19. Just a great restaurant, doing 
everything well. The Cambodian food, 
like somlah machou, banana-flower sal- 
ad, and amok de fruits de mer, is a 
whole level up from any other South- 
east Asian restaurant in the area. The 
French food is no longer just for cow- 
ards — it’s first-class nouvelle cuisine, 
with gloriously beautiful and delicious 
desserts. 


NORTH END 
ALLORO, 351 Hanover St., Boston, 
523-9268. $12-$25. Simple, inspired 
dishes, in a tiny storefront restaurant. 
No frills — just intensely personal ser- 
vice and truly outstanding food. Cash 
only. Menu changes daily. 

ARTU, 6 Prince St., Boston, 742-4336. 
$7-$14. Stylish, inexpensive trattoria 
and roastery. See listing under Beacon 
Hill. 

MARCUCCIO’'S, 125 Salem St., 
Boston, 723-1807. $9-$17. It’s like a 
Newbury Street bistro with better food. 
Some of the fancy Italian dishes come 
with highly flavored colorless sauces as 
weirdly effective as transparent beer; 
some are just directly tasty. Be sure to 
have the antipasti (which lean on fresh 
grilled vegetables), the veal marsala, 
and seafood with “tomato-water” sauce. 
Try to get the chocolate paté with rose- 
water, too. 

MAURIZIO’S, 364 Hanover St., Boston, 
367-1123. $15-$24. At street level, this 
is a spare, crowded trattoria with off- 
white walls; downstairs, it’s roomier and 
feels warmer, with exposed brick and a 
wine cellar. The menu is strong on 
bistro-ized version of Italian standards; 
more inventive dishes are hit-or-miss. 

IL PANINO, 11 Parmenter St., Boston, 
720-1336. $7-$12. Traditional Italian 
seafood and pasta dishes, nicely pre- 
pared and served by a staff that oozes 
charm. A local favorite, as you can tell 
from the line outside the door. 
RESTAURANT POMODORO, 319 
Hanover St., Boston, 367-4348. $9-$20. 
A few-frills storefront offering savory, al- 
most overwhelming platters. The action 
is in the daily specials, but watch for the 
red meat, risotto with lamb sausage, 
anything with fritters, and the roast-veg- 
etable salad. They take reservations 
but use the nearby cafés when tables 
aren't ready. No desserts, so it’s back 
to the cafés. No problem. 

SAGE, 69 Prince St., Boston, 248- 
8814. $15-$21. A treasure trove of fine 
food in a small, understated room. 
Along with the herb after which the 
restaurant is named, chef Tony Susi is 
partial to local ingredients and novel 
combinations: pan-seared sea bass, 
New England shelifish stew in lemon- 
grass broth, oven-roasted sausage with 
braised cabbage and soft polenta. 


SOUTH BOSTON 
ZYDECO GRILLE, 77-79 Dorchester 
St., South Boston, 464-2500. $6-$18. 
Les bon temps roulez, cher, albeit 
somewhat amplified for the heart of 
South Boston. Don't expect the epony- 
mous Afro-Franco-American music, but 
expect a variety of brews, spicy fried 
seafood, pretty fair barbecued ribs, 
cornbread, and bread pudding. Yes, 
they do have gator nuggets, but we pre- 
ferred the crawfish as “Zydeco pop- 
corn.” 


SOUTH END 
ADDIS RED SEA, 544 Tremont St., 
Boston, 426-8727. $6-$9. Perhaps 
Boston's most exotic dining experience, 
and certainly one of its most rewarding. 





Spicy Ethiopian stews arrive on huge 
sourdough pancakes as patrons sit on 
stools around woven tables. Be sure to 
start with a warm dip and the cottage 
cheese with red-pepper powder. Eating 
without silverware turns out to be easier 
than you think 

ANCHOVIES, 433 Columbus Ave., 
Boston, 266-5088. $5-$10. A lively 
neighborhood bar whipping up pizzas, 
calzones, and fresh pasta. Terrific value 
— when you can find a booth 

BOB THE CHEF'S, 604 Columbus 
Ave., Boston, 536-6204. $6-$14. The 
same mild-mannered soul food in a 
newly (and handsomely) bistro-ized 
space makes this a mellow place for an 
evening out, often with live jazz. Espe- 
cially recommended: the “glorifried 
chicken,” catfish fingers, crab cakes, 
and sweet-potato pie. BR Sun., 11 a.m 
to 3:30 p.m. with live jazz 
CLAREMONT CAFE, 535 Columbus 
Ave., Boston, 247-9001. $10-$14 
(lunch, $5-$6). A fresh café that suits 
the South End, with informal service 
and a touch of bohemia in the decor 
The food is serious enough to suit any- 
one, with fine soups, unusual salads, 
deliciously garnished entrées, and 
knockout desserts. BR Sat., 8 a.m. to 3 
p.m., and Sun., 9a.m.to3p.m 

THE DELUX CAFE & LOUNGE, 100 
Chandler St., Boston, 338-5258. $5-$9 
The perfect, five-star, not-a-false-note 
postmodern café-bar for people in their 
20s. Deceptively simple great food and 
openhearted, sincere cool make this a 
great visit for anyone else. Wall art and 
music superbly evoke the '50s-'90s 
connection 

FRANKLIN CAFE, 276 Shawmut Ave., 
Boston, 350-0010. $12-$14. A hidden 
location, a modest sign, and a consider- 
able reputation for simple dishes with a 
twist of brilliance — and it all works, 
nightly, for a variety of South Enders 
and knowing drive-ins. No desserts, 
which means there's no reason to avoid 
the “side starch” dishes like garlic 
mashed potatoes 





GEOFFREY'S CAFE-BAR, 578 
Tremont St., Boston, 266-1122. $7-$15 
A lovely, Parisian re-take on the former 
space of Hamersley's Bistro, with reli- 
able bistro food at most un-Parisian 
prices. A younger South End bohemian 
crowd has noticed, and they can eat re- 
markably well if they stick to the spicy 
grilled shrimp, pastas, Brazilian steak 
sandwich, beef bourguignon, and large 
desserts. 

HAMERSLEY'’S BISTRO, 553 Tremont 
St., Boston, 423-2700. $18-$27. Casual 
French-inspired food with a distinctly 
American and decidedly upscale ac- 
cent: guests wear ties while the chefs 
wear baseball caps. Famed for duck 
confit, wild mushroom and garlic sand- 
wich, and roast chicken with garlic, 
lemon, and parsley — an olfactory and 
culinary triumph. One of Boston's best. 
ICARUS, 3 Appleton St., Boston, 426- 
1790. $18-$28. A longtime favorite 
that’s held its own. American ingredi- 
ents with flair in a romantic, festive en- 
vironment. Try the polenta with wild 
mushrooms, grilled shrimp with mango- 
jalapeno sorbet, and venison with ju- 
niper, black pepper, and cranberries. 
Great comfort food, elegantly prepared. 
LA BETTOLA, 480 Columbus Ave., 
Boston, 236-5252. $21-$35. Opened by 
the team behind the successful Galleria 
Italiana, this bistro has garnered fork- 
fuls of attention for its freewheeling 
continental menu with light Asian inflec- 
tions. It's flavorful and fun, but the food 
sometimes loses focus. The prix fixe 
dinner ($38.50) lets you roam the menu 
freely. BR Sun. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
LAUREL, 142 Berkeley St., Boston, 
(617) 424-6711. $15-$27. Physically 
and culinarily, this is halfway between 
the innovative South End bistros and 
luxurious verities of the Ritz/Aujourd- 
hui/Biba axis. Laurel is a handsome 
room pushing the $20-per-entrée price 
line with some fun dishes like smoked 
Chilean sea bass and a fresh-fruit mar- 
tini glass dessert, and some solid clas- 
sics like grilled duck breast, Argentine 
sirloin steak, and cookies (with milk!) 
for dessert. 

LE GAMIN, 550 Tremont St., Boston, 
654-8969. $6-$9. A cute little créperie 
decorated with French roadsigns and 
photographs of Paris. The sandwiches 
and crépes are cheap, consistent, and 
all accompanied by a pile of mesclun 
with a fine vinaigrette. Try the leek-and- 
goat-cheese crépe, smoked-salmon sal- 
ad, and plain lemon-sugar crépe for 
dessert. Top it off with hot rum punch. 
METROPOLIS CAFE, 584 Tremont St., 
Boston, 247-2931. $12-$18. Wow. In a 
space that was once an ice-cream par- 
lor, a jewel of a bistro serves consis- 
tently on-target dishes that take their in- 
spiration from both the French and Ital- 
ian traditions. When this place is three 
times as big and twice as expensive, 
you can say you ate here when. Try the 
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elegant salmon pavé, the astonishingly 
rich risotto specials, and any of the 
desserts. BR Sat. and Sun., 9 a.m. to 3 


p.m 
MING’S CAFE, 160 East Berkeley St., 
Boston, 338-8830. $6-$9. One of the 
cheapest Cantonese restaurants in out- 
er Chinatown, and paradoxically one of 
the best. And it has its own parking 
Closes in mid-evening though, so come 
early 

ON THE PARK, 1 Union Park, Boston, 
426-0862. $9-$13. A cut-rate (like half- 
sies) version of the stylish restaurants a 
few blocks away. You can eat pretty 
well with careful attention to the black- 
board specials and quasi-French coun 
try dishes like confit of duck leg, terrine 
of vegetables, and vegetarian cas- 
soulet. BR Sat., 9 a.m. to 3 p.m., and 
Sun., 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m 

SOUTH END GRILL, 439 Tremont 
Street, Boston, (617) 338-8884. $8-$15 
Live in the South End? Feeling hungry? 
Very hungry? The prices aren't bad 
here and the quantities are generous 
the menu sounds kinda gourmet but is 
pretty much meat-and-veg for the ‘90s 
We liked the huge plate of fresh potato 
chips, the huge grilled pork loin, the 
huge banana-coconut cream pie. As for 
vibe: well, at ground zero of gay 
Boston, this is a more middle-of-the- 
road scene than you might expect 
TREMONT 647, 647 Tremont St 
Boston, 266-4600. $14-$19. A well 
dressed crowd enjoys beautifully grilled 
food, clever but not overbearing, in this 
long and cozy bistro. A duck confit sits 
atop a sauce of red wine and white 
raisins; tater tots are infused with truffle 
oil; the steamed Chilean sea bass 
comes wrapped in a huge banana leaf 
The chef earned his stripes at Cam 
bridge's East Coast Grill, but the feel is 
pure South End. BR “Pajama brunch” 
Sun., 10:30 a.m.-3 p.m 

TRUC, 560 Tremont St., Boston, 338- 
8070. $21-$24. A little pricey, but dead- 
on flavorful versions of French bistro 
classics like pork rillettes and trout me- 
uniére. A stylish, long South End room 
with a food-friendly (and very French) 
wine list 


THEATER DISTRICT 
BREW MOON RESTAURANT AND MI- 
CROBREWERY, 115 Stuart St. (Trans- 
portation Bldg.), Boston, 523-6467. $6- 
$13. A brewpub, but initially the food 
was so much better and more interest- 
ing than at other brewpubs that we are 
going to call it a bistro. Pretty good 
wine list, too, and small plates to go 
with either beverage. Serious desserts 
Of the ales, the darkest and strongest 
are the best. BR Sun., 11 a.m. to3 p.m 
LEGAL C BAR, 27 Columbus Ave. 
(Park Square), Boston, 426-5566. $11- 
$20. Legal Sea Foods’ puritanical devo- 
tion to quality is applied here to a re- 
laxed Caribbean menu. The results are 
a little stiff but awfully good, even when 
it's just tropical side dishes done right, 
alongside standard Legal wood-grilled 
scallops or fried calamari. And when it 
gets to acra (codfish cakes) or Bermuda 
fish chowder, or rum drinks, or the pas- 
try turnovers — well, you go outside 
and you're surprised not to see palm 
trees. 

LEGAL SEA FOODS, 35 Columbus 
Ave. (Park Plaza), Boston, 426-4444. 
$12-$23. Locally famous and deserved- 
ly so. Restaurants in the Legal chain 
(other locations are at 5 Cambridge 
Center, in Kendall Square; at 800 Boyl- 
ston St., in the Prudential mall; at the 
Chestnut Hill Mail, in Chestnut Hill; and 
at 100 Huntington Ave., in Copley 
Place) are large, loud, good for crowds, 
and perfect for impressing seafood-lov- 
ing visitors from out of town 
MERCURY BAR, 116 Boyiston St., 
Boston, 482-7799. $16-$19. A long bar, 
an open room, a standing, young, well- 
dressed crowd that looks like a crowd 
amid the dark Victorian wood and post- 
modern gilding. Small plates with pow- 
erful, world-beat flavors. 


Cambridge 


CENTRAL SQUARE 
THE FISHERY, 718-730 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge, 868-8800. $9-$15. Clean, 
competent fish house trying to bridge 
the family and fancy markets. Solid 
menu of broiled or fried choices. More 
fashionable dishes are dicier, but try the 
crabcakes, calamari tossed with roast- 
ed garlic, mussels with lemongrass, and 
the hazelnut cappuccino torte. 

GREEN STREET GRILL, 280 Green 
St., Cambridge, 876-1655. $15-$22. 
(Mondays $9.95 for limited menu with 
live music starting after 10 p.m.) Hot 
Caribbean tastes in a gritty Soho-style 
bar. Not for the faint of heart or timid of 
palate. 
LA GROCERIA, 853 Main St. (off Mass 
Ave, between Kendall and Central), 
Cambridge, 497-4214. $9-$18. A local 
favorite serving classic Italian fare in a 
large, upbeat setting. 
INDIAN GLOBE, 474 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge, 868-1866. $7-$10. Cheap even 
by Indian-restaurant standards, with 
good tandoori, a number of vegetarian 
curries, a variety of breads, fine fried 
appetizers, excellent chutneys and 
pickles 
KOREANA, 154-158 Prospect St., 
Cambridge, 576-8661. $8-$20 (lunch, 
$7-$9). Savory Korean barbecues, 
spicy Korean stir-fries, and top-flight 
sushi make this the most impressive 
Japanese-Korean restaurant yet. Warm 
and informal. Have kabli or a sushi as- 
Continued on page 12 
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GREAT SELECTION 
Wine, Scotch, Rum, Tequilla 


Microbrewed Beers 


KNOWLEDGABLE STAFF 


Let our experts help pair wines 


INE & SPIRITS 
with food for intimate dinners 
or large gatherings. 
COMPETITIVE PRICES 
FREE DELIVERY 
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE 
Stop by and view our 
holiday gift selections 
and champagnes. 
OPEN ON SUNDAYS 
12 NOON - 8PM 


*£ . 


iin AB a 


330 Newbury Street 
BAUER WINE & SPIRITS 


Boston, MA ¢ 617-262-0363 





138 BRIGHTON AVE. 782-2020 
OPEN UNTIL 1AM 


www.bostonphoenix.com 
online. everywhere. 


A’ Volm wr-1e)6] (0) 0 |-mre) ale) el-mlame)alom (eler-lile) a 


Cool used stuff from the 
19th Century thru today 


10 Arrow Street, Harvard Square 
(between Mass. Ave and 
Bow Street) 497-0390 
Mention this. ad 


for 10% 


PN aliveleletoy 
Gifts, Jewelry 
Oiglitswe~\aem-lale 
(@fo) aise falaal=1aia Crle)ialiare| 
and much, much more. 


The last funky shop in 
Harvard Square 


Le Bon Marche 


Mon-Th 11-6, Fri/Sat 11-7, Sun 10-5 
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Continued from page 11 


sortment, and save some of the mari- 
nated raw skate wing for me 

MARY CHUNG RESTAURANT, 464 
Mass Ave, Cambridge, 864-1991. $4- 
$10 (lunch, $4-$5). A revival of the last 
really good '70s-'80s Mandarin- 
Szechuan restaurant of Central Square, 
complete with the same superior Peking 
raviolis, suan le chow show, chicken 
velvet, and dun dun noodles, and the 
same techno-nerd customers crowding 
in to get them. BR Chinese pastries 
served on Sat. and Sun., 11:30 a.m. to 
3 p.m 

MIDDLE EAST CAFE, 472 and 480 
Mass Ave, Cambridge, 354-8238. $8- 
$16. One of the more explicitly Arabic 
restaurants in the area, with a distinctly 
Lebanese menu. Strong on the kibbees; 
excellent beer selection. BR Sat. and 
Sun., 10 a.m. to 4 p.m 

PU PU HOT POT, 907 Main St., Cam- 
bridge, 491-6636. $4-$12. Despite the 
name and modest size, a very fine 
Mandarin-Szechuan restaurant with a 
Taiwanese emphasis on deep frying 
and good lists of vegetarian specialties 
and Shanghai cold appetizers. Don't 
miss the big noodle soups, vegetable 
tempura, orange-flavor chicken, 
strange-flavor shrimp, or the “Pu Pu 
scallion doughnuts,” which take scallion 
pancakes to a whole new dimension 


EAST CAMBRIDGE 
ATASCA, 279A Broadway, Cambridge, 
354-4355. $11-$21. A warm, friendly 
restaurant with big butcher-block tables 
which makes a great case for the un- 
derappreciated food of Portugal. Order 
a couple bottles of vinho verde and en- 
joy the chopped-octopus salad, char- 
coal-grilled game hen, and améijoas na 
cataplana — clams in a traditional cop- 
per steamer 
THE HELMAND, 143 First St., Cam- 
bridge, 492-4646. $10-$17. Greater 
Boston's first Afghan restaurant, and 
also one of the finest South Asian 
restaurants we have had. Serves dish- 
es with a seamless style in a beautiful 
setting with fine service. Vegetarians 
and meat-eaters will both be giddy with 
delight 
MARRAKESH, 561 Cambridge St., 
East Cambridge, 497-1614. $11-$15 
(lunch, $7-$9). “The only authentic Mo- 
roccan restaurant in Massachusetts,” 
and how would we know otherwise? 
Certainly delicious, but be sure to com- 
bine the bland couscous dishes with the 
brilliantly sauced lamb mashmash, Mo- 
roccan chicken, “tfaya cous cous,” or 
Souiri fish tagine. Also neat salads, the 
savory-sweet chicken bastilla, hearty 
soups, and sweet mint tea 
SALAMANDER, First and Athenaeum 
Sts. (Carter Ink Bidg.), Cambridge, 225- 
2121. $20-$38 (lunch, $4-$5). “Nouvelle 
barbecue bistro” is the best summary of 
this upscale café-restaurant featuring 
many kinds of fire and spice. Warm sal- 
ads and desserts excel. Lunch a food- 
court-like gourmet bargain. Informal 
dress-up and postmodern posh. A 
searching, angular mind in a peasant's 
hungry body 


HARVARD SQUARE 
BREW MOON RESTAURANT AND MI- 
CROBREWERY, 50 Church St., Cam- 
bridge, 499-BREW. $6-$16. Third 
branch of popular downtown restau- 
ranU/bar. (See listing under Theater Dis- 
trict.) BR Sun., 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., with 
live jazz at noon 
CAFE CELADOR, 5 Craigie Circ., 
Cambridge, 661-4073. $18-$23. A cozy, 
exquisitely pretty neighborhood restau- 
rant serving Mediterranean-inspired 
food 
CAFE OF INDIA, 52a Brattle St., Cam- 
bridge, 661-0683. $10-$18. A conven- 
tional Indian restaurant menu reaches 
Harvard Square, bearing some notable 
vegetarian dishes: especially a stunning 
okra specialty, bhindi masala kadahi 
Fine fried appetizers and stuffed 
breads. Desserts for hardcore escapists 
only 
CAMBRIDGE COMMON, 1667 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge, 547-1228. $4-$13. A 
bar-restaurant right at the gates of Har- 
vard Law School, but with diner-style 
Mom food and no attitude. Microbrews 
on tap, the best sweet-potato fries 
around, and all the mac-and-cheese 
meat loaf, and garlic mashed potatoes 
you can handie. Plus a soup of the day 
a grilled fish of the day, a fruit crisp of 
the day, and — yes! — a bread pudding 
of the day. BR All-you-can-eat buffet on 
Sun., 10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m 
CASABLANCA, 40 Brattle St., Cam- 
bridge, 876-0999. $16-$21. New chef 
Ana Sortun has brought the most 
Mediterranean and least studenty food 
yet to this much-upscaled post-Brattle 
Theatre hangout. Bogart and Bergman 
wanna-bes can find the smoking sec- 
tion and practice their accents while 
grazing on excellent North African 
breads and spreads, fine entrées of 
roasted cod and grilled lamb, and seri- 
ous desserts. Great murals of the film 
BR Sat. and Sun., 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m 
CHEZ HENRI, One Shepard St., Cam- 
bridge, 354-8980. $16-$20. A classic 
French bistro with a Cuban flair: loud, 
casual, warm, and nourishing. Try the 
steamed mussels in creamy saffron 
broth, blanquette de veau on egg noo- 
dies, steak frite with sofrito and fries, 
trout 4 la meuniere, lemon hazelnut 
tartlette. Cuban bar food is available 


KEY 
CF=Cigar Friendly BR=Brunch 


until midnight, Fridays through Satur- 
days. BR Sun., 11 a.m. to2 p.m 
GRAFTON STREET, 1280 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge, 497-0400. $9-$18. This 
place is pure New Harvard Square 
pretty, woody, slightly tony, slightly 
Irish. The dishes sound Irish but are 
mostly profuse takes on New American 
ideas. Your best bet is to enjoy the sim 
pler stuff (salads, fish and chips), the 
excellent beer selection, and the warm 
buzz around the bar 

GRENDEL’S RESTAURANT & BAR, 
89 Winthrop St., Cambridge, 491-1160, 
491-1050. $5-$12. Some terrific food 
from this age-old Harvard Square insti- 
tution, including a wonderful “vegetarian 
gardenburger’ and a 60-item salad bar 
The '70s look and feel is alive and well 
here. So are some terrific desserts. BR 
Sun., 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 


THE HARVEST, 44 Brattle Street/11 
Mifflin Place, Cambridge, 868-2255 
$19-$25. Meet the new Harvest, quite 
different than the old. The new one stil! 
focuses on New England foodstuffs, but 
the cheffery is professional and poised, 
the flavors intriguingly sour, and the 
desserts make memories. Menu 
changes weekly, but see if they stil! 
have monkfish marsala and bread pud 
ding 

HENRIETTA’S TABLE, 1 Bennett St 
Charles Hotel, Cambridge, 661-5005 
$10-$16. Freshness is the theme here 
with a farmstand built right into the 
decor. Chefs visible in an open kitchen 
prepare down-home, cozy country fare, 
as well as simple but inspired continen- 
tal cuisine and fresh-baked desserts 
Stop by for the generous Sunday 
brunch. BR Sun., noon to 3 p.m 

JOHN HARVARD'S BREW HOUSE, 33 
Dunster St., Cambridge, 868-3585. $8- 
$16. Try all the ales (brewed right here) 
on the Bard's Sampler, then split a ro- 
mantic pint of the winner, likely the 
toasty Irish Export Stout. Food is actu- 
ally very good, from the homemade 
chowders to the apple-smoked chicken, 
smoked scallops on pasta, side dishes 
of corn pudding and potato pie, and an 
outstanding maple pecan pie. BR Sun., 
11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

NARITA, 18 Eliot St., Cambridge, 868- 
2226. $5-$23. Sushi, noodles, tempura, 
and other Japanese specialties. 
RIALTO, 1 Bennett St. (Charles Hotel) 
Cambridge, 661-5050. $19-$31. De- 
spite the Mediterranean name and for- 
mat, it is the traditional French food that 
impresses, especially the manchego 
flan, roasted pork loin, and desserts like 
tresh figs on puff pastry with Cham- 
pagne sabayon. Hotel guests give the 
room an upscale and older crowd, but a 
less formal tone than you might expect 
lets everyone enjoy 

SANDRINE’S BISTRO, 8 Holyoke St., 
Cambridge, 497-5300. $15-$27. Pretty 
serious and beautifully composed food, 
especially for something called a bistro, 
but the dedication to the food of Alsace 
ensures that soups and entrées wil! 
have hearty, bistro-like flavors. And 
then there's the signature pizza-like 
flammekueche, loaded with onions and 
smoked bacon. Fabulously composed 
desserts 

TANJORE, 18 Eliot St. (Harvard 
Square), Cambridge, 868-1900. $5-$13 
At last, an Indian restaurant that breaks 
out of the traditional Punjabi menu and 
promotes novel regional dishes, espe- 
cially the sweet-hot cooking of Western 
India, such as the “dokla & patra” appe- 
tizer, bhel, and shrimp no paatio. But 
don't miss the Bengali version of 
cauliflower and potatoes, nor the South 
Indian dosa dishes. Outstanding rice 
and breads, too 


INMAN SQUARE 
AKBAR INDIA RESTAURANT, 
1248-50 Cambridge St., Cambridge, 
497-6548. $7-$15 (lunch, $5-$7). The 
usual Indian menu, plus some valuably 
different South Indian small plates, 
such as masala dosai. Try the pastry- 
wrapped samosas, the oddly spiced 
aloo bada and dahi vada, the mint-co- 
riander chutney, garlic nan, and any of 
the tandoori dishes 
EAST COAST GRILL, 1271 Cambridge 
St., Cambridge, 491-6568. $13-$30 
Enlarged and leaning now toward pre- 
mium fresh seafood, but still the great- 
est place with the least pretense for 
barbecue, grilled meat, soulful side 
dishes, and super-spicy hot dishes, 
clearly labeled. BR Latin brunch on 
Sun., 11 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
MAGNOLIAS, 1193 Cambridge St., 
Cambridge, 576-1971. $10-$20. The 
Cajun food is still the best. Try out- 
standing Cajun popcorn shrimp, panéed 
veal with tasso, and blackened prime 
rib. Wider Southern menu takes in fried 
green tomatoes, super Key lime pie. 
Bluefish paté and informal tone are 
strictly from Cambridge 
MIDWEST GRILL, 1124 Cambridge St 
Cambridge, 354-7536. $14-$17. The 
Brazilian contribution to barbecue is 


churrasco rodizio, which translates to a 
lot of meat for $16.95. Roasting spits 
are brought to your table: pork, beef, 
chicken, lamb, and more, in endless ro- 
tation. Other Brazilian specials are 
good, too, and the vibe is unfailingly 
friendly 

S&S DELI, 1334 Cambridge St., Cam- 
bridge, 354-0620. $6-$13. You can get 
a bit of everything here — traditional 
deli food to innovative entrées to 
desserts. Great burgers and omelets; 
popular for weekend brunch. BR Sat 
and Sun., 8 a.m. to 4 p.m 


KENDALL SQUARE/MIT 
THE BLUE ROOM, One Kendall Sq., 
Cambridge, 494-9034. $17-$22. A qui- 
etly great Cambridge restaurant, espe- 
cially for desserts. New owner Steve 
Johnson respects the space’s eclectic 





heritage of seafood, big flavors, and live 
fire, but adds a French bistro subtheme 
in post-peasant dishes like the “duck 
duo.” Excellent service of wines by the 
glass and uniquely correct tea service 
BR Sun., 11.a.m.to2:30p.m. __ 
DADDY O'S BOHEMIAN CAFE, 134 
Hampshire St., Cambridge, 354-8371 
$9-$16. Beatnik decor but a contempo- 
rary menu of hardwood-grilled things 
and comfort food like macaroni and 
cheese, updated with a little smoked 
cheese. Good latkes, mussel fritters, 
fish fry, black-bean soup; and cheap, 
tasty desserts. Cheap list of wines and 
ciders, too. Wear your beret. BR Sun., 
11 a.m. to2p.m 

MIRACLE OF SCIENCE, 321 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge, 868-2866. $3-$9. A 
loud bar full of alternative rock and two- 
tone music, not too many MIT jokes 
But great grilled skewers, each with tor- 
tillas and its own lively, creative condi- 
ment on the side. Also fabulous burgers 
with real roast potatoes. Young, cool- 
looking crowd. 

RHYTHM & SPICE, 315 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge, 497-0977. $9-$14. A lively, 
hip tribute to the English-speaking 
Caribbean with a reggae/soca be a 
beachy tone, warm staff, and exceent 
food. Try the gundy, festivals, escov- 
itched fish, the coffee, and staying late 
for the dancing. 

ROYAL EAST, 782-792 Main St., Cam- 


The pizza ($4.25 


for a small plain, $7.25 


for a large plain) has 
tangy sauce and a fine, 
salty crust that some- 
| how stays crisp even 
under mushrooms and 
onions. Chicken and 
veal grinders ($4.25) 


contain thick cutlets 





that don’t taste over- 


fried, and the classic sausage sub ($4.75) is kicked up by the substitution of lin- 


guiga, the garlicky red sausage native to Portugal, which is thinly sliced and served 


Emilio’s 


bridge, (617) 661-1660. $4-$17. A 
roomy and remarkably inexpensive pair 
of dining rooms, with a lot of Asian fam- 
ily business. Order what you see on 
their tables, such as Cantonese-style 
seasonal vegetables and seafood, but 
don't miss the stuffed eggplant appetiz- 
er, or anything green on the white- 
boards 

SALTS, 798 Main St., Cambridge, 876- 
8444. $15-$22. This tiny space has 
been home to a series of inventive 
bistros over the years, and the current 
occupant is charming and consistent 
The food is New American with an 
Eastern European influence; when we 
visited in the fall, that meant excellent 
Ukranian dumplings with a lovely roast- 
ed lamb loin. 

THAI'S, 1 Kendall Sq. (Building 300), 
Cambridge, 577-8668. $11-$17. Lovely, 
elegant, uncrowded place with tuxe- 
doed servers — and you can still get 
delectable Thai (and some Vietnamese) 
food. Great fried appetizers and unusu- 
al grilled flavor in the Vietnamese 
shrimp-asparagus roll and grilled meats 
with lemongrass. Also, credibly hot jum- 
bo shrimp chee and a generous pad 
Thai 


NORTH CAMBRIDGE 
FRANK'S STEAK HOUSE, 2310 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge, 661-0666. $6-$14. 
The oldest steak house in Mas- 
sachusetts, as far as anyone knows, is 
in the midst of a transformation from a 
blond-wood '70s eatery back to the dark 
red-meat emporium it was when Tip 
O'Neill hung out here. You can certainly 
order chicken, but be warned: the motto 
is “Home of the Boneless Sirloin Siz- 
zling Platter.” BR Sun., 10:30 a.m. to.2 
p.m 


PORTER SQUARE 
CHANGSHO, 1712 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge, (617) 547-6565. $7-$15. An ele- 
gant survivor from the great days of 
Cambridge Szechuan restaurants, es- 
pecially if you stick with Cantonese- 
style seafood and vegetables, such 
salt-and-pepper calamari, steamed 
Chilean sea bass with ginger and scal- 
lion, and whatever the whiteboard spe- 
Cials indicate 
CHRISTOPHER'S, 1920 Mass Ave, 
Cambridge, 876-9180. $6-$15. Serves 
Southwestern and Tex-Mex food, as 
well as sandwiches, burgers, and sal- 
ads. A popular neighborhood hangout 
and a pleasant place to linger over a 
beer or coffee and dessert. BR Sun., 
10:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

FOREST CAFE, 1682 Mass Ave, Cam- 
bridge, 661-1634. $10-$14. Mexican- 
food fans tired of jack-cheese enchi- 
ladas and grilled-chicken nacho plates 
owe it to themselves to check out this 
dive bar-cum-Mexican joint. (Th 

restaurant half used to be called Mexi- 
can Cuisine.) This is real regional cook- 
ing, not cheap but great for a change of 
pace. Good bets are the ejotes — truly 


A low-key pizzeria on a high-toned street 


Visitors to the South End’s “restaurant row” might be surprised to find what looks 
like a typical neighborhood pizzeria among Tremont Street’s trendy cafés and 
bistros. Frequented by both neighborhood types and visitors to the Boston Center 
for the Arts (across the street), Emilio’s has become a local favorite for its remark- 


ably solid versions of standard pizzeria takeout food. 


pee 


on an Italian roll with red sauce. 


Though the staff can seem harried behind the counter, finding a table is down- 
right easy — and the long, narrow floor plan means nearly everyone gets a window 
seat. Though the view is mostly of the soon-to-be-developed BCA parking lot, it can 


still be fun on a busy Saturday to relax with your perfectly respectable $2 cappucci- 


no and watch the world go by. 


Emilio’s, located at 536 Tremont Street, in Boston, is open daily from 


11 a.m. to 1 a.m. Call (617) 423-4083. 


remarkable green beans — as well as 
the enchiladas Trotsky and any fish 
dish made with the pumpkin-seed-and- 
peanut mole. 

FRASER'S ON THE AVENUE, 1680 
Mass Ave, Cambridge, 441-5566. $7- 
$14. Is it a bar or is it a restaurant? Ei- 
ther. Both. The walls are full of goofy lo- 
cal art in this affordable yuppie hangout 
(that's Cambridge yuppie, natch) be- 
tween Harvard and Porter Squares 
Some outstanding light dishes: cod- 
and-garlic pate, salmon pizza, mush- 
room risotto. Keep an eye out for inter- 
esting pasta specials. BR Sat. and 
Sun., 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
PORTERHOUSE CAFE, 2046 Mass 
Ave, Cambridge, 354-9793. $7-$13 
Texas heaven. Food is heavily smoked, 
Texas style, so start with the pulled 
chicken and various beef components. 
Hot barbecue sauces. Great fries. 
Meatphobes can eat the grilled fish 


Brookline 


BANGKOK BASIL, 1374 Beacon St. 
(Coolidge Corner), Brookline, 739-1236. 
$8-$13. A pleasant Thai restaurant with 
some unusual Indonesian dishes as 
well, catering to immigrants and foreign 
students, as well as eager Brookline An- 
glos. Don't miss Ayam Goreng and Mah- 
tahba for appetizers, chili salmon for a 
main dish, or nasi goreng if you are by 
yourself and want to try a couple of the 
Indonesian treats on one platter. 

CAFE ST. PETERSBURG, 236 Wash- 
ington St. (Brookline Village), 277-7100. 
$9-$14 (lunch, $4-$8). At last a serious, 
elegant Russian restaurant, featuring 
cool, neoclassical renditions of flavorful 
Russian dishes. Nothing sloppy about 
the borscht here, nor the blini, the 
pozharski cutlet, or chicken tabaka. A lot 
of neat vegetarian surprises, like beet 
pancakes, vegetarian stuffed cabbage 
with raisins, and a great venigret beet- 
potato salad. Waiters wear tuxedos even 
at lunch 

FIVE SEASONS, 1634 Beacon Street, 
Brookline, 731-2500. $9-$14 A storefront 
macrobiotic restuarant from Jamaica 
Plain hits the big time in Brookline. Ig- 
nore the contradictions and enjoy the ex- 
cellent chowders, sea-vegetable salads, 
basic grains, stir-fries, and — if your diet 
allows — superb seafood entrees. Just 
watch out for anything that usually em- 
ployes dairy products, sugar, or eggs, 
such as most of the desserts. 

GINZA, 1002 Beacon St. (Audubon Cir- 
cle), Brookline, 566-9688. $10-$24. Ar- 
guably the best sushi bar in Boston, cer- 
tainly one of the most avant-garde, yet 
well-grounded in tradition, as evidenced 
by the more than 20 brands of sake, the 
wide range of coo .ppetizers, and 
the solid tempura and teriyaki. Some- 
what random service won't bother those 
who come in expecting to share tastes. 
INDIAN CAFE, 1665 Beacon St. (Wash- 
ington Sq.), Brookline, 277-1752. $6- 
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$13. Lunch and weekend buffet cheaper. 
Not wildly innovative Indian restaurant, 
but a good hand with the spices, both 
generous and varied from dish to dish. 
Good soups and fried appetizers, really 
tasty vindaloo, and channa masala that 
makes those chickpeas sing. Modern 
and trim little dining room 

KOKOPELLI CHILI CO., 1648 Beacon 
St. (Washington Square), Brookline, 
277-2800. $7-$13 Ignore the name and 
the seven kinds of chile and go through 
the New Mexico-style dishes with one or 
more of their superb margaritas. Don't 
miss the sopaipillas, grilled vegetables, 
and a side of sweet-potato fries. A fun, 
bar kind of atmosphere that some kids 
will also enjoy, but not hokey. Probably 
should be hokier, in fact. 

MATT MURPHY'S, 14 Harvard St. 
(Brookline Village), 232-0188. $6-$12 
Real Irish pub with good food. Actually 
rather Irish good food at that. Very 
bizarre, but everyone else is too busy 
enjoying to make much of the situation 
Insanely large portions, too. Don't miss 
anything with the french fries and home- 
made ketchup, the various savory pies, 
soups, salads — really, anything. BR 
Sun., 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

PANDAN LEAF, 250 Harvard St. 
(Coolidge Corner), Brookline, 566-9393. 
$6-$15 (lunch, $6-8). Boston's third and 
maybe best-yet Malaysian restaurant 
Certainly the best-looking, with a modern 
bistro style. A few highlights of this novel 
cuisine are the pandan-leaf lobak as an 
appetizer, the gado-gado salad, the 
Malaysian yee sang, fine-flavored barbe- 
cued stingray, spicy Indonesian chicken, 
and a soupy bubur cha cha for dessert. 
Explanatory menu and many “safe” dish- 
es make this an easy place to jump in, or 
bring a group. 

PROVIDENCE, 1223 Beacon St 
(Coolidge Corner), Brookline, 232-0300 
$13-$22. An elegant postmodern dining 
room with intellectual substance. Chef 
Paul O'Connell has nouvelle-American 
training and Northern Italian expenence, 
but hearty, northern-European flavors 
keep sneaking in. BR Sun., 11 a.m. to 2 
p.m 

RUBIN’S KOSHER RESTAURANT, 500 
Harvard St. (Coolidge Corner), Brook- 
line, 566-8761. $4-$8. The only Boston 
kosher restaurant that vies with the bet- 
ter Manhattan delis in the all-important 
pastrami category. Warm, non-exclu- 
sionary atmosphere. The only problem 
is, 30 days later you're hungry again. 
TABERNA DE HARO, 999 Beacon St., 
Brookline, (617) 277-8272. $10-$15 
(tapas cost less). The most modern 
Spanish tapas place in the city may also 
be the most authentic: there really are 
no dinners per se, and the food is tuned 
salty and small to complement the dry 
sherries of Spain. A great evening if you 
like this kind of eating, and better if you 
connect early and often with the grilled 
asparagus, white anchovies, pollo en 
pepitoria, shrimp in garlic oil, or the 
cheese platter. 

YOKOHAMA, 238 Washington St., 
Brookline Village, 734-6465. $9-$15 
(lunch, $7-$9). Small jewel box of a 
Japanese restaurant, with some good 
Korean dishes as well. Wide selection of 
appetizers and sushi, generous entrees 
of tempura, noodle soups, and teriyaki. 
Don't miss the “stone pot bibim-bap” or 
the combo tempura. 

ZAFTIGS, 335 Harvard St. (Coolidge 
Corner), Brookline, 975-0075. $6-$15 
Despite the name, a very un-nostalgic, 
postmodern kind of delicatessen with 
generally excellent food and very rea- 
sonable desserts. Un-nostalgic means 
low-fat pastrami, chicken soup, and 
such, but also glorious corned beef, 
whitefish salad not to have to die for, 
and excellent daily sorbets 


Newton 


APPETITO, 761 Beacon St. (Newton 
Centre), Newton, 244-9881. $10-$19 
Wildly popular, no-reservation cafe-bar 
with good Italian food and an interesting 
undertone of what used to be called 
“Continental.” People dress informally, 
but eat nicely arranged salads and an- 
tipasti, al dente pasta, grilled specialties 
with real whipped potatoes, tortes, and 
tarts. BR (Labor Day through Memorial 
Day) Sat., 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., and 
Sun., 11 a.m. to 4 p.m 

CHUNG SHIN YUAN, 183 California St. 
Newton, 964-0111. $2-$7 (brunch) 
Weekdays, this is a run-of-the-mill Man- 
darin/Szechuan restaurant. But the Tai- 
wanese brunch here on Saturdays and 
Sundays is Newton's best-kept secret 
Line up by 11:15 for the 11:30 opening 
and enjoy jellyfish salad (better than it 
sounds), steamed pork dumplings, and 
fried bread dipped in a bow! of sweet soy 
milk. BR Opens at 11:30 a.m. Sat. and 
Sun 

JOHNNY'S LUNCHEONETTE, 30 Lang- 
ley Rd. (Newton Centre), Newton, 527- 
3223. $5-$12. Too many concepts — 
‘50s diner, postmodern revival, Jewish 
deli, kid-friendly — but the good food 
makes a certain sense of it. | especially 
recommend the Jewish-identified stuff 
like matzoh-ball soup. Reuben sand- 
wiches, stuffed cabbage, and kosher- 
style hot dogs. Only trendoid thing is the 
wall art; otherwise good attitude, tasteful 
even. 

MOON WOMAN CAFE, 108 Oak St. 
(Newton Upper Falls), Newton, 630- 
9569. $12-$16. A little place with a big 
menu, Mediterranean (and some 
Parisian) dishes with flavor, texture, and 
real heart. Don't miss the potato-leek 
soup, seafood crostini with brandade, 
eggplant ravioli with sage-smoked mush- 
rooms, or the seasonal pies. Hard to 
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Those poor Belgians. Not 
only is their country affec- 
tionately referred to as “the 
speed bump of Europe,” but 
their mastery of food and 
drink is sorely overlooked. 
Yet few beers rival heavenly 
Belgian lambics, and few 
candies can rival Belgian 


chocolates. The Swiss can 


| \) | Nirvana Belgian chocolates 


| re A ro 
| (BESSY No respect 











keep their Lindt. Now, thanks to the miracle of e-commerce, you can order a custom- 


selected box of Belgian chocolates via the Web. Nirvana handcrafted chocolates, on- 


line at www.nirvanachocolates.com, are made with fresh cream and the finest cocoa 


beans, using a centuries-old recipe that produces creamy, satisfyingly sinful treats. 


Choose from pralines, truffles, ganaches, caramels, buttercreams, and marzipan, to 


name a few. All orders are delivered to your door in an elegant yellow-and-blue box. 


Prices range from $16 for a half-pound to $30 for a pound. 


— Theresa Regli 








find, but a find. 

NORUMBEGA PARK RESTAURANT, 
287 Auburn St., Newton, 558-7654. $10- 
$18. A very useful suburban roadhouse 
that reaches beyond reliability with truly 
impressive salads, broiled vegetables, a 
real-wood grill, and a fallen chocolate 
cake. An open stairwell links rooms of 
an old house into a large dining space, 
so you can dress to be seen and heard. 

SABRA, 45 Union St. (Newton Centre), 
Newton, 964-9275. $5-$12. A typical Is- 
raeli/Middie East restaurant with an out- 
standing luncheon buffet ($6.50). Invest 
heavily in the rice-and-lentil dardara, 
eggplant moussaka, tomato-laced wheat 
pilaf, tabouleh, spicy hummus, and 
such. On the meat side of the menu, a 
cute trick of spicing the shwarma like 
pastrami, with coriander seed and mus- 
tard. 

SEMAR, 80 Langley Road, Newton 
Center, (617) 332-8108. $7-$12. A little 
Indonesian place with some great smells 
and some exotic dishes. Fried things are 
easy to like here, as are the four varia- 
tions on nasi goreng, the Indonesian 
fried rice. Excellent spicy calamari, and 
don't miss the clear vegetable soups 
Iced-syrup desserts in parfait glasses 
with candied morsels rather suit this cui- 
sine. 

SOL AZTECA, 75 Union St. (Newton 
Centre), Newton, 964-0920. $10-$15. 
The area’s best Mexican restaurant, ad- 
mittedly not a very competitive honor, 
opens a beautifully decorated branch in 
Newton Centre. No dilution in such clas- 
sics as the grilled shrimp in cilantro 
sauce, puero en adobo, and evident im- 
provement in standard Mexican items 
like chicken enchiladas. Mexican coffee 
with cloves and a homemade cheese- 
cake. 


Somerville 


CHEF LEE’S GOURMET CHINESE, 
296-298 Beacon St., Somerville, 876- 
7666. $5-$13 (lunch, $4-$5). Chef John 
Lee, formerly of Café China, brings back 
the high-powered, distinctively flavored 
Szechuan food of yore. Hot and authen- 
tic yu hsiang dishes, kangsho shrimp, 
and Ta Chien chicken. Even the rice has 
extra aroma. For a fried appetizer, try 
the shrimp-stuffed eggplants. 

DALI, 415 Washington St., Somerville, 
661-3254. $17-$22 (entrées); $3.50- 
$7.50 (tapas). A rare outpost for Span- 
ish-from-Spain cooking. Tapas capture 
the tone and savor of the original, from 
slices of potato omelet and fresh an- 
chovwy fillets to garlicky potato salad and 


McCarthy, late of the Bostonian Hotel, 
boldly opens Somerville’s most expen- 
sive restaurant and the foodie stampede 
begins. When he’s on, he’s on: butter- 
milk-fried oysters, sweet marinated 
quail, and wood-grilled bass all show 
spark and substance. But the fast-and- 
loose approach to ethnic idioms means 
the food isn't always as consistent as 
the sculptural presentation would have 
you believe 

JOHNNY D'S UPTOWN 
RESTAURANT, 17 Holland St. (Davis 
Square), Somerville, 776-2004. $8-$16 
Where else can you eat inventive, 
healthy food while sipping draft micro- 
brews and listening to Luther “Guitar Jr.” 
Johnson? Try the conch fritters with 
sweet-potato fries, maverick grits, vege- 
tarian dishes, anything Southern. BR 
Sat. and Sun., 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
JOSHUA TREE, 256 Elm Street (Davis 
Square), Somerville; 623-9910. $6-$13 
It's in Davis Square, but it’s designed 
like a downtown trendster bar, with in- 
dustrial steel trim and waiters in black T- 
shirts. The menu is mostly by-the-num- 
bers bar food and Mexican stuff, but it 
does have its moments: terrific pinto 
beans; a “mojo roast pork loin” that got 
our mojo going. Thirty-two beers on tap. 
PALENQUE, 300 Beacon St., 
Somerville, 491-1004. $10-$15. This 
great little mole-in-the-wall proves to 
New Englanders that classic Mexican 
cooking can be tangy and complex in- 
stead of just hot. Try the carnitas (pork 
tips in an unsweetened chocolate-orange 
sauce) or anything with the cilantro- 
heavy salsa verde. Bring your own beer. 
REDBONES, 55 Chester St., Davis 
Square, Somerville, 628-2200. $6-$13. 
Big food for big guys. Loud and bright 
and legendary for barbecued, grilled, 


Dresses, T-Shirts, CD’s 
Jackets, Jewelry, Books 
Calendars, Posters, Tapes 


and smoked things, hoofed or otherwise 
The Arkansas ribs are phenomenal: so 
are the Buffalo shrimp. Try the com pud- 
ding to start. The wait is long but worth 
it. Cash and checks only 

UNION SQUARE BISTRO, 16 Bow St 
(Union Square), Somerville, 628-3344 
$12-$17 (lunch, $6-$10). True bistro 
spirit, and hearty filling food. Outstand- 
ng bread platter, fine appetizers, good 
dinners, weak desserts is the profile, so 
graze away. Don't miss any form of crab 
cakes or portobello mushrooms. BR 
Sun., noon to 3 p.m. 

VINNY'S AT NIGHT, 76 Broadway (Sul- 
livan Square), Somerville, 628-1921. $7- 
$18. Behind a convenience store called 
Vinny's Superette lurks this den of pure 
East Somerville underworld cool. Great 
chops and profuse pasta served on red- 
and-white-check tablecloths, and more 
antipasti than you can shake a stick at 
Try the amazing pork chop in vinegar- 
pepper sauce 


Watertown 


LE BOCAGE, 72 Bigelow Ave., Water- 
town, 923-1210. $28-$38 (four courses) 
Big-hotel French menu (but shorter) in a 
quiet Watertown storefront. Miles from 
the cutting edge, but a competent 
kitchen. Try appetizers like the curried 
fruit salad or the sausage of smoked 
chicken and apple. An easy mix of posh 
informality 

KAREEM'S, 600 Mt. Auburn St. (Cam- 
bridge line), Watertown, 926-1867. $5- 
$7. Cheap and delectable. Also authenti- 
cally homemade, with real lemon juice in 
every dish, and plenty of red pepper and 
garlic. No atmosphere, but outstanding 
platters of falafel, kibbeh, hummus, mari- 


nated kebabs, and a powerful sautéed 
chicken. Several vegetarian dinners 
Closed weekend nights 

STELLINA, 47 Main St. (Watertown 
5q.), Watertown, 924-9475. $13-$15 
Trendy northern Italian food with 


counter-trendy pleasant service and 
reservations. Try anything grilled, any 
hing stuffed, and your favorite pastas 
Appetizers and desserts are a notch 


above entrees, so consider a graze. in 
formal despite popularity; a loyal crowd 
with an academic tinge 


Out of Town 


CARAMBOLA, 663 Main Street 
Waltham, (781) 899-2244. $7-$20 
Rather posh, rather refined, completely 
delicious version of Cambodian home- 
style cooking as it might have been in an 
affluent home. The Perry family of Ele- 
phant Walk fame have focused on this 
purely Cambodian (except well-selected 
wines and desserts) restaurant worth a 
trip to Waltham from anywhere east of 
Pnom Penh. Order from each of five cat- 
egories, but don't miss the spring rolls 
and the carambola salad among the 
grilled delights and light curries. 

CLEM & URSIE’S, 85 Shank Painter 
Road, Provincetown, (508) 487-2333 or 
-2536. $4-$26. A family place with 
seafood broiled or fried, live lobsters, re- 
markable smoked barbecue (!), some 
super Portuguese dishes, gourmet sand- 
wiches — something for every conceive- 
able appetite. Don't overlook the fried 
ocean catfish “vinho dahlos,” Wellfleet 
oysters on the half-shell, or the divine 
smoked brisket sandwich. 

FLORA, 190 Mass Ave, Arlington, 641- 
1664. $11-$18. The foodie scene arrives 
in Arlington Center in airy, peach-toned 
form. Located in a renovated bank, the 
first solo project of journeyman chef Bob 
Sargent is strong on grillwork and full of 
catchy touches, like the arugula-fennel- 
calamani salad, or the intensely garlicked 
escarole under the leg of lamb. BR Sun, 
10 a.m. to2 p.m 

GALA, 138 Mass Ave, Arlington, (781) 
646-1404. $10-$16. Chef Bob Buonicon- 
ti, late of the East Somerville hideout 
Vinny's, gamely sallies around the 
Mediterranean with salt cod from Portu- 
gal, tapas from Spain, pasta from Italy, 
and pineapple pizza from somewhere in- 
side his own head. There are a couple 
standouts on the appetizer menu 
(chourico pate, daily antipasto), and oth- 
erwise it's not bad for the ‘burbs, and 
good value for money 

IPANEMA RESTAURANT AND CHUR- 
RASCARIA, 106 Southville Rd. (corner 
of Rt. 85), Southborough, (508) 460- 
6144. $8-$16. Fifty minutes from Boston, 
but close enough to the Brazilian com- 
munity of Framingham for top-notch 
mandioca frita, pastels, a superb 
muqueca of shrimp and halibut, and an 
uncrowded churrasco (Brazilian barbe- 
cue). Big American-style roadhouse — 
comfortable if unexotic. Live music and 
feiioada on weekend nights. 

KATAHDIN, 106 High St., Portland, ME, 
207) 774-1740. $9-$15. A terrific New 
American bistro in Portland, which is 
emerging as the hippest of the reviving 
New England cities. Don't miss the crab 
and scallop dishes, the comfort food, or 
any of the several chocolate desserts 
KONG LUH, 9 Medford St. (Arlington 
Center), Arlington, 643-2456. $5-$13 
Kong Luh opens up new regions of Chi- 
na, as the chef is a Mongol from 
Manchuria, though also influenced by 
the subtleties of Beijing cuisine. The re- 
sult is a small restaurant of large inter- 
est, especially the Mongol rolls, parou, 
“sour and spicy vegetable” (actually a 
pickle), and any of the soups. 

PROSE, 352a Mass Ave, Arlington, 648- 
2800. $14-$17. Behind the curious name 
lurks a cheery, if bare-bones, corner 
restaurant entirely dedicated to the cre- 
ative flights of its chef and owner, Debbie 
Shore. The menu rarely repeats itself 
from night to night, and regular visitors 
are treated to a series of rewarding ex- 
periments with more ingredients than we 
have space to list. Search out the soft 
wild-mushroom polenta and any dish that 
includes grilled fish 
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Healthy, Overweight Women 


The Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Boston 






seeks healthy, overweight women age 18-40 to partici 






Diood, and perform a pnysical exam YOU Wlll receive a 





free screening for diabetes and payment of up to $100 
For details call 1-800-847-6060 


or e-mail pcos@rics.bwh. harvard.edu. 
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flyrabbit 
Recklessly treading the fine line 
between novelties & natural history. 


CALL FOR EXTENDED HOLIDAY HOURS 


store location: 

155 Harvard Ave. (etwn Comm & Bnghon) 

Allston, MA 02134 617/ 782-1313 
OPEN EVERY DAY 
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Boston Wine Expo 


January 23 & 24, 1999 
World Trade Center 
& Seaport Hotel 






eA, / 
EXee 


© Over 400 Wineries 

e Special Guest — 
Hugh Johnson 

¢ Champagne Jazz 


Brunches (ove oth G67 





e Celebrity Chef Demos 
The Boston Globe 

¢ Cigar Pavilion & 
Smoker’s Lounge 
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Festival Of Food & Wine Discounted Tickets 
January 22, 1999 1-877-WINEXPO 

World Trade Center Boston ne 
1-877-WINEXPO www.wine-expos.com 
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sautéed portobello mushrooms. Starting 
at $3.50 a pop, you can afford to experi- 
ment. 

EAST ASIA, 868 Broadway (Powder- 
house Sq.), Somerville, 666-8282. $6- 
$9. A tiny, out-of-the-way place with 
great, great Asian food. The menu is 
North Chinese and Thai, but the keynote 
is loving treatment of basic ingredients 
in dishes like chili eggplant, royal tofu, 
and spicy squid. 

EVOO, 118 Beacon Street, Somerville, 
(617) 661-3866. $16-$21. Chef Peter 


KEY 
CF=Cigar Friendly BR=Brunch 


Spiritual and Healing 
Items. Incense, Altar 
Supplies, Dharma Ware, 
Thangkas, Wall Hangings 


Accessories for 
Che Spirit 


Sor mother and father, for sister and brother, 
for your friends, for yourself, for the Season 
May All Beings be Rappy. Come Visit Us 


GUARANTEED. 


617-491-9106 FAX 617-491-4563 Visit TIBETARTS.COM WORK. 


1925 A Massachusetts Ave, Cambridge, MA 02140 





To respond to esha 976-3366 i costs $1.99 per minute. Must be 18+. Outside greater Boston call 1-900-3 7 0-2015 
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SHEENA ARRIVED! BRAINS & BEAUTY AMUSING, 
Just kidding! Attractive Very attractive, intelligent AUDACIOUS... 
Hispanic/English lady curvaceous, professional articulate, Aquarian Cape 
professional SWF 45 SWF, 28, 5'8 110/bs Codder, professional DF 
understands the signifi Honest, affectionate, shy 46, seeks smart, sociable 
cance of humor, passion Enjoys’ eating  out/in spirited soulmate for 
for music and food, eclec movies, outdoors, travel- friendship romance 
tic tastes, life's perpetual ling. Seeking attractive adventures in dating 
NEW THINGS pupil Closer to —_ athletic SWM, 5'10"+, non either side of the bridge 
SF, 28, seeks SM, 30-40 Providence, but willing to smoker, 26-36, for long Eccentricity appreciated, 
who likes theater, out travel. 71720 (exp: 1/21) term relationship. 21677 sense of humor crucial 
doors, trying new things Attractive, unique, intelli (exp: 1/21) 1712 (exp: 1/21) 
72011 (exp: 1/25) gent SWF, 32, pagan ARTISTIC SBF SOUTHERN, 
INNOCENT enjoys wicca, music, art Attractive, physically fit BUT NO BELLE 
BYSTANDER... Seeking creative musi intelligent health-con SWF enjoys Robin 
part of the car cian, slender, long-haired scious female, 38, seeks Williams comedies and 
19, expres SWM, 29-32, for monoga educated, physically fit trashy romance novels 
mous partnership. 11746 partly “earthy runchy Seeking self-assured 
(exp: 1/21) fun, adventurous, commu intelligent professional 


DEDICATED FEMALE iicative, kind of heart SM SWM, 35-45, who likes 


ed in working sci-fi and hiking. Both of 


nts to b 


st friend. ¢ 


Seeking be pos 


4 M. Generou bly more. I'm 34, plus size toward loving long-term us are low-maintenance 
t yhtforward funny with a lot of love and car relationship. T1403 (exp sep A ase and warm 
trilingual traveler, wry talk ing for that special some 1/14) rearted. 1363 (exp 
ama one. I'm a smoker; smok SUGAR AND SPICE 1/14) 
er/social drinker okay; kid: Playful, intelligent, liberal RENAISSANCE F 
Bowie/Chet Baker, Sam weicome Must drive cute SWF 22 Artist/therapist, attractive, 
Shepard Garcia because | don't. 1750 blonde/blue, lover of fit, seeks kind, soulful, 
Marquez, Klimt/ Matisse (exp: 1/18) books, tunes, family, and accomplished, profession- 
Bring your passions, tal Attractive SWF, 28, self life. Seeking SWM, 21-30 al definitely tall man, 40 
ent neuroses. 41718 employed, non-smoking interesting, literate, with 60, for deep partnering 
(exp: 1/21) Enjoys art, cooking, hous sense of — - bad pratt oe 
2S é l aveline boy streak 2019 (exp \deav e é 
HOPEFUL : wipes cok Rciagaimcnds { 28) . companionship and mutu- 


Seeks attractive, confi 
ROMANTIC dent, professional male NEED CUDDLY MAN al magic. t%2040 (exp 


Non-smokin¢ classy > 
petite SWF, with long, 28-35, with similar inter- 'm 37, 5'3°, blue/brown. 1/28) EVERYTHING NEW SKATERS WANTED NATIVE TONGUES 
siaubenybioride. fais ests for committed rela Need someone who would BBW HERE New to town, newtocoun- SWF, 22, vegetarian, TO NPR 
would like to share fer tionship. 1716 (exp appreciate my hobbies Intelligent big beautiful try, new to life (although seeking 21+ male for SF, 28, social worker, likes 
healt and soul wih e lov ev) miniature building, ani woman,” 52, blonde/blue 26). Looking for someone _ friendship, possibly working with kids, diners 
= nauk af ee aor Gregarious, adventurous mals, having fun. Love a seeks male companion to help me become famil- romance. Into ska and Toni Morrison, Camel 
eo pots ges he SBF, 34, seeks secure sense of humor and down over 40, similar qualities iar wits hase things punk, live bands, the arts Lights, loud music(lots of 
torrid sipneeell ables relaxed, open-minded SM right niceness. Start with a with an off-beat sense of 1396 (ex 1, 14) ; people. 1402 (exp bass), low light, Georgia 
ye Ay gg TR a to hang out with, andhave friendship and, who humor. #2023 (exp: 1/28) Seo SOxp: T 1/14) O'Keefe, shark week, day 
ee: 1S) lots of laughs and fun knows? 1432 (exp NAKED BLACK PEARL. COMEDY CHIC See, EET One 
SEEKING FRIEND 11701 (exp: 1/21) 1/14) | mean the movie. Sexy Seeking Oyster, to protect Outgoing, dry/silly SwF ings: and altoids. Dig? 
Voluptuous professional § Aiparine allegro, tempeh DANCE? ROMANCE? SWF, 30s, daridark, ‘ourleh fer, Must be loves ‘comedy clubs T2045 (exp: 1/28) 
SWF, 53, no encum- Ellington, WCDebussy, Funance? Professional resembles the girl in the durable and strong on the wate, Boy”, Disney Meg g 
pebialeeng blonde atue matriculatiuon, mitzzah outgoing affectionate _ film, seeks raving philoso- outside, warm, cozy Ryan flicks. Authors Sharing = art_of living 
eyed Seeking SM, 50-70 vilualization, Sondheim SWF, 5'5", auburn/hazel pher type for connected inside. She's Syghe and Derille, Kellerman. Music Energetic c humorous 
Jark hair and eyes, WhO Grounded, inquisitive Seeking romantic sponta relationship (unlike in the fragile, a treasure among Shania Twain. You: tall —_— iene Hobe 4 
enjoys culture, conversa beautiful SPF, 33, seeks | neous man, 30s to 40s, film) and new theories her kind. Shines in any funny, rugged but cute, not ieee vwith : =f RE 
tion, and laughter, for unconventional eclectic who knows what he’s about the universe setting, jazz to hiphop overly athletic, early 30s Ss A. Bi070 ae 
friendship and dating witty SM, 32-38. 21673 looking for. #3642 (exp Realistic or delusional Admired when worn professional @i361 *° ata 
71753 (exp: 1/18) (exp: 1/21) 1/11) okay. 1745 (exp: 1/21) 71690 (exp: 1/21) (exp: 1/14) 


sensitive listener 
teur cyclist Into 


‘musician, Alloy Orchestre 
ell us what you do with Alloy Orchestra. 


We write and perform live accompaniments for silent films [i.e., Metropolis, The Wind, 
The Man with the Movie Camera].We just performed Strike at the Somerville Theatre, 
and we'll be doing Buster Keaton's Steamboat Bill, Jr. next month. 


And you...? 
I play percussion, and anything else deemed necessary: accordion, singing, guitar, saw, banjo... 


How was the reception for Strike, and for Roger Miller, the newest addition to the orchestra? 
People really liked it. And they said Roger was just enough the same and just enough different from Caleb 


You've traveled a lot with Alloy... Sampson, who he succeeded. ; 


Yes, we've been to New Zealand, all over Europe - England, Hungary, Slovenia, Italy - Sweden, and Finland, where we performed in a 1930s cir- 
cus tent, with the sun out all night. 


Tell us about the song you sing, "Always," by Irving Berlin... 

I'm a fan of music from the '20s, and "Always" embodies my whole feeling about what a song should be with regard to sound, personality, 
melody... I love performing it ~ but now it's taken on so many different meanings for me - I sang it at Caleb's wedding, and then 

at his funeral. It will always remind me of Caleb. 


What are some of your other band affiliations? 

I was in Concussion Ensemble, which was known for its lineup - we had four drummers. Now, besides Alloy Orchestra, I'm in 
The Gilmans, a country band, and Bad Art Ensemble, who play at the Plough & Stars every Wednesday night, as they have been 
for over 10 years. I've been with them for a couple years and still look forward to it every week - it's eight musicians (give or 
take) playing a shockingly entertaining combination of Dixieland, Latin, swing, country... It's like a party in your living room. 
Except they have Guinness. : 


You're new to being single. How's it going? 
Always an adventure. It's a mixed bag; you don't have that someone, but you're not restricted. You miss the strong emotional 


connection, but it's fun and interesting - there's no getting complacent. 


Do your friends have any advice for you? 
Oh yeah, every one of 'em. My brother said I should go to church groups. Which convinced me not to go to church groups. 
When asked (in this column) who was best suited to a short-term relationship, radio personality Angie C. said, "a drummer." : 


What do you have to say to lier? 
I’m more just a drummer. 
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T2025 (¢ Xf 1/28) 
SEEKING SOULMATE 
Down home SWF, 26, 5'3 
red hair, blue eye tired of 
meat market tn clut 

sweet, caring guy | 

ble relationship. Inte 
movies especially 
ence fiction! and 
1711 (exp: 1/21) 

DWF MEDITATOR 
Attractive, intelligent, artsy 
professional, non-smoking 
non-drinking vegetarian 
seeks man with integrity 
and heart, who wants a dis- 
ciplined lifestyle, meditation 
profound sharing and true 
love. 471398 (exp: 1/14) 

ONE DAY/TIME 
Honest, reflective DWF, 48 
one son, four cats, likes cof- 
fee shops, rain, ocean, 
walking in the woods, hik- 
ing, reading, quiet, cats 
dogs, gardening, eating out 
T1728 (exp: 1/21) 

SEIZE THE DAY! 
DWF, 35, seeks S/DWM 
35-42, professional, non- 
smoker, for dining, dancing 
romance. 1401 (exp 
1/14) 

Attractive, sweet, open- 
minded, honest, fit, humor- 
ous SAPF, values family 
Seeking secure, successful, 
kind, considerate SM, 28- 
35 for friendship/LTR 
2010 (exp: 1/28) 
Attractive SWF, 22, seeks 
older, handsome, intelligent 
SM _ non-smoker who 
enjoys hiking, skiing, music 
dining, cooking, travel, etc 
Possible long-term relation- 
ship and family. 1384 
(exp: 1/14) 

LL KNOW IT... 
When | see it. SWF, 34 
seeks witty intelligent, kind, 
progressive grown-up, 28- 
38, for fun, frolic, future 
Make me think. Cool shoes 
not necessary, but a plus 
1071 (exp: 1/11) 

Nice shape, marriage-mind- 
ed SBF, 35, pretty brown 
eyes, non-smoker, enjoys 
movies, bookstores, can- 
dies, kisses, sports, music 
Seeking similar SM, 30-40 
72031 (exp: 1/28) 

Exotic, professional BF, 24, 
confident, witty, charming, 
articulate and _ athletic 
Seeking professional 
Renaissance M, race open, 
for friendship, possibly 
more. 42013 (exp: 1/28) 
Socially reserved, warm- 
inside, professional SWF, 
35, slim, fit, interested in 
cultural/outdoor activities, a 
balanced life, children, fam- 
ily, international travel 
Seeking similar, profession- 
al, marriage-minded (but no 
impulsive decisions) SWM 
This is her sister writing this 
- Trust me, she’s a catch! 

2016 (exp: 1/28) 

Unique Serendipity 
Beautiful, compassionate 
Russian goddess with 
French gallantry. Coquette 
outside, modest inside 
Graceful overgrown petite 
needs generous, kind man 
73860 (exp: 1/25) 
Attractive professional 
SWF, 32, 5'3 110lbs, 
seeks health-conscience 
educated SWM, under 35, 
for dining, dancing, and fun 
2030 (exp: 1/28) 

Lost soul, trim, petite non- 
smoking DWF, 48, seeking 
gentleman 45-55. Interests 
museums, books, outdoors 
travel, romance. 1421 
(exp: 1/14) 

Looking for retired, golfer 
widower 60+, who loves 
Florida in the winter, for 
friendship and maybe more 
1376 (exp: 1/14) 

THE RIGHT TIME 
Very attractive, fit, profes 
sional SBF, enjoys life, the 
arts intimate times 
Seeking non-smoker, pro- 
fessional SM, 44-52, for 
shared enjoyment of life 
1131 (exp: 1/18) 

STRONG HANDS! 
Pretty red-head, 40, affec- 
tionate, literate, emotionally 
accessible, music/outdoor 
lover. seek. Seeking male 
30-50, with strong hands to 
build relationship. A nice 
tush wouldn't hurt either 
7 1080 (exp: 1/7) 


To place your FREE Personal call 


FOREST CREATURE 
11 and baret t jecer 


intuitive searching for a 
beautiful man, with heart 
breaking Gark Nair, a choco 
late voice, and aesthetic 
T 1087 (exp: 1/7) 

EXECS BY DAY... 
jeans by night That 
describes you and me 
SWF, 28, new to Boston 
attractive, slim, feminine 
but one of the guys, seeks 
attractive professional 
SWM, 26-34, who's outgo 
ing, fit, affectionate, with 
sense of humor. Must be a 
skier. #1367 (exp: 1/14) 

DANCING BEAR 
Wanted for phishing adven- 
tures, lifetime delights 
Playful, soulful, sweet, hard- 
working, physically active 
SWF, 38, inspired by nature 
music, people. Seeking 
active compassionate 
communicative, motivated 
S/DWM 30-45 71100 
(exp: 1/7) 

LET’S MEET! 

SWF 33, brown/brown 
looking for a man, 30-40 
who likes to laugh, move 
ask the bigger questions 
and find the romantic sides 
of life. 71084 (exp: 1/7) 

SWEET HARMONY 
Intelligent, funny, compas- 
sionate DWF, 40-some- 
thing, 57”, large-size, red- 
brown/sparkling blue, with 
merry smile, non-smoker 
Singer/musician/writer 
Love concerts, movies, 
books, Jeopardy. Seeking 
warm, funny friend. 79811 
(exp: 12/31) 

VERY ATTRACTIVE 
Intelligent, fun SBF, 33, 6’, 
seeks honest, intelligent 
caring SB/JM, 6’+ must, 
preferably no children, for 
friendship, possible long- 
term relationship. t9785 
(exp: 12/31) 

KICKBOXING POET 
Playful, adventurous, slen- 
der but strong, very attrac- 
tive (deeply humble) straw- 
berry-blonde, 33, loves 
dogs, take-out dinners, 
swing music, Seeking pro- 
fessional non-smoking, 
athletic man, 30-39, equal 
parts attractive/smart, who 
can keep up with my acer- 
bic, dry, and goofy sense of 
humor. 41365 (exp: 1/14) 

HATES THE COLD 
Dark-haired, hazel-eyed, 
attractive special-ed 
teacher, with Meg Ryan- 
esque personality, loves 
Italian food, Boston jazz 
scene, and the Vinyard in 
the summer. Seeking tall 
muscular, outgoing, active 
non-smoking man, 28-38 
1368 (exp: 1/14) 
SOULMATE WANTED 
Pretty SJF, 31, educated 
sincere, fun-loving entrepre- 
neur, 5'5 slim dark 
hair/eyes, loves the out- 
doors, travel, reading, and 
movies. Seeking SJM, 32- 
44, for long-term relation 
ship. #1046 (exp: 12/31) 

ADVENTUROUS... 
attractive outdoors woman 
runner, basketball player 
Social justice activist 
Seeking handsome, athlet 
ic, physically/emotionally fit 
male, 30+, race open 
9807 (exp: 12/31) 

ATTRACTIVE... 
intelligent, upbeat, and 
slightly goofy SWF, 33 
enjoys happy hour, movies 
theater, laughing, and mak 
ing people laugh. Seeking 
similar WM. Are you easily 
amused? 9779 (exp 
12/31) 

INCOGNITA 
Alluring, sensual, attractive, 
professional DWF 49 
wants her Black Prince 
Charming. Must be honest 
intelligent established 
share love of music, life, my 
cats, and the pursuit of hap 
piness. 49780 (exp: 12/31) 
CHEMICAL REACTION 
Stunning, sensual SJF 
5'10”, entrepreneur/author 
with penchant for intellectu- 
al/spiritual rumination 
Seeking tall, handsome 
self-driven professional 
SJM, for soul connection 
and tons of fun. 49755 
(exp: 12/31) 


617-859-DATE 


ONE MORE TRY 


y ) 


SWF, 23 


54", a nice wor 

to describe my figure - full. | 
enjoy singing, laughter, hor 
the 


ror movie yutdoors 


camping photography 
Janis Joplin/th 
Crowes. | am seeking 
enjoy the company of 
slightly demented, friendly 
artsy, kind, taller SWM, 23- 
28, who's ready for some 
thing other than the usual 
No 1 night stands. #49759 
(exp: 12/31) 
Tall, attractive, fit, affection 
ate, intelligent, humorous, 
professional SBF, 5'10”, 35 
enjoys reading, outdoors 
traveling. Seeking sincere 
attractive man, for relation 
ship. 49786 (exp: 12/31) 
ESCAPE 
Leggy, intelligent, sexy 
blonde, ready to spice up 
her too busy life, with a tall 
confident, uninhibited black 
man, 30+. Come escape 
with me! 1037 (exp 
12/31) 

ENGLISHMAN... 
sought after by SWF, 30, for 
dining, talks, walks, fun 
friendship, possible relation 
ship. 471038 (exp: 12/31) 

CHANCE MEETING 
Pretty female seeks SM, 
lover of life, travel, music 
laughter, compassion 
Explorer of everything good 
in life, with open mind/heart 
79795 (exp: 12/31) 
Beautiful blonde trainer/ 
model seeks a mature, 
good looking body-builder 
type. Loves working out, 
keeping healthy, sports, 4- 
wheeling & trucks. 21108 
(exp: 1/7) 

WANT TO DANCE? 
| got plenty of friends to go 
out with, but none are good 
dancers. | miss it. Will you 
join me in the clubs? 
1400 (exp: 1/14) 

BLUE VALENTINE? 
Honest, real, very down-to- 
earth 21 year old, seeks 
guy, 20-26, to listen to Tom 
Waits, and drink whiskey 
with. Friendship, more! 
1040 (exp: 12/31) 

URBAN/ 

WOODSWOMAN 
Feisty and damn cute, 25, 
out to save the world, find 
scruffy clean fellah, 25-30, 
who appreciates sarcasm, 
beer, bookstores. 279778 
(exp: 12/31) 

HONEST 
RELATIONSHIP 
Sincere, quiet, humorous 
SWF, 37, 5'6”, enjoys out- 
doors, laughter. Seeking 
SWM, 37-45, with same or 
more. Non-drinker, non- 
smoker, no liars. #29760 

(exp: 12/31) 

Witty, intelligent, outgoing 
SWF, 36, traditional values 
in ‘90s context, seeks SWM 
36-46, who enjoys foreign 
films, thai food. 9774 
(exp: 12/31) 

IRISH OR... 
Irish-American SWM 
sought by pretty, fun, sin 
cere SWF, 30. Interests 
include cinema, reading, 
good conversation, out 
doors, and travel. 29493 
(exp: 1/7) 

TEDDY BEAR 

Wanted: SWM, 28-34, tail, 
strong, attractive, adventur- 
ous, easy-going, to share 
life, milk and honey in a 
long-term relationship 
9113 (exp: 12/31) 
WHO IS JOHN GALT? 
Attractive, creative, urban 
SF, 27, little black dresses & 
platform heels seeks 
adventurous intelligent 
Stylish gentleman, with aspi 
rations and a dark side, for 
swing dancing, wine-tast 
ing, exploring, and the 
answer to that immortal 
question T9116 (exp 
12/31) 

COUNTRY/CITY 
Sophisticated, outdoorsy 
but professional woman, 42 
blonde/blue, spontaneous 
independent, aware, cré 
ative, loves sports (tennis 
biking, blading), movies 
and cooking. Seeking com 
mitted relationship, open 
aware communication 
79122 (exp: 12/31) 

FRIEND & LOVER 
Intelligent, intuitive SWJF 
39. Desires long-term rela- 
tionship with SM, who seeks 
a friend and a lover (a men- 
sch). #9787 (exp: 12/28) 


y 


SEEKING SWEET BOY 


wit 
U 
79498 


Cute but Mode 


(exp 1/4) 
DEVILISH SMILE 


Sexy SF, cute ‘n’ curvy 
wants to Be Your Angel in a 
Neverending Story. Aries 
with attitude, love to laugh 
at Clinton jokes and dance 
to Everclear/Beastie Boys 
U B: cute, outgoing, child 
like but masculine. 79470 
(exp: 1/7) 

NATURE GIRL 
New to town. Educated 
SWF, 26, enjoys hiking, pro 
sports, and sight-seeing 
Seeking SWM, 25-32, to 
share’ similar interests 
79443 (exp: 1/4) 

CAMBRIDGE LOVEY 
Fiesty, tender, professional 
SWF, 34, 5'1", long curly 
locks, slightly Rubenesque 
(anorexia-free) curva 
ceous, attractive, lover of 
books, woods, Italy, dogs 
workouts, my own spirit 
Seeking creative, responsi 
ble, chivalrous sweetheart 
32-38. 79457 (exp: 1/7) 

ALL MY RELATIONS 
Alive, awake, attractive 
professional DJF psy 
chotherapist, student of life 
Seeking The Real Thing 
Please be heart/earth cen- 
tered, love community/your- 
self. #97847 (exp: 12/31) 

SPIRITUAL BBW 
Adventurous, professional 
SWF, 34, redhead, volup 
tuous, open mind/heart 
meditates, enjoys theatre 
scrabble conversation 
great sense of humor 
Seeking man, not afraid to 
live, spiritual, financially 
secure, appreciates pas 
sionate BBW. 29121 (exp 
12/31) 

MAKE ME LAUGH? 

Pretty, petite, professional, 
34, brown/brown, shapely 
lrish/italian mother of a 5- 
year-old. Enjoy skiing, hik- 
ing, dancing, dining in the 
city. You: 30-45, attractive, 
professional, sense of 
humor, outgoing. 21097 
(exp: 1/7) 
Accomplished, pretty, slim 
SWF, 35, 5’6’, enjoys arts, 
outdoors, travel, book- 
stores, jazz. Seeking caring 
intelligent SWM, 35-46, 6’, 
for relationship. 7791 
(exp: 12/28) 

FEMININITY WITH... 
An edge. Complexity, flexi- 
bility, eclecticism, paradoxi- 
Cality, spirituality, frivolity in 
slinky black and high heels, 
but not afraid to get hands 
dirty. She cooks, too! 
Seeking SM of substance 
35-50. 479789 (exp: 12/31) 

EBONY BEAUTY 
Tall, trim, cute, shapely SBF, 
29, seeks tall, romantic SM, 
30+, to enjoy movies, con 
certs, dinners, and motorcy- 
cle rides to nowhere. Sense 
of humor a must. No smok- 
ers or drugs. #5803 (exp 
1/7) 

ROCK OPERA 
Attractive, artistic SWF, 26 
loves NPR & “Simon Birch 
Seeking independent, imag- 
inative, listening/laughing 
handsome male, to break 
out and rock, applepick & 
cider sip, or chat over 
BIBA’s lobster pizza 
79130 (exp: 12/31) 
DARLING, DYNAMIC... 
Doctor, 28, dares delightful 
degreed doer displaying 
dash dazzle direct 
demeanor, for deep discus- 
sions, delectable dining 
discovering destinations, to 
disperse doldrums during 
dark and dreary days. Do 
dial. 49119 (exp: 12/31) 
Urban, hip, attractive, edu- 
cated, fit SF, 30, music 
junkie, seeks similar, charis 
matic, fun, thoughtful SM 
30-40 for friendship/rela- 
tionship. #99475 (exp: 1/7) 
Looking for a real love? I'm 
here. Classy yet sexy 
spunky but spiritual, attrac 
tive SWF, 30s, auburn 
green seeks nice guy 
79430 (exp: 1/7) 
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Phoenix Personal 
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EXEC/MUSICIAN 


Dark-haired 


#1364(exp1/14) 


policy that is kept from 
being disclosed. | feel 


"Crazy on You," by Heart. 
Got any quirky culi- 


nary tastes? 
Sardines on Swedish 
bread. It's just a thing | 


sensittve- 
eyed, attractive, young 38, 
software developer by day, 
classic rocker by nightg 
Seeking politically aware; 
fiberalish, talkative, attra- 
tive SF, 28-40, for tennis, 
Skiing, seafood, dancing; 
travel, and life's adventures. 
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To respond to Personals call 9 76-3366 Call costs $1.99 per minute. Must be 18+. Outside greater Boston call 1-900-3 70-2015 


The Web Cruiser 


My boyfriend is on the Internet constantly and loves to chat 
and flirt with girls. One of these girls recently told him that she 
has fallen in love with him. He has given her his telephone 
number, and they talk often. I know they don't have a physical 
relationship, but I don't think he's being fair to me by continu- 
ing to talk to a girl who has strong feelings for him. I don't 
want to tell him that he can't talk to her, but it is putting a 
strain on our relationship. What should I do? 

--Competing With A Computer 


















There's a reason that a lot of department stores name their lingerie 
departments “Intimacies" instead of "Crowd Scenes" or "Orgies." 
Intimacies are secrets or private, sexy moments shared by two peo- 
ae opposed to public information and events released via satellite 


and/or modem) to The Girls Of The Global Village. 
Your boyfriend might not be aren Cyberella the hickory-smoked 


sausage, but her declaration of love didn't come out of nowhere. Of 
course, there's a slight chance that it could stem from a medical con- 
dition — perhaps some rare case of Tourette's Syndrome, in which she 
involuntarily shouts, "I love you! I love you!" instead of uttering ran- 
dom obscenities or twitching uncontrollably, It's a lot more likely, 
though, that it grew out of exchanges of deep dark secrets with your 
boyfriend — the kind of intimate conversations that lead people to 

fall in love. 


Although it's a good thing for couples to have friendships indepen- 
dent of their ilerioushige. there have to be a few binmsleate Boe 
example, friends don't make heavy breathing phone calls to other 
friends. Guys who are serious about building a committed relationship 
don't use their spare time to crawl the web Sohne for naked single 
girls. (A note to the guys out there: When a girl on the Internet eR 
she is "naked," this usually means that she is wearing a blue face mask 
and baggy old sweats so in need of a washing that they could get up 
and do [he Twist on their own.) 


Your web-wandering boyfriend probably isn't ready to make a com- 
mitment to just one woman. If a committed relationship is what you 
want, tell him that you're not willing to let your edible underwear get 
stale while he spends his every waking hour telecommunicating wih a 
bunch of cyber vixens about their black lace thongs. When you say 
this, if he throws himself at your feet and begs for another chance, tell 
him you'll only give it to him if he starts using The Uncle Morty Rule 
when he chats with girls...which goes like this: "If you can't say it to 
your fat, dyspeptic, hairy old Uncle Morty, you shouldn't be saying it 
at all.” Here's a little example: 


NETBOY: Uncle Morty, are you naked? 
UNCLE MORTY: Do you want me to be? 
NETBOY: I want you so bad. Come on, tell me...are you naked? 


UNCLE MORTY: Yes. Well, no. I'm actually covered from head 
to toe in Kool Whip and chocolate sauce. Wanna lick it of P 


Suddenly, one woman seems more than enough. 
Class Struggles 


I'm a woman in my early thirties -- smart, conversationally 
able, and considered pretty. Recently, I read an article in a 
women's magazine which suggested that the gym is a great 
place to meet guys. I spent a week's pay to join a gym, and 
guess what happened? Nothing. Well, I am getting some 
impressive stomach muscles from using the "abs" machine. 
But, other than the guy at the front desk who checks people in, 
no guys have even spoken to me. Any clues on what I'm doing 
wrong? 

--It's Not Working Out 






There's nothing like a good beating to bring people together. Start 
going to the same workout class at the same time every week. You'll 
soon become a familiar face to the guy in advanced yoga who pulls 
the same muscles you do when the teacher calls for the "baby in car- 
riage being yelled at by her evil nanny” position. You'll have a lot to 
commiserate about with him...and a lot more to say to him than to 
the guy on the butt machine who's always trying to heave up ten 
pounds too many: "Hey he-man, I like how you grunt." What an 
opener. Be sure to use injuries in your favor, especially those you 
cause. Offering to take a guy out for drinks to apologize for smacking 
him upside the head in kick-boxing is not only a nice gesture, it may 
even inspire him to forget where he put his lawyer's phone number. 


Got a problem? Write Amy Alkon, Boston Phoenix 
Personals, 126 Brookline Avenue, Boston, MA 02215 
or e-mail AdviceAmy@aol.com 

© 1998, Amy Alkon, all rights reserved. 
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HO HO HO 
Santa knew you were extra 
good this year. He’s deliv- 
ered your Christmas 
request for tall, vivacious 
59+ redhead She's 
giftwraped and waiting for 
you to claim her. Call ASAP. 
9585 (exp: 1/7) 
ROCKET SCIENTIST 
Engineer, physician, or 
physicist, 38-50, sought by 
well-educated, fit, blonde, 
creative type for passion- 
ate, intense, long-term rela- 
tionship. Blond or red hair, 
blue or green eyes a plus. 
1126 (exp: 1/7) 
Kinda funky, kinda 40, 
seeking tall, left leaning fel- 
lah, for fast but meaningful 
times. T9442 (exp: 1/7) _ 
Me: SWF. You: unknown. 
Parameters: funny, unpre- 
tentious, intellectual, play- 
ful, creative, passionate, 
under 30, music, lover, 
cafes, trashy bars. Integrate 
and differentiate. 9155 
(exp: 12/31) . : 
Attractive, creative, playful 
SWF, 40, 5'8", 120lbs, loves 
the arts, ocean. Seeking 
tall, fit, handsome guy, 38- 
48, creativity/sense of 
humor. 99126 (exp: 12/31) 
Attractive (very) SJF, 41, 
looks 31, fit, educated, likes 
‘80s, alternative — rock, 
health food, NPR. Seeking 
SM, 38+, 5'7"-6'1", with 
hair, clean-shaven, hip, lib- 
eral politics. M3625 (exp 
12/21) 
Outgoing, caring, fun SF, 
35, 5°4”, 130!bs, author 
seeks caring, educated SM 
non-smoker, non-drinker 
for friendship. 9257 (exp 
UC are 
SBF, 30, seeks sensitive 
caring, understanding 
SWM, 25-35, who likes out- 
doors, wants to settle down 
and likes country music. I'm 
visually impaired. 28105 
(exp: 1/25) 
Attractive brunette, seeks 
good-looking male, 37-47, 
5'11” to 61", 220ibs to 
250ibs, for relationship 
6749 (exp: 1/18) 
Fit and fun SWF, 30, 
blond/blue, seeks SWM, 
25-30, west or north of 
Boston. 29476 (exp: 1/7) 
SWF, 43, believes SWM, 
with honorable intentions, 
sense of humor, interesting 
life of his own and good 
table manners exists 
9463 (exp: 1/7) _ 
Mission impossible. Agerit: 
DJF, will charm professional 
SM, 40-50, with dancing, 
laughter, dining, romancing, 
upbeat conversation 
79467 (exp: 1/7) 
Quirky, honest, multi-inter- 
ested SWF, 22, looking to 
meet decent guy, to share 
music, movies, hikes, con- 
versations, and general silli- 
ness with. 9117 (exp: 
12/31) i 
NEVER SAW TITANTIC 
Lazy intellectual, insomni- 
ac, bibliophile, gadfly. 
Coffee, conversation, com- 
panionship, cinema. 
Humor! I'm beautiful not 
cute, strong not simpering, 
choosing Judaism, seeks 
grownups with light hearts. 
9809 (exp: 12/31) 
PRETTY LIPS... 
and child bearing hips 
Wanted: hay bailing, hoe- 
down lovin’ man, who owns 
1+ shirt, and has enough 
teeth to chew food. Can you 
catch a greased pig? You'll 
love catchin’ this sexy little 
sow. 79812 (exp: 12/31) | 
MISSY 
Intelligent, attractive, sweet, 
professional, who has 
ambitions toward which I'm 
working, and who's honest, 
up front, values my family, 
is humorous, physically fit, 
and fun to be with. 29769 
(exp: 12/31) E 
FUN& 

COMPANIONSHIP... 
wanted by good-looking 
SB/AF, §'4", long 
black/brown, who loves 
concerts, museums, music, 
reading, writing, dining out. 
Seeking single, very tall 
man: Must be spiritual, veg- 
etarian, non-smoker, with 
no children. t#9802 (exp: 
12/31) 








KINDER SPIRIT 
all, attractive WF, 34 
height/weight proportion- 
ate, seeks kind, honest 
attractive male counterpart, 
for closeness, and mutual 
bonding. If you're ready for 
a genuine relationship built 
on friendship, please call! 
9806 (exp: 12/31) 
ASIAN BEAUTY 
Nice, warm, cute, caring 
ambitious, dynamic, pro- 
gressive SAF, 27, profes- 
sional, seeks secure, suc- 
cessful, kind, considerate, 
professional SM, 28-35. 
Please be descriptive when 
responding. Thank you! 
9770 (exp: 12/31) . 
TO SPICE UP YOUR 
LIFE! 


+ 


Petite, attractive, intelligent, 
outgoing individual, seeking 
to pair with a successful, 
attractive, mature man, 
looking for a companion, 
new friend, new romance, 
dinner dates, and more. 
9127 (exp: 12/17) _ 

DOES THIS WORK? 
Female, 30, from _ India, 
would like to meet cynical 
man, with love for life, 
humour, and magic. 9804 
(exp: 12/31) 

NO PAMELA 
ANDERSON 
Girls like her don't place 
personal ads - I'm a real 
woman Down-to-earth, 
realistic, non-materialistic 
SF, 23, non-smoker, enjoys 
long conversations, live 
music, new people. Seeking 
intelligent, earthy, bold SM, 
22-29, for whatever comes 
our way! 9784 (exp: 
12/31) 7 
BAUDELAIREAN 

SWF, 25, seeks neo- 
Victorian, for bedtime sto- 
ries about the kiss proof 
world. If Loreena, Bach, 
and Tricky are on your 
soundtrack let's talk 

79754 (exp: 12/31) z 

LET’S HAVE FUN! 
Attractive, educated, funny, 
romantic SWF, 35, enjoys 
movies, reading, sports, 
dining, skiing, theater, and 
traveling. Seeking relaxed, 
ntelligent, successful, 
funny male, 20-30. M2059 
(exp: 1/28) 

CAMPUS BEAUTY 
Intelligent, fun SWF, 20, 
slim, brunette, good conver- 
sationalist, enjoys dancing, 
music, and picnics. Seeking 
fun, honest SWM, early 
20s. T2053 (exp: 1/28) 

‘BABYGIRL 
Spontaneous SBF, 42, 
beautiful lady on the out- 
side as well as inside 
Looking for strong man, 
that’s able to communicate, 
and love himself. 2058 
(exp: 1/28)  eaieeal 

ALLURING& 

PROVOCATIVE 

Slender professional, 23, 
seeks older, well educated 
gentleman, that enjoys 
gourmet cooking, fine din- 
ing, alpine skiing, and clas- 
sic films. Eager to settle 
down. 49455 (exp: 12/24) - 
Attractive SB woman, look- 
ing for serious relationship, 
with handsome SBM, 30- 
35. Must like to have fun. 
2062 (exp: 1/28) a 
Russian Fireball. 
Sophisticated, Russian 
jewel, 51, slim, attractive, 
many languages, vivacious, 
wise; will open lures/plea- 
sures of life, romance. 
Seeks SM, energetic, 
active, optimistic. 725343 
(exp: 1/25) 


Men 


Seeking 
Women 





LONG HAIRED GUY 
Fit, professional, attractive 
SWM, 27, 5'11”, seeks fun, 
skinny chick with attitude. 
Billiards, live music, get- 
aways, movies, dancing. 
You must love being a 
woman, and have a heart of 
gold. #1708 (exp: 1/21) 

WIFE WANTED! 
Financially stable, profes- 
sional BM, likes to travel 
and loves kids. Seeking sta- 
ble female, 25-38, prefer- 
ably slim/athletic, looks are 
subjective, but honest and 
sincere heart is not! 71741 
(exp: 1/21) ah t 
Cute, fit guy, 28, 5'4”, 
130ibs, brown/biue, boyish 
looks, seeks cute, fit, fun 
guy for dating and hopefully 
more. 71683 (exp: 1/21) 











PROFESSIONAL, 
ATHLETIC 
Fit, attractive SWM, MD, 
non-smoker interests 
include skiing, scuba, 
beach, biking, travel 
Seeking attractive, educat- 
ed, fit SF, 25-35, race open, 
with similar interests, for 
ong-term relationship. 
74781 (exp: 1/18) 
COMPLETE PACKAGE 
Handsome, polished, 
sophisticated, educated, 
successful, tall, sensual, 
romantic, spiritual DWM, 
seeks female counterpart, 
who's bright, polished, sen- 
sual, thin, attractive, spiritu- 
al, emotionally healthy, 34- 
47. Let's talk! 49145 (exp: 

i; ) 
Photographer/artist, 
indoors type, seeks exotic, 
financially secure SF, 20- 
27, no kids, for dating, pos- 
sible long-term relationship. 
Libra or scorpio preferred. 
1693 (exp: 1/21) _ 
MEANINGFUL... 
Attractive, professional 
DHM, 34, 5'7”, 145 Ibs, 
black/brown. Romantic, lov- 
ing, caring, honest. Seeking 
S/DWF for _ friendship, 
laughter, hopefully 
romance/relationship. | 
enjoy working out, outdoor 
activities, movies, dancing, 
music, art. 41823 (exp: 
1/21) pS 
LOOK HERE... 
Professional SWM, 40-ish, 
seeks attractive SAF for 
urban adventures. Let's eat, 
drink, be merry: play pool, 
laugh at other people, stay 
out late. Warning: This 
could become a relation- 
ship. 1685 (exp: 1/21) 
HERPES 
Slim, artistic, funny, caring, 
perceptive WM, 44, great 
cook, seeks very slim lady, 
under 50, N/Drinker, non- 
smoker. 1692 (exp: 1/21) 
ATHLETIC, SEXY... 
intelligent, romantic SM, 35, 
5'10", dark brown/green, 
with sense of humor 
Seeking SB/HF, with same 
qualities, for friendship, 
possible long-term relation- 
ship. 1967 (exp: 1/21) 
DRUMMER DANCER 
Woodstock era, SWM, 
dawn lover, nature worship- 
per, food lover, chef, friend 
to children and animals. 
Seeks woman in synch. 
2028 (exp: 1/28) id 
NEW TO BOSTON 
Extremely attractive, mas- 
culine, athletic, educated 
SWM, 34, 5°11”, 190lbs, 
Kevin Costner look-alike. 
Seeking sexy, sassy, femi- 
nine SF, 25-35, non-smok- 
er, who enjoys working out. 
1735 (exp: 1/21) 
VENUS IN VINYL 
Boy (SWM, 27), seeks girl; 
literate, artsy, motivated, 
(sub)cultured, vegetarian, 
and dark aesthetics are 
major plusses! 1736 
Co ee!) 
CAPE XGENDER 
Transgender male seeks 
open-minded woman for 
relationship. Be caring and 
outgoing, 27-40. Let’s laugh 
and cuddle. 41705 (exp: 
avr ; ~ie aa N Gad 
DISCOVER A GEM! 
New York, horse and buggy 
rides, Central Park, Mexico, 
travel; other ultimate things 
like you! Secure, lovable, 
fun SWM, 39. 41695 (exp: 
et 8 
HAN SEEKS LEIA 
SWM, 30, 5’7”, blue/brown, 
musician/artist/space pirate 
seeks beautiful, strong 
princess to hang out, watch 
movies, explore the city, 
free the galaxy from 
oppression. 41675 (exp 
1/21) chy SAE Ae 
Attractive, professional 
SWM, funny, intelligent, 
warm, likes hiking, movies, 
books, beaches, golf. 
Seeking female, 18-39, for 
friendship, possible rela- 
tionship. 1703 (exp: 1/21) 
Extremely intelligent, 
attractive, successful black 
gentleman, 6'4”, 235lbs, 
has very pleasurable 
sounding voice, seeks 
romantic, sensual, under- 
standing woman. 8798 
(exp: 1/18) 
Very attractive, athletic, 
muscular, modest, outgoing 
SWM, 31, 6’, 210lbs, 
blonde/blue, seeks adven- 
turous, fun-loving, easygo- 
ing female, 21-41, for 
friendship first. 1722 
(exp: 1/21) _ 

















Three thumbs up. 
Humorous, handsome, 
romantic, fit, communica- 


tive, considerate, musical 
SWM, 38, 5'11”, 170lbs, 
desires smart, pretty, curva- 
ceous SWF, 24-42. 75145 
(exp: 1/18) 
DOUBLE YOUR FUN 
2 spirited, fun-loving, SW 
guys, 30s, very attractive 
(really), tall, dark, profes- 
sional, hard-working, enjoy 
sports, tennis, culture, trav- 
el, outdoors. Seeking 2 tall, 
professional SWFs who are 
athletic, spirited, intelligent, 
attractive. 21366 (exp: 
ere 
Athletic, energetic PM, 42, 
5'11”, seeks beautiful, slim 
SF, 20-30, who enjoys 
Cambridge night life, danc- 
ing, skiing. Race open. 
2012 (exp: 1/25) 
Romantic, passionate, edu- 
cated, Latin WM, 33, with 
gusto for life. Seeking 
vibrant, fit, sexy lady, 18-35, 
to share beautiful moments. 
1721 (exp: 1/21) : 
Inter-racial _ relationship: 
Handsome, outgoing, mus- 
cular SWM, 31, 6, 210, 
seeks easygoing, passion- 
ate, SB/HF, for friendship 
and fun. 21724 (exp: 1/21) 
A way to meet a woman. Be 
intelligent, considerate, 
good natured and warm 
hearted. This SWM, 35, has 
these qualities. 1719 
2! 3 4 | i es 
Stable, fun-loving gentle- 
man, 26, who could be your 
prince charming, seeks a 
princess for courtship, 
enchanted evenings, and 
fairytaled adventures. 
71704 (exp: 1/21) 
Attractive SPM, great per- 
sonality, good listener, 
respectable, athletic, cooks 
Loves music, travelling, 
romance. Seeking attractive 
SF, 25+, for life's pleasures 
71696 (exp: 1/21) 
Large and lovely lady, 30- 
45, 5'5"+, wanted by a nice- 
looking, warm, compas- 
sionate, SWM, 39, 6’, 
210lbs, brown/blue, for 
friendship/ relationship. 
T1698 (exp: 1/21) 
WHY... 
in the world is it so difficult 
to meet someone nice 
these days. This very hand- 
some, successful, well-edu- 
cated, athletic SWM, 31, 
with terrific sense of humor, 
and a great smile is baffled. 
What | do know is this; | am 
bored silly with the bar 
scene, and completely fed 
up by friends. Hoping to 
meet an intelligent, reason- 
ably crazy, adventurous, 
spontaneous SWF, 23-35, 
for romantic dinners, and 
playing in the snow. A 
woman who finds herself 
reading these ads _ for 
amusement, but has never 
before considered the 
unthinkable - ANSWERING 
ONE. Just this once let your 
curiosity get the better of 
you. | promise - you will not 
be disappointed! 2065 
(exp: 1/28) 
Fit, very handsome SWM, 
40, 5'9", entrepreneur, 
English professor, into 
shopping, poetry, romance. 
Seeking pretty, petite single 
woman. Age unimportant. 
9500 (exp: 1/18) 
Leave a message. SWM, 
5'8",185ibs, enjoys dining, 
dancing and bowling, seeks 
slim, attractive SWF, under 
125lbs, for dating. 79489 
CVS 8 () EEE tio Se 
APPLICATIONS ACCEPT- 
ED. Wanted: lovely, petite, 
shapely, attractive, 50ish 
travel/dancing partner. By: 
healthy, widowed WCM, 
70ish, 5'8”", 185lbs, lonely 
businessman. 41676 (exp: 
3 a, is 
RUGGED GOOD 
LOOKS 
Live in Rl, work in Boston. 
SWM, 33, 6’, 195lbs, 
brown/hazel, handsome 
professional. Into the arts, 
sculpture, mountain biking, 
skiing (Killington!), golf, din- 
ner & drinks. Seeking laid- 
back, free-thinking, beauti- 
ful single female with great 
sense of humor. 71441 
(exp: 1/14) ap) 
SHY WILDMAN 
Sharp, sweet, eclectic mis- 
chief-maker. Interests from 
orchids to motorcycles. 
Professional, fit, lotso fun. 
Seeking sassy, bright, 
attractive, professional 
woman with zest for life, 
24+. Whattaya say? 71647 
(exp: 1/14) 






















































To place your FREE Personal call 61 7-859-DATE 


It's okay to give up on love, 
but not without a fight 
DWM, 50, non-smoker, still 
wants it all. 271684 (exp 
1/21) 

AMAZING SWBIF? 
SM, 24,  brown/brown, 
5'10", 160lbs, very open- 
minded, fun, outgoing, intel- 
ligent, sexy, sound engi- 
neer, seeks Outgoing, funny, 
attractive woman for mature 
fun, inspiring relationship 
Be full of zest. 41420 (exp 
1/14) 

ADRENALINE 
Outgoing, adventurous 
male, 22, seeking artsy, 
intellectual woman who just 
loves to have fun 
Spontaneity and humor are 
crucial. Talk, dance, dine 
maybe more. Rebellion 
types and youth-finders 
welcome. 1648 (exp 
1/14) 

X-BROOKLYNITE 
Drifted out West, back to 
good pizza! SWM, 28, 6’, 
slim/athletic built, attractive, 
SOMETHING ABOUT 
MARY’s sense of humor 
slightly off kilter perspec- 
tive, casual, creative, urban- 
ite. Seeking funny, confi 
dent, somewhat spunky SF 
25-30. Lets share caffeine 
induced Sundays’ with 
mindless conversation 
1369 (exp: 1/14) p 

TRUE ROMANTIC 
Handsome SW\M, 24, study 
martial arts, ski/snowboard, 
rock climbing. Die-hard 
romantic. Sick of the bar 
scene. Seeking woman 
who's capable of open com- 
munication, and HONEST! 
Please be attractive. inter- 
esting, and __ intelligent! 
2039 (exp: 1/28) 
BESTPRESENTEVER 
Have a zest to enjoy life to 
fullest? Join this young- 
looking/acting, successful 
professional, early 40s, for 
fun, special relationship 
with love, laughter, adven- 
ture, romance, outdoors 
trust, respect. Please be 30- 
40. T2044 (exp: 1/28) 

DO YOU EXIST? 
Professionally employed 
SWM, 29, 6'1", 210lbs, 
blond/biue, writer/musician 
seeks woman, with genius 
mind, uncomparable beau- 
ty, minimal baggage, fun- 
loving, funny, in other 
words, near perfection. Too 
much to ask? Join me on 
my many adventures 
2021 (exp: 1/28) 

THE LAST OF... 
the nice guys, SWM, 39 
5'9", medium weight/build, 
seeks female, age/race 
unimportant, for friendship 
first, possible relationship 
Must be easygoing, affec- 
tionate (lots.of hugs), with 
good sense of humor. All 
replies answered promptly 
1740 (exp: 1/21) 
KINDNESS/PASSION 
Sincere, passionate, fun- 
loving SWM, 29, teacher, in 
excellent shape, loves to 
read. Seeking compassion- 
ate, thoughtful SF, inquisi- 
tive, kind, and herself 
Friendship or relationship 
Give, live, learn and love 
1726 (exp: 1/21) 

WHERE ARE YOU? 


Southern NH professional 


business-owner a At, 
170lbs, black/bive in 
shape, attractive, not finding 
the right woman. Seek 
woman, 30s, cute, short 


okay, in shape, likes lakes 
beach, warm winter vaca 


tions. Kids okay. 1691 
(exp: 1/21) 
TEDDY BEAR 


Do you need a teddy bear 
to keep you warm at night? 
Someone to snuggle with 
on those cold days? You'll 


have one in me. 41415 
(exp: 1/14) 
IRREVERENCE 


Intelligent, active, profes- 
sional SWM, 27, seeks self- 
assured SWF to challenge 
me on many levels! Join me 
on the ski slopes or at the 
symphony... or perhaps a 
cup of coffee? 471426 (exp 
1/14) 

LET’S B FRIENDS 
Let's be real... | have avoid 
ed a serious relationship for 
4 years (post divorce). | 
have my act together, pic 
available if you have one, a 
lot of fun and ready! %#2033 
(exp: 1/28) 







KIND GUY SEEKS... 
SWM, 25, 5'11”, 190lbs, 
works in the Arts, into music 
(classic to jazz to rock), art, 
theatre, the outdoors, sort 
of earthy-crunchy, seeks 
SF, 18-30, with similar inter- 
ests. Looking for someone 
with a kind heart. Smoker 
2034 (exp: 1/28) _ 

SOULSTICETIME 
Heart, love, loyalty, spiritual- 
ity, honesty, exuberant sex 
uality, evolving mutuality of 
values, commitments, life 
celebration. | am naturally 
slender and athletic, and 
am attracted to same 
™ 2038 (exp: 1/28) 

ARE YOU THERE? 
Athletic, reserved SWM, 
5'10", interests include 
movies, dining out, pool, 
traveling, working out, and 
sports. Seeking athletic, 
attractive SWF, with similar 
interests, for fun, and 
romance. 2042 (exp 
1/28) . 

EXCEPTIONAL MAN 
Accomplished, successful 
Caim, but passionate 
Conservative outside 
Surprisingly playful inside 
Enjoys _ skiing squash 
Scrabble, silliness. Desire 
spirited woman, comfort- 
able with her looks, proud of 
her mind. 2017 (exp 
1/28) 

ANSWER THIS ONE! 
Seeking professional, inde- 
pendent, educated woman, 
22-34, who doesn’t need 
anyone, yet chooses to 
enjoy sharing life's 
simple/complex pleasures 
Nice guy, 28, 6'2”, 195ibs, 
searching for cool counter- 
part. Let's get lost! 12024 
(exp: 1/28) 

CALICO IN BOOTS 
Seeking non-smoking com- 
panion for 31 year-old BM 
with a dry sense of humor, a 
dash of romance, a taste for 
classical music, and a 
sprinkle of sincerity. 21970 
(exp: 1/21) 

LET’S GO! 

SWM, > 28, 6'2”, 185lbs, 
seeks SWF, 24-28, who 
knows what she wants and 
can speak right up. Me 
independent-minded, 
warm, caring. Enjoys din- 
ner, movies, conversation, 
hanging out, fun. 91427 
(exp: 1/14) - 

NORTH SHORE 
Tall, fit, active, attractive, 
curious, clean cut, confi- 
dent, gentle, patient, retired 
young, very secure, tolerant 
DWM, 40s, with 6 year-old 
kid, non-smoker soft 
hands, not bald, able 
provider, enjoys everything 
especially hiking, biking, 
exploring, anything with 
kids, music, books, film, 
plays, food, wine, herbs, 
going out, hanging in. You 
should be a cute female, 
willing pleasure seeker, who 
wants to have fun, feel 
good, and have an easy life 
T1359 (exp: 1/18) 
TRAVELING PARTNER 
to experience life’s plea- 
sures. Scottish castles, 
Hawaiian volcanoes, sound 
of waves, sleeping in front 
of a fireplace, Mayan ruins, 
Kendall cinema, Johnny 
D's. Happy, healthy, positive 
WM, 38, attractive. 21362 
(exp: 1/14) 

EXEC/MUSICIAN 
Dark-haired, sensitive- 
eyed, attractive, young 38 
software developer by day, 
classic rocker by night 
Seeking politically aware, 
liberalish, talkative, attrac- 
tive SF, 28-40, for tennis, 
skiing, seafood, dancing, 
travel, and life's adventures. 
71364 (exp: 1/14) 

SEEKING ASIAN 
Asian female sought by Tall, 
Dark and Handsome SWM, 
37, passionate, sincere 
affectionate, playful, Italian 
Prefer casual activities and 
laid-back lifestyle. Sincere 
responses only, please. Live 
your dreams! T2035 (exp 
1/28) a 

MOONDANCE 
SWM, 31, 5'8”, 175lbs, 
brown/blue, loves dining 
out, movies, comedy clubs 
Seeking SF, 23-34, who has 
similar interests, and is 
looking for companionship, 
leading to possible relation- 
ship. T2066 (exp: 1/28) 

DRUMS OF PASSION 

Sensuous, energetic drum- 
mer who doesn't know 
when to stop, seeks sensu- 
ous, energetic dancer who 
isn't afraid to start! Young 
heart, physically fit body, 
and kind soul preferred 
71713 (exp: 1/21) 
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LUVA GENTLEMAN 
Desire slender, passionate 
nurturing woman over 45 
5'5"+, who can share feel- 
ings, excitement for life with 
excellent dancer, golfer 
Love sharing cooking and 
long walks. 1390 (exp 
i) _— a 

TRAVELING TO CT? 
Artisan, late 30s, dark, sexy 
good looks, seeks busi- 
nesswoman or sensually 
curious traveler to 
Connecticut for laid back, 
romantic evenings. Good 
food, wine, alone together 
with the lights down low 
1414 (exp: 1/14) 
YOU'RE AN ANGEL... 
who listens to the devil 
perched on your shoulder 
SWM, 30, brown/brown, 6’, 
235lbs. Very athletic trans- 
plant from the Northwest 
Seeking fit/athletic pretty 
redhead for great conversa- 
tion and possible relation- 
ship. 41646 (exp: 1/14) 

CUDDLE BEAR 
SWM, 30, tall, _‘ thick 
blond/green, looking for 
funny, creative woman, to 
share interests in city and 
travel. 1738 (exp: 1/21) _ 

CUTE GUY 

Kind, affectionate SWM, 27, 
seeks female companion for 
music, food, friends, and 
fun. I'm a weekend jazz 
musician and weekday 
engineer/science type 
T 1386 (exp: 1/14) 

“AND THEN...” 
Novelist seeks friend, lover 
Me: Tall, dark, and hand- 
some — humble too! 32, 
DWM, cultured, caring, pas- 
sionate, loyal, verbal, witty, 
fun. Enjoy people, books, 
working out, the arts, intelli 
gent. conversation. You 
Unique, passionate, kind, 
curious, communicative, 
well-read, slender, pretty 
Special. #1121 (exp: 1/7) 

SHARE OUR LIVES 
Masculine, intelligent, hon- 
est, humorous, unconven- 
tional male, 33, 5'11 
165ibs brown/blue in 
shape, enjoys outdoors 
kids, dogs, real conversa- 
tion. Seeking meaningful 
connection. Prefer younger, 
in shape, Latino/ Asian a 
plus. #1081 (exp: 1/7) 

JUST LOOKING 
You: Open-minded, intelli- 
gent, healthy mind/body, 
spontaneous, good conver- 
sationalist. Me: All of the 
above. Interested? Leave 
me a message! %%2037 
(exp: 1/28) 

ATTRACTIVE... 
professional, healthy SBM, 
42, non-smoker, with many 
interests. Seeking available 
female, 25-40, any race, 
under 5'8”, with proportion- 
ate weight, for a long-term, 
monogamous relationship 
72061 (exp: 1/28) 






acola 


FREE to check your messayes, 
and FREE to meet some really cool people! 


Call 617-859-3283 


to place your Phoenix Personal 


supplies limited 


LOOKING 4 YOU! 
Smart, open, funny, mis 
chievous self-employed 
man, 5'8", medium build 
looking for similar female 
2056 (exp: 1/28) 

MARATHON MAN... 
tall, over-educated, 25 
seeks miracie woman, to 
share his love for beaches, 
extra cheese pizza, and 
anything else that makes 
life beautiful. 221727 (exp 
1/21) 

GENUINE... 
sincere, caring, attractive 
SWM, 42, 59”, 150lbs, very 
fit/fun, seeks romantic 
attractive female, for long 
term relationship. 421732 


(exp: 1/21) 

ENIGMA 
Alas, fate for Aquarius WM 
34, gifted, seeking an 
improbable angel. 21428 
(exp: 1/14) 


FUN IN THE BIG CITY 
Interested in meeting 35 
year old man, for fun 
adventure, from the city to 
the mountains?. Put on your 
dancing shoes, hiking 
boots. Whatever suits your 
fancy, we'll find a way! 
7 1078 (exp: 1/7) ; 
ATTRACTIVE... 
female, 21-35, sought by 
SWM, 28, 6'1", attractive, 
for exciting get togethers 
this Winter. Must be adven 
turous and spontaneous! 
2063 (exp: 1/28) | 


ASIAN 
Attractive, athletic, profes 
sional SM, 5'10", 185ibs 


enjoys cooking, dining out 
dancing and music. Seeking 
educated, attractive SAF. 
for possible relationship 
2029 (exp: 1/28) 
FUN-LOVING GUY! 
SM, 22, looking for some- 
one to have fun with; bowl- 
ing skiing clubbing, 
movies. Seeking SF, for 
these activities, friendship 
possibly more. Guaranteed 
reply! #1971 (exp: 1/25) 
PIXY-BOY 
with curly red-blond hair. 24 
skinny, soft voice, feminine 
features, seeks woman 
25+, to drive insane or vice 
versa. 1681 (exp: 1/21) 
SEEK BLACK FEMALE 
Seeking BF. Honest DBM, 
48, looks 35, 6’, 200ibs, 
vegetarian muscular 
Seeks athletic, non-smoker, 
drug-free, for possible long- 
term relationship. 25729 
(exp: 1/18) 

TRAVELER! 
Seeking someone to date 
on weekends — | travel dur- 
ing the week. I'm very funny 
and lovable. 4271397 (exp 
1/14) 

MUSICIAN 
25, 6'2”, into cooking, travel, 
dogs, and good conversa- 
tion. Seeking compatible 
companion. 1417 (exp 
1/14) 


and get 


Liz Phair’s 
new CD, 


espaccegg 










SOULMATE EXISTS 
Seeking the right woman for 
relationship composed of 


honesty, respect and 
unconditional love. She is 
honest with herself before 
all else! Does she exist? 
T 1640 (exp: 1/14) 
TRAVEL COMPANION 
SWM, 34, black/brown, 5'7’ 
good to fair shape. Some 
interests: mountain biking, 
computers, vintage 
Mustangs, travel (been to 
Greece twice), movies... to 
name a few. 41120 (exp 
1/7) 

AN INTERESTING 
UNEXPECTED MIX 

A warm heart, honest to the 
core SWM 34, near 
Boston, strong/sensitive 
outgoing/ introspective 
Harley-riding, blue jean 
wearing/ business owner 
blue collar/committed to 
personal growth, respectfu 
of individuality/believes in 
community. Enjoys sports, 
but not fanatic, music lov 
ing, non-smoking, non 
drinking, considered nice- 
looking, easy to talk with, 
considerate, good punster. 
great hugger. Seeking reci- 
procal, loving, lasting rela- 
tionship with slim affection- 
ate, health conscious, 25- 
32, under 5'8", S/DWF, 
comfortable with herself, 
prefers biue collar/blue col- 
lar roots, tom boy streak a 
bonus. 1072 (exp: 1/7) 

MIND O’R MATTER 
Aware, warm, wise, articu- 
late, Communicative. high 
tech pundit 5’9” 
Scandinavian, brown/blue 
Writer/composer/philoso- 
pher, with satiable curiosity 
about Epistemology, 
Egyptology, ali the other - 
ologies and deep, pulchri 
tudinous you. 41079 (exp 
1/7) 

EASYGOING SWM... 
19, 145ibs, enjoys skiing, 
socializing, working out, 
sports and going out 
Seeking female, 18-21, who 


has similar interests. for 


possible relationship 

72041 (exp: 1/28) 
ECLECTIC 

SWM, 42, lawyer, pilot, 


actor, internet sales, seeks 
athletic SF, for interesting 
times, unconventional rela- 
tionship. @O (exp: 1/25) 


ECLECTIC 
SWM, 42, lawyer, pilot 
actor, internet sales 


Seeking athletic SF, for 
interesting times, uncon 
ventional relationship 


2057 (exp: 1/28) 
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Place your FREE 
Phoenix Personal 


by phone 


Ol/-0)9-3203 


Weekdays 8am to Midnight 
Weekends IOam to 6pm 


on the web 
www.bostonphoenix.com 
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OR 


use the coupon in this section 
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Good messages get good results. 
When responding to a personal, mention some specific things 


about you. And, answer any questions from the person's 
voice greeting. It will give them a little picture of you. 


To respond to a personal, call 


976-3366 


Outside greater Boston, call 


1-900-370-2015 


Call costs $1.99 a minute. Must be 18+. 
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long-lasting 


1/28) 


business owner, 
good-looking, for 


1/28) 


Women 
Continued 


MODERATE 
SWM, 31, seeks family- 
minded, moderate SF, for a 
partnership 
and more. 2047 (exp: 





MARRIAGE-MINDED.... 
good-looking SWM, 
marriage-minded SWF, also 


possibilities. 2172018 (exp: 





LOVE KEROUAC? 
SWM, 30, red/blue, 5’6”, 
recent arrival from New 
Orleans, seeks college- 
educated woman, 25-35, 
race open, for weekends 
out in Boston, possible 
long-term relationship. Beat 
poetry, literature lovers a 


plus. 11109 (exp: 1/7) 





Boston Phoenix Personals form 


How to respond to Phoenix Personals: 


1. Dial 976-3366 or 1-900-370-2015 outside Greater Boston. Thom 


BRAZILIAN 
Strong, sensible, lovable 
Brazilian student, 26, in 
America for 5 years, seeks 
drug-free friend, that enjoys 
music, culture, cats/dogs. 
Boston area. 171734 (exp: 


1/21) _ 

SBM, 6'3", 220ibs, enjoys 
traveling, museums, cultur- 
al events, seeks slim, cute, 
sexy, intelligent AF, 28-38, 
with similar interests. No 
barflys. 11372 (exp: 1/14) | 
CHALLENGING MAN... 
31,  blond/blue, 5°10", 
160lbs, irreverent, seeks 
woman, 25-35, who appre- 
ciates the absurdity of life. 
must be bright, witty, and 
occasionally silly. Long- 
term relationship possible 
but not a priority. 171083 


(exp: 1/7) 








LOST “BLACK 
SHEEP” 
Lonesome too! SWM, 
artist/musician, considered 
attractive but hospitalized 
since ‘94 — better now. 
Seeking SWF cutie, aka 
“Bo Peep,” to get tail wag- 
ging again! 1422 (exp: 

1/14) - 

Creative, classy, single 
black musician, 57, 6’, fit, 
non-smoker, great sense 
humor, seeking female 39+, 
for dating, possible long- 
term relationship. T2027 
(exp: 1/28) 

A VERY EXCEPTIONAL 
GUY! Attractive, fit, profes- 
sional DWM, 37, affection- 
ate, active, adventurous, 
highly educated, and cul- 
tured. I’m romantic, consid- 
erate, down-to-earth, eclec- 
tic, and fun! 21383 (exp: 
1/14) 











DWM businessman, 56, 
5'7", 150lbs, seeking sexy, 
petite, open-minded, fun- 
loving woman for friend- 
ship, companionship, and 


more. 41425 (exp: 1/14) 


costs $1.99 a minute and you must be 18 or older. 

When the system answers simply follow the easy instructions and 
enter the box number of the ad that interests you. If you'd like you 
can also browse the greetings of all ads within the category. 


. Normally you'll hear that person's voice greeting. If by chance that 


person has not recorded a greeting, you can still leave a message 


for them. 


the best time to reach you. 


. Leave a private message. Be sure fo leave your phone number and 


. You.can now enter another box number and if you choose a 
message for that box holder as well. 
. You can respond to any box with a 42 via mail. Just put your 


fetter in an envelope with the box number clearly marked on the 


front of the envelope. Place it in another envelope. You may send more 
than one letter in the envelope. 
. All responses will be forwarded directly to the addressee on a 


weekly basis for up to six weeks after publication. 


, Respond by mail to ads with 2 only, mailed responses will not 


be forwarded to ads requesting phone responses only. 


. Have a great time meeting someone new. 







Athletic DWM, 30, 5'7”, 
175ibs, good shape, seek- 
ing petite, slim S/DWF, for 
fun, friendship, and 
romance. Kids ok. South 
Shore. 471655 (exp: 1/14) _ 





Spontaneous, easygoing 
SBM, 31, 5'11”, 200Ibs, ath- 
letic build, seeks SF, 
age/race unimportant, who 
works out/likes dancing, for 
possible relationship. 
T1382 (exp: 1/14) 
Handsome, fit DWM, 34, 6’, 
200lbs, height/weight pro- 
portionate, seeks tall, cute 
S/DF, 20-40, who loves 
wearing tight jeans. T8733 
(exp: 1/11) ihe 
Cool, creative, charming, 
zany SWM, 28, 6’, 195ibs, 
athletic, artist, likes danc- 
ing, laughter, fun. Seeking 
SF for possible long-term 
relationship. t2032 (exp: 
1/28) 

Self-centered male, tired of 
morals, and complicated 
ethics, seeks beautiful, 
amoral, fluff doll, for enter- 
tainment and amusement 
21747 (exp: 1/21) 
SWM, 6'1", 200Ibs very 
attractive, seeks exotic 
beauty who is intelligent, 
health-conscious, indepen- 
dent, creative, for vibrant 
relationship with same 
1423 (exp 1 /14) 
Introvert, SWM, 30, on the 
short side, kinda skinny, 
head full of useless knowl- 
edge, smokes, into reading, 
yoga, meandering. Seeking 
SF, 20s to 30s, intelligent, 
kind, humorous, given to 
paradox. 71075 (exp: 1/7) 
SWM, 50, 6 hk 
brown/blue, non-smoker, 
social drinker, doesn't like 
sports. Looking for new 
adventures with Catholic 
woman. Hyannis 92014 
(exp: 1/28) _ 

Attractive SWM, 35, with 
many good qualities, seeks 
Asian woman, for one-on- 
one relationship. T1969 
(exp: 1/21) 

SWM, 43, 62", 190lbs, 
gourmet cook, business 
executive, seeks tall, exotic 
Latin SF, 25-35, for dining, 
romance, leading to mar- 
riage. T1381 (exp: 1/14) 
“The resolution of all the 
fruitless searches.” Cool, 
cute, sweet Cusack, 31, 
chef, seeks Skye for roman- 
tic bliss. Simple enough? 
71378 (exp: 1/14) _ 

Poet, guitarist, social justice 
activist, spiritual, sincere, 
humanitarian SWM, 44, 
non-drinker, non-smoker, 
enjoys art, literature, film. 
Seeking sincere, idealistic 


woman. 6409 (exp: 1/11) 
Honest, sincere, decent, 
educated SWM, 54, seeks 
SA/WF who believes in love 
and wants a committed 
relationship. 271374 (exp: 


1/14) 
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1. Check Category: [_] Women Seeking Men 
[_] Men Seeking Men 


2. Compose Your Personal: 
Bold Headline (15 characters Max. $6.00) 


Personal Copy (First 20 words are FREE) 









3. Additional Options: 


Fret 20 Words... 6. ccecvces A c. — aanOr 

Options: 
Add'l Word @ $1.25 each.... 
Bold Headline............ . $6.00... 
REINS i loscis are naosenn vides Sine Wh $8.00.... 
ons cies Sails Soa wae od koe ae 
Multiply by # of weeks (2 week Min.)........... 
MORI 5 eu eG cenackuedean careers 





L.A. TO BOSTON 
SWM, 25, 5°10”, 195, 
brown/brown, laid back, 
athletic, cute looks, enjoys 
working out, great conver- 
sation, sports, movies, pints 
of Guinness. Seeking 
sociable, fit SWF, 21-28, 
who is confident but not 
afraid to make fun of her- 
self. 171433 (exp: 1/14) _ 

BALD DUDE 
SWM, 34, 120lbs, 5'4”, 
seeks 27-37 SF. Love to 
travel, discover new places. 
| also act, sing, hike. Let's 
discover each other! 
71094 (exp: 1/7) 

HUMOROUS 

HARVARD 
Ph.D., fit 5'8", 175ibs, 44, 
businessman, Anthro- 
pologist, Farmer, loves 
insightful conversation and 
shooting stars. 7797 
(exp: 1/28) | 4 

PRESENTFORYOU?~ 
How about a laid back, 
easy-going, adventurous, 
humorous, male type, with 
all the trimmings. Long- 
term relationship. Kids. 
Pets. Ups and Downs. 
Outdoors and_ indoors. 
Music, theater, hikes, festi- 
vals, skiing, board games. 
71395 (exp: 1/14) 

JUST SAYING HI 
SM, 56, 5'11", 250lbs, 
brown/brown. Police officer 
31 years, retiring next year, 
also part-owner of transport 
company. Like golf, bowling, 
dancing, dining in or out, 
card playing. East Boston. 
171416 (exp: 1/14) _ 
DESTINY SEARCHER 
| believe that people 
should: Work like they don't 
need the money, Love like 
tney have never been hurt, 
Dance like no one is watch- 
ing, and Pretend that every 
day is Christmas. 771419 
st 

SBF WITH A SMILE © 
SWM, 33, professional, 
non-smoker, athletic, seeks 
SBF, 20-30, with same 
interests in ethnic dining, 
travel, cinema, working out, 
nightlife. Varied interests. 
Looking for workout part- 
ner/possible relationship. 
1641 (exp: 1/14) 

FUN SWM, 36 
Intelligent, attractive, 
romantic professional, with 
great sense of humor. Into 
movies, cycling, dining, 
cooking. Seeking fit, attrac- 
tive, Boston-area SWF, 25- 
35, non-smoker, who's will- 
ing to lie about how we met. 
1737 (exp: 1/21) 

WHY ME? 
Because |’m so easy to 
hang with. Hard-working 
guy into sports, camping, 
hiking, and most important- 
ly, family. No kids, never 
married. Be attractive and 
have a positive attitude. 


Ciao. 11642 (exp: 1/14) 








In order to retrieve your messages, you must record a Voice Greeting. 
4. Confidential Information: we cannot print your personal without it 


Name: 
Address: 


$0.00 


City: 


Zip Code: 


[_] Men Seeking Women 
[_] Women Seeking Women 


BREREER MARRS RB Hs 


Kind, good listener, com- 
municator, educated, fit, 
somewhat traditional, 
somewhat nontraditional 
dependable DWPM, 42, 
seeks warm, liberal, inde- 
pendent SWF. Cambridge 
area. 11118 (exp: 1/7) _ 
Spontaneous, attractive, 
wacky, polished, _ silly, 
friendly SWM, 27, 5'6”, only 
half weird. Lover of music, 
food, fun, passion... life. 





1112 (exp: 1/7) 
Humorous, affectionate 


SWM, 41, seeks fun-loving, 
outgoing, commitment- 
minded sweetheart, for life- 
time of hugs, kisses, danc- 
ing, romancing. Serious 
calls only please. 71114 
(exp: 1/7) _ 

Attractive SWM, 32, 5'7”, 
130Ibs, designer, cherish 
good: food, films, books. 
Good cook and skier, intelli- 
gent, shy, warm, quiet wit. 
11107 (exp: 1/7) 

AN OXYMORON? 
Somewhat silly, somewhat 
serious. Looking for a 
happy, funny, attractive, 
confident woman for debat- 
ing the issues of life and not 
taking things too seriously. 
71394 (exp: 1/14) 

'M LOOKIN’ 
Male seeking WF, 28-38, 
biking, boating, fishing, 
music, anything active. 
Sincere, honest, fun, 
adventurous, professional, 
independent personality 
would be great. Call... 


1645 (exp: 1/14) 








Fill out and mail this form to: Phoenix Personals, 126 Brookline Ave., Boston, MA 02215. Or call (617) 859-3283 to place your 
personal weekdays from 8am - 12 midnight, weekends from 10am - 6pm, or fax your personal to (617) 450-8600. By Internet: 


Home Phone: 
Credit Card # 


sii [-]}mc [_] Visa [] AMEX Exp. Date: 





Signature: 





Honest, good-looking, 
friendly, athletic profession- 
al SWM, 28, in Rhode 
Island, enjoys skiing, bik- 
ing, reading. Seeking fit, 
similar SWF, 22-28. T1105 
(exp: 1/7) 

SWM, 28, likes cozy ‘nights 
with that special lady. 
Seeking cute, slender SBF, 
20-28, for long-term rela- 
tionship. 1#7843 (exp: 1/4) 
SWM, 40, 5°10", 190lbs, 
non-smoker, hard-working, 
honest, humorous, loves 
outdoors/my Harley. 
Seeking attractive SWF, 30- 
40, kids/ smoker ok. For 
long-term relationship. 
1127 (exp: 1/7) 

We are too nice, attractive 
and lively to be single, so 
let's spend time together . 
T6429 (exp: 1/4) 

Tall, dark, handsome SWM, 
31, 6'2”, 200lbs, european 
looks seeks unique 
younger woman, 18-24, 
ready to be treated right. 
1074 (exp: 1/7) 

FIT AND ACTIVE 
DWM, 60, 5'11”, 188lbs, 
blue eyes, sportsman, biz 
owner. Seeking attractive, 
active partner with zest for 
life, for good times and pos- 
sible long-term relationship. 
1388 (exp: 1/14) 

CHALLENGE ME! 
SM, 30, 5°11", 178lbs, 
dark/hazel, very athletic 
and fit. Seeking female with 
similar characteristics to 
challenge me intellectually 
and physically. 1418 
(exp: 1/14) 














C) Hiv+ category 
[_] Eye Contact 












State: 


Email (optional): 


or Work Phone: 
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SEEKING ROMANCE 
Smart, romantic, honest 
male, interested in going 
out to movies, music. 
Seeking a woman who can 
share her time with me. 
1389 (exp: 1/14) 

FUNLUVNMUSICIAN 
..seeking fun-loving, attrac- 
tive, Christian woman. 
1652 (exp: 1/14) 

MUSCULAR 

SBM, mid-20s, 5'7", muscu- 
lar physique, seeking SF, 
also into working out, for 
friendship, maybe more. Like 
live music and just chilling 
out at home. 771651 (exp: 
1/14) 

OLDER WOMAN 
Attractive SWM, 35, seeks 
attractive SF, who is inter- 
esting, adventurous and 
spontaneous, for fun and 
romance. T8819 (exp: 1/4) 

GET ME HOOKED! 

Caring, sensitive, romantic, 
positive, outgoing, passion- 
ate, flexible, easygoing, 
spontaneous DWM, 39, 
with priorities in order. 
Seeking S/DWF, 25-40, 
with many of the same 
qualities. I’m a great catch, 
hook me! 21086 (exp: 1/7) 
Honest, sincere SWM, 48, 
seeks S/DWF, splendid dis- 
position, great sense of 
humor, with similar quali- 
ties, enjoys movies, theater, 
Red Sox. Lu, you had a 
cold, mumber unclear, 
respond again. %7821 
(exp: 1/25) 

ARE YOU OUT 
THERE? 

Still searching. SWJM, 29, 
5'10”, 180lbs, cute, fit, car- 
ing, seeks cute, kind SWF, 
21-33, to be my one and 
only. #5028 (exp: 1/18) _ 

FREEDOM... 
means many different 
things, but for me it means 

a divorce in progress. 
Attractive WM, 35, 5'10”, 
205iIbs, father of two girls, 
open-minded Libertarian 
with upbeat attitude, 
seeks...? 771099 (exp: 1/7) 
Very handsome, blond, 42, 
ex-pro-athlete, classy, 
selective, seeking very 
pretty, shapely lady approx- 
imately 26-38, race open. 
1424 (exp: 1/14) 

NIGHT AND DAY 
Are you the one? SWM, 33, 
5'8”, 150lbs, brown/blue, 
creative, ambitious, Ivy- 
educated, professional. 
Seeking smart, pretty, 
spontaneous SAF, with 
sense of humor. 1076 


(exp: 1/7) 

















To place your FREE Personal call 


WANNA HAVE FUN? 
Military police officer, SWM, 
24, 5'10”, 175ibs, 
brown/blue, enjoys exer- 
cise, romance, pure fun, 
and the beach. Seeking a 
woman, 18-30, for possible 
relationship. tF1085 (exp: 
|? 5, SE 
Here he is: romantic, ‘tender 
SWM, 29, is looking for 
attractive, slender SWF, 21- 
34, to love and be loved by. 
9488 (exp::1/25) _ 
Freelance writer, 38, 6'2", 
dark hair, green eyes, 
adventure traveler, littera- 
teur, fitness addict, seeks 
worldly, artsy, in-shape soul 
mate. 179791 (exp: 1/25) 
Successful, attractive, intel- 
ligent, SWM, 31, 5°11”, 
195ibs, business owner, 
seeks average, easygoing 
female, any race, 20-45, for 
lasting relationship. 179151 
(exp: 1/25) 

Asian woman wanted for 
one-on-one _ relationship 
with attractive SWM, 35, 
who has many good quali- 
ties. TP2009 (exp: 1/28) 
Handsome, sexy, romantic 
SW\M, 24, seeks nice SWF, 
19-29, tired of club/bar 
scene, to stay home and 
cuddie with me. 6771 
(exp: 1/16) 
NEEDS ASIAN’ 
GODDESS 
Small business owner, 
brown/blue, 6’, dimples, 
medium built. Loves sports, 
outdoor activities, MFA. 
Looking for that special 
Asian girl. £91110 (exp: 1/7) 

STILL SEARCHING 
Interests: sailing, skiing, 
cycling, fine wine and food. 
More experienced than 
most, still searching for that 
special individual to learn 
and share with! 1111 
a aE 
Romantic, sincere, giving 
DWM, no kids, straight 
musician, seeks honest, 
open S/DF, 30-45, for 
friendship first, possibly 
more. T7464 (exp: 1/25) 
Adorable SWM, 29, seeks 
pretty, slender SAF, 20-29, 
for conversation, a serious 
relationship that will lead to 
something very special. 
727799 (exp: 1/18) 
Down-to-earth, young 30- 
ish guy, 5’8”, 165lbs, shoul- 
der-length brown hair, 
Harley Davidson, seeks 
young lady, 25-35, for dat- 
ing, movies, beach, dinner. 
71430 (exp: 1/14) 














SUCCESSFUL, 
ATTRACTIVE, KIND 
Very successful, good-look- 
ing male, 6'1”, 180ibs, with 
many interests, seeks phys- 
ically fit, very pretty lady, 
30-40, for dating, possible 
relationship. 1106 (exp: 

1/18) 
Candlelight search. 
Handsome, trim WM, 6’, 
unmarried businessman. 
You: 40s, sensuous philo- 
sophical cant, who enjoys 
music, dancing, film, 
intense conversation. 
9150 (exp: 1/11) 

SWEETHEART... 
sought. BM, 39, 5°10”, 
200ibs, car/job, needs good 
woman, 25-40, any race, 
kind, stable, to enjoy 
movies, theatre, fairs, fun, 
and more. 1088 (exp: 
3 eee 

ARE WE BASHERT? 

Energetic Mensch, Law stu- 
dent, youthful 49; fit, fun, lit- 
erate. Seeking cute, literate 
Menschette, for Chuppah, 
Children, Challenges, and 
Chuckles. 271090 (exp: 1/7) 
Less than slim SWM, 30, 
bald/brown, Boston 
Patrolman, ex-Marine, 
raised in J.P., seeks SF, 
race unimportant, for din- 
ners, light conversation. 
1429 (exp: 1/14) 
Handsome, Ivy-MBA, 35+, 
seeks attractive profession- 
al S/DF, for profound con- 
versations, joy, true loving 
relationship, happiness, 
and marriage. 178775 (exp: 
1/18) 
Seeks attractive, fit, SWF, 
26-39, with sense of humor. 
Wanted by nice looking, 
outgoing, warm-hearted 
SWM, 38, 6'1”, 210lbs, 
brown/ green. 278845 (exp: 
1/4 

TRAVELING MAN 
Handsome, Mediterranean 
man, 32, looking for an 
intelligent woman. | am 
often traveling, but we can 
plan to see each other, for 
possible relationship. 


1077 (exp: 1/7) 











Ally McBeal wanted. 
Handsome SWM, 29, loves, 
poetry, flowers, seeks affec- 
tionate SF, 20-32, for a sin- 
cere, serious relationship. 
9114 (exp: 1/11) 

4 YOUR APPROVAL 
Fun 2 be with, but serious, 
competent in all. 
Handsome, winning smile, 
good body, mysterious, 
long hair, sharp dresser. 
Individual, not weird. On the 
side: Writing, photography, 
visual arts. Hopes to suc- 
ceed in art medium, while 
maintaining my small busi- 
ness. Loves kids. Seeking 
motivated, creative, active, 
beautiful, thoughtful 
woman. £2054 (exp: 1/28) 

LOVESTRUCK 
SWM, 32, interests in 
music, theater, painting, 
playing the piano, and 
sports. Seeking similar 
female, educated, well- 
rounded person, who 
enjoys good conversation, 
good sense of. humor. 
2068 (exp: 1/28) 

READ HERE! 

SM, 26, 5'8”", 180lbs, fit, 
athletic type, likes 
rollerblading, the beach, 
working out, and other out- 
door activities. I'm a nice 
guy, looking for someone 
cute, fit, and funny. 272060 
(exp: 1/28) _ 
IRISH EYES 

Irish guy, 33, seeks bright, 
slim, attractive, happy 
female, 25-35, 2 share life. 
2050 (exp: 1/28) 

SOUL REBEL 
Renaissance man, loving 
the quest for knowledge in 
all things, seeks graceful 
lady to join his search. 
Strength of mind, body and 
soul important. 2049 
(exp: 1/28) 

Good-looking professional 
Israeli man, 46, 170lbs, 
seeks female for long-term 
relationship, with trust, hon- 
esty, and openness. 


1974 (exp: 1/25) 














617-859-DATE 


Men 
Seeking 
Men 


CUTE, IN SHAPE 
Masculine SWM, 20s, dark 
hair, light brown eyes, 
good-looking, 
Italian/French in Boston 
lvy-educated, into fitness, 
languages, beach. Seeking 
another smart, built, mas- 
culine guy, 24-32 only 
please. 171678 (exp: 1/21) 

ANGEL SEEKS HIS 

CHARLIE 

Cute, comedic, club-going 
GWM, 23, 5'8", 140lbs, 
brown/hazel, medium build, 
loves swimming, running, 
vintage cartoons. Seeking 
handsome, funny GWM, 
20s-30s, to pull me from the 
pulsating ambiance of the 
dance floor... 179465 (exp: 
1/18) 

| WANT A SHORT 

guy. Good-looking, mascu- 
line WM, 39, brown/green, 
gym build, works out, 
enjoys laughing, dancing, 
etc. Seeking fun-loving 
short, regular build, passive 
man for dating, possibly 
more. No fems, drugs, 
heavy drinking. 1756 
(exp: 1/18) 
GWM, 31, 5'11", 165ibs, 
blond hair, in great shape, 
althletic, successful. Seeks 
similar fun guy for friend- 
ship and more. 1717 
(exp: 1/21) 

VERY HANDSOME 
Straight-acting, masculine, 
muscular GWM, 30, 5'11”, 
190lbs, nice body, into 
gym,. movies, quiet times, 
seeks similar, attractive, 
muscular male for work-out 
buddy, friendship, and 
more. 771821 (exp: 1/18) 

JOCK 
Masculine, smart, great- 
looking, non-scene WM, 31, 
5'10", 165ibs, lean muscu- 
lar, athlete, into sports, lift- 
ing, and the outdoors. 
Looking to meet similar, for 
friendship or more. #71725 
(exp: 1/21) _ 

BLOND SEEKS 
LOVER 
Relaxing body massage for 
straight/masculine, jock, 
athlete, college WM. I'm 
good-looking, in-shape 
WM, strong hands, you be 
fit, clean-cut, masculine 

151709 (exp: 1/25) 
BLACK OR 
HISPANIC 
Masculine, athletic, good- 
looking BM in Boston, 26, 
5'11”, 170lbs, into lifting 
and kicking it with another 
masculine B/H male, 21-32. 
1707 (exp: 1/21) 
SOMEONE 
SINCERE 
Optimistic, loyal, friendly, 
honest, outgoing, trustwor- 
thy, portuguese GM, 29, 
attends Dignity/ ManTalk, 
many interests: dancing, 
dining out, tourism and 
people. Seeking a possible 
relationship/connection 
with someone _ sincere. 
27861 (exp: 1/18) 
SERIOUS INQUIRIES 

ONLY 
25, stunning good 
looks/personality, athletic 
body and killer smile. 
Seeking someone who's 
incredibly good-looking with 
a great body. No excep- 
tions! 171744 (exp: 1/21) 

DOMINANT GWM 
GWM, 38, 5'10”, 190lbs, 
brown/blue, smooth, regu- 
lar build, Irish, boyish good 
looks. Seeking male, safe 
and sane. Race, age unim- 
portant. 71686 (exp: 1/21) 

THE REAL DEAL 
Good looking, athletic, 
humorous GWPM, young 
37, 6'0", 170lbs, blond/biue, 
who is committed and loyal. 
Seeks GM 28-38, similar to 
date/LTR. 1700 (exp: 
1/21 

READY FOR LOVE 
Italian, 5'10”, 150ibs, inex- 
perienced, but romantic, 
sensual. Seeking real talk, 
open feelings and non-pos- 
sessive love, with man, 37- 
52, race unimportant. 
1962 (exp: 1/21 

ASIAN ANYONE? 
GAM, 27, 5'5”, 130lbs, grad 
student, seeks GWM, 25- 
35, in good shape, non- 
smoker, drug/disease-free, 
with good sense of humor, 
for friendship, possibly 


more. 11729 (exp: 1/21) 
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New Year's 


Thursday Becdéinbae 31st 


66: VAT $,teox, ae 
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lad Place your FREE 


BVACNE pp yenix Personal 


at the 
Back in Black 


Party 
and get 


FREE CDs, 
cool stuff, 


and meet some 


great people! 


9:00 pm 1998 until 2:00 am 1999 


Carousel Ballroom 
World Trade Center 


Live Music Performed by Soul City 
and The Black Tie Affair Orchestra 


also, dance music by DJ Wes Jr., 
balloon drop, 


carving stations, 


party favors, 


gourmet pasta and 


free shuttle service 


A portion of the proceeds will be donated to Boston Cares 


Black Tie Optional 


For more info call: 617-425-VOICE 


TERA Gasrer, 
617/508) 931-2000 
tt OAR. trpdemnires 


http://boston.sidewalk.com/backinblack 


Successful GWM, young 
40s, slim, good-looking, 
great body, warm and sin- 
cere. You: GWM, 18-32, 
mature, committed, sincere, 
slim and attractive. T8556 
(exp: 2/20) 
GWM, 5'7", brown/blue, 
likes working out, running, 
camping, hiking, beaches, 
boating, and indoor/outdoor 
activities Seeking 
humerus, easygoing GWM, 
for friendship/relationship. 
1674 (exp: 1/21) 

NOT INTO SCENE 
Very good-looking, well 
educated, masculine, 
funny, professional BM, 23, 
5'7", 125ibs, with mostly 
Straight friends, enjoys 
movies, “Mr.Show,” working 
out. Seeking athletic, intelli- 
gent, fun, masculine guy, 
221-27, with a plan. 11972 
(exp: 1/25) 

NO LABEL 
Well-rounded GWM, 24, 
5'10”, 175lbs, athletic, with 
varied indoor/outdoor inter- 
ests. Seeking similar guy, 
22-32. Must be masculine, 
and into sanity, food, and 
fun. Not into scene. 12052 
(exp: 1/28) 

ARE YOU READY... 

to share life adventure with 
upbeat, 5'9”, attractive, sta- 
ble trim, non-smoking, 
brown/blue, masculine WM, 
late 40s? Seeking together, 
attractive A/WM, 32-45, 
professional, independent, 
good humored, caring, hon- 
est, spiritually awake. I'm 
energetic, into film, music, 
food, nature, travel, etc. Not 
into gay scene. Trust, laugh- 
ter, companionship are cen- 
tral. 71964 (exp: 1/21) 
Cute, artistic GWM, 40, 
5'3", 160lbs, hiker, outdoors 
lover, cultural, music craver. 
Seeking similar guy, 30-45 
to share experiences. 
Southern NH. 1699 (exp: 
1/21) 

MAN OF COLOR 
Honest, caring, good-look- 
ing GWM, 28, blond, ocean 
blue eyes, seeks black or 
Asian GM, 18-40, for com- 
panionship, friendship. 
Likes sports, videogames, 
music, and quiet times. 
1405 (exp: 1/14) 

STRAIGHT... 
Brazilian student, 30, good- 
looking, masculine-acting. 
I'm looking for a top, mas- 
culine friend, similar, taller, 
discreet, hot! #2022 (exp: 
1/28) - 














PIC Pit 
persona 


NEW TO BOSTON 
Good-looking BM, 29, 6'2”, 
170lbs, clean-cut, profes- 
sional. Enjoys movies, 
reading, gym, good food, 
weekend getaways, and 
passionate love. Seeking 
intelligent, good-looking, 
slim/muscular GM, 25-40, 
for dating, relationship. 
1650 (exp: 1/14) 

TALL, BLOND, 
TALENTED 
Athletic SGM, 27, 
blond/blue, new to town, 
seeks young, attractive, 
slender male, 18-27, for 
fun, exciting times. You 
won't be disappointed in my 
looks. Call for more infor- 
mation. 179468 (exp: 1/7) _ 
SEEKING 
PAUL BUNYON 
Handsome, masculine WM, 
27, 5'11”, easygoing, loyal, 
honest, seeks XXXL mas- 
culine WM, 21-35, for long- 
term relationship. 271963 

(exp: 1/21) 

MASSAGE ACTION 
Relaxing body massage for 
straight/masculine, jock, 
athlete, college WM. I'm 
good-looking, in-shape 
WM, strong hands, you be 
fit, clean-cut, masculine. 
1715 (exp: 1/21) 

ATHLETIC 
SM, 31, 5'9”, 150lbs, dark 
hair, blue eyes. Into out- 
doors and workout. Seeking 
another professional jock, 
22-35, who is masculine 
and good looking. 11387 
(exp: 1/14) 

NICE GUY 
Very attractive professional 
GWM, 32, 5'10”", 155ilbs, 
black/biue, clean-cut, fit, 
seeking tall, in-shape GM, 
20-40, for dating. 171408 
(exp: 1/14) 

LONG TERM 
Attractive, masculine, pro- 
fessional, relationship-ori- 
ented GWM, 26, 5°10", 
180lbs, solid build. 
Compassionate, amusing, 
adventurous traveller seeks 
similar for long -term rela- 
tionship. 1431 (exp: 1/14) 

NICE, SMART, UB2 
Cambridge GWM, 40, 
5’11", 175ibs, smooth, 
clean-cut, gymVrunner, not 
obsessed, seeks new 
friends, dates, potential 
long-term relationship. Love 
movies, history, food, wine. 
You: 25-42, trim, clean-cut, 
lacking in attitude. 11082 


(exp: 1/7) 














sidewalk.com 


Maker's 
&) Mark 


BRIGHTER NEW YEAR 
WM, 36, attractive, 5'2”, 
126ibs, non-smoker, 
height/weight proportion- 
ate, loving, honest, friendly. 
Seeking a SM outgoing, 
monogamous, fun, friend- 
ship, long-term relationship 
T5599 (exp: 1/11) 

MR. RIGHT 
Sincere, honest GWM, 28, 
6’, 185lbs, brown/biue, 
clean-cut, handsomely 
attractive, educated, 
romantic, seeks attractive 
GWM, 24-34, for rewarding, 
adventurous, and exciting 
— 72036 (exp: 
1/28) _ ia 
Handsome, | quiet, intelli- 
gent, sweet but: aggressive 
top guy, 34, 6’, 155ibs, likes 
Architecture, music, read- 
ing, fitness and slim guys, 
24-34, who are charming, 
vulnerable, smart. T2069 
(exp: 1/28) 

NOT LOOKING... 
for perfection... just hon- 
esty! Black male, 43, 6'1", 
240lbs, likes theatre, music. 
Seeking WM, 25-50, for 
friendship, possibly more. 
11730 (exp: 1/21) 

COLLEGE BOY > 
College boy looking for 
someone real, into more 
than just sex. I’m 5'9”, 
140lbs, brown/brown, 21. 
You're under 25, nice, cute. 
71392 (exp: 1/14) 

JUST HANGIN’ 
Cute, articulate guy seek- 
ing friend/over/ muse for 
dancing, Star Wars, 
Lynchian moodiness, 
laughing, MUSIC, general 
troublemaking. No drama, 
just good stuff. 20-some- 
thing to 30-ish. 1404 
(exp: 1/14) 

IS CUDDLING 

A LOST ART? 

No, nor is romance, caring, 
quality time. We can travel, 
smile, dine, sky dive, buy a 
puppy; but wouldn't it be 
better if shared? I'm late 
40s, you're young, vibrant, 
confident, warm. 
Relationships can work. 


1119 (exp: 1/7) _ 
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WARM SMILE 
Personality, passion, clever 
mind for... YOU? 6’, 170lbs, 
romantic, Italian, 
black/brown. 46 but taken 
for 30s. Seeking energetic, 
playful, artsy guy for 
fun/long-term relationship 
1409 (exp: 1/14) _ 
SCOOBY DOOBY DOO 
Where are you? 29 year-old 
Shaggy, in Somerville, 
seeks same for mystery 
solving, road trips, coffee, 
bowling, movies, and other 
laugh track-less adventures. 
No Freddies. #1123 (exp 
1 ER ea eae 

PICK ME! 
I"m 42, 5°10", 175ibs, 
brown/brown, in good 
shape, enjoys movies, din- 
ners with friends or alone 
with that special someone, 
traveling, biking, skiing, golf. 
T2064 (exp: 1/28) 

YOU MASCULINE — 
Seeking male, 30s-40s, with 
physical, spiritual, intellectu- 
al attributes, a sense of 
humor, HIV-. You Tarzan, me 
Jane. T1689 (exp: 1/21) | 

ASIAN MALE 
SAM, 33, 5'10", 155ibs 
Nice looking, a little shy, 
enjoy sports, music, film, 
conversation Seeking 
GWM, 30-40, for real rela- 
tionship. %#1407 (exp: 1/14) 


HANDSOME 
Masculine, caring, healthy, 
educated SHPM, 23, 5'5”, 
145ibs, black/brown 
Seeking loyal, honest, trust- 
worthy SWM, with similar 
interest/closet type, for seri- 
ous LTR. 21654 (exp: 1/14) 

~ CASUAL(?) DATES — 

GM, 31, pretty good looking, 
quasi-professional, very 
funny. Looking for guys my 
age (give or take a few 
years), for low pressure dat- 
ing. Let’s be casual and see 
what happens. 71095 (exp: 
1/7) 


Masculine guy 59, 157Ibs, 
non-scene, good looking, fit, 
jock, into non-smoking, 
beefy, masculine, blue-col- 
lar types for potential long- 
term relationship. 21743 
(exp: 1/21) 


Attractive college student, 
GWM, 21, 5'8", 130lbs, 
masculine, likes to give 
massages and have fun. 
Seeking student, 21-25 
71679 (exp: 1/21) 


GWM, 48, 5'10", 180lbs, 
muscular, hairy, wrestler, 
gentle and aggressive, 
seeks smaller, younger, 
smoother guy for cuddling 
and grappling. 271379 (exp: 
1/14) 


Attractive, “sincere GWM, 
52, seeks GBM, 40-54, pos- 


sible relationship, let's share 
lifes joys. 1373 (exp: 1/14) 


Attractive GWM, 25, 5'9", 
135lbs, brown/brown, good 
shape, 29” waist, seeks 
Straight-acting, in shape 
man, 28-45. Must be mas- 
culine, secure. T1965 (exp: 
i 1) es 
Partnerless 14yrs, clean- 
cut, lanky WM, 54, loves 
nature, Vivaldi, human- 
rights, science. Seeking 
non-smoker, non-hairy or 
Asian, best-friend, safe, 
affirmative long-term-rela- 
tionship. 21723 (exp: 1/21) 
Good-looking, active, retired 
GW\M, 61, 6’, 160lbs, seek- 
ing masculine, easy-going, 
outdoors, non-smoking 
partner for friendship and 
fun in Metrowest. 21649 
(exp: 1/14) __ 
Satirical philosophe WM, 
28, 5'11”, 145lbs, into indie 
films, politics, coffee shops, 
outdoors, museums, seeks 
slim, quirky guy, 20-30. 
1377 (exp: 1/14) 
GWPM, 35, 63”, 214lbs, 
conservative, masculine, 
loves sports, politics, NPR, 
friends and family. Seeking 
similar, good looking, mas- 
culine guy. 1380 (exp: 
1/14) 





NORTH OF BOSTON 
Closeted BiWM, 31, 5'8”, 
brown/hazel, bearded, new 
to scene, enjoys movies, 
running, reading. Seeking 
Bi/GWM, 22-48, for dis- 
creet, safe relationship. 
1115 (exp: 1/7) | 

ONE STEP BEYOND © 
Handsome WM, 24, 5'9”, 
150lbs, dark eyes, great 
smile, into punk, ska, horror 
movies, humor, animals, 
Guinness, friends, muse- 
ums. Seeking honest, spon- 
taneous, mature, white- 
bread nature boy/blue-collar 
guy/punk, slim/medium 
build, for long-term whatev- 
er. 79748 (exp: 12/31) 
Attractive, charismatic, ath- 
letic GWM, 23, 5°10", 
145ibs, brown/brown, not 
into scene, enjoys 
rollerblading, tennis, writing. 
Seeking GWM, 21-28, long- 
term relationship. 1104 
(exp: 1/7) 

MUSCLE STUD — 
Muscular, passionate, hard- 
bodied GWM, 5'11”, 215 
rock solid pounds, seeks 
attractive guy, must be mus- 
cular and masculine. 
T8564 (exp: 12/28) 








Slim SWM, 43, brown/blue, 
can be warm and cuddly, 
seeks older male, 50+, for 
possible relationship. 
Overweight ok. Let's talk. 
1697 (exp: 1/21) 

KAMA SUTRA 
Beautiful, sexy, attractive, 
and smart East-indian male, 
20, artist, seeks sweet, car- 
ing, funny, handsome WM, 
21+, for monogamous rela- 
tionship. Tattoos, shaved 
heads, and piercings are 
welcome. 9805 (exp: 
12/31) 

STOP AND LOOK | 
This young, physically fit 
Italian seeks older, secure, 
professional, submissive 
gent to explore new 
avenues. Your chance to 
advance. Call. #1130 (exp: 
1/7) 

SEMI-PRO 
BODY BUILDER 
SWM, 35, 6’, 225ibs, seeks 
feminine GM, 34 and under, 
5'10” or less, with slim build, 
TS/TVs preferred. 1117 
(exp: 1/7) LEE, 
HEY YOU! 

I'm a down-to-earth guy, 32, 
6'3”, 180lbs, blond/biue, 
smooth, looking for some- 
one younger, 20-30, for a 
friendship or more. | like to 
hang out, movies, bicycling, 
cafes, whatever... As long as 
I'm with you! £99767 (exp: 
12/31) —— * 

HANDSOME, 

HEALTHY, 

PROFESSIONAL 
Handsome, healthy, profes- 
sional BiWM, 40, seeks 
same, 35-50, non-smoking, 
N/drugs, for friendship, and 
discreet, safe relationship 
Metro Northwest. 8155 
(exp: 1/4) ae 

HANDSOME 
BiWM, 42, 5’5”, 145lbs, ver- 
satile, adventurous, clean 
cut, straight acting, blue col- 
lar, open-minded, and hot 
You: 35+, small or medium 
build. 1122 (exp: 1/7) 








Romantic creation. Good 
looking, intellectual, profes- 
sional GBM, enjoys movies, 
dancing, reading, seeks 
romance with GWM, 30-40, 
who enjoys quiet dinners, 
fun. 21116 (exp: 1/7) | 

A FLESH PUPPY IS... 

a GWM, 27-40, 5'7"+, with 
nice legs, cute face, bright 
smile, good mind, for cud- 
dling, and more. Me 
Athletic, in shape BM, 31, 
5'10", looking for possible 
long-term relationship 
9479 (exp: 1/7) 


intriguing 
headline 


HOME COOKIN’ 
Pork chops and applesauce 
guy seeking un”fabulous” 
mate to watch Saturday 
morning cartoons with. I'm 
young, hot, healthy. UB 25- 
32, intelligent, independent, 
honest, good-looking, in 
shape. 71406 (exp: 1/14) | 

LONELY LYNN-BEAR 
Professional, 33, 5'8", 
200ibs, brown hair, goatee, 
moderate drinker, occasion- 
al cigar. Tastes range from 
Alice Cooper to Woody 
Allen. Seeking guy in 
Lynn/Boston’ area, for 
friendship, long-term rela- 
tionship T1041 (exp: 
12/31) 

SEEKING IRISH GUY 
WM, 25, 5'10", 165ibs, 
brown/blue, very masculine, 
handsome, in shape, former 
military, enjoys going to 
PATS/Bruins games, beer, 
concerts, travel, just having 
fun. Seeking normal, 
Straight-acting WM, 20-32, 
for friendship, more. #9158 
(exp: 12/31) 

MASCULINE 
NORMAL... 


T, average 
ar 
culine, top, 
yn-smoker, for 
triendship that has long- 
term possibilities. Be hon- 
est, direct. Not looking for 
hookups or random encoun- 
ters. 49137 (exp: 12/31) | 
BLOND SEEKS DARK 
Eclectic, fun, together, 34, 
6’, 195ibs. Likes: Air-condi- 
tioning, animals, wine, short 
trips, talking, laughing, wild 
times, late nights, working 
and aggressive, masculine 
dark guy. Dislikes: smoking, 
drugs, mornings, cologne, 
jealousy, closet. 9109 
(exp: 12/31) 
GWM, 31, N/S, likes 
movies, theater, dancing, 
quiet times, seeking GWM, 
28-35, for friendship, possi- 
ble long-term relationship. 
1101 (exp: 1/7) — 
‘HUNKY GUY... 
wanted by educated, caring 
GWM, 37, 5’8", 150lbs, 
Straight-acting/appearing. 
You be masculine, muscular 
professional, 26-40, inter- 
ested in music/film, for 
friendship/relationship. 
Hairy a +. 9792 (exp: 
12/31) 
BEAR WITH NO HAIR | 
Cute, sincere, funny, cre- 
ative GWM, 29, 6'1”, 250lbs, 
artist, smoker, professional, 
and responsible. Seeking 
professional, responsible 
GWM, 30-40, with belief 
that 2 men can be monoga- 
mous, for dating, long-term 
relationship. #9159 (exp: 
eal aaa 
SERIOUS MINDED 
ONLY 
Mature, intelligent, sincere 
funny GBM, 26, 5'9”, 210”, 
enjoys movies, conversa- 
tions, walking. Seeking 
mature, intelligent, serious, 
giving, emotionally secure 
GM, 25-40, for friendship, 
possible relationship. 
9171 (exp: 1/4) 
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BLUE HEART 
introverted, straightforward 
SWM, 25, smoker, recently 
re-located to Boston, seeks 
sincere, honest, emotionally 
stable SWM, 18-26, smoker, 
who's into gothic punk 
music, art and monogamy, 
for friendship or ? 29108 
(exp: 12/31) 


Winter is here. GBM, 36, 
5'2”, 140lbs, is looking for a 
friend to have some fun on 
quiet evenings at home 
TI 129 (exp: 1/7) 


YOU'RE SANE — 

I'M SANE 
Looking for a cool guy who 
will drink beers, snowboard, 
exercise, and eat peanut 
butter out of the jar with me 
I'm 6'3", brown/green, ath- 
letic, good-looking, and 
funny, but I'm NOT an ego- 
maniac! 1 125 (exp: 1/7) 


honest 








Down-to-earth, 
GWM, 37, 5'11", 175lbs, 
Jark/smiling green, good 
build, seeks tall, together, 
spiritual, holistic gentleman 
71091 (exp: 1/7) 


JAMAICA PLAIN 
New to area GWM, 41, very 
Straight looking and acting, 
seeks same, 35-45, for 
friendship, possible relation- 
ship. I'm very conservative 
and discreet. 71360 (exp: 


"A RUGGED PASSION 

Cut-clean, rugged DWPM, 
seeks similar male, race 
unimportant, to spend quali- 
ty, fun times with. 71371 
(exp: 1/14) 


GWM IN SO. VT 
5'8”", 50, seeking friends or 
possible long-term relation- 
ship in VT/MA/southern NH. 
Enjoys swimming, movies, 
restaurants, quiet evenings 
at home. 9763 (exp: 
12/31) 


EROMAGICIAN 
GWM, 28, 6'2”, 185ibs, 
blond/blue, athletic, mascu- 
line, handsome, passionate, 
friendly, fun. Ecstatic mas- 
sage artist, seeks fit, mas- 
culine friends for hiking, 
movies, dining, mutual 
exploration. 78128 (exp: 
1/18) 


OPENMINDED GWM — 
GWM, 46, 5'11", 185ibs, 
seeking intimacy and fun 
with openminded same. 
Like to have fun, try new 
things. Be close in age and 
size. B1391 (exp: 1/14) 





SEEKING MALE 
18-24 

Gay male, 20, seeking 
male, 18-24, for relation- 
ship. Enjoy movies, dancing, 
clubbing, staying home with 
the right person. 21393 
(exp: 1/14) 





blended SM, 30-42 forJ piggy-back 
146 (expired) 


OBIT RTTILL 


globe trot, 


DO YOU EXIST? 
Clean-cut, clean-shaven, 
Straight appearing, good- 
looking, good-shape, very 
healthy, young-looking, very 
loyal GWM, 45, 5'10”, 
180lbs, black/blue, with 
good sense of humor and a 
real good friend, enjoys 
movies, theater, dinners, 
hockey, football, reading, 
music, conversation, laugh- 
ing and silence. | don't like 
bars, drugs. If you are into 
clubs, or so called scene, 
please don't waste my time. 
Seeking someone special 
My friends tell me | am just 
looking for a regular guy, 
whose handsome and com- 
patible with what I've writ- 
ten. | look for honesty and 
other high qualities. Age is 
not important. Please write 
me a long letter, and 
enclose a photo. No phone 
calls. Z) 91124 (exp: 1/7) 

SEEKING 
LONG-TERM 
GWM, 27, 63", 200lbs, light 
brown/crystal blue eyes. Ex- 
military, from NC, now in 
Providence. Interested in a 
long-term relationship. 

T1644 (exp: 1/14) 
LOWELL/LAWRENCE 
Straight-acting GWM, 31, 
looking for gay friends. All 
my friends are great but 
straight. Seeking GM, 
age/race unimportant, for 
fun! M9803 (exp: 12/31) 

RELATIONSHIP 
GWM, 50, 6’, 200lbs, seeks 
slim GWM, 18-26, for mean- 
ingful relationship based 
upon mutual honesty, trust, 
love. Northampton. #6310 
(exp: 12/28) 








NICE BLACK MALE 
Attractive, 30s, 5°11”, 
165lbs, in shape, mascu- 
line, well-educated. Seeking 
another attractive guy, 27- 
40, in shape, masculine, 
non-smoker, for dating, pos- 
sibly more. Let's _ talk! 
79494 (exp: 1/7) 


FIELD OF DREAMS 
Latin GM, 28, 160lbs, 5'8” 
seeks GM, 21-34, make 
dreams come true. Make fly- 
ing to moon a stamp in 
passport. 79464 (exp: 1/7) 








TRY ME 
Smart, attractive, artistic, 
tall, thin, white guy, 30, with 
touch of nerdiness, seeks 
kind cutie, with imagination, 
25-35, for fun. 49460 (exp: 
1/7) 


REGULAR GUY 
Good-looking GWM, 28, 
5'11", 165lbs, like working 
out, listening to music, try- 
ing new things. Seeking 
other good-looking, regular 
guy, 21-31. 9484 (exp: 
1/7) a ee WS 

ATTRACTIVE&FIT 
SWM, 24, 5'8”, 160lbs, 
brown hair/eyes, masculine, 
college guy, seeks same, 
18-28, into sports, hanging, 
goatees, levis a_ plus. 
79149 (exp: 12/31) 


Well-built, athletic, 
looking GWM, 33, 190lbs, 
brown/green, seeks 
GW/AM, 18+, for friendship, 
possible relationship. 
1370 (exp: 1/14) _ a 
METRO WEST AREA 
Good-looking, straight-act- 
ing GWM, 36, 5'11, 175ibs, 
can be very sexy, seeks 
healthy GWM 30-39, who 
enjoys life. Will call all 
™9450 (exp: 1/4) 
Retired contractor, 6’, 
185lbs, active, capable, with 
extra sensuality, seeking 
friendly relationship. Can | 
pick you up? 99775 (exp: 
12/31) _ 
Caring, sensitive SWM, 41, 
5'8”, 325ibs, enjoys walking, 
reading, movies. Seeking 
SWM, 18-40, for relation- 
ship. 79753 (exp: 12/31) _ 
Determined to meet my 
match! Nice looking, trim, 
somewhat shy, easygoing 
GWM, mid-30s, 175ibs, 
brown/blue, enjoys city, 
films, music, cuddling, con- 
versation. Seeking fun-lov- 
ing, sensitive GAM, 30-40, 
for real relationship. Ready? 
79115 (exp: 12/31) 


good- 


FRAMINGHAM 

GWM, 60, 225ibs, brown/ 
blue, discrete, mature pro- 
fessional, would like to meet 
a younger nice guy, for dat- 
ing, friendship. 79110 (exp: 
12/31) 
GWM, 45, into the arts, 
amateur photography. 
Looking for a little magic. 
Also enjoy cooking, collect- 
ing objects from the past. 
Seeking younger partner. 
71385 (exp: 1/14) 





Large, hairy and bearded 
SWM, 49, enjoys cooking, 
music. Looking for stable, 
employed SM, 40-50, non- 
smoker preferred, for 
fun/friendship. 8152 (exp: 
1/18) 





Stern but caring daddy, 40s, 
6'1", 200ibs, blond/blue, 
seeks slim, boyish son, 
early 20s, who likes to 
please. 19797 (exp: 12/31) 





3/4/75, 6'2”, blond/slim, and 
youthful looks/mature 
thoughts. Seeking 20-some- 
thing boyfriend/best friend, 
who believes in fate and 
wants to share life. 729490 
(exp: 1/7) 





Masculine, good-looking, 
athletic BiWM, 35, 5'9”, 
160lbs, seeks same, 20-35, 
for friendship. Prefer 
Portuguese and Hispanic 
background. 96453 (exp: 
1/7) 





Bitterly sarcastic GWM, into 
clubs, conversation, and 
public displays of affection. 
Seeking similar GWM, who 
doesn't mind breaking me 
in. 49461 (exp: 1/7) 


GWM, 60, slim 170lbs, with 
good sense of humor, 
enjoys movies, videos, 
cooking, music, _ travel. 
Seeking friendship with a 
senior guy. 49133 (exp: 


Uses descrip- 
tive adjectives 
to describe 


herself. 


examples 
of fun, 
quirky 
nature. 








To place your FREE Personal call 61 7-859-DATE 


Handsome, masculine, 
artistic, Bi-racial male, 27, 
seeks cute, upbeat male, 
under 35, for movies, 
Melrose PIl., conversation, 
and hanging out. 279107 


(exp: 12/31) 


SOUTH EAST ASIAN 
Gay South East Asian, 32, 
5'9", 170Ibs, brown/brown, 
average build, looking to 
meet GWM, 18-28, for 
friendship, possibly more. 
9480 (exp: 1/7) 





LAID BACK BIWM 
Friendly, playful, intelligent, 
responsible male, 5'11”, 
180lbs, SO(looks 40), very 
fit, healthy, handsome, 
smooth, muscular, good 
conversationalist, with great 
sense of humor, eclectic 
interests, loves massage, 
non-smoker, N/drugs. 
72048 (exp: 1/28) 
Attractive GWM, 29, seeks 
same, 24-35, with many 
interests, for friendship, 
possible long-term relation- 
ship. Will answer all replies. 
3978 (exp: 1/7) 
GM, 5'7", 125lbs, strange 
and eclectic, lover of music 
(WAAF/WEFNX), seeks 
someone as strange, open- 
minded and different, 18-30, 
for friendship/relationship 
9111 (exp: 12/31) _ 
“GREAT CATCH” 
Nice guy, GWM, _ 33, 
Italian/Irish, with personality 
to match! Loves to laugh, 
enjoy life to the fullest, 
romance, movies, music, 
you name it! Seeking mas- 
culine, under 45, N/drugs or 
attitude, and be as sincere 
as | am. T9483 (exp: 1/7) 

JIMBO 

Are there any good-looking, 
30ish, sports-minded, 
straight-acting, non-scene, 
low-maintenance guys left 
in the world? I'm having 
trouble finding my counter- 
part. Football, beer, hockey, 
hiking, working out. You get 
the idea? Call me! 2051 
(exp: 1/28) wn SE 
Attractive, athletic, mascu- 
line GWM, 38, 5°11”, 
170ibs, dark-thinning/hazel- 
brown, enjoys movies, din- 
ing, conversation, 
beach/city. Seeking healthy, 
in-shape, attractive, mascu- 
line, intelligent, humorous, 
sincere, 33-38, for long- 
term relationship. T2055 
(exp: 1/28) a cies 
Slim GWM, 35, seeks affec- 
tionate GBM for get-togeth- 
ers/relationship. Must be 
outgoing, caring, stable, 
HIV-. Please respond. 
T1092 (exp: 1/7) 

SAVAGE GARDEN 
GWM, 28, 5'11”, 145ibs, jet 
black/brown, very hand- 
some, naturalist, into travel, 
music, health and fitness. 
Seeking attractive GWM, 
non-smoker, for dynamic 
relationship. 29766 (exp: 
alla iat pall 

SEXY CREOLE MAN 
Louisiana hotlink. Attractive 
french black native, 30, 
160lbs, seeking masculine, 
muscular, versatile, pas- 
sionate GB/HM. 1973 
(exp: 1/25) _ cae 
SOULMATE WANTED 
Me: Hopeless romantic, 
honest, intelligent, responsi- 
ble, creative artist, baby 
boomer. Interested in meet- 
ing another gifted person 
(interior design a plus), for 
friendship, caring relation- 
ship. 179496 (exp: 1/18) 

BOSTON MAN 

Down-to-earth Latino man, 
31, open, creative, and fun, 
seeks regular, straight-act- 
ing, fun-loving man, 
age/race unimportant, for 
hanging out, maybe more. 
9481 (exp: 1/7) _ 














US 





have you something to say? 
Let's talk! GWM, 26, 6'2”, 
brown, brown, handsome, 
intelligent, eclectic Piscean. 
Be real. Newburyport area 
9445 (exp: 1/7) 





Women 


Seeking 
Women 





MOODY & 
PASSIONATE 
Attractive, slender, dark- 
skinned woman, 25, 
Rican/Egyptian back- 
ground, enjoys writing, 
graphic novels, live jazz 
Seeking understanding, fit, 
feminine mentor. Friendship 
first. Boston only. 279794 
(exp: 1/25) —— , 
BEACH OVER BAR 
Professional, athletic GWF, 
38, non-smoker, prefers the 
beach over bars, enjoys out- 
doors, theater, and being a 
tourist. Seeking compas- 
sionate, independent, 
fern/soft butch GWF, 35-42, 
with sense of humor 
1731 (exp: 1/21) __ 
BIF SEEKING SAME 
for fun times. BIWF seeks 
female for good times, 
hanging out, intimacy. 
Please be sincere and hon- 
est. Hoping to hear from you 
soon. 1714 (exp: 1/21) _ 
EMOTIONAL BOND 
GWF, 36, attractive, stable, 
mature, genuine person, 
searching for same to 
establish friendship first. 
Enjoys fine dining, cooking, 
outdoor activities, stimulat- 
ing conversation, emotional 
intimacy. Ultimately in 
search of soul mate. 171754 

(exp: 1/21) 
Feminine, cute SWF, mid- 
20s, 5’5", 120lbs, seeks 
slim, pretty girl, who's fun 
clean, confident, and curi- 
ous, for friendship, possible 
relationship.. 1687 (exp: 
pI A RE ee 
GWF, 56, loves dancing, 
camping, leisure walks in 
the woods. Plum Island and 
the White Mountains are my 
favorite places. Seeking 
woman with similar interests 
who'll accept a smoker. 
81822 (exp: 1/18) 
DEAR SANTA 
| want a pretty, feminine, 
and fun girl for Xmas. I'm a 
very attractive Bi, Asian 
female, 109lbs, and tanned. 
1739 (exp: 1/21) 
SOUL SEARCHING 
Looking for feminine 
woman, 40-55, non-smok- 
er/drinker, no drugs pre- 
ferred. I'm soft butch and 
out of the closet. Let's dis- 
cover the best life has to 
offer! T1742 (exp: 1/21) 
BE MY SUNSHINE 
GWF, 37, physically fit, 
Scorpio, hardworking, 
secure, sincere, passionate, 
attractive. Seeking attrac- 
tive, feminine, honest, 
devoted, versatile GWHF, 
hopeless romantic, like 
myself, for long-term rela- 
tionship. Smoker/light 
drinker ok. No drugs/ 
games. ©1694 (exp: 1/21) 














-Emath 


your 
Feedback! 


creative 
comments 


swanky 
suggestions 


original 


observations. 


to 


; . phoenixpersonals @phx.com : 


Original illustrations by Karen Aqua 





LITERATE RASCAL 
Intellectual, artistic Yalie 
(new to Boston), seeks edu- 
cated female, 22-36, who 
loves literature, art, nature 
walks, laughter, and choco- 
late. Let's discuss the 
Brontes over cocoa! 272020 
| ee 

ASIAN GODDESS 
Athletic model, 25, 5'3”, 
135ibs, seeks curvaceous, 
petite, feminine female who 
luvs music, dancing, being 
wined/dined; you know the 
rest. 171375 (exp: 1/18) 

OPEN ARMS 
Await attractive, mature, 
happy women. Slender, 
green-eyed, red-headed 
writer, 23, looking for friends 
or lovers. Enjoys arts, 
whiskey, quiet, moonlight. 
1710 (exp: 1/21) 

PIXIE GRRRL 
Quirky idealist, earthy, cere- 
bral, loves music (Pixies, 
DM, Ani, 242, Indigo, etc.), 
big-time sensuality, danc- 
ing. Seeks honest, feisty 
sprite for 7??. WF, 24, non- 
smoker, up for challenge 
1412 (exp: 1/14) 

WHERE ARE YOU? 
Hot BiF, 24, 5'4”, 107\bs, 
seeking outgoing, open- 
minded BiF who is thin, fit, 
attractive, drug- and dis- 
ease-free. No _ butches. 
North of Boston. 1411 
a 

LOVE TO DANCE? 
| do. Pretty  bi-curious 
female, 26, seeks BiF for 
friendship, good times, and 
maybe first time fun with 
me. The right woman should 
be open-minded, drug/dis- 
ease-free. 1440 (exp: 
(LAS | aa oe 

SWEETHEART 
GWF, 27, soft, gentle, loves 
to cuddle on cold nights, 
seeks compassionate 
woman for companionship 
71653 (exp: 1/14) _-_ 
GROUNDED 
GWF, 38, fem, health pro- 
fessional, seeks GWF, 30- 
50, who appreciates good 
food, good laughs, good 
spirituality. Dancing, music, 
both playing and listening 
would be great! 42026 
"ee 

LOOKING FOR 

TEACHER 
Female, 23, new to Lesbian 
experiences. Looking for 
experienced woman to 
show me how to have fun. 
©2043 (exp: 1/28) 

HI THERE! 

GWF, 33, 5'11”, 195Ibs, 
handy woman, fit, works 
out, searching for non- 
smoker, 33-40, race and 
career unimportant, drug- 
free, who's self aware, pas- 
sionate, enjoys home life 
and an occasional night out. 
1765 (exp: 1/18) 

A PROMISE 
Attractive, passionate, hon- 
est, down-to-earth GWF, 41, 
54, medium: weight, 
auburn/brown, loves music, 
nature, movies, cuddling. 
Great listener/sense of 
humor. Drug/disease-free. 
Seeking same, long-term 
relationship. Sharing fun, 
love, laughter... | promise. 
71961 (exp: 1/21) 
FRIENDS :0) 
Medical student, 20, smok- 
er, Boston area, loves music 
(Garbage, Tori, Ani, 
Matchbox20, Billy Joel), 
poetry, writing, road trips, 
movies, biology, sponta- 
neous things. Seeking excit- 
ing friend for concerts/ 
clubs, conversation, new 
things! 1733 (exp: 1/21) _ 
FEM/BI SEEKS SAME 
''m an attractive feminine bi 
female, very open minded, 
and seek same. Someone 
grounded and not afraid to 
be who she is. 71102 (exp 














Lid ee 
SCENT OF A WOMAN 
Single, Spanish, _ pretty, 


smart, jeans, sneakers and 
lipstick. A flygirl type. Into 
jazz, R&B, talking over 
drinks, romantic evenings 
cooking together. Spoiled. 
Looks wonderful on your 
arm. Shy at times. Sincere, 
honest. 771096 (exp: 1/7) 

Realistic, honest GWF, 22, 
not shy, smoker, tattooed, 
into Astrology (Aquarius), 





music (Ani), kids (3). 
Seeking friends! Merry 
Holidays! 2015 (exp: 
1/28) 





GWF, 37, attractive, athletic, 
witty, likes movies, travel, 
conversation. Seeking pro- 
fessional GWF, ferm/soft 
butch, stable, non-drinker, 
for dating and laughter. 


78141 (exp: 1/4) 












Good messages get good results. 
Consider addressing this question 
when responding to voice greetings. 


The ey i 
What’s your best 
stocking stuffer? 


movie tickets black lingerie 





Flintstones toothbrush 




















First time, new to this: cute, 
caring, slim SBiF, 31, 5’5”, 
blonde/hazel, non-smoker, 
enjoys cooking. Seeking 
experienced woman. 
Please call. 11113 (exp: 
1/7) 

Attractive, Bi-curious, 
SW/BF, looking for a friend 
with many interests, for 
companionship, maybe 
more. % 1073 (exp: 1/7) 
Average looking GWF, 42, 
nice woman, seeks same, 
to share conversation, 
romantic, nights, friendship, 
and lasting relationship. No 
rude butches. 271103 (exp: 
1/7) 











SBF seeking same for rela- 
tionship. Cute, sane, drug- 
free. 11413 (exp: 1/14) | 


OM~EROS~E03 

Om ~ a sense of calm. Eros 
~ Sobe. E03 ~ error on my 
camcorder. 18, female, 
friendship or more. Love 
dogs and music. Love con- 
certs. Very eclectic and 
funny. T1643 (exp: 1/14) 


BOWLING BUDDY 
Candlepin anyone? GWPF, 
47, seeks to strike up stimu- 
lating conversations with 
small, strong woman, for 
permanent relationship. No 
butches/children. 99788 
(exp: 12/31) 

SINFUL SERAPH 
Attractive, silly, sexy Bi- 
female, 30, 5'5", 130lbs, 
red/brown, poet/profession- 
al ,student, into: Fitness, 
nature, erotica, vegetarian- 
ism, imagination, travels 
into unlimited potential. You: 
25-35, aware, active, non- 
pretentious, attractive. 
779125 (exp: 1/11) 

IT’S ABOUT TIME 
Lesbian seeking woman 
who will put up with two chil- 
dren and very kind ex-hus- 
band (he has no interest in 
this). Call if you'd like to 
have a drink. 21410 (exp: 
1/14) 








AA batteries 


costume jewelry 


bubble gum cigarettes 





James Dean stamps an €. €. cummings poem 












SEEKING SOMEONE 


SPECIAL 
Insatiable, classy, BiWF, 
shoulder length blonde, 


busty, full sensuous lips, 
with good sense of humor 
Enjoys heels, short skirts, 
dresses to thrill. Seeking 
girlfriend, for friendship, fun 
times. 179751 (exp: 12/31) 
CARPE NOCTUM 
Passionate, sassy, intelli- 
gent SGF, 20, pierced, 
strawberry blonde, seeks 
open-minded, eclectic 
female, for fun and more. 
9154 (exp: 12/31) 
ROMANTIC 
Here | am! Me: compassion- 
ate nature, honest, mature, 
wants same, for slow danc- 
ing, love letters, movies, etc 
Should also know what you 
want out of life. 279160 
(exp: 12/31) 





SEEKING COMPANION 
GWF, 35, in SoNH, seeks 
secure woman, 28-42, non- 
smoker, who likes sports, 
dogs reading, lazy times at 


home, for friendship or 
more. 19478 (exp: 1/7) _ 
COFFEE? 


Grad-student in search of 
friendship with cool, wild, 
educated woman who 
knows how to speak her 
mind, and have fun too. I'm 
seeking mental stimulation 
over coffee. 179156 (exp: 
12/31) 

BOSTON GIRLZ 
Come gather ‘round. Cute 
dyke, 22, into tattoos, Ani, 
clubs, sports/exercise, chill- 
ing out, good Brunch, intel- 
ligent people, artsy girls 
with cute smiles, 19-29, for 
friendship, possibly more. 
Make me laugh! 9140 
(exp: 12/31) 

DOWN-TO-EARTH 
FEM 
GWF, 30, college student, 
+size, seeks butch, stocky 
woman, who enjoys foot- 
ball, and are able to handle 
a spirited, fiery gal. All 
replies answered. Friend- 
ships welcome. 9142 


(exp: 12/31) 












bright réd lipstick 
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To listen and respond to personals, 


call 976-3366 


Call costs $1.99 a minute. Must be 18+. 


- Email us your answer to 
phoenixpersonals@phx.com 


If you currently have a personal, give us your box # too. 


PROF FEM GWF... 
Where are you? Been 
searching for the right girl to 
have a biast with, recite 
poetry, dance, dine, etc. Be 
petite, 28-34, and know 
how to have to good time. 
9112 (exp: 12/31) 
Are you tom boy? Warm, 
sincere, dependable, self- 
aware, professional GJF, 
38, seeks out friendship, 
possible long-term relation- 
ship leading to co-parent- 
age. 77841 (exp: 12/28) _ 
BiWF, 27, 5'7", 125lbs, very 
attractive, smoker, likes 
both men and women. 
Seeking fun, fit, fem, for 
friendship and more. South 
Shore. 279258 (exp: 12/31) 


Fun-loving, butch GWF, 35, 
spikey dark brown hair, 
looking for GW butch, 32- 
38, that likes nightclubs, 
good times Greater 
Boston ™9169 (exp 
12/21) 

SHY AT FIRST 
Bi-female, 20, tattooed/ 
pierced, blonde/blue, BBW, 
gay friendly, loves movies, 


music, art, and playing 
pool. Looking for new 
friends, possibly more? 


9472 (exp: 1/7) 
SEEKING TEACHER 
Me: Cute, Bi-curious SWF, 
25, 5'9”", attractive, 
blonde/biue, in shape. | am 
looking for my first experi- 
ence. Please, no couples or 
men respond! £99433 (exp: 
|, | le Ns Siete Bo 
SEEKING SEXY... 
Bi-female, age/race unim- 
portant. Hot Bi-female, 
looking for same, to meet in 
MA. area. T2067 (exp: 
1/28) ¢ Bes 
Professional, feminine, 
sexy, very attractive GWF, 
28, fit, seeks similar, for 
romantic nights, and possi- 
ble relationship. t2046 

(exp: 1/28) 


I'M THE ONE! 
DWF, 22, 4'11”, 100lbs, 
browrvhazel, enjoys bowl- 
ing, pool, movies. Seeking 
intelligent, honest S/DWF, 
20-27, 5’-5'8”, for long-term 
relationship. %1968 (exp: 
1/28) 
















|-900-370-2015 















Respond to 
Personals 
using 
your 


COU 
Ci 


Ol/-430-8620 


(all costs $1.99 a minute 
Must be 18+. 



























































































(all from any phone, 
anywhere, anytime, 
Amex / Visa / 
Mastercard accepted. 


eT -o-| 
SWRI 


Place your FREE 
Phoenix Personal 


by phone 
017-859-3283 


Weekdays Bam to Midnight 
Weekends Iam to 6pm 


on the web 


www. bostonphoenix.com 
"CLICK" personals 


QR 
use the coupon in this section 
to mail or fax 


It's FREE 


to place your Personal 


It's FREE 


to record your voice greeting 


It's FREE 


to pick up your messages 
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Real Estate 


Musical Instruments & Equipment 


Odds & Ends 
For Sale/page 24 Pets 
Airline Tickets Records, Tapes & CDs 
Appliances Sports Equipment 
Auto ~ Domestic Stereos & Components 
Auto ~ Foreign TV & Video 
Bicycles Tickets 
Clothing Yard Sales 
Collectibles Wanted 
Computers é 
Furniture 
Miscellaneous for Sale Help Wanted: 
Motocycles See us in the main 
Moving Sales News section 


THE BOSTON @@ 


nix 
Classified Directory 


Phoenix Personals/page 14 












Astrology Studio Space Condominiums 
Education & Meditation Writers’ Services Housemates 
Healing Bodywork Houses for Rent 
Health & Fitness Services Directory/page 25 = income Property 
Readings Academic Services Parking Spaces 
Self-Help Artists’ Services Roommates 
Therapy & Counseling Business Services Rooms for Rent 
Credit Services Seasonal Rentals 

Music, Theatre Entertaining Services Sublets 

& Arts/page 23 Home Services Summer Shares 
Artist Services Misc.Services Vacation Property 
Auditors -Movers/Personal Services 
Comedy Ticket Agencies (Other categories available. 
Dance Call 617-859-3300 for details.) 
Gigs Real Estate/page 22 
Modeling Apartments Classified Coupon 
Musical Instruction Apartments Wanted located on page 23 


Classifieds 


Mind, Body & Spirit/page 26 


Phoenix Classified lines 617-859-3300 
Display advertising 617-859-3227 





EUARANTEED 


ROOMMATES 


To place your own Roommates 
ad call (617)859-3300 





ACTON shr sunny 2 bdr, 1.5 bath 
twnhse, w/d in apt, easy com- 
mute loc., N/S, $550 hV/hw incl. 
(978)266-1045 





ACTON Worcester GM couple 
seeks M or F housemates. Call 
Eric 978-263-9427, Fax 207-866- 
4827 

Mention ad 


ALLSTON - 1F wanted, mod 
townhs w/1 other F. Ceil fans, 
skylts. $650/1 rm; $850/2 rms. 
617-423-2225 








ALLSTON- Room on ist fi, 
w/kitch privs, nr transportation & 
resturants. Prefer Male. Quiet 
references. $300 negotiable 
61 7 787- 3807 


ALLSTON/BU_ 


1 LG BR w/2 closets, part. fur- 
nished in 2BR. Female preferred 
$462.50+sec. Mar 1 - May 31 
w/option to renew. 2 blocks from 
Comm Ave, Star, & Green Line. 
Laundry in bldg. No smokes, 
pets 

617-562-1551 


ARLINGTON East- F sks F, non- 
smk, 30+, to shr 2BR apt, w/d, 
prkg, ample strg, wik to Bus/T. 
Avail 12/15. $450-550+. 781- 
646-4050 


ARLINGTON- 1BR in 2BR apt, 
quiet st off Mass Ave, sunny, new 
renov, spac K, hdwd firs, T ac- 
cess. $600. 781-646-3918 


ARTISTS LOFT SPACE-4 rent 
lv/wk or studio fibth.kt rm + 
1000saqft cmn space prir: 26+, 
couple #617-268-9055 


BELMONT 
Avi. 1/1. 2F seek 3rd F for Bel- 
mont apt, hdwd firs, nr T, Indry. 


$420/mo. 617-484-8139 


BELMONT- F, 30+ & dog sk non 
smk M/F for 2BR apt, w/d, nr T. 
Avail 1/1. $575 incl utils. Call 617- 
489- 9751 














BELMONT. | Prof M, 36, sks WF 
N/S, to shr 2BR apt nr Hrvrd Sq 
Bus & 128. Hrdwd firs, EIK, w/d, 
dd, strg, pkg. Avi 11/1. $600+ 
617- 489- “9013 
LMONT. Rm needed for sweet 

4br er the room is huge.Some- 
body told me Jerry Garcia once 
ved in the room during Boston 
sahden Shows please email 
Bones at: wentworo379@ 
Duq.cc.duq.edu 


BELMONT NNatert rtown GWM to 


shr 5rm furn apt, yard, nr 
bus/comm rail. Nice suburban 
area. $525 inci utils. Call 617- 


489- 6834 

BEVERLY: Ammt(: s) wntd, pref F, 
for rg mod house. N/S, no pets 
$600+ Call 978-921 1195 after 
7PM 

BACK BAY, F sks M/F to shr ele- 
gant 1500sf renov 2br condo on 
2 fis, Indry, rideck, ac, d/d, pkg 
avi, nr T $995, 617-267-4748 


so BOSTON Skng 1 ‘WE N/S to 
shr 3BR. Nr T, Pike, 93, Logan 
Exposed brick/beam, Irg closets, 
close to beach. Pkg. 500/mo+ 
utils. Avi. now 

617-823-0552 or 
fuglyjs @ hotmail.com 


BOSTON F sks N/S M/F rmmt for 
bright rm w/big closet in 2BR nr 
T. Sec and clean. Av! now 
$450/mo. Msg pager 
781-677-3431 


BOSTON- Prof sks rmmt for smi 
BR in 2BR Beacon Hill apt. Quiet 
loc, w/d, $508 inci ht/hw, no 
lease. 617-248-9813 eves. 


BOSTON-S.END Eleg, twnhse, 
tbdr avi, spac, unfurn, sny, Ig 
clst. Full kitch, drAvgrm, outdoor 
patio, w/d. Skg prof M, N/S, resp. 
$1,200+. (617)536-0310 














BOSTON/CHRLS TWN 3000 ft 
hse boat, grt Boston view, 3 bths, 
w/d, hwfirs, hot tub, sauna, $750 
incls util. (617)926-9999 


BOSTON/FENWAY Nr Kenmore 
T. 2Ms skg M/F, 20+. $483 incl 
hi/hw. Avail 1/1 or 2/1. 617-266- 
1258 








BOSTON/Fenway- European 
Prof, 30, seeks resp, cin rmmte 
for nice, cozy 2BR apt nr Col- 
leges. HV/hw/gas inci. Avail 1/1, 
$450/mo. 617-262-0012 


BOSTON/Mission Hill- M sks 
non-smk M/F to share 2BR apt, 
near Brookline Village. Must like 
cats. $650 incl hi/hw. Avail 1/1 
617-566-9970 


BRADFORD Sk GM/LF to shr 
mod twnhse cis to Brdfrd Col- 
lege, fully appl, priv bath & entr, 
1/2 util. $300. Avi immed. Pgr lv 
msg 508-574-3989 


BRIGHT CNTR skg prof, 24+, 
N/S, to shr sunny 4 bdr apt in hse, 
pkg, w/d, $450+ utils. 
iei7yves-1419 or 
(617)783-1419 


BRIGHTON 
immed, rm in sunny, cin, hdwd 
firs. Gay friendly, 475+ 1/2 utils 
Driveway pkg 
(617)562-0483 





BRIGHTON Looking for rmmt to 
shr 2BR. Pvt cable/phone. 3rd fir 
elev. No pets/pkg. $525 incis ail 
ASAP. 
617-421-1432(D) 
8372(E) 


BRIGHTON OAK SQ HSE M/ F 
pkg, nr T. $363+ No more pets 
617-789-4720 


617-782- 


BRIGHTON sk non-smoker to 
shr 1st flr of hse (2 bdr apt), on 
57/501 rtes. Have cat, no more 
pets, DW, w/d, pkg. $600+utils 
(617)787-3464 





BRIGHTON- 2 Yng prof GMs sk 
resp rmte for hse on quiet St 
Pkng, Indry, nr T. $480+ util. Stdnt 
ok. Avail now. 617-254-1151 





BRIGHTON/Brkine- 2 prof 
GWMs sk n-smk GM/F for 1BR in 
2 fam hse. Top fir, dshwshr, nr T, 
$550+ utils. Avi now. 

617- 254-1804 





BROOKLINE Shr “2BR “apt 
Lndry, mod kitch/BA, hdwd firs, 
4min to C/D In. Nr BC&BU. Skng 
F, 25+, N/S. Pkng can be ar- 
ranged. Avi. 12/20/98 or 1/1/99. 
Cail Deb 617-731-2183 


CAMBRIDGE Prof, N/S, 25+, 
M/F, to shr 2 bdr/2 bth refurb con- 
do w/Sloan student, 33, & lab- 
mix dog. H/W firs, w/d, sm yd, air, 
10min to C Sq T. $850+ utils 
(603)623-4929 
CAMBRIDGE PORT shr nice, 
furn 2 bdr apt w/couple, incis own 
office & use of computer, $500+ 
1/2 utils + $500 sec dep. 
(617)661 -6379 


CAMBRIDGE oF sk OF for huge 
gay frndly hse on qt st nr Heron 
Ave/Fresh Pond. Hdwd firs, w/d, 
prch, stud/off sp avi. $400+utils. 
617- 576- 0426 


CAMBRIDGE sunny, in - archl- 
tect's dream hse w/Orntal maple, 
deck, 5 min walk to Harv sq/river, 
sublet, $450+ 

617-547-1106 eve. 


CAMBRIDGE- Sk 1M/F to shr 
sunny 5rm, 2BR, w/ prch, w/d. No 
pets. Cls to Hrvrd Sq & Bus 
$725. incl ht. Avail 12/1 

617- 661-6284 

CAMBRIDGE- rms avl, skg F for 
semi-furn, prv ent.$600, all rms 
inc. utils, w/d, Irg kit. rm w/cable 
conv. to red/green T. Other rms 
$450 617- ‘666- 3646 








CAMBRIDGE- ‘Sk prot M to shr 
2BR apt, fmt/bck prch, nr Cntr 
Sq T. Mod K/B. Avi 1/1, $525 inc! 
ht/hw. Call 617-354-2784 





CAMBRIDGE- 1BR in 3BR aptin in 
prime North Cambridge! M/F 
non-smk. Avail 1/1. $441+ utils. 
Call Paul 617- 491- 7610 





JAMAICA PLAIN skg rmmte to 
shr beaut, spac 2 ir apt on 
quiet, prvt str, off-st pkg, $550+ 
utils, avi 1/1/99. No pets, N/S 
(617)983-5193 





JAMAICA PLAIN- 3rms (1BR 3rd 
fir; 2BRis 1st fir) in 3fam/9BR hse 
Frndly, yng profs; no smk/pets 
Avail 12/1; 1/1. $425/mo. Call 
April 617-983-9728 


JAMAICA PLAIN IMF: skg prof 
MF, 25+ to shr 3bdr on #39, nr T, 
no pets, 1st & last. $395 incls. Avi 
Jan 1st. Call Cody 617-983-5504 


LEXINGTON 2GM, 1 dog, skg 
1M, for rm w/priv bath in 3bdr 
condo, * qeeeshenaaaiag ok, 
$450+. AJ 

(781)861- 6774 before 11pm 





MALDEN- Two prot GMF's, 35+, 
for very nice apt in Maiden. No 
smoking, no pets. Nr Orange line 
$A85+ 781- "324- 2141 


MEDFORD MF. 2 bdr, hwd firs 
w/d, well kept & spacious, cis to 
T & bus, wik to Tufts, avi Jan 1st, 
$500+ utils 

(781)395-3223 


MEDFORD WEST M/F 30+ wkg 

non-smkr. Sunny rm in ig clean 

hse, great yd, pkg, bus, sep fd, no 

pets $325+ 

781-483-7309 

MEDFORD- Veggie or Kosher, 

N/S, no pets, to shr Irg sunny 

2BR, hdwd firs, dryer/washer 

hkup, deck, nr bus, $450+ 
781-306-9841 








CAMBRIDGE/Somerville/ Porter 
Sq- Mature, 30+, profs only, 2 
story apt, 3BR, 2BA, LR/DR : 
study, 2 porches, w/d. Avail now. 
$460+. No smk/pets 
617-623-0365 


CHARLESTOWN- Prof M/F to 
shr Irg 3BR apt. Hdwd firs, Mod 
kit, bckyrd patio, nr T, Great city 
views. $425. 781-749-2787 








BROOKLINE Village- Prof M/F 
sk 3rd to shr apt, hdwd firs, w/d, 
frpic, steps to T. No pets. $400+ 
Calll 617-566-9793 


BROOKLINE Shrirg2 SBR: aptin in 
Vict hse. Fur, all utils & pkg, nr 








T. Skng prof, 35+. 11/1 or 12/1 

$650. 

617-232- 3570 
BROOKLINE 


Cldge Crnr. Looking for 1 M RM 
to shr apt, hdwd firs. Artistic & 
clean. ideal loc. $475/mo. Avail 
1/1/99, call K, 617-731-9210 


BROOKLINE Cldg. Cnr./Long 
wood ave. Very nice ig. apt. to 
shr. Mod. kit/bath, laund. in bidg 
$675 incl. all util. 617-277-9661 


BROOKLINE/Clidge Crnr- 2BRs 
avi in great 3BR apt, hdwd firs 
deck, w/d, frpic, pkg. $600/625 + 
utils. Avi 2/1 

617-232-3712 


CAMB. PORTER SQ: F, 29, art- 
ist, sks cin, sane, N/S, F to shr 2 
bdr, top fl, sunny, nr T, $460 incis 
all! (617)629-2479 


CAMB.HARVARD SQ. skg 1F. 
N/S, to shr large sunny apt, w/d, 
hdwd firs, frpice, elevtr. No pets 
$952.50. Avi late Dec 
617-868-4691 
CAMB/PORTER SQ. Skng MF, 
25-35, to shr beaut, huge 
4BR/2BA/2tir apt. 2min to 
T/shopping. Hdwd firs, w/d 
$525+utils. 617-354-3860 


CAMBR/WTRTWN Skg 2 N/S 
profs/grad 25+ to shr sunny, 3BR 
apt w/F, 30. $420+ (Irg rm) 
$380+(med rm) ASAP 617-926- 
8823 


CAMBRIDGE F sks F for 2 bdr, 
vg rm, EIK, furn, d/d, a/c, w/d in 
build, wik to T, buses. Pkg on-str 
or off-st($25/mnth). $600 hV/hw 
incl, avi 1/1 

(617)497-2051 


CAMBRIDGE {fmdly, indep, car- 
ing F/M, 30+, into pers growth, to 
shr nice 3bdrm apt w/2M, btwn 
Hvd & Prtr Sq. nr T. Sm, sunny 
bdr avi 1/1-6/1 poss Inger. $370 
incl hVelec, no pets/smkg, sec 
depfast in advance. (617)876- 
6319 


CAMBRIDGE Beaut 38D, 2BTH 
2fir apt. All amenities, prime loc 
$650 + shr utils. Call 617-441- 
5568 


CAMBRIDGE Lkng for Shomer 
Shabbat F who likes cats to shr 

ic snny 2BR/BA apt w/kosher 
kitch. $585 Off st pkg. S5min walk 
to Hrvd Sq. 617-864-6026 
CAMBRIDGE 5F, 22-30, sk 6th 
rmmt for big dupix. 12min walk to 
Hrvd. N/S, no pets. Qt, polite, 
resp pers wntd. Avi. now. 
$600+utils. 617-497-8267, ask 
for Joe. 

















CHELSEA Sk non- 
smoking/drinking F skng same 
2BR avi. Qt nghbrhd. 1BR- 
$350/mo. Other-$400+/mo 
617-887-0532 


CLDGE CRN skg M/F, N/S to shr 
2 bdr apt, crn Summit/Beacon, 
secs to T, off-st pkg, hdwd firs, 
$750+ elec. Avi ASAP. 





«(617)738-8177 Alexandra 





COOLIDGE CORNER» 
BROOKLINE- 187 in Irg, spac, 
clean apt for M/F, 30+, no-smk 
no pets. Near T/bus. Avail 2/1/99 


600+ 
617-730-9812 


DORC/JFK 2Ms sk 1M (25+/NS) 
for 3 bdr, 1 block to T, str pkg, yrd 
2 prchs, strge, gay frndly, no pets 
$275+, avi ASAP. 

(617)2 82- 7888 

EAST BOSTON Sk Mi rmmte to 
shrrm. 2BR apt w/bath LR kit. Be 
cin resp & neat. Ref's req'd. avi 
now 617-561-4522 


EAST BOSTON Sk M non-smk 
respons. for 1rm, pvt bath Near T 
5mins to Govt Ctr. $300+ 1/3 util 
Call Jose 617-561-8924 


FOR MORE 
ROOMMATE 
LISTINGS, CHECK 
OUT OUR LATE 
CLASSIFIEDS IN 
THE BACK OF 
THE NEWS 
SECTION! 


GREAT 
BROOKLINE 
NEIGHBORHOOD 


BROOKLINE Vil. F sks quiet, 
cnsdrt F, 27+, for snny, pceful 
2BOR. Nr T, stores, & park. Grt 
nghbrhd, w/d, dw, frpic, hdwd firs, 
prch. $500+, no 
pets/smkng/drgs. Avi now. 617- 
232-3842. 


GUARANTEED? 
Well, yes. All of our ROOM- 
MATE ads come with the 
Phoenix Guarantee. That is, 
we'll keep running your ad until 
you find your perfect roommate 
Guaranteed. A 4-line ad is only 
$69. Place your ad today and, if 
a Say so, we gladly renew it 


the prery 4 wo eeks! 


assif eds. 
617-859-3300 


HYDE PARK on T, cls to Forest 
Hills, furn bdr in 2bdr, sunny, cin, 
quiet, must be N/S, non-partier. 
$420+ utils. (617)364-7618 


JAMAICA PLAIN- 1M, 2F, 1 cat 
sk prof, consid, neat M/F, 22-30, 
for 1/1. W/d, st pkng, close to T, 
no more pets. $400+ utils. 617- 
522-9781 





MILTON- Sk M/F, 25+, prof, N/S, 
pet frndly, to shr 3BR hse, prkg, 
yrd, w/d, prch. Avail now. $475+ 
utils. 617-696-1331 





MISSION HILL- Shr apt with 
beautiful = views in Mission 
Hill. Near Green/Orange line 
Call Helen @ 617-541-0259 


MISSION HILL 
Sm bdrm in 3bdrm. $317/mo + 
1/3 utils, 1sVast. Hi/hw incl. Nr 
Oran Ln. Avail 12/1. Call 617- 
442-2242 Lv msg 


MODERN TWNHSE 
WATERTOWN- 3rd fir, (furn) 
room+ for mature prof female, 
Shr w/Mom & daughter. Air & 
Indry. $475+. 617-924-4174 


Verwe 


That's what we hear every day 
from people who placed a Guar- 
anteed Ad in the Phoenix Room- 
mates Section. THE GUARAN- 
TEE: We keep running your ad 
until you find a roommate. And a 
4-line ad is only $69. So, what are 
you waiting for? Place your ad 
today and if you say so, we gladly 
renew it for FREE every four 
weeks! 
The Phoenix Classifieds 


859-3300 — 


NEWTON Prof. M/F, 27+, to shr 
Ige. nice hse. EIK, D/W, W/D 

ining rm., 1.5 bths., yard & 
garage $600+. No pets 
(617)965-3035 


NICE BROOKLINE 
APT. 


BROOKLINE-2F skg M/F for 
spac 3BR apt. prk inci. W/D, all 

util. incl. Modern kitch. and Bath, 
$680 call 617-739- 4214 
REVERE BE ACH BLVD- Mature, 
quiet, N/S M pref, to shr beaut 
waterfront apt in 3 fam hse. Lrg 
frnt/rear decks, on/off St pkg, cls 
to T. $400 incl hV/elec. 781-485- 
0507 


REVERE BEACH 3M sk 4th for 
3rd fir rm in furn hse. 3bIk to 
Beact/stores/T. $350+dep & ref 
Call 781-289-5788 


ROSLINDALE- Victorian home, 
4 sk 1 more to shr, big yrd, nat 
wdwork, frepice, $375 inclusive, 
must B gay-friendly. Avi now 
617-327- 9958 © 


ROSLINDALE- 15min commute 
to dwntwn. Sk M to shr 2BR in 
Vict home, nr Arboretum & cmmtr 
rail, prvt 1/2 bath, Irg prch, fplace, 
dshwshr, w/d, pool. Avail 1/1. 
$550+. 617-325-4021 


ROXBURY XING skg 1 M/F, N/S, 
to shr 2 bdr apt, 5 min wik to Mas- 
sArt & NU. EIK, lvg rm. Nr grn & 
orng Ines. New paint. Avi 1/1/99, 
$400 incis hV/hw. 

(617)442-2237 


SOMERVILLE/Porter Sq- Skng 
resp M/F to shr 3BR apt. LR, 
kitch, bth, private porch, no pets. 
$370/mo+ utils. Avail now. 617- 
666-0298 


























SOMERVILLE- Sk F, non-smk, to 
shr 3BR apt nr Union Sq, sunny 
rm, hdwd firs, w/d, prkg. Avi now. 
$385+ 617-628-0754 





SOMERVILLE EAST 1Br in n 3BR 
apt. Hdwd firs, nr trans, 
$350+utils. M/F, N/S pref. Avi 
now 617- 776-0662 


SOMERVILLE- $560 incl util N/S 
F sks F to shr sunny, spac 3BR 
hse, frnt/back prchs, Indry, on st 
pkg, wik to T. No pets. 617-623- 
9593 


Rehearsal Space 


WEST ROXBURY skg MF for 1 
bdr in 2 bdr hse, quiet neigh, pkg, 
w/d, yrd, prch. Avi 12/1. $450+ 
utils. Pets ok. 

(617)327-6609 


WEST ROXBURY-1M sks 1M/F 
for 2BR, near charles river loop, 
$280+utils, N/Pets or smk, Avail. 
asap, call 617-325-3185 


WESTON 
WESTON Skng N/S M/F, 25+, 
consid, qt., for 1BR in 4BR hse. 
Close to comm. rail, very qt., 
woods. Pets ok. $480+ 1/4utils 
Indep hsehid. Avi. 1/15/99 
Call 781-899-3507 
WINTHROP- GWM, wie cats, 
sks quiet, cin, N/S M for 2BR, off- 
st pkng, $400/mo inci all utils, 
avail 6/1. 617-846-0041 











SOMERVILLE/PORTER SQ. 
Rmmt nded for 1/1/99 or sooner. 
2M, late 20s, sk M/F. Across st 
from Prtr T. Great Loc. We are 
musical and arts oriented. $400 
617- 988- 1876 Allen 


SOMERVILLE 2F wntd for 3BR 
apt nr Davis/Teele. 2firs, nr 
T/ouses, yrd, 2prchs, pkg, EIK, 
LR, study, dog. $450+. Avi. 1/1 
Darcy 617-776-3094 
SOMERVILLE/Inman Sq- nr 
Harv, skg 1M/F for 3 BR apt 
Indry, no pets, nr bus, avi 12/1, 
$475+ utils. 617-666-4687 


ar amr Ao HILL Sk 

M prof/grad stdnt for 1 sm BR in 
nice 4A apt. Nr bus/Rte. 93 
W/D, pkg, Irg LA/kitch. $280+ 
617-776-1979 


SOMERVILLE 1F&2M sk 1 WF 
for spac Davis Sq apt. Steps to 
bus, walk to T, Indry. $450+ Avi 
immed. Cali Evan @ 781-646- 
0680 


SOMERVILLE- GWM iso M to 
shr Irg apt. No smoke/alc. Lrg 
bdrm, 1.5bth, w/d, dog, pkng, on 
T. Quiet. $500/mo inc ail 

Call 617-776-7206 











SOMERVILLE- Nice 2BR apt on 
T, on street parking. Prefer fe- 
male, 25-40. $450/mo. Call John 
617-623-8629 


SOMERVILLE F 23+ to shr. 
sunny, large, quiet, clean, Vict. 
hse. w/ yard, stor. front & rear 
decks. Nr. Porter T & bus $300+ 
617-623-9505 


SOMERVILLE/Union Sq- 2Fs sk 
F to shr Irg 2nd fir.3BR apt, w/d, 
prch. Smkr/cat ok. Avail 1/1 

$450 incl utils. 617-776-8314 











SOMERVILLE apt rm sublet avi 
1/1/99-7/1/99, ex loc, cls to T, 
Davis Sq, etc. 2 quiet, respon Ms. 
W/D, dish, furn or non. $375+ 
utils(about $50 per mth) 

Ed (61 7)776- 6835 





SOMERVILLE- Sk F for Irg 3BR 
apt nr Tufts, hdwd firs, mod bth, 
w/d, dw, pkg. No smk/pets. Avi 
now. $600+. 617-818-6967 


SOMERVILLE 1 prof M and 2 fer- 
rets sk 1 veg N/S MF in 3BR 
sunny top fir hdwd w/d. Frndly 
hse, 2min to Prtr T. $600+utils 
Avi. 11/1 617-776-0270. 


STURBRIDGE AREA 
Looking for GWM seeking GM 
roommate. Students welcome 
18-24. Have two 4-wheelers 
Only sincere replies. No aico- 
hol/drugs Call 1- “508- 347- 117 


WALTHAM Prof GM & cat sks 
GM to shr Irg 2BR in hse. Hdwd 
firs w/d dck nsmkr no more pets 
$375+ avi now, 617- 899- 9542. 


WALTHAM skg M/F, 25-30, awe- 
some hse, pkg, w/d, yrd, 

A/C, $475/mnth, call for many 
cool details. 

(781 )647- 5161 


WATERTOWN 1/1/99 M sks prot 
MF, late 20s-early 30s, to shr irg 
apt in 2fam. Very spac, hdwd firs. 
mod kitch, w/d, drvwy, yrd, 
2prchs. $500+ Call Patrick 
617-924-0058 

WATERTOWN SQ- N/S MF to 
shr 3bdrm hse. Lg bdrm, off st 
pkng, nr T, have cats. Avi. 1/1. 
$425+ utils. Cail Steve or Tracy 
617- 926-0851 


WATERTOWN- Rent reduce for 
female to 15hrs clean, veg cook 
& after school care in new 
twnhse. Eng! speaking, exp, refs, 
Car a +. 617-924-4174. 


WATERTOWN- Sk WF to ‘shr 
5BR, 1.5bth, nr 57 bus/Pike, 
shops. Prkg avail. No pets. 1/1. 
$490 inc! utils. 

Mike 617-926-7010. 


WATERTOWN/Belmont line- Sk 
F, 30+. Grt nbrhd. Lrg apt just re- 
done. Quiet, garden, ony 
more cat ok. 3 min walk to bus. 
$410 incl all. 

617-926-4285 














SOMERVILLE- room avail in 
spacious apt for M/F to shr w/M. 
Nr Prtr/Davis, on st pkg, no 
smk/pets. $500+. 
617-776-0824 


WEST NEWTON 1F, N/S, wntd 
for Ig 3 bdr apt, shr w/1M & 1F, 
yrd, prch, off-st pkg, no T access, 
$370+, avi 11/15. 
(617)332-0074 





WOLLASTON- Free rent! Fo only 
Shr furn studio w/prkng. Some 
cleaning, and food-buying re- 
quested. Call Brad 617-376- 
2309 


EOMRANTEDD 


HOUSEMATES 


To place your own Housemates 
ad call (617)859-3300 





Acton or Worcester. Free room 
for help renovating classic hous- 
es of GM pair. Write Box 3167 
Worcester, MA 01613 





Acton or Worcester Free room 
for help tenovating classic hous- 
es of GM pair. Write Box 3167 





Acton or or Worcester Free | room 
for help renovating classic hous- 
es of GM pair. Write Box 3167 
Worcester, MA 01613. 


ALLSTON 


Insanely cool 4 bedroom house 
seeks 1 male/female housemate. 
Private yard, outdoor hot tub, fire- 
place, modern everything. 2.5 
bath (private, full bath in available 
room), full swank styley. Must tol- 
erate musicians and their noise 
(all good musicians). $625 plus 
utilities (subsidized by bands). 
Available ASAP. 
Cail Danie! or Bill 
617-779-0068 
Or Dante 
617-787-7761 


ARLINGTON- 2Fs sk F, 25+. 2 
rms of own. Lndry, next to bike 
trail, bus, pkg. No more cats. 
$400+. Avi 12/15 or 1/1 
781-643-5199 


BRADFORD Prof non smk M sks 
same to shrfurn 2 bdr new home 
nr 495 & train. $550 w/ut! Tempo- 
rary rental o.k., storage avi. (978) 
373- 9366 








BRIGHTON- Sk prot F 25- 35 for 
Irg 4BR hse, w/d, dshwshr, prkg 
Smkr/cat ok. Nr T/Bus. Avi 
1/1/99. $400. Call Barbara 617- 
254-3026 


CAMBRIDGE coop hsehid sk F, 
40+, people of coilor/cultural di- 
versity encouraged to apply. 
Long est, friendly comm. nr Har- 
vard T. Call 617-876-1750 before 
10 pm 


CAMBRIDGE/PRTR SQ. Sk 4th 
M/F, 25+, for frndly, semi-coop 
apt. nr T, Irg, sunny. No 
pets/smkg. $450 incl ht 
617-491-5812 before 10PM 








CAMBRIDGE/Porter Sq- Rm in 
Irg indep/co-op Vict hse, 
nosmk/pet. 2kit, 2bth. $395 incl 
gas/elec/ht. First/last/house fee 
617-628-5497 
ee you k ow that all. 
hoenix Housemate 


ads are GHARAN- 


That's right, we keep running 
your ad until you find a house- 
mate. And a 4-line ad is only $69. 
So, what are you waiting for? 
Place your ad today and, if you 
om so, we gladly renew it for 
FREE every four weeks! 
The Phoenix Classifieds 


859-3300 


DORCHESTER- Sk cin, resp, 
30+, no pets/smk, to shr spac 
Vict, nr red line. 2Ms, 2 pets. 
$400+. 617-825-6805 


DORCHESTER- M/F, 28+, 
ag my to shr Irg hse wF, wid, 

is, pkg, N/S, no pets. $500 inci 
utils. Avail 1/1. 617-282-6312 


DRACUT Mat rmmt to shr home 
N/S N/Drugs $300 inc. utils Sec 
dep req. Cali Dan 
978-453-8749 


EAST BOSTON-Loft Creative 
Female wanted to share unique 
marina space. 2500S0Q ft 22 win- 
dows 575+ Jon 617-569-4746 











HALIFAX-prof. M sks same to 
shr. 6 room lake front hme, nr 
train to Boston $100 wk +1/2 util 
1 mnth sec. 781-293-0080 


HAVERHILL 1M/1F sk F, to shr 
Irg remodeled home, furn bdrm, 
deck, drway, $250+ utils. 

Avi now. 978-521-6751 


JAMAICA PLAIN- nice rm, 
$525/mnth incis utils, no lease, 
convenient location, quiet hse, 
ood for creative person 
617)524- 7427 








LEXINGTON 25+, for sm rm in 
pleasant hse on Pleasant St 
N/S, no pets. $300 inci utils. 781- 
861- 8737 


LEXINGTON Nr conservation 
land. F for Sbdrm hse. Hdwd firs, 
Irg yrd & grdns. 3 full BA, wd, 
pinty of pkg. 2 fpl. No pets/smkrs. 
$350/mo-+utils. Call 
781-860-7286 


LOWELL- Prof GWM sks GM. 
2 rms avail now in 3BR Colonial, 
1.5bth, EIK, w/d, drvway pkg, cls 
to Rts 3/495, Lowell Cmtr Rail, 
walk to UMass-Lowell. $450 and 
$325, both + utils. 978-458-9509 


NEWTON (WEST) 
Non-smk M/F for Irgst of is in 
charming antique sunny house 
off street on 1 useable wooded 
acre. Very quiet, pkg, wik to 
bus/cmtr rail. Dwshr, w/d. Unique 
k/dng/fam room. 1 xtra rm, rg 
strg. $695+. Call Dutch 617-851- 
9128 


NEWTON CORNER Share 
meals and chores in friendly N/S 
co-op. BDR in renov. Victorian 
w/garden, w/d, dw, frpic, on bus 
line. No more pets. $450 incl utils. 
Sec dep req 

617-527-3477 








ROSLINDALE- M/F wntd, nsmkr, 
F pref, pets(?), bus/T, off st pkng, 
w/d. Avail ASAP. $350+ utils. 
Oliver 469-1709. 


SUDBURY 
AVAIL NOW 


SUDBURY- Quiet nrbrhd, 2br on 
2nd fir full bath, liv room, w/d, shr 
kitchen, utils. $625 per month. 
Call 978-443-3319 


WALTHAM Skng M/F, 25+ prof, 
for 3br hse $450 inci utils, w/d, 
dw, pkg, nr “T” (x-bus, #70, rail) 
ay! 1/1/99. 781-899-9658 


WATERTOWN- F, 25+, to shr his- 
toric antique hse. On T, beaut Irg 
yard, must see! Whole 2nd fir inc! 
2rms, pvt bth & stor. Shr kitch, 
Indry, off st pkg. N/S, no pets. 
$500 negot. + utils. Avail 1/1 or 
at 617- 926- 6639 


WHETHER YOU’ RE LOOKING 
for someone with a good sense 
of humor, someone with a great 
personality, or just someone with 
a dependable car, when you 
piace a Guaranteed House- 
mates ad in The Phoenix Classi- 
fieds, you'll find a housemate 
you're sure to get along with 
Guaranteed. Call 617-859-3300 
today. 


EUARANTERD 
SUBLETS 


ALLSTON- 2 bdr apt, $1090, 
avail 1/1, 5 min wik to Harv 
BSchool, off-str pkg, w/d in bidg, 
heat incl, cats ok. No fees 
(617)562-1492 


BACK BAY STUDIO 
Furnished, cabie TV, fax, unlimit- 
ed local calls. $300 a week. 781- 
440-6576 


CAMBRIDGE-Kendail sq., 2bdr 
duplex apt avi 1/98, brand new all 
amenitities,wik to T,gar/prkng, 
$1950. 617-577-8830 


ROOM FOR 
SUBLET 


Newly renovated, fully furnished 
rm. on Harvey Street nr Mass 
Ave. Close walking distance to 
bus and T. TV, VCR, cable includ- 
ed. Shr modern kit and bath with 
tenants, wkly cleaning included. 
Avail Dec 98, $700/mo. 


Hendrik 
617-576-9598 eve. 


SOMERVILLE 1-2Br nr Davis 
1/1-summer, 5 Irg rms, furn, for 
resp N/S. $1000/mo + utils. 617- 
666-8158 


Use the Phoenix Guaran- 
tee to sublet your place this 
= Simply place an ad in the 

uaranteed Sublets section and 

we'll run it for as long as you 
need it. It's so easy, and a 4-line 
ad is only $69. Call the Phoenix 

Classifieds for more details. 


859-3300. 


APARTMENTS 


**ATTENTION** 
For more APARTMENTS see 
Late Classifieds in the back of the 
News Section. 


























in the Phoenix 


Commercial Space 








































BACK BAY 1BR apt on St Bo- 
tolph. Kitchenette, cable, cozy, 
1blk from T and Pru Mail 
$670/mo. Avi. 1/1/99 


BOSTON 

NO FEE APTS. 
All sizes. 
ole All prices. 


nofeeapts.com 


617-975-0003 


Owners Advertise Free 


FRE ROOMMATE 

ATCHING 

The most advanced roommate 

matching system is now available 

for FREE Get instant matches 

on the web. Privacy guaranteed 
.Roommate 
ccess.com 








MEDFORD/Somerville line- 
1BR, furn, EIK, w/d, ac/cable 
avail. No smk/pets. Avail 1/1. 
$850 incl ht/hw. 781-396-9633 


SOUTH soe, 


Sidi yi ers, $750, 
dr, Wp i a. 31100, 


ay oth ea It 


(61 368-47 


APTS. WANTED 


ALLSTON/FENS/BK BAY - 
BU student, M, 26, seeks rm 
for 1/1/99. I'm cin, neat, N/S, 
but smkg ok. $500-600 mnth 
(401)466-3144 


BERKLEE Vocalist sks shr/rm 
Less than $400. Or 3BR apt 
under $1000 from 1/99. Frndly, 
respons. Have cats. 
514-288-1564 Montreal - Call 
collect 


‘SABBATICAL 
HOUSE 
WANTED 


Middle-aged professional couple 
seeks house in Cambridge area 
for Spring ‘99 semester. Have no 
children. Contact Eve Averill, 
9901 S. Hoyne Avenue, Chicago, 
IL 60643. 773-233-8502 














Two art-oriented Fs, mid-20s, 
seek 2 rooms, low key environ, 
we love music & outdoors, will 
pay $400 each, have two cats 
(617)522-3863 


it) 
SPACES 


WATERTOWN Nr Victory Field 
High School & Sq. 5- 10 min wik 
to T. Safe off st pkg small $50 
large $60. 617-926-8048 


SEXSONAL 


RENTALS 


ESCAPE 


ATTN: Lovers/Artists 

2 secluded old cape cottages on 
the Bay. Private estate. N. Truro, 
minutes to P-Town. Wks and Wk- 
ends. Janet 

508- 487- 1857 


NEWFOUND LAKE N.H. 1 1/2 
hrs from Boston. Camp with style 
& comfort. rustic, campfire set- 
ting with plenty of room to star 
jaze. Near beautiful river view. 
mall cabin, private & clean. 1 
bdr with wood burning stove, 
screen porch complete with rock- 
ing chairs, working stove to cook 
breakfast, refrigerator. weekend/ 
weekday rentals 
Call for info. 


603 744-6921 











SKI VERMONT 


Vermont based ski house, 
Stowe/Sugarbush area, has 
share memberships available. 
Great house. Great Price. Call 
Rolf or Steve 617-482-2420 


VACATION 
RENTAL 


St. John USVI. Brand new luxu- 

ry 5BR, 6BA villa; pool, hot tub, 

tropical views, private; walk to 
beaches. 


703-845-0363 
SKI 
WATERVILLE 
VALLEY 
Ski shares avail. 5BR, 4.5bth, 
luxury condo: 2 kitchens, 2 fire- 

places, sportscenter. 
781-749-9111 ext. 111. 


or e-mail for photos 
paul @large-machining.com 











Music, Theatre & Arts 


To place your own Gigs ad call 
(617)859-3300 


SPROFESSIONAL 
MUSICIANS 
ONLYS 


Looking for great players for es- 
tablished rock/dance/cover 
band. Clubs we play are The 
Kells, Waterworks, The Harp, 
Jose Macs, and many, many 
more. Good $$$ to be made if 
you have the right attit., you are 
committed, and you love to play. 
Keys, bass, drums, and guitar. 
Call for auditions and more info 
about who we are @ 


617-773-2440 
Must have own 
car! 


RERAKERAEEAEAARAAEE 


Excellent Songwriter (| 
Play Guitar & Keys) with Melodic 
Marketable Songs Seeks Orig. 
Band or polished 
musicians/male vocalist. I'm 
Looking For Real Musicians 
#628-4132 Joe 


A ZEN THING 
Somewhat centered creative 
competent musicians incl Bass 
and perc wntd for experiment 
tock combo. Rick 617-492-7563 


ABLE BASSIST 
FOR HIRE 
Groove-grabber/pulse-pumper. 
Playing from the center of the 
music and from the heart of the 


song. Can sing, too. 
508-785-3009 


AC/DC TRIBUTE SHOW 
Thunderstruck sks vox, Sing 
oackup, must travel. Call any- 
time 

{508)853-4521 


ACCORDIAN- 
BUTTON 
or other trad instr player wanted 
dy overbooked, Ir/Celt/Trad/Rock 


2and. Call 9-6pm. 
781-648-0023 

















Adventurous F vox wntd (poet as 
nell?), opera-theater, melody- 
yarration. Music is electronica, 
John Zorn, jazz, 20th Cent clas- 
sic, circus, visual, improv. On- 
joing studio record project. Call 
Jon (617)782-7180 or Nick 
781)659-7310 


ALL INSTRUMENTS 
4ll musicians, all instr, wanted to 
ind grooves & pull tubes. 
3iues/funk/R&R. Gigging. No be- 
jinners. 617-236-0352 


An experienced & reliable Song- 
writer/Singer/Guitarist sks 
band/musicians into rootsy, fun, 
frustrated, sincere, hopeful & of- 
ten foot stomping sound. Mostly 
originals, some covers. Work 
hard play pubs, record, sunday 
BBQ's, Doug 781-329-3294 


TTENTION 

USICIANS 
Vocalist seeks players. Into Mas- 
sive Attack, Morcheeba, Bjork, 
Photek, Radiohead. Call Shawn. 
617-905-4326 


ATTN: BANDS 
AND SOLOISTS 


Press agent known throughout 
industry for talent development, 
to set up special press related 
bookings for recording compa- 
nies seeking new acts. Services 
include PR, press releases, 
copy writing and qualified intro- 
ductions 
Crusade Records 
781-235-3354 











Band with 3 gold records sks 
drummer w/gold spray paint to 
make more. Black Market Me- 
dallions at 

(781)396-1471 


BASS & DRUMS 
Sought for new — ACID FOLK 

uitar du INF: 

vmnURTX/YLT/Ween/SY, on 
the jazz slide. Working band in 
‘99. Calli Gold 508-349-7986 or 
JP 508-222-6969 





Bass and drums needed to com- 
plete sop min pop/rock band 
Space in Pawt., R.!. Infl: Beatles, 
Kinks. Mike 

(401)737-2692 


BASS AND KEYS 
Snger, sng wrter, gtist, w/drms, 
sks bass & keys for recding, and 
live perf. Early-mid 20s. Inf: 
Springstein, Dylan, Hothouse 
Flowers. Call eves 4pm-10pm 
Serious only. 617 7-254- 3888 


BASS NEEDED > 
For Natick-based band w/space, 
record equip, gigs. US:Melodic 
alt rock w/taste for rootsy blue- 
grass. YOU:20something, w/job, 
trans, dedication, social skills. 
Slappers need not apply. Call 
(508)655-2395, x1 


BASS NEEDED 
Working band w/CD nds M/F 
bass, vox a +, trans a must, seri- 
ous only, West of 128(Rt. 2) Call 
Steve, lv mess. 

(978)537-8653 


BASS PLAYER 
NEEDED 


F/M bass player wntd for Female 
fronted band. In the vein of Kid- 
ney Thieves, Curve, Garbage, 
NIN, Cure. 617-783-5472 














Bass player wanted for Provi- 
dence area working band. Orig- 
inals and covers. Call 
401-432-2249 


BASS SEEKS NOW 
Working band, exp, vox, quik 
ears, time, GB, clubs, F/T-P/T. 
Tim (781)891-5446 
timnickerson @netscape.net 





BASS WANTED 4 up-n-comin 
R&B-Hip Hop-Funk-Pop Band 
w/CD, management and gigs call 
265-5460+(F VOC+KEYS) 


BASS WNTD. WKG ORIG BAND 
aware unpredict sng strng play 
ers big dark lush abrasive seeks 
same. 

508-697-5378 








Bass, drums needed for orig 
band. Indie Label. Have reher 
studio. Infl: P.McCartney 
K.Moon. David 
(508)358-2275 





Bass, electric/acoustic avail 4 
pro, paying gig situations only. 
Have trans call 

781- 324- 0790 anytime 


BASS, LRGTR, 


for rock band play various music 
styles. Vocals a plus. Don't have 
to be a pro. Call Paul 781-899- 
4076 


BASS-BIG 
BAMBOO 


28 yrold avi 2 mecigig w/orig bnd 
N2, AIC, JA, NIN, P4P, Tool, 420, 
expmnt w/FX. Gd equip + atude 
Live in Manch, NH-will travel. Rik 


(603)624-0136 


BASS/DRUMS WNTD 
Sngrt/sngwrtr Mike Previti needs 
fresh bass/drums talent. Much 
live perf. to support new rel 
show. Time & commitment, we'll 
do the rest. Brian 
(978)948-8617 
pezzy @ mediaone.net 


BASSIST AND 
KEYBOARDIST 
WNTD 
Exceptional and motivated 
bassist & kybdist with vocals 
wanted for highly successful, 


original rock group. 
781-646-9843 


BASSIST AVL 
For temp/permanent gigs & stu- 
dio work. Rock, pop, alt, etc. Can 
also double on gtr. Pro/working 
bands only! Andrew 
(617)486-4252 


BASSIST w/vocals seeks 
working G.B. Band, studio work 
L.A. session Vet, Berklee Grad, 
studied w/Charlie Binacos 

call 617-776-4239 


BASSIST 
WANTED 


by the Junkyard Jam. Laid back 
funk. Good listener required 
Must love to lay it down; also be 
comfortable with looser feels 
Originals/covers: Herbie Han- 
cock, Sly, War. Have tape; diver- 
sity/versatility appreciated 

Call Tim 781-736-1796 











BASSIST/ 
VOCALIST 
WANTED 


South Shore based modern func- 
tion band, “The Naturals,” seeks 
bass wiead vocals, good stage 
presence and energy. We play 
everything from Sinatra to 
Smashmouth. Excellent oppor- 
tunity for a solid, versatile player 
with strong vocals who can work 
between 60-70 weekend gigs per 
year. Good —. great band 


Send f 
7 epee e aturals 
aed soa St 


areingult 02184 
or e-mail to 
NatBand@ aol.com 


BASSIST FOR LUX 66 
Mature player needed for up- 
and-coming Boston band with 
gigs, press, airplay. On local 
compilation, recording CD. We 
like adventure, sneaky grooves, 
dysfunctional pop. Call Steve 
(617) 789-4245 


BEEFY BOTTOM 
We need a Bassist! 
Sax/Gtr/DrvVKeys have materi- 
al. Ready to entertain whumor & 
improv! Good listener. 70's 
Miles/Zappa. Tom 
(617)983-3459 


BIG BOTTOM 


Former bassist for the Denny 
Lane Band (McCartney & Wings, 
Moody Biues) is available to fill in 
for paying gigs. Blues, rock, and 
fusion only. Don't cancel your 
show, call me. For interview, call 
761- ‘938 ees 


BLUES + R&B 
Blues musicians wntd by song- 
writer/producer with backing $$$ 
for CD, club dates, and tour. Pros 
only. 





978-657-7538 
BLUES HARP/VOCALS 


Gtr, keys, bass, drums, seeks 
harp/vocais M or F. Must have 
soul/angst, maturity, trans. Into 
raw blues. Ready to gig. 
508-473-9977 





BritAma Productions seeks drum 
& bass for Blues/Rock/Jazz ef- 
fort. Pro attitude, able to take di- 
rection & travel to 

Plymouth, MA 

(508)747-2789 


BUCKNERS seek 4th band 
member to play bass or guitar 
Vox a plus. Rock/pop origs, CD, 
& freq gigs. 617-215-BUCK 


CALLING 
ALL MODS! 


Pro guitarist w/wide open ears 
and a large pallette of influences 
(‘60s/90s Brit pop, surf/spy, early 
punk, and more), seeks others to 
create bold music. Searching for 
bass, voice, and drums w/pas- 
sion and power. | work in the in- 
dustry and have connections, so 


call Jacques at: 
"981-483-8159 





CELLO & DRUMS 
NEEDED 


Looking for cello & drums/perc 
for “New Rock” songs. Melodic, 
raw, honest. 2 CDs, 3 singles 
Bruce 617-262-4672 or David 
61 7-232-8144 


BLUES GUITAR | 


Avi for wkg band, sessions, or fill 
in. 33 yrs exp., will cut any gig on 
the fly. 


(978)649-5502 
Christian 


Guitarist/electronic 
musician/songwriter sks bass, 
drums, keys, and vocals for chris- 
tian modern rock project. Call An- 
drew @ 781-391-2964 








CHRISTIAN Guitarist’ singer/ 
songwriter sks bass, drums, keys 
for modem rock sound. Pref ages 
21-31. Call Steve 
978-470-3238 


COME ON 
DRUMS/GTR needed for original 
pero Call if your infil: Beatles, 

head, ElvisC, Pixies, Big Star. 
Gtrist must also sing. Call Steve 
617-492-7366 


CONGA VOCALS 
| am a singer/conga player seek- 
ing duo, gigs. Have nice PA, lead 
vocals w/ huge repetoire; some 
guitar, also drum, all styles. Call 
Mike: 
978-388-9957 











Dark textural band seeks F vo- 
calist with eclectic influences, tal- 
ent, creativity, and dedication 
Call Jon 617-666-9849 or Marc 
781-643-2628 





Decent gtrist w/exper in country 
or classic rock w/vox and harm 
Doubles on bass, drums, some 
keys. No ego. 781-665-4632 
7PM 





DONNIE OvES PRO- 

JEC 

Skg pro drummer that can play! 

For recording, gigs, travel, etc 

Rock/blues cross over, orig & 

cover. Must be able to lock into a 

groove & play funky. For interview 

call 

(978)532-7255 or 

(781 )938- 4470 


DRAW ANE 
aya 
Hei IBU 
Seeks lead guitar, bass, keys 
with vocals a must. Must be able 
to tour. Pros only. 
781-749-2522 


DRUMMER 
AVAILABLE 


Pro drummer seeks working GB 
band or other pro musicians to 
form one. Professionalism and 
love of money a must... | have 
equipment, chops, practice 
space is? 1 ey ae Please call 
hi ~464-1072 
Cave message 
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DRUMMER AVL 

For estab, modern, pop/rock, orig 
and/or cover bnd, w/career 
mnded = Have exp, trans, 
space, PA., and knowledge of 
local music scene. Also avi for 
Studio & fill-in gigs. Prefer 
Boston/Providence area 
(508)673- 5 


sid DRUMMER oid 
Wanted - Into dark rock, tribal 
mood stuff - like Gabriel/Ban- 
shees/Harvey/Cave, etc. Must be 
serious and passionate. Call 
617-782-1504 





Drummer & sound eng wntd by 
est local all-orig pop/rock band 
Commitment & trans a must. Cali 
617-437-9141 

DRUMMER FOR YOU 
Need a sub/session drummer for 
that upcoming gig, tape, or CD? 
I'm a pro w/ exper., chops, good 
ear, gear, trans., and reasonable 
rates. Call Fernando at 617-547- 

349 


e-mail; fdrum @ hotmail.com 


DRUMMER 
NEEDED! 


for pop/rock band. Have label in- 
terest. Pros only! Call for tape 


401-467-5374 


DRUMMER — 
SEEKS... 


musicians to create orig rock 
band and get onto the scene 
ASAP. Ser ing. only. Call Dave 
617- 924- 4472 





Drummer skg RsB bnd, infl BB 
king, Wily dixon, Rolling Stones, 
Call ask for Chip 617-361-2109 


DRUMMER WANTED 
Guit, bass, vocals seek drummer 
for orig. bluesy melodic metal 
band. Larry (781)273-0250 ext 
6135 or (978)443- 2561 


DRUMMER 
WANTED 


by vocalist/guitarist/songwriter to 
form original rock band. Infl: Se- 
badoh, Neil Young. Call Jon at 
617- -628- 3047, 








DRUMMER 
WANTED 
Working #1 Van Halen Tribute 
band, Diver Down, ISO Alex(VH) 
ASAP. Must have sack, team 


Player, and pro gear. Call 508- 
743-0656 


DRUMMER 
With years of studio/live exp, skg 
orig, or cover orig bnd. Have 
reher space and trans. Serious 
only. Fred 
(508)230-8680 Iv mess 


DRUMMER& 
BASS WANTED 


Profs only, orig. guitar-driven, 
melodic rock with serious minded 
career goals, large jam space 
Salem, MA. Call Eric at 


781-599-3648 











ORUMMER, finesse, versatile, 
musical, Jazz, Rock, Funk, Top 
40, 8 yrs travel exp. Many re- 
pa Avail now. 617-661 


Orummer with experience & 
transportation seeks general 
business/cover band. Call Tom 
(508)997- 6159 


DRUMMER 
WNTD/GIGGING 
ORIG. BND 


gtr/bass/and keys need versitile 

drummer infl:Live, Police,Rush, 

Alice in Chains, Call Don 
508-384-4166 


DRUMMER YReAtist 
& KEYS WN 

Orig band forming seeks vocal 
ist, key, drums. Have rehersal 
space. Infl: Neil Young to Nir 
vana. Jim @ 

(978)251-2932 
DRUMMER/PERCUSS 
Looking for working situation 
weddings, studio, gb, etc. Want to 
form percuss ensemble and orig 


pr SoH 978-741-5662 


DRUMMERS!! 


The Chris Ware Band needs a 
drummer'! We dig the Stooges, 
Dead Boys, Black Sabbath, Joy 
Division, Elvis Presley. No stick 
twirlers or double bases please! 
Cali Chris or Scott at 

978- 323- 4672 


Drums + vox wntd Intl Rage, 
Sepultura, Biohazard. Reher 
spce in Lynn, nr T. Orig + pro gear 
a must. No B.S. Page Mike 
@(978)629- 1650 


DRUMS BASS VOX _ 
Wnitd by gtr w/15+ yrs exp for orig 
and some cvrs. Infl incl Type-O, 
Sabbath, Skynnard, Travers, 
Korn, : tg , VH. | have reh. spc 
& PA. J 
(61 Wen, 2686, after Spm 


ORUNSERASS 


Orums/Bass/Synth needed for 
futuristic band. Loud guitars, 
woven melodies, electronic 
drum-loops. Pumpkins, Cure, 
Radiohead,Swervedriver, 
Bjork.Call Jay @ 617-547-4077 


LRP SFENRER 


Looking to form or join oe 
Orig/covers for $$ plus we 
etc. No drunks, just pros. C 


Steve 
617- 472- 5723 


_ EXPERIENCED 
PLAYERS 


Singer/sngwrtr, R&B/Jazz, 
w/label int sks gtr, bass, keys, 
drums. CD release soon! For au- 
dition, leave msg at 
1-888-981-1359 





F Vocalist seeks working band or 
serious musicians. Back-up or 
lead, exp, powerful, soulful, 
funk/biues/rock. Call 
(781)647-5161 


ELECTRIC 
UPRIGHT 


Rob Wasserman can't do your 
project? Call me. Big bass, big 
sound! Jeff 

401-884-8305 


ESTABLISHED BASS 
LYE 

ks est. band to create a unique 
dance-able sound. Willing to ex 
periment with differ instruments 


& influences 
(61 7)327- 8961 


F vox with 20 yrs exp. seeks band 
or ind. musicians to create semi 
Classical or soft rock sound for 
gigs around Bost area. Call 
Donna 978-251- 1337 


F.O.1.L 


Looking for female players 
influences: War, Sly & Family 
stone,Beck, Bowie, Prince.For 
Funky org.band 


617-868-6329 


FEM VOX for Asia tour!!! Sing 
great, look sexy, and love to per- 
form. Top 40/Dance/R&B 
Top$$$,benefits. Boston Auds 
Serious only. 212-714-5399 


Fem vox wanted by 40+ gtrist to 

develop repertoire of standards 
w/intent to perform. North Shore 

area. Lv msg 

978-470-5011 


FEMALE 
VOCALIST 
WANTED 


Busy, established, Top40/func- 
tion band. Seeking experienced 
vocalist with excellent stage 
presence & ability to front a band 
Must be versatile in many styles. 
Good gigs; good $$. Ask for 
Marc 

781-834-7065 
Female vocalist wanted for work 
ing Funk/Alt cover band, must 
have exp & stage presence, in- 
strument a + 
(617)499-8607 


Female vocalist, 40s, seeks part 
ner(s) for duo/trio with class 
Must play keys or gtr., plus vo- 
cals. Call 617-924-7388 and 


‘leave msg. 


FEMALE VOX 
WANTED 


South Shore GB band seeks vo 
calist. Good money, easy work 
Variety of styles needed 

781 826- 8930 


FEMALE VOX 
AVAILABLE 


Experimental, theatr, alt 
PSmith, F.Mercury, Portishead, 
Sommersby. Send tape, will im- 
prov/use your lyrics. Will return 
all tapes 
Danielle 
c/o Walrus & James 
112 Pembroke 
Boston, MA 02118 


SR eter ere ea ar eee ee es ea ee 
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By Internet:At www.bostonphoenix.com 
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which it may be responsible beyond liability to give the advertiser credit for so much of the linage occupied by the advertisement as is materially affected by the error, provided that the Phoenix is notified by the advertiser of such error in an adver- 
tisement within seven days of publication. (Now go back and read that sentence aloud in one breath.) 
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Music, Theatre & Arts 





To place an ad call Phoenix Classifieds at 617-859-3300 


To place a display ad call 617-859-3227 





PRUNES 
GUARANTEED 


CONTINUED 


FEMALE VOX 
SKNG BAND 


Soul/funk/R&B female vocalist 
sks bass, gtr, keys, tenor sax, 
trumpet. Have orig, will do cov- 
ers. Access to studio/reh space 
Please call after 6:30PM 
781-293- 7418 


FEMALE vox needed For ‘$83 
busy $$$. Party band. Lve msg 
with complete details/bio @ 617- 
363 2851 


FLUGLEHORN 
R&B, Blues, Jazz, Latin, Funk, 
Pop-Blues vox, percussion, call 


617-367-3909 
Funkin’ F Vox 


Uprise is skg some serious, ded- 
icated, flavorful PHAT FUNKIN’ 
PIPES! We have rehearsal 
space, GIGS, and a CD to be 
made over the winter season. Be 
a part of the experience! Call 
Leon 61 7 522-9525 
NY TO 


‘SecaNG ALR 


Check out the NEW 
“Recordin: Studios” classifieds 
in Music, heater & Arts NOW! 


GO GO DANCER 


Surt-lounge-exotica band, CD 
out Jan., seeks attractive, ener- 
getic female go-go dancer. Musi- 
cal ability a plus. Please join us 
Leave msg 

Jim 617- 558- “3397 


Grateful Dead musicians wanted 
to jam. Call Bruce 
(781)324-1386 


GTR 4 80’s BAND 
Guitarist with wide range of 
styles needed. ability to sing, re 
produce 80's git sound a must 
From Toto to Kiss will be played 
call Jason 

617-859-4402 or 
govner @ tiac.net 


VOX AVAIL 
Seek Id gtr, bass, drums, keys, or 
sk estab band, for career orig 
Infl: Jrny, Queen, Billy Joel, Bon 
Jovi, Warrant, Slaughtr. No 
drugs John 781- 324- 3227 





Guitar & bass needed for all ori 
band. Creative jams, blues, ro: 
& ballads. Have keys, drums, vo- 
cals, equip. & space. Call 508 
695- 1064 
Guitar | & bass needed for ‘all ori 
band. Creative jams, blues, roc 
& ballads. Have keys, drums, vo- 
cals, equip. & space. Call 508- 
695-1064 

GUITAR PLAYER 

WANTED 

GAGE sks guitar player for origi- 
nal rck bnd, must have alternative 
style and presence. Infl:Def 
Tones, Korn, Rage, Nirvana. Call 


781- 594- “1469 — 


GUI 

WAN 
for established, original rock 
band. Promoting debut CD with 
gigs, radio, and sponsors. Seri- 
ous only. 
Mike 978-454-9828 
Adam 978-532-5008 


GUITAR WNTD 
2 Pop Singers (boy/girl) seek in- 
ventive guitarist to play country 
blues soul spirituals in elegiac 
mood swing. Ring 617-787-9513 











Guitar, bass, organ (40s) seek 
musicians for original fusion 
band. Call Tom: 508-624-9526 or 
Dave: 508-883-3267 


Guitar/Vox from Gary and the 
Gang seeks steady or sub gigs. 
Soul rock etc. 

Mike 781-941-1416. 


AND RESARDIST 


Needed for working top-40 funk 
and dance band. Call Spice or 
Sweetpea. 617-522-7573 or 
617- 822-2866. 
GUITARIST _ 

Lkng to form/join diverse, groov- 
ing, bluesy, hard-rock band. Vo- 
cals/bass/drums needed. Chris 
781-340-9183 








Guitarist needed (F pref) for 
groove and blues based cover 
band. Please be mobile (your 
own car), happy (no “issues”) and 
above all, talented. Call/e-mail to 
schedule auditions. We're look- 
ing fwd to hearing & playing with 
you! Cheryl 978-250-1920 x401 
or email chicband @sky. com 
GUITARIST S Shore based sks 
est ag band for wknd work 
Classic Rock, R&B Top40. 508- 
759-4819 


GUITARIST 


Pro guitarist, formerly w/Cheap 

Voova, Shoot the Moon, et al, 

seeks to join working cover/orig 

band. Inf. incl. Matchbox 20, 3rd 

Eye Blind, Sublime, Bosstones 
ike (508) 628- 3915 


GUITARIST — 
WANTED 


by the Junkyard Jam. Laid back 
funk. Good listener required 
Originals/covers: Herbie Han- 
cock, Sly, War. Have tape; diver 
Sity/versatility appreciated. Call 
Tim 781-736-1796 


GUITARIST W/ VOX 
Looking for steady working GB 
band. Have equipment & trans 
Can also db! on bass. Call Paziee 
978-524-8185 


GUITARIST AVAIL 
Seeks working band. Boston and 
So. NH area. Rock, jazz, blues, 
etc. Call Ed @ 603-598-7577 





GUITARIST/DRUMMER 
Skg lead vox for working cover 
band into AC/DC, Aerosmith, etc 
Must travel. Call Don anytime 
(508)853- 2416 


HARD HITTING — 


Drummer wanted - psychotic 
new metal. infl: Chamber, Zom- 
bie, Korn. Serious only. Call 
Jason 781-860-0304 





HEAVY METAL 
Bands send demo to Boston- 
based Indie label. All metal wel- 
come; Black, Grind, Death, 
Thrash, & even Giam 


T 
Bo Sox, 15608, Boston, 
A, 02215 


HORNS WANTED!! 
Successful Boston Funk/Ska/ 
Punk band needs SAX & TRUM- 
PET. Vocals a +. We have CD and 
tons of gigs 
Call Matt 617- 783- 3471 


HYPERCUBE 
CALL 4 


Keys and guitar needed for cre 
ative, futuristic people. Inf are 
NIN, Bowie, Prodigy, U2, Numan, 
Suede, Blade Runner, Curve, Kill 
Joke, Chem Bro, DM. If you, 
please call 617-825. 8971 





Keyboard player wanted for funk 
& R&B group to complete en 
semble. Inf: Sade, Janet, Loose 
Ends. Mostly origs, some covers 
Call Carl 508-821-2048 or Kevin 
508-880-3869 


KEYBOARD PLAYER - 


43yo guitarist/songwriter 
w/blues/rock CD seeks mature, 
non-smk, keyboardist w/vox to 
collaborate & promote part-time 
orig band. Call Paul 
781-229-2688 
blues @erols.com 


~ KEYBOARDIST — 
WANTED 


Original RootsReggae Band- 
John Browns Body- Full Time 
Commitment Positive vibes call 
Dave 61 7-442- 8556 uprise com 





Keyboardist nded Est orig rock 
band (Tribe/Cure/Garbage) 
w/CD, gigs, rehers spce, sks ca- 
reer-mded musicians, versatility 
(BG vox, guit) a +. No drugs/no 
metal heads 

781-662-1190 

978-649-7209 


PRO KEYS/VOX 
AVL. 


Looking for PT work. Into classic 
rock - 70s, 80s, 90s. Call Paul @ 
978-725- 3235 — 


KEYS. AVAIL. 
Hammond, Rhodes, Wurlie, Clav 
piano synths. Also trombone, gtr 
20 yrs exp. Call 978-649-2839 or 
PhilMcGlass @juno.com 





KEYS/VOCALS 
LOOKING FOR 
GIG 


Keyboardist w/vocals looking for 
working Classic Rock cover 
band. Avi immed. Great attit and 
gear Contact 
glehner @erols.com or call 781- 
391- 8651 eves or wknds. 


KEYS/VOX AVAIL. — 
Keyboards w/strong vocals look 
ing for working GB, Cover or trib- 
ute band. Exp. & gear. Evan 978- 
687-7461 





KIDS SONGWRIT- 
ER WNTD. 


flooky.com seeks children's 
music composer to collaborate 
with lyricisV/singers for record- 
ings/sales. Must have ability to 
write simple, happy melodies 
Call 

617.789.3790 





Ld gtrst w/id vels wntd for wrkng 
clssic rock/orig. band 978-374- 
0572 603-642-8493 call before 
9pm. 


LEAD 
GUITARIST 
FOR HIRE 


Singer/songwriter w/synth look- 
ng for studio or oe gi. 

de variety of styles. In 
tishead, DYoakam, Rev.H-Heat, 
Replacements. 


__ 617-964-0259 
LEAD SINGERS 


Cover band North of Boston 
seeks M or F singer. Not a Top40 
or classic hits band. Play ‘70s- 
now. PT, not FT. Call Mark 
603-887-6023 


LEAD 
SINGER/RHYTHM 
GUITARIST 
WNTED 


Boston area rock bnd. skg exper. 
lead singer/rhythm guitarist to gig 
boston bars and clubs. Must 
have strong melodic voice, solid 
rhythm, and excell. stage pres- 
ence. Must be dedicated. infi: 
60’s-90’s rock incl. VH, 
Cream,Zepp,Foo-Fighters, Bare 
naked ladies, Collective Soul, 
Hendrix, STP etc.serious in- 
quiries only, call Vin 1-401-823- 
0623 or sam at 1-978-664-6265 


LEAD VOX 6 BASSIST 


lead vox and bassist nded for 
modern rock project. help write 
orig. music with infl:Messiean, 
King Crimson, Genisis, Weather 
report, Yes. call bill 617-484- 
3326 


LYN PAUL & 
FATCAT SHAKE 


Is auditioning drummers. Must 
be steady, ded., pref., career- 
minded We are. orig 
pop/R&B/groove rock. Have 
mgmt, CD, local/nat exper. For 
info call Blackbird Music Ent 
508-587-3131 Lv. msg 


MALE LEAD 
SINGER 


Turning Point, an R&B/GB band 
is looking for a male lead singer 
MUST be experienced, profes- 
sional, and mature. Call, lv msg 
401- 247-2512 or 508- 822- 5620 


MANSON IS A 
SISSY! 


Freaks sought to complete the 
most deranged outfit ever. Must 
be willing to do anything on 
stage. ChainBrain seeks bass, 
drums, rthm guitar, possible 
keys, and total maniac vocalist to 
bring metal into the 90's with the 
hardest rocking freak show ever. 
Intl: Ozzy, Cooper, Manson, 
Slayer, J. Rose. No 1.C.P. 
wannabes. Leave an insane 
message and maybe we'll call 
you back 


617-824-4227 











MUSICIANS 
NEEDED! 


Guitarist looking for creative 
competent musicians w/pro atti- 
tude to form jazz band. Call after 
10PM 617- 983-3232 


‘MUSICIANS 
WANTED: front-man vox: R&B, 
Rock. Guitarist: Blues, rock 
Orummer: Funk, rock. Keys 
Biues. Studio work, poss band 
Tetsuro 
(617)734-7106 


WANTEBS 


Vox/keys with CD on indie label 
seeks gtr/bass/drums & high 
tenor male vox w/some key abil 
Styles include pop/alt/prog rock 
Send inquiries or tape to 
PO Box 428 
Weymouth, MA 02188 
or call: 781- 781-331-28 2531 


“MUSICIANS | 
NEEDED 


Swingout Sister meets Gentle 
Giant 


www. stamen. net 


MUSICIANS _ 
SOUGHT 


Guitarist seeks experienced mu- 
sicians or band, for modern elec 
tric jazz of prog. blues originals 
and standards 


Call Steve 
508-636-6757 — 


MUSICIANS!!! 
Moving company needs part time 
drivers/movers. Excellent pay + 
Tips. Must have great attitude 
No CDL license required. Call 
781-322-1679 


MUSICIANS/WRITERS 


Serious & outstanding individu- 
als for very successful, original, 
rock/pop band. Keys, bass 
drums, lead/rhythm guitar. Vo- 
cals, positive attitude/team play 
era must 

508- 881- 4606 


MYTH OF 
CONTROL 


Altrntv/hrd rck/metal. Seek bass 
for heavy, soulful, mystical, in 
tense, melodic, hypnotic, mean 
ingful musical exper. Call 617- 
731-1885 or 617-267-3937 


NEED BASS & VOX 

4 orig bluesy melodic metal bnd 
Would like 2 write lyrics w/mean- 
ing. Larry (781) 273-2630 ext 
6135 or (978) 443- 2561 








NOVICE DRUM- 
MER WNTD 


Wntd 21-32 for new orig 
punk/rock/funk trio bnd, have reh 
space, gtr, bass, 3yrs exp. Lkng 
for someone to give it a try and 
grow w/new band. Call 
617-354-5017 


ORIGINAL PROJECTS- exp 
gtr/bass w/composing/jazz 
chops sks serious players/writ- 
ers. Phil 617-262-7332 


Original rock band LIME GREEN 
sks visionary front person. Seri- 
ous inquires only. 781-272-4140 


PLAYERS NEEDED 
To perform & record orig rock 
Have a good ear & learn from 
tape. Serious & exp. please 
(781 )322-8409 


POP BANDS 
WANTED 


For upcoming Pop Showcase to 
run every other Saturday at the 
Kirkland Cafe beginning in Jan- 
uary. Interested bands, call Jim at 
617-922-4304 


PRO DRUMMER AVAIL 
Versed in many styles, 18 years 
pro experience, reading, chops, 
plenty of equipment to cover dif- 
ferent style gigs, trans, avail for 
wrk situation only. call steve 617- 
924-9129 


PRO F SNGR WNTD 
Duo, all styles, good range, call 
eves 508-945-5684. Lv mes- 


PRO BOCK BAND 
FORMING 
Need bassist, drummer, lead 
snger. Holding auditions at my 
studio on the South Shore. Call 
Steve B. 
(617)472-5723 








SINGER 
Lead vocalist/bassist seeks to 
join or form band. Alt/exp/comic 
tastes. Call Phil 617-424-8268. 
SINGER WANTED 
Est ail orig band w/contacts sks 
female singer/front person 
wiooks and attitude. 17-25yrs 
Ability to engage an audience 
Contact Tommy Skarupa 
304 Newbury St, # 309 
Boston, MA 02115 
617-824-4283 
tskarupa @snet net 


~ SINGER WNTD © 


Rock band seeks Singer who can 
sing & scream; & guitarist who 
hates solos. Many songs w/orig 
post-hardcore sound. Inf 
Chavez, SDRE, Quicksand, He- 
lium. 617-734-3290 


SINGER/SONGWRITER 
Acoustic/electric male guitarist 
seeks serious female counter- 
part. Standard/alternate tuning, 
beautiful melodies, intricate fin- 
ger style duet for original songs 
leading to performance. Quality 
voice accomplished fret work and 
hip stage presence nec. Must be 
able to give and receive inspira- 
tion. Charlie 


__(617)969-9466 


SKNG PROG 
MUSICIANS 


Multi-musician/kybdist/voc. sks 
other musicians/writers deter- 
mined to strive beyond existing 
stagnant music forms. Infl: prog 
rock, pop. Call Don 

781 -935- 3649 


STAN Soa 


Talented and “seasoned male 
lead guitarist/vocalist sks bass & 
drums for diverse biyes/rock 
gigs. Call eves 
(617)232-6514 











There's no such thing as a guar- 
anteed gig. UNLESS it’s a 
Guaranteed Gigs Ad in the 

Phoenix. Just place an ad in the 

Gigs Section and, if you say so, 

we'll renew it for FREE every 4 
weeks until it porns It's that 

simple. Call the Phoenix 
Classifieds for more 
details. 


_ 617-859-3300. 


TROMBONE 
PLAYER WNTD 


By Bim Skala Bim. Must have 
chops and motivation. Great pay 
i] 


Ca 
978- 745- 5499 





Two Guns sks M sngr, bass, 
drums for orig, melodic, hrd rck 
band. Studio demo a must. 
(978)251-7790 
http://www.iuma.com/IUMA/ban 
ds/Two_Guns 





U, Singing and playing the bass 
or key boards, having recently lis- 
tened to Neutral Milk Hotel, Yo La 
Tango, the Jam & Cat Power & 
looking to create’ with 
guitarisVotherist/singer & drum- 
mer.Call Matt 617-625-5650 
VOCALIST AVL 
Exp pro, powerful, dynamic, ca- 
reer-mnded, skg like-minded 
band. Infl: Zep, Janes, Fuel, Ra- 
diohead, Feeder. 
(617)389-2528 


VOCALIST 
Former national act 
(MTV) skg bndmates for 
blues/rock, tunes, contact, 
space 
Mike 

617-353-1303 


Vocalist/Lyricist needed for 
catchy, hook-laden rock, Chris 
617-234-5854 and Blair 781- 
648-4714 


VOCALISTS 
WANTED 


For estab acapella group. Must 
have exp w/4 and 5 part harmo- 
ny. Skng bass sngr, tenor, sopr. 
Call Richie 

781-665-2003 


VOX FRONTMAN 
Wanted for estab rock band 
Must be artistic, have good 
range. We have rhsi spc in 
Boston, demo tape, are ready to 
rock. 

Steve 617-254-6852 

or Jeff 617-327-7011 








ERUREVSNON 


Very exp, young, esygng, NEC 
rad, sks est band for gigs 
or org projects. Can read/write 

music, have plyed GB, R&B, Top 

40, Pop, Jazz, Ska, Reggae, Big 

Band, Rock, Alt. Prefer orig pro- 

ject but will listen to any offer, inc! 

GB & cover bands. Can travel, 

have car & equip. Free- 

lance/pick-up gigs ok, but would 
prefer a F/T gig 

Jimi (617)924-3868 Iv mess 


PRODUCER 
WANTED: 


M&F voxs - lyrx seek songwriting 
collaboration w/composer/pro- 
ducer type into trip-hop. 617-787- 
951 3 


REGGAE BAND 


Skg Id guitar, who also plays 
rhythm, bass player, and drum- 
mer 





Page Kelly 
617-703-1482 
or call Oral 
781-299-9434 


SAX PLYER AVL 
Tenor. Serious jazz musician, 
great chops, very versatile/reli- 
able. Own 60 charts for 6 pce 
bnd, swing & contemp music 
Call Benny 
(608)650-9108 


SAX WANTED 
by the Junkyard Jam. Laid back 
funk. Good listener required 
Section work critical 
Originals/covers: Herbie Han- 
, Sly, War. Have tape; diver- 
sity/versatility appreciated 
Call Tim 781-736-1796 


SEEKING 
SOPRANO 


A Cap vocal jazz q'tet wants hi 
sop. Fine reading, strong ens. & 
lead vocals, fun attitude, musical 
flexibility. Call 617-623-1344 





VOX NEEDED 
Dynamic M vocalist/frt man nded 
for estab, orig/90’s modern rock 
cover bnd. Pro attitude only. Call 
Brian 





(781)648- -2003 
VOX SEEKS 
POSTIVE ROCKERS 


music is spiritual food. the energy 
feeds the heart and guts and 
soul. vital forces: love, sex, unity, 
joy, change, awakening. look 
around at these times of cyni- 
cism, disconnection, depression 
we need music that uplifts hearts, 
stimulates connection, names 
the demons and defeats them 


meditate on it. what do you 
hear? is it on your radio? 


my influences: roots in the past 
eyes on the future. robert john- 
son, bo diddley, allen ginsberg, 
william blake, the stones, the 
doors, u2, pearl jam. sexy, spiri- 
tual, dancable, empowered, en- 
lightening 


s turn the pa 
eden 617- 629° 2906 


VOX WANTED 


Exp front man for gigging Boston 
heavy groove/thrash band. Ma- 
chinehead/Fear Factory/Coal 
Chamber. Range & ability to sing 
hea 





781-891-5635 
WANTED: MUSICIANS 
willing to meet once a week to 
make music and have fun. No 


pros! Call George 
617-770-1119 


“WEEKEND 
WARRIORS 


working weekend band to be is 
reforming, need exp lead gui- 
tarist, with vocals & female 
singer, 60's to 90's, R&B + R&R 
Call Dana:781-736-9175 





PHOENIX CLASSIFIEDS OFF 


, BOSTON 


WORKING BAND 
immediate Opening! Est, orig/cvr 
sks Bassist & Kybrdst, str vcis, 

ro att/chops/eqpt. Metallica, 
ool, ect. Practice S.Shore. 
(508)923-0269 


141) 


CLASSES/WORK 
SHOPS 


ACTORS 
WORKSHOPS 
SINCE 1956 
BOSTON’S 
OLDEST 
AND BEST 
PRO ACTING 
SCHOOL! 
617.423.7313 


P/T DAY 
CLASSES 
FOR ADULTS. 
P/T BEGINNING 
ACTING CLASS. 


P/T CLASSES IN 
TELEVISION 
COMMERCIALS 
AND FILM. 
SPECIAL 
TEEN CLASSES 
STAND UP 
COMEDY 
CLASSES 
SELF- 
IMPROVEMENT 
FOR NON-AC- 


TORS 
ALL CLASSES 
HAVE 
SHOWCASE 
PUBLIC 
PERFORMANCES 
IN OUR 
FULLY 
EQUIPPED 
THEATRE 
CALL FOR OUR 
FREE 
BROCHURE! 
617-423-7313 
40 BOYLSTON 
STREET. BOSTON 


HISTORIC THE- 
ATRE DISTRICT 


THEATRE 
ZONE 
ACTOR TRAINING 


Winter Classes! 








Acting 1 

Improv Ensemble 

Private Coaching: 

Audition preparation for on cam- 
era and stage. 


Classes are 10 weeks, $225 


Showcase performances & per- 
formance opportunities! 


Classes begin the week of 
Nov.30th 
Call now for our free brochure: 


617-887-2336 


www.theatrezone.org 


ONLINE WRITING 
CLASSES 
Gotham Writers’ Workshop, 
NYC's largest creative writing 
school, offers the most compre- 
hensive, interactive, easy-to-use 
online classes in Fiction, Screen- 
writing, Poetry, Memoir, Sitcom, 


& Nonfiction. 
war, write. ee 


877- 


for FREE broc 
rr 


INSTRUCTION 


DRUM 
LESSONS 


Taught Robert Kaufman, au- 
thor of “The Art of Drumming.” 
Endorsed by Elvin Jones, Jack 
DeJohnette, & Roy Haynes. In- 
struction for serious students of 
all levels. Improve the quality of 
your practice time & learn faster. 
Call for more info: 


_ 508-478-8954 © 
VOICE 
CLASS/LESSONS 
Improve pitch, increase volume, 
expand range, strengthen self- 
confidence. Supportive atmos. 8 
weeks for $120. Also piano, 


music reading skills. 
Call: 781-324-9183. 





ure. 








Voice Lessons 


All Styles 
With Karen Debiasse 









8 Lessons for $120 


+ Breathing + Posture 
* Mic Technique + Stage Presence 
* Confidence * PLUS: + Guitar + Piano 
+ Drums * Songwriting 
* Composition 


617-437-9141 









SHANIA TWAIN 


She’s 33, still has great looks, figure (sex appeal), 
writes lyrics, sings great, has a passion for music 
and songs, and determination. 


Talent Search: Female, age 28-34, with all 
of Shania’s physical beauty, talent, 
and passion to be a recording artist. 


All ethnic backgrounds and 
—}] music styles considered. 


> 
REDI 
MOTONS 





POP BANDS 
WANTED 


For upcoming Pop Showcase to 
run every other Saturday at the 
Kirkland Cafe beginning in Jan- 
uary. Interested bands, call Jim 
at 617-922-4304 









Now registering for winter 

Film Acting and Scene Study 
classes beginning 

the week of Jan. 18 










Call for information: 
(617) 542-4222 
Early registration recommended 


Mt 
SERVICES 


TL TC TET IN ERR BS Rem 
CD MANUFACTURING 
1000 CDs, full color, retail ready, 
under $1300! CD 1-offs as low as 
ba Nome ne @ $35/hr 
londerdrug Records 
617.262.9374 


RECORDS 
WANTED! 


Classical stereo: RCA 
LSC’'s, Mercury SR9000's, 
London CS6000's & jazz 

Tel/fax 508-990-3990 
E-mail stmassi@ aol.com 








DOMESTIC 





86 Dodge Caravan, 78,500mi. 
xlent cond (computer check- 
ecd), a/c, am/fm. $3300 277- 


1200 x404 /451-5240 x132 


SATURN SL1 1993 
Blue, 4 dr, pwr str, 5 spd, A/C, 
AM/FM cass, one owner, super 


cond., 115k hwy, $2995 or b/o. 
(781)756-0304 


SATURN SL1 1994, blue, 4 dr, 
pw str, 5 spd, A/C, AM/FM cass, 
one owner, oe cond. 75k hwy, 


$5000 or bo. 
617-266-0001, ext 2060 


‘72 Porche 911-T, red, partially 
restored, excellent running con- 
dintion. Must see. 69k miles. 
$6,500 or bo. 781-246-7517 


ota 4Runner SR5-6 
tan trans, 4wh drive. 
Excell condit. 60K miles. Leath- 
er, sunroof, 4 new tires. Cass. 





1995 T 
Limited. 


$22,500 obo. 781-581-9941 


UTOMOBILES 
Trucks 
LIMOUSINES 


sales & 
leasing 


Financing Available 
BAD CREDIT 
NO PROBLEM 
call 
Furst Financial Group 


(781) 
233-3354 


itr 
TICKETS 


ticket to Phoenix or 
ecember 30th. $250 
















One wa' 


. 800-786-7686 





For Sale 


REDI RECORDS 
(508) 358-4321 





INTERNATIONAL 


Booking Agency 


New Talent has been 
in the entertainment 
business for over 
40 years... 


COVER BANDS 
SOLOISTS 
ORGINAL BANDS 
R&B COUNTRY 

JAZZ ETC... 


CALL (781) 235-3354 








ON 


STUDIOS 
REC. STUDIO SP. 


Recording studio space for rent. 
Serious ing. only. 

(Rehrs. spc. also avail.) 
617-787-9513 


TinWolf Studios 
Caters to singer/songwriters, 
and bands needing additional ac- 
companiment. No band? No 
problem- real musicians, 

(not machines) availabie. 
YOU CAN AFFORD THIS! 
For details call 508-653-3720 


RENEARSAL 


SPACE 


STUDIOS & 
STORAGE 


Spaces for musicians and artists. 
South Shore, near T. Make reser- 
vations. 

781-226-5308 


















Billerica & 
Backstage 
Rehearsal 

1, u, 


& il 


Rooms Availabie Now! 
All Sizes All Prices 


Featuring 3 Complexes 
eModern Clean, 
Secure Rooms 
eSoundproofed 
«Climate Control 
e24hr Access- 
7days a week 
Surveillance 
Cameras*Card 
Access System 
«Onsite Security 
«Free Parking 
Over 100 Newly Built 
Rooms 30 Minutes 
North of Boston 


978,251,4324 
978.667.8472 


Ad Copy Deadlines are: 
Monday,2 PM for Personal Ads. 
Monday, 2:00 PM for Classifieds 
Tuesday, 4:00 PM for Late Clas- 
sifieds. 

Friday, 12:00 PM for Adult Ser- 
vices. 


Monee 


ARTIST’S MODEL 
Need female models with propor- 
tionate bodies for drawing in pri- 
vate studio. Experience not nec- 
essary. $13/hr. Short interview 
required. 617-787-0851 


WANTED: Unshaven naturally 
hairy women, 20+, for photo and 
video art. Nudity/No Sex 
617-738-6860 


es 


INSTRUCTION 


COMMERICIAL 
VOICE-OVER 
DEMO-TAPE 

WORKSHOPS 


ZEDZ MUSIC teaches the tech- 
niques needed to produce your 
BROADCAST-QUALITY NAR- 
RATIONS & COMMERCIALS. 
Our experience & world class 
studio provide the tools to create 
an impressive Demo-Tape 
w/music. Priv classes/work- 
shops. Scripts & workbook incid. 
Call 781-324-1989 
or fax 
781-397-8863 































MAXWELL EMPORIUM 





(a New maxwell enterprise 


MAXWELL COMMUNITY BUSINESS PARK 
65 EAST COTTAGE STREET 
DORCHESTER, MA 02125 


PH 617-825-9650 FX 617-825-9453 PCS. 617-308-1072 
HOURS MON-WED 82-4P™M THURS & FR! BL-6PmM 
SLT & SUN BY SPRORTMEINT 


WE OFFER A TREMENDOUSLY VARIED SELECTION OF USED 
FURNITURE, APPLIANCES & ANTIQUES FOR HOME AND OFFKE 
SAVE A FORTUNE IN OUR FIREPLACE SHOP 


ON SLT & SU S2./-4PM PLLLSE IST THE MAXWELL FLEA MARKET FOR INTERESTING STUFF REAL CHEAP 





APPLIANCES 


19 inch cube GE frost-free re- 
frigerator. White. Used, good 
condition. $175. Call Doreen 
@ 617-734-4069 


oH 


2 BMX FREESTYLE BIKES, 
$225 each or best offer. 
617-783-6308 


COMPUTERS 


COMPUTER $99! Complete, 
working 20Mb HD monitor, 
keyboard, much software. 
Frank 617-545-3269 eves 


IDEAL 1ST COMPUTER 
1BM 386 with 15 inch monitor, 
keyboard, mouse, 14.4 modem, 
internet ready, windows loaded, 
$300 or best offer, 617-868- 
5198. 


FORNITORE 


INING RM SET ausen 
nn, cherr 

chairs, table, hutch, 

never used, cost $3600, 

sell for $1500. Perf: 

cond. 781-273- 1558 


EUROPEAN LUX- 
URY BLANKETS 
FIRST TIME IN 
AMERICA!!! 
FOR FREE CATA- 
LOGUE WITH 




















9AM-6:30 PAM; FRI. 9-6 ¢X- 


SPECIAL LIMITED 
TIME OFFER 
CALL 24 HOURS 
TOLL FREE 
1-877-601-1100 
RECORDED 
MESSAGE 
OR E-MAIL AT 
EECLUXURY@ 
AOL.COM 


MOS 


INSTRUMENTS 
& EQUIPMENT 


1955 Gibson 125 $850 1951 Gib- 
son Lap Guit $550 1898 Pariar 
Guit $550 1957 silvertone $200 
617-266-5387 


Ampeg SVT2-pro all-tube, 300 
wts, 2 Eden 210XLT cabinets, 3 
mo old, $2400 firm. Randy 
(508)460-6420 


DRUMS 
Pearl Xport 5pc DW, double 
pedel. Sabian & Zildjian cymbals 
with cases. Lots of hardware. 
$650. Call Chris 617- 536- 8834 


FENDER AMP 
Bassman 100 watt vintage. Tube 
amp great practice amp! Must 

sell B/O. Call Jonah 617-491- 
1931 Leave msg. 


























GUITARS FOR 
SALE 

1955 Gibson ES-295 in excellent 
condition, with ali original P-90 
soap bar pick-ups, w/original 
hard shell case. Professionally 
refinished in jet black by former 
owner, blues legend Joe Louis 
Walker. $3500. 1986 American 
Standard Tele, w/jumbo frets, 
maple neck, in crimson metal 
flake. Ail stock, a few nicks and 
scratches. $450 w/hard case. Al- 
varez electro-acoustic Chris 
Smither-style guitar; deep purple 
finish, some scratches. $400 
whard case. Call Ted @ 617- 
568-9789 
KORG 01/W FD excellent con- 
dition w/manuais, 2-tier Ultimate 
Support stand & soft gig bag 
Rarely played. Call 617-232- 
4394 to make offer 


Les Paul Gibson ‘82 Tobacco 
Sunburst. Fender ‘72 Twin Re- 
verb, 135W. $1500 for both or 
b/o, Kurt 508-224-6521 ext 503. 





OVATION BAL- 
LADEER GUIT 


$550 powder bliue/cuttaway, 
case, excell cond 
978-461-2189 


PIANO!! 1998 YAMAHA CLAV- 
INOVA 

Beautiful case, Unbelievable 
Sound!! 

$2400/Best Offer 

617-859-3995 


Roland SP-808 grvesampier, al- 
lows 64mins digital record/samp. 
acts like multitrack record, D 
Beam Controlier, $1,000. Roland 
GR-1 guit synth, $650 
(617)524-6026 


TASCAM Portastudio 564 4-track 
minidisc recorder for sale. Orig 
owner/babied/never used. Paid 
$1200; asking $950 or BO. Call 
Jay 617-782-5410 


TAYLOR 12 
STRING 


Leo Kottke Signature Model. H/S 
case. Fishman Pocket Blender 
system. $1600. Leave message 
617-225-3210 








Trumpet - Paris Selmer Profes- 
sional model. Mint condition 
$1000. 401-635-8802 


YAMAHA PSR320 keyboard 
Gift; only used once. Too ad- 
vanced for me. $300. Call 

Rich: 508-564-5639 (Cape) 


—— 


ET AE RIS AIR 
FEMALE DALMATIAN 

1 Female. 9 months old, all shots 

$350 or best offer. Need excel- 

lent home. Mother AKC on prop- 

erty. 978-458-9509 


Services 


COMPUTER 


SERVICES 


COMPUTER 
SERVICES 


Tutor for your future, Upgrades, 
Advice, W/Patience, Win 
*95/'98...Just about anything 
Cali Barry Hans @ 

(508)647-6804 


for 


SERVICES 


VISA OR 
MASTERCARD 
UNSECURED 
$2500 CREDIT 


LIMIT 
YOU CANNOT BE 
REFUSED!!! 
BAD CREDIT OK. 
GUARANTEED 
APPROVAL BY 
PHONE 
CALL TOLL FREE 
1-888-634-8777 
DEPT. H 


GU, 
SERVICES 


$$GET INSTANT cash for your 
structured insurance settlement, 
jackpot, lottery payments. Best 
prices. Fast closing. Call PPI 1- 
800-435-3248 ext. 160 


“4 
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What a 
Great 
Idea! 


3 


AUTO LOANS 
OVER THE PHONE 


Toll Free - 24 Hours 
7 Days 


We Can Help Good 
People with Credit 
Problems! 


All you need is 

¢ Touch Tone Phone 

¢ Minimum $1200 per 
mos. income 

¢ Miniumum 6 mos 
with current 
employer and 1 year 
job history 

* 1 year in area 
aalialielaalelse mol aale)-) 
at current residence. 


CALL 
1-888-869-LEND 


or Call Victor 
The Credit Fixer 
(508) 832-9990. 
WAY AWA ale (o)Z0) (xe (=) (| 
Nictsmerelag 


Call 859-3300. 


ey in Le her, hr, in, hn, Mtr, Ll Ln, An, An, A Mn, Ln, A, ds. Ml, Lr Mle, Ln, Mn, Me, An, Mn, Al ls, Ln, Mn, Ms, Mn, A, A, Mn. Mn. Ln, Mn, La, 


Classified lines 617-859-3300 


Display advertising 617-859-3227 


MST. SERVICES TICNETS 


HERE'S HOW TO PLACE 
AN AD IN THE PHOENIX 
CSS ES 
CALL (617) 859-3300 
During these hours: MON-THUR 
9:00 AM to 6:30 PM and FRI 9:00 

AM to 6:00 PM 

Ad Copy Deadlines are 

Monday, 2:00 PM for Personal 
Ads 


Site 
EQUIPMENT 


Excellent piece of excercise 
equipment. Tunturi E603 Air- 
cycle combines efficient upper 
and lower body workouts for ex- 
cellent aerobic, muscular and 
cardiovascular benefits. The 
tunturi electronics module calcu- 
lates number of miles per hour, 
distance traveled, and calories 
expended. Aircycie is assem- 
bled and owners manuel is avail- 
able. Aircycle selling for 
$250.00. Call Wanda Camacho- 
Maron @ 617-739-1188 
NEW GOLF CLUBS 

Men's & ladies Cobra/Bertha 
copies. Irons 3-pw; Wds 1,3,5 
Never used. Wrnty avail. $350 
value. Ask $150 set 
508-852-3967 or 508-835-3443 


Irector 


Fast Caso For 
Any Purpose 


Mortgages, 
Car Loans, 
Business Loans, 
Venture Capital 


BAD CREDIT 
NO PROBLEM 
call 


Furst Financial Group 
(781) 
233-3334 
NEED MONEY? 


Distribute our health 


START IMMEDIAT 
1-800-881-9674 


NEED CASH? 


¢ Injured with a 
pending insurance case? 
¢ We advance cash on 
your personal injury case 
OTTOWA FUNDING 
Call Today (508) 829-7186 


We accept Visa, MasterCard, 
American Express, checks, and 
of course, cash. 

Let The Phoenix Classifieds 


rk for you. 
(617) 859-3300 


Find A 
ROOMMATE 
CHEAP. 
Not A 
PL cAPD 
ROOMMATE. 


The Guaranteed Roommates 
section of the Phoenix Classifieds. 


TICKETS for Rolling Stone 
Black Sabbath, Billy Joe 
Dave Matthews, Phish, Aero 
smith, and Patnots 
617-730-5716 


MIST. FOR SALE 


FENDER RHODES 
73 keyboard. Very clean. $450 
Mike 
781-416-6722 

HERE'S HOW TO PLACE AN 

AD IN THE PHOENIX 
CLASSIFIEDS 

CALL (617) 859-3300 
During these hours: MON-THUR 
9:00 AM to 6:30 PM and FRI 9:00 
AM to 6:00 PM 
Ad Copy Deadlines are 
Monday,2 PM for Personal Ads 
Monday, 2:00 PM for Classifieds 
Tuesday, 4:00 PM for Late Cias- 
sifieds 
Friday, 12:00 PM for Adult Ser- 
vices 
We accept Visa, MasterCard, 
American Express, checks, and 
of course, cash 
Let The Phoenix Classifieds 


work rasy 

(617) 859-3300 

SELMER SAX FOR SALE, 1975 
SELMER MARK Vi TENOR 
SAX, EXCELLENT COND 


ORIGINAL OWNER. $4,250 
CALL 603-436-7846 


CALENDAR 


Finally they're back! You remem 
ber these things. Small, monthly 
calendar bends onto your watch 
band. Amazingly useful! Great 
gift idea. 1-year set. Polished alu 
minum. Silver or gold. Only 
$11.99. Order info 
1-800-757-5765 
www.watchbob.com 
or send check payable to 
watchbob 
5114 Baicones Woods Dr. 
Suite 307-346 
Austin, TX 78759 


CCEMNERS 


PAT D CLEANERS 
RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL 
Looking for cleaning and janito- 
rial cleaning contracts 
in the Boston area 
Class A Work. Patrick, 


781 334-3790 


PERSONAL 


SERVICES 


ADOPTION 

Your gift of life will be the answer 
to our prayers. Young, happily 
married, childless couple iongs 
to share all their love with new- 
born. FT mom. Exp. paid. 
Patti/Johnny 

800-711-1577 





Answer our prayers please. 
Loving New England professor's 
family promises love, guidance, 
education, pets to share with 
newborn. Allowable expenses 
paid. Call collect: 


Judie/Eddie 1-800- 
488-5379 





THE BOSTON &@ 


Phoenix 
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[FEAT Senvices 


See em LE Ree 
NOTICE OF A PHASE | LIM 
ITED SITE INVESTIGATION 
AND TIER ti CLASSIFICATION 


371 BEACON STREET 
SOMERVILLE RTN 3-4432 
Pursuant to the Massachusetts 
Contingency Plan (310 CMR 
40.0480), an Initial Site Investi- 
ation has been performed at 
the above referenced location. A 
release of oi! and/or hazardous 
material has occurred at this lo- 
cation, which is a disposal site 
(defined by M G L.c.21E, Sec- 
tion2). This site has been classi- 
fied as Tier Il, pursuant to 310 
CMR 40.0050. Response ac- 
tions at this site will be conduct- 
ed by Beacon Service Center 
who has employed Joes S 
Loitherstein of Loitherstein 
Environmental Engineering, inc 
to manage response actions in 
accordance with the Massa- 
chusetts Contingency Plan (310 
CMR 40.0000) 
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services Director 


M.G.L. c.21E and the Mas 

sachusetts Contingency Plan 
provide additional opportunities 
for public notice of and involve 

ment in decisions regarding re 

sponse actions at disposal sites 

1)The Chief Municipal Office 
and Board of Health of the com 

munity in which the site is lo 

cated will be notified of major 
milestones and events, pursuant 
to 310 CMR 40.1403; and 2) 
Upon receipt of a petition from 
ten or more residents of the mu- 
nicipality in which the disposal 
site is located, or of a municipal- 
ity potentially affected by a dis 
posal site, a plan for involving the 
public in decisions regarding re 
sponse actions at the site will be 
prepared and implemented, pur- 
suant to 310 CMR 40.1405 


To obtain more information on 
this disposal site and the oppor 
tunities for public involvement 
during its remediation, please 
contact Mr. Joel Loitherstein of 
Loitherstein Environmental 
Engineering, Inc., 45 Beulah 
Street, Framingham, MA 01701 
at (508)872-6400 ext. 11 


we: 
LICENCED 


HAUL ALL MOVERS 
The best and the cheapest in 
town! 24 hours. 7 days/week 
You won't beat our prices or ser: 


vices 

(781)322-1679 
$5.00 off for mentioning 
this advertisement 


Ee ES SONNE STY SRR NE 
HERE'S HOW TO PLACE 
AN AD IN THE PHOENIX 

LASSIFIEDS 
cal (33) 859-3300 

During these hours: MON-THUR 

9:00 AM to 6:30 PM and FRI 9:00 

AM to 6:00 PM 

Ad Copy Deadlines are 

Monday, 2:00 PM for Personal 

Ads 


Dating Services 


NEVER BE 
LONELY AGAIN! 
1-900-776-4766 

Ext. 3770 


$2.99 per min 
Must be 18yrs 
Serv-u (619)645-8434 


Local 
Singles 
Meet!! 

Guys call 
(617)621- 
9070 
Get 60 Min 

FREE 
Women 

Always call 


SWING. LOCALLY 


Couples, singles andiiieanous. Call now! 


Record & listen 
to ads FREE! 


THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 
CONNECTION® 


Make the right call" 


Women always call free 


Ce 4 - > & ie TY 


Men call for 


dreamed of, call our Chat Line right now. 


free trial: 


a - > Be ye 


No matter how you look at it, all relationships have a beginning, middle and an end. To jumpstart a relationship you've always 


Monday, 2:00 PM for Classifieds 
Tuesday, 4:00 PM for Late Clas 
sifieds 
Friday, 12: 
vices 

We accept Visa, Master 
American Express, checks, an 
of course, cash 

Let The Phoenix Classifieds 
work for you 


617) 859-3300 


TCATONs & 


TRAVEL 


BE FLEXIBLE 
Mexico/Caribb $159 


rh (plus taxes) 


Europe $288 


rh (plus taxes) 
Cheap fared worldwide! 


Call 800-326-2009 


http://www. airhitch.org 


PM for Adult Ser 











The Nightline Service does not prescreen its’ callers and assumes no responsibilities for personal meetings via our phone service. Must be 18 or over. Toll charges may apply 








the puzzle 
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#1154 Lots of luck 


BY DON RUBIN 


What is the fewest number of moves necessary to get the 


black car out of the lot? The vehicles may move forward or 
backward in a straight line only. (No packing, cramming, or 

mere inching up.) And you must count every move, even if you | 
shift the same vehicle more than once. 


List the numbers of the vehicles, in order, in the space | 


provided. 





Rules 


1. Prizes for solving the Puzzle will be Phoenix Puzzle | 


Winner pens. 


| 

2. All entries must be received at the Phoenix office 
(addressed to Puzzle #1154, Boston Phoenix, 126 Brookline — | 
Avenue, Boston, MA 02215) by noon on Wednesday, 
December 23. Phoenix employces and their immediate families 


arc incligible. 


3. In the event of disputes or ties, the judges’ decisions willbe | 
final and arbitrary. We have only 10 pens to give away cach week, 
so when there are more than 10 winners we'll have a lottery. 

4. All entries must be accompanied by the Puzzle page. When 
possible, the answers should be entered on the Puzzle page. | 


Name 
Address 
City/Zip 





Solution #1152: Shake up 


1. Sandy — Chris 
2. Chris — Jackie 
3. Jackie — Pat 





Pens to the following: 





4. Sandy — Tracy 


a 


Dale — Chris 


6. Sandy — Dale 





1. Lisa Colantoni, Arlington 6. Deborah Cooper, | 
| 


2. Bruce Blakeslee, 


Jamaica Plain 


Watertown 7. Roger Vose, Sterling | 
3. Barbara Crosby, Beverly 8. Tamar Gonen, 
4. Brenda Matthis, Cambridge 

Cambridge 9. John Pendleton, 





rr 


& FATNESS 


PSYCHO- 
DYNAMIC 


REE. 
ra je. 


-Transition Experiences 
new school, city, relationships 
Depression-Feeling Miserable! 
Bilingual FrenctVEnglish 
Paris Conservatory of Music 
Graduate (1969) 
Former Concert Pianist 
20+ Years of experience, univer- 


Fees ARE HEGo- 
(617)734-8459 


fee 


BODYWORK 


Perea ae 


Total body massage for men. If 
you are looking for nothing less 
than the best, call me 7 days, 
9AM - 11PM 
Rob 978-352-6890. 
Massage Connection 





5. Edward F. Carye, 
Belmont 


10. Kate Brennan, Wellesley 


BEAUTIFUL MASSAGE 
For men only. Swedish/Esalen 
Complete hour long 
Ouvin. (male therapist) Bran- 


don, 
617-731-9288 





CELESTIAL 
MASSAGE 


Get relaxed with rejuvenating 
massage and soothing aro- 
matherapy, at your location! Call 


Tess 
(61 Teserrre 
mail: 
celestiaimassage @ nii.net 


Deep, Nurturing Mas- 
Sage. Licensed/Cerlified. Call 
Michelle 

between 8:30AM-10:30AM 
617-731-4336 
EXCELLENCE! 
The art & skill 
& the pleasure & therapy 
of a full-body massage. 


Jeff 617-236-7009. 


EXPERIENCED 
BRITISH 
MASSEUR 


Therapuetic Swedish/deep-tis- 
sue, tension & stress reduction. 
In/Out calis. 4 hands avi. Dis- 
counts/massage lessons/gift 
certs. avi. Serious replies only. 


Kevin 
(617)822-2944 





| 
Framingham 
| 
| 
| 


Mind, Body, & Spirit 


~- LANGELONE 
assage Therapy 
Day Spa ¢ ervices 


617-806-2351 
MASSAGE MAN 


Stressed out? Not getting the at- 
tention you deserve? Treat your- 
self to a relaxing, soothing 1 hr 
massage 2 Boston to 
Providence. Outcalls Only. 


(800) 219-5706 
Mark 








MASTERS CLINIC 
Best Body Massage 
Swedish/Thai 
by professional M or F 
macnn therapist 
Special: 4 hands w/hot oil 
Women, men, couples. 
IN/OUT 


617-783-7391 
Relay Fut ody 
Swedish/Deep Tissue skillful 


licensed therapist. 1N/OUT. Park- 


ing. Call Roman 
617)787-5527. 


HERE'S HOW TO PLACE 
AN AD IN THE PHOENIX 
SSIFIEDS: 

CAL (3 7) 859-3300 
During these hours: MON-THUR 
9:00 AM to 6:30 PM and FRI 9:00 
AM to 6:00 PM 














STRESS 
MANAGEMENT 
RESULTS 
CANNOT BE 
DUPLICATED! 
MY GOAL IS TO 
INCREASE 
CLIENT 
VOLUME!!! 
SATURDAY INTRO 
OFFER 
COMPLETE 
SESSION - $25 


STUDENT DISCOUNTS!! 
Try it again for the first time. 
Simply the best at reasonable 
rates. Open daily, Mon to Sat 
Cali Joe at 


Free initial 
consultation! 
1-978-640-9760 


STRESSED OUT? 
Why not try a little more pres- 
sure? A total body massage re- 
lieves stress and feels great. 
Swedish, Hawaiian, Deep Tis- 
sue, Accupressure, Shiatsu 
First session reduced rate. Call 


Lisa @ 
617-547-6191 


wot MEESace 


nung So Bodywork 
OT TUB 
Private Wooded Setting 
Nationally Certified 


1-978-266-2727 











PROFESSIONAL 
SWEDISH/DEEP 


SHIATSU 
MUSCLE MASSAGE 


$40 - I'll even 
come to you! 


DON 


(781) 945-2110 
TREAT YOURSELF 


THERAPEUTIC 
RELAXATION 


of Newton 
SWEDISH MASSAGE 


(617) 332-5994 
Open Mon-Sat 10AM-8PM 
* Seeking new 
massage therapists « 


















I SPECIAL $99 


Swedish & Thai massage 
by Professional M or.F 
massage therapist 
SPECIAL! 4 HANDS w/hot off 
women, men, couples. 
In/Out 


617.783.7391 
See 


our ad at 
BostenPhoenix.com 











ot, 


. > — 


COPYRIGHT © 1998 UNITED FEATURES SYNDICATE 
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4 BOSTON’S BEST 


ITS LIVE, ITS FUN AND ITS FREE. CALL 
ANYTIME 24 HOURS A DAY. 
PLEASE BE OVER 18.. 

CALL: 1-888-860-DATE (TOLL FREE ) 
OR an noth 


lonely again!!! 
1-900-776-4766 
Ext. 3770 


$29 per min. Must be 18 yrs. 

Serv-1 (619) 645-8434 Call Boston's hottest LIVE talkline 

4 Browse through personal ads from 

REAL PEOPLE who are live and 

TOW E R ni ews on line —- RIGHT NOW! Exchange 
101 Gorham Street, Lowell 


private messages with other callers | ‘a 
978-452-8695 until you find someone you want to PRIVATE CONNECTIONS ” 
\ 


Open y Days 6am to midnight connect with for live; uninhibitedpat® ELS V Pr 
“ee one-on-one conversation... with (o] | @ 2 RSONALS 
>. agianc : 


largest and Most “aaa ieee at | The quick, easy way to \_“ 


SoS) : meet single people today. 
| oa 
| 


: ° fj 
e Erotic Toys, Novelties and Leather Goods e NB) | call FREE 6 ! 7-62 | -6000 : 


e All new collection of Adult Comics 
e Over 10,000 Videos Starting at $5.95 MEN fer || FREE 6 | 7-62 | -06 I 0 G < 


' , ae ~ 


GAY MEN call FREE 617-621-7910 ’ . 
neW QUAD SCREEN ca . ( ie co 


~*~ ff 
* / 


; ps Mc re \, i if 
VIEWING BOOTHS | See 617/508 AREA CODES CALL | ‘ “A * VA RagbeLaooiicite, mg cn 


A Large selection of Adult | Sit trtt’ Saber el For credit card billing call 1-888-883-DATE 
Interactive CD Roms wae ae vr Toll Free/24 hours a day = SS Fo 
Zens . S a Ln RA ON 4M OY eee ee 


Callers must be over 18 PTM Telecommunications * 24-hour Customer Service: (800) 711-0046 





Nightline Put A Little 
ersonals y Romanc e In 


» Your Holiday. 





- Place your own voice personal. 
- Browse thousands of ads. 

- Send responses to ads. 

- Connect live with other callers. 


Give yourself a gift this year. 
Call now for our FREE offer! 


617-621-9000 


The Nightline Service doesn't prescreen callers and assumes no responsibilities for personal meetings wia our service. Adults only. Toll charges may apply. 
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European Lixury Blankets 
First time in America!! 
For FREE catalog 
with special limited time offer, 
call 24 hours 


TOLL FREE 1-877-601-1100 


(recorded message) 
eecluxury@aol.com 
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VISA or 
MASTERCARD 


UNSECURED 
$2500 CREDIT LIMIT. 
YOU CANNOT BE REFUSED 
BAD CREDIT OK. 
GUARANTEED 
APPROVAL BY PHONE. 
CALL TOLL FREE 
1-888-634-8777, DEPT. H 


sd ee 
a " ) 


at Brookline Place 
#2 Brookline Place Brookline, MA 02146 
617-232-9159 © Fax 617-566-8020 
++ MADELINE THE MOVIE $18.99 
++ AIR BUD: GOLDEN 
RECEIVER $16.99 
+ DVDs ARE NOW AVAILABLE! 
$1 OFF ANY VIDEO PURCHASE WITH THIS AD 
Most Extensive Foreign, Alt. Lifestyle, and Animated Sections in Boston! 


U-SAVE MOVERS 


Wishing all of our customers 
a joyous holiday season 
We look forward to serving 
you in 1999. 


617-625-8510 


Lic #16136 insured 














TALK TO MEN 
NATIONWIDE 


617-494-5555 








As Seen On Oprah TV Show! 
MEN, 18-45 Yrs. To $1,000/wk. 
Instant Cash! Greater Boston Area. 
Married/Single @ All Races 


FREE “Fantasy Black Book” 


TOTAL PRIVACY ASSURED 


24 Hr. Private Info: 617-499-7760 
or safesexgetpaid.com 


ONE NIGHT STAND! 


Owned & Operated by Women Seeking Casual Sex! 
You won’t meet your wife with us but you will 
have one DAMN GOOD TIME! 


1-473-473-4360 


18+ LD 


HAUL-ALL 
VIOVERS 


you won't beat our prices & our services 
the best & the cheapest movers in town 
24 HOURS — 7 DAYS 


= 322-1679 


mention this ad and get $5.00 off 


Earn $300 


Do you have painful and 
difficult relationships? 
Are you extremely moody 
or distrustful of others? 
Females between the ages 
of 18 and 40 are being 
sought for a paid 
medication study at 
Harvard Medical School. 


For more information, call 
Michelle Haynes at 617-855-3634 
Pl: Frances Frankenburg, MD 


WATCH BAND CALENDAR 


Finally they’re back! You remember these things. 
Small, monthly calendar bends onto your watch 
band. Amazingly useful! Great gift idea. 1-year set. 
Polished aluminum. Silver or gold. Only $11.99 
Order info: 1-800-757-5765 www.watchbob.com or 
send check payable to: watchbob, 5114 Balcones 
Woods Dr. Suite 307-346, Austin, TX 78759 





Penis/Nipple Enlargement 


Professional Vacuum Pump/Instruction. 
Gain 1 to 3 inches. Permanent, safe. 
Talat lalet-m-1a-1on i (els Ml fa -t- Mol geleial tl a-t-e 
Dr. Joel Kaplan 312-409-4030. 

- For latest surgical enlargement 
info call 1-900-976-PUMP 
($2.95/min.) 


EGG CEES TMB OARS 


iMARQUEE PAGE ; 
“ Safe Sex - Get Paid ” ® 


CHEAP 
VOICE MAIL 


Full Service. Unlimited. 
All Features. 
Local Phone Numbers. 


ALL BOXES ONLY 
$8.95 PER MONTH 


1-800-535-2738 
ext. 2701 


Signature Enterprises, Inc. 





GET 
CONNECTED 


Boston’s Best 


Private Connections Live Voice Personals 


550-FREE (3733) 


Call costs 10¢ per minute * 20¢ for the first 


Ladies Call FREE 
(617) 621-6000 
Men Call FREE 
(617) 621-0610 
Gay Men Call FREE 
Bintidc 621- slic 


r 18. PEM Telecommunications 24 hour cu 


QUIT SMOKING 
FOR GOOD! 
NATURALLY! 


Powerful herbal 
formula minimizes 
cravings & with- 
drawal symptoms. 
Worked for me, let it 
work for you. 
1-617-433-1956 


HEROIN ADDICTION? 
i s{r-lo a ComelUit@ eli m-tie-lio Mel mesial medi dalele-ly c-1Kg 


5 Hour Sleep through painful withdrawal 
anesthesia-assisted | PoSt-detox medications 


control cravings 
RAPID OPIATE DETOX Hospital locations in Boston, 
orcester & Maine 
Privacy & confidentiality protected 
The UniQual Network of Addiction Medicine 


1-508-620-5916 


AWA a elallelel-] mere] ag] 


¢ (800) 711446 


‘TO PLACE YOUR AD ON THE MARQUEE PAGE, CALL WHITEY AT 425-2677 
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@ In “Next Weekend,” Carolyn Clay talks 
with film director Anthony Drazan about 
his adaptation of David Rabe’s Hurlyburly, 
and in “State of the Art,” Carly Carioli cele- 
brates the video release of a classic ani- 
mated holiday special: Mad Monster Party. 
@ Plus, David Akiba at the Boston Public 
Library, Josh Wink at Axis, Lionheart at 
the Museum of Fine Arts, Chorus pro 
Musica at Old South Church, a Sublingual 
Records party at the Bad Girrls Studio, 
Piebald at the Cambridge YWCA, King 
Missile at Mama Kin, Patty Giurleo at the 
Middle East, The Gospel According to St. 
Matthew at the Harvard Film Archive, 
Stranger Than Paradise and Wings of 
Desire at the Brattle, Paul Buckley and 
the Bucktones at T.T. the Bear's Place, 
and The Thin Man Goes Home at the 
Coolidge Corner. 


film 8 
@ Peter Keough enjoys You’ve Got Mail 
without mistaking it for The Shop Around 
the Comer, but he’s afraid The Prince of 
Egypt is more profit than prophet. 

@ Plus, Star Trek: insurrection, La sépa- 
ration, and Ten Benny. 


ise 


thea ater 10 


@ Carolyn Clay finds Trinity Rep lighting a 
fire under Shaw's St. Joan. 

@ Jeffrey Gantz says “Rule Victoriana” to 
this year’s Christmas Revels. 

@ Matt Ashare talks with Toni Tennille 
about her roles in the production of Vic- 
tor/Victoria that’s coming to the Colonial. 
M@ And Anne Marie Donahue aisle-hops to 
The Lucky Spot and The Threepenny 


Opera. 


hil H | 





TT 13 


: Je Schwartz assesses the latest 
ec of A ye: contactors fork the BSO 


John Coltrane and Lee Morgan 





















@ In “Cellars by Starlight,” Brett Milano 
salutes the Mighty Mighty Bosstones’ 
“Hometown Throwdown,” then checks out 
Lars Vegas, retro-swingers with a differ- 
earl 

@ Carly Carioli catches the Jon Spencer 
Blues Explosion at Avalon and the Rev- 
erend Horton Heat at the Roxy. 

@ Charles Taylor congratulates ex-con 

‘Te to apologize. 

@ And in “Live and on Record,” more 
reports from. the concert front: Matt 








Roxy 
275 Tremont St. 338-7699 


Paradise Every Thursday, Roxy brings you 4 
969 Commonwealth Ave. 562-8800 taste of Latin Night with DJs Wilfredo 
On Saturday, 12/19, Camel and Paradise Diaz and Jorge Guerrero spinning cl "Waa ss le 
invite you and your friends to Original sabor Latino. Salsa, merengue and a | | ag ¥, 
Furohaus. It’s a night of international people ‘freestyle are the main ingredients for * a 
and music, with the sounds of DJ Eddie K. the Latin Night. Also check out Swing 
ith a ela mel me)(eag Man every Friday, with live local and 
national swing bands and the swing- 
Avalon ing tunes of DJ Big Daddy. Doors 


eee Bhs 1k our way to Avaland open at 7pm. Come in seaty 1 Gane 3 
efeveichl Pires tg Y instructions. Must be 21 or older. 


and discover yet another surprise. This time 
we bring back DJ Victor Calderone with his 
hot house skills that will have you burning up. B AR S f 3 amen A 


See you then... 
Bill’s Bar 
5.5 Lansdowne St. 421-9595 Wonder Bar 
Enter Bill's on Wednesdays and welcome a ‘2@6 Harvard Ave. 351-COOL 
new night, Funk and Groove. Check out the ‘Tonight - Thursday, 12/17; Camel and 
oYaxj mi (oles) Molivematelé(e late] MiNli] Solio meirele)i< Wonder Bar invite you and your 
bands. Also, hear the mixing sounds of DJ“ fends to enlighten yourselves with 
Tim Collins as he gives you a taste of great live jazz. It's the perfect combi- 
everything from Funkadelic to Santana. This Maun Of delicious food, fine Grinks 
is the grooviest of nights - Yeah!! Must be and a great atmosphere. Must be 21 
yao) me) (elag fe) me) elag . 


Axis G-Lounge 
13 Lansdowne St. 262-2437 174 Lincoin St. 451-7289 
Tonight - Thursday, 12/17, Axis brings you DJ =‘ Tonight - Thursday, 12/17, the G- 
Josh Wink, with all the housey tracks that will | Lounge Brings you 4 great perfor- 
fulfill your body and have you shakin’ your mance of Jose Ramos’ Special Blend. 
thang all night... Arrive early, the show starts at 9:30pm. 





Marie 
from Hibernia 


Phoenix Landing Les Zygomates 
512 Mass Ave. 576-6260 129 South St. 542-5108 


Join Phoenix Landing every Thursday for On Tuesday, 12/23, join Les 
their new night, Housey Grooves, with inter- Zygomates and Camel to celebrate 
national flavor. The night features DJ their Four Year Anniversary with an 
Gregory Zemour from Paris, along with DJ evening of fine food, champagne and © 
Demi Diggler from Ireland. Come and let a special Le Jazz Hot performance. 
these DJs funk your house. Must be 21 or older. 


© 1998 R.J. REYNOLDS TOBACCO CO 


Sweetwater Café 
3 Boylston Pl. 351-2560 


Thursday, 12/17, Camel and Sweetwater invite 
you down to the Alley for a performance 
from Tin Roof with their heart pounding 
acoustics. Come and enjoy a night of live 
music. Must be 21 or older. 


Sugar Shack 
F~ VED es 
= Every Sunday is Industry Night. This is the 
time to play for all you bartenders, man- 
agers, barbacks, waitresses, doorstaff, host- 
esses, linecooks, etc... Work all night, sleep all 
day, and now is your time to play at Sugar 
Shack. “In the biz” peeps, this is your night, 
so be there. 


533 Washington St. 338-6999 
Tonight - Thursday, 12/17, enter the world of 
(em Diese! House at Joy. All you sassy ladies 
2, and gentlemen, DJ Sava will set the mood for 
Sa a non-stop dancing house night. Proper attire 
S required. Must be 21 or older. 
Ri’Ra’ 
835 Beacon St. 262-2121 
Camel invites you to join Ri’Ra’ tonight! 
Thursday, 12/17, it's Tim Collins with top 40 
and hip-hop. Fridays, shake those hips to DJ 
Vinney with disco and top 40. Saturdays, 
SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Quitting Smoking a ee eee ee 
Sundays are a mix of disco and house with 


Now Greatly Reduces Serious Risks to Your Health. DJ Tim Ryan. Must be 21 or older. 


CAMEL LIGHTS 
11 mg. “tar”, 0.9 mg. nicotine av. per cigarette by FTC method. 
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Fear Factory 


Fear Factory, System of a Down, and Spineshank, January 12 at St. John’s Gym, 
Clinton: on sale Friday at 10 a.m., call (800) 477-6849. 


Maceo Parker and Babaloo, December 28 and 29 at the Somerville Theatre: 
call 931-2000. 


Rob Base and DJ EZ Rock, December 31 at the Palace, Saugus: 
Call (781) 233-7400. 


Push Stars, December 31 at the Paradise: call 423-NEXT. 


Huntington Theatre Company presents A Midsummer Night's Dream, December 
31 through January 31 at the Boston University Theatre: call 266-0800. 


Aerosmith and Candlebox, January 2 at the Worcester Centrum: call 931-2000. 


You're a Good Man, Charlie Brown!, January 7 through 17 at the Shubert 
Theatre: call (800) 447-7400. 


Cowboy Junkies and Over the Rhine, January 13 at the Roxy: call 931-2000. 
“40th Anniversary Benefit Concert: A Tribute to the Musical History of Club Passim” 
with Joan Baez, Patty Larkin, the Nields, Silver Leaf Gospel Singers, and the 
Charles River Valley Boys, January 16 at Sanders Theatre: call 496-2222. 


“Annie Sprinkle’s Herstory of Porn: Reel to Real,” January 19 through 21 at the 
Coolidge Corner Theatre: call 731-2626. 


Boston Wine Expo, January 23 through 24 at the World Trade Center and Seaport 
Hotel: call (877) WINEXPO. 


Superchunk, January 24 at the Middle East: call 864-EAST. 
Sinéad Lohan, January 27 at the Somerville Theatre: call 931-2000. 


Mickey Rooney in The Wizard of Oz, January 28 through February 7 at the 
Wang Center: call (800) 447-7400. 


Lee “Scratch” Perry, John Brown’s Body, and Lotus Sound, March 5 at the 
Middle East: call 864-EAST. 


Rolling Stones, March 23 at the FleetCenter: call 931-2000. 

Gypsy Caravan, April 3 and 5 at Sanders Theatre: call 876-4275. 

B.B. King, April 8 at Lowell Memorial Auditorium: call 931-2000. 

Meredith Monk, April 23 at Sanders Theatre: call 876-4275. 

TITANIC: A New Musical, June 9 through 20 at the Wang Center: call (800) 447-7400. 


COPYRIGHT © 1998 BY THE BOSTON PHOENIX INC 
REPRODUCTION WITHOUT PERMISSION, BY ANY METHOD WHATSOEVER. IS PROHIBITED. 


THURSDAY 17 
CLASSICAL. The New 
York—based a cappella vocal sextet 
Lionheart arc known for their 
impeccable but unorthodox 
performance of medicval music (for 
one, they like to lay on more vibrato 
than is commonly acceptable), but 
the results are earthy and 
convincing. Expect a touch of the 
pagan when Lionheart perform a 
varicty of motets, antiphons, and 
canticles in their program “Tydings 
True: Feasts of Christmas in 
Medieval England,” at 8 p.m. in the 
Muscum of Fine Arts’ Remis 
Auditorium. Tickets are $20, with 
discounts for seniors, students, 
children, and MFA members. The 
MFA is at 465 Huntington Avenue. 
Call 369-3770. 


FRIDAY 18 


FILMA. Religious leaders are in the 
spotlight this week, starting out 
with the big guy, Moses, who's 
voiced by Val Kilmer in 
DreamWorks’ much-hyped 
animation feature The Prince of 
Egypt (Cheri, Fresh Pond, Circle, 
suburbs), which also features the 
voices of Ralph Fiennes, Michelle 
Pfeiffer, and Sandra Bullock. A 
somewhat different prophct is 
played by Jonathan Pryce in Danny 
Boyle’s pre- Trainspotting 1993 
BBC mini-series Mr. Wroe’s 
Virgins (Museum of Fine Arts), 
which is about a 19th-century 
charismatic British cult leader who 
asks his flock for the comfort of 


the title maidens. The closest thing 
we have to sainthood in Hollywood 
these days is Tom Hanks, and he 
joins up with Sleepless in Seattle 
co-star Meg Ryan in You’ve Got 
Mail (Cheri, Fresh Pond, Chestnut 
Hill, suburbs), Nora Ephron’s 
remake of Ernst Lubitsch’s The 
Shop Around the Corner updated 
for the Internet. Pascal referred to 
faith as the ultimate wager, which 
is probably the furthest thing from 
the mind of the compulsive 
gambler deep in the hole played by 
Adricn Brody in Ten Benny 
(Kendall Square), a drama by first- 
time director Eric Bross. And on 
the subject of French philosophers, 
the week wouldn’t be complete 
without a Gallic entry about bad 
faith in relationships; that’s 
depicted in Christian Vincent’s La 
séparation (Coolidge Corner), 
which stars Isabelle Huppert and 
Danicl Autcuil. 
ALTERNA-XAMAS. As thc 
calendar becomes crowded with 
Messiah performances, Chorus 
pro Musica (now in its 50th 
season) is presenting a holiday 
concert of a different stripe: 
Benjamin Britten’s Ceremony of 
Carols (which was given its Boston 
premiere by Chorus pro Musica in 
1956), Heinrich Schiitz’s Latin 
Magnificat, and Hector Campos- 
Parsi’s Aleluya. The program will 
cnd with an audicnce sing-along of 
traditional carols. That's at Old 
South Church, in Copley Square, 
at 8 p.m. Tickets range from 
$10.50 to $25.50 and there are 


student discounts available. Call 
267-7442. 

And SpeakEasy Stage Company 
is holding over The SantaLand 
Diaries, which stars local phenom 
John Kuntz in an adaptation of 
NPR essayist David Scdaris’s 
raggcdly funny memoirs of 
temping as an clf in a department 
store. Four performances have 
been added: tonight and tomorrow 
at 10 p.m., and Sunday at 5 and 7 
p.m. That's at the Boston Center 
for the Arts Theatre, 539 Tremont 
Street. Tickets: are $16 to $22.50; 
call 426-0320. 


SATURDAY 19 


AVANT. Our pals at Sublingual 
Records get it on with onc of their 
all-avant improv confabs at the Bad 
Girrls Studio in Jamaica Plain. The 
line-up includes Nmperign, 
featuring local utility avant-saxist 
of note Bhob Raincy (playing 
soprano exclusively this time), 
trumpeter Greg Kelley, and 
percussionist Tatsuya Nakatani; the 
ubiquitous Saturnalia String Trio, 
with New York reed and flute man 
Danicl Carter as special guest; and 
Carter playing with APSU 
Ensemble, a new quintet in the 
downtown NYC/Boston-improv 
manner. Sets start at 9. Bad Girrls 
is at 209 Green Strect in Jamaica 
Plain. Tix are $7 and it’s all-ages. 
Call 388-9855 or 522-8423. 
Meanwhile, for mind-boggling 
avant-electronic noise mayhem, 
Continued on page 4 


ALL WEEK: Boston photographer David Akiba certainly deserves 
something for resisting commercial temptations for so many years. 
And he’s getting it in the form of a solo exhibition at the Boston 
Public Library’s Wiggins Gallery (third fioor of the McKim Building, 


eat orernnen swan snmrnnererne 


666 Boylston Street in 
Boston) that runs through 
January 25. Akiba, a 
fixture on the local gallery 
scene since MIT photo 
legend Minor White 
published three of his 
prints in a 1970 issue of 
Aperture, is, was, and, 
one can only assume, 
always will be an artist. 
The BPL show includes 
prints harking back to the 
late ’60s, spanning at 
least as many styles and 
interests — roomfuls of 
mannequins (1969) to the 
faces of marathon 
runners (1979, photo) to 
tree branches/Arnold 
Arboretum (1991) — as 
decades. Don’t expect a 
unifying theme; just 
delight in the fact that 
photography and art are 
still on speaking terms. 
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Pristeens 


Rock and roll on a quality-control level with 
women-in-prison flicks suits NYC's Pristeens 
just fine — though the studio gloss that flattened 
the punch on their major label debut didn't. Still 
on a bill with a band who take their name from a 
bona fide women-in-prison flick — Boston's 
Caged Heat, who this winter have the added 
guitar might of a member of Scissorfight boosting 
their garage-punk antics — they should make for 
a sinfully good evening. Along for the ride 
December 18 at the Middle East (864-EAST) in 
Cambridge are flesh-eating zombie punks 8-Ball 
Shifter. On the 19th the ‘teens tote on down to 
the Century Lounge (401-751-2255) in 
Providence, where they'll be joined by the 
L.U.V.’s, Ashley Von Hurter and the Haters, and 
Hammel on Trial 

The Middle East, long the last word on 
Cambridge hipsterdom, raised eyebrows last 
month by booking a Pink Floyd cover band — 
which means cool cats are really gonna flip when 
they find out that an all-original-members version 
of Quiet Riot will be rocking the room next 
month, on January 20. “We were pondering a 
special discount ‘with mullet,’ ” reads a dispatch 
from the club, “but the finance department said 
that would bankrupt us.” And though such 
happenings are rare in Central Square, it's just 
another day, another gig for the Station (401- 
823-4660) in West Warwick, Rhode Island, which 
has already played host this month to Mountain's 
Leslie West and Twisted Sister’s Dee Snider 
(Quiet Riot are scheduled there for January 23), 
and where Cinderella will rock the short-long 
shod on December 20. Some band called Moon 
Dog Mane claiming members of Tesla open up. 

It's Elvis’s story, more or less — the one about 
walking into a studio to record a song for Mom's 
birthday, getting discovered, and going on to sell 
millions of records — but it’s the one Celtic tenor 
John McDermott is sticking to, at least on those 
treacly direct-marketing ads airing late at night 
way up on the cable dial for his airbrushed easy- 
listening versions of old-folks tearjerker 
standards like “Danny Boy.” We've got a morbid 
curiosity about exactly who shells out $25 to see 
the guy sing Christmas tunes — when you could 
hear practically the same thing in any department 
store for free. Nonetheless, McDermott's at the 
Calvin Theatre (413-586-8686) in Northampton 


on December 18. 
— Cc 


Continued from page 3 

check out “Signal to Noise: A 
Night of Sonic Extremism,” 
which pits folks from the 
MassArt-associated Toncburst 
collective against NYC’s D}] I- 
Sound and a handful of other 
concrete auteurs. It goes from 
8 p.m. to midnight at the 
Washington Strect Arts Center, 
321 Washington Street in 
Somerville. Admission is $5. 
Call 268-6240 

ROCK. Plenty of sea onal 
surprises are in store for 
tonight's rock-and-roll 
Christmas pageant at the 
Cambridge YWCA. Yes, 
Picbald are actually planning 
on dressing up as Santa and his 
reindeer. And it’s possible 
there'll be costumes on a 
couple of the opening acts: Six 
Going On Seven, (who have a 
new split-seven-inch out with 
Florida’s Hot Water Music, as 
well as a stcllar new sct that'll 
be released as their second disc 
next year on Some Records), 
Close Call, and Joshua 
Attendees are encouraged to 
join the revelry and dress up as 
their favorite Xmas character; 
it’s a bencfit for Food Not 
Bombs, and it’s also all ages. 
Bring your $5 and your little 
sibling to 7 Temple Street in 
Central Square. Call 491-6050. 
FILA. The Prince of Egypt 
not withstanding, one of the 
most powerful religious films 
ever made is Pier Paolo 
Pasolini’s The Gospel 
According to St. Matthew 
(1964). Truc, it doesn’t have 
catchy tunes, but it’s faithful 
to the text and offers haunting 
landscapes and harrowing 
performances from its mostly 
amatcur cast, including the 
director’s mother as the Virgin 
Mary. It screens tonight at 
9:30 p.m. and Sunday at 7 
and 9:30 p.m. at the Harvard 
Film Archive, in the Carpenter 
Centcr, 24 Quincy Street in 
Harvard Square. Call 495- 
4700. 


SUNDAY 20 

MATH ROCK. Sort of a 
this-is- Boston-not-Chicago 
assemblage, even though half 
the bill's from Providence. The 
Wicked Farleys take the fast- 
and-furious high road, whereas 
Lynx go the Icss-traveled Don 
Caballcro route. The Rhode 
Island representatives are 
Jetpack, who have a disc out 
on that town’s Sampson label 
(purveyors of a fine recent 
indic tradition that’s brought us 
Dagobah and Robots), and 
Broadcaster. Pocket protectors 
are optional tonight at the 


FRIDAY: For as long as he 
continues to perform 
under the name King 
Missile (in photo), NYC 
smartypants 
singer/spoken-word dude 


Middle East, 480 
Mass Ave in 
Central Square. 
Call 864-EAST. 


MONDAY 21 


FILAA. Few Amcrican 
independent filmmakers 
combine off-the-wall 

whimsy with rigorous 
minimalism to such good 
cffect as Jim Jarmusch, and 
his best cffort might well be 
the flaky road movie 
Stranger Than Paradise 
(1984). John Lurie and Richard 
Edson play a pair of low-kcy 
New York losers wh« 
accompany headstrong 
Hungarian immigrant Eszter 
Balint to Cleveland, where they 
come face to face with Lake 
Eric. It screens at 3:30 and 
7:40 p.m. at the Brattle 
Theatre. Paired with it is 
Jarmusch's underrated Dead 
Man (1996), a flaky period 
road movie in which Johnny 
Depp and Gary Farmer play a 
fronticrsman and a Native 
American who come face to 
face with the 19th-century 
American West. It screens at 
5:15 and 9:30 p.m. The 
Brattle’s at 40 Brattle Strect in 
Harvard Square. Call 876- 
6837. 


TUESDAY 22 


FILMA. Onc of the best ways to 
get in tune with the wistful 
melancholy and spiritual 
reflectiveness of the holiday 
season is by watching Wim 
Wenders’s Wings of Desire 
(1988). Bruno Ganz plays an 
angel in a divided Berlin 
tempted to Icave the sublime 
detachment of his black and 
white existence by the worldly, 
full-color beauty of aerialist 
Solveig Dommartin. Peter Falk 
offers earthy advice. It screens 
at the Brattle Theatre Tuesday 
at 7 p.m. and Wednesday at 


TA 


THURSDAY the 17TH: The former Josh Winkleman — 
better known to techno-heads as Josh Wink (in 
photo), the DJ behind the CD Hearhear (Columbia) — 
returns to Lansdowne Street after a tour opening for 
Meat Beat Manifesto (who checked into Axis back on 
November 7). This time Wink’s headlining, which 
means he’s going to be spinning hard-hitting beats to 
his heart’s content. That’s at Axis, 13 Lansdowne 


Street; call 262-2437. 


4:30 and 9:30 p.m. Also 
screening is Wings’ not-so- 
celestial sequel Faraway, So 
Close (1993), which takes up 
the ex-heavenly hosts after the 
Wall has come down. It screens 
on Tucsday at 4:15 and 9:30 
p.m. and Wednesday at 7 p.m. 
The Brattle’s still at 40 Brattle 
Street in Harvard Square. Call 
876-6837. 


WEDNESDAY 23 


ROCK. Orbit drummer Paul 


Buckley joins family and some 
fricnds from around town on 
stage at T.T. the Bear’s Place 
tonight to celebrate the 
holidays in, well, loose rock- 
and-roll fashion. His one-off 
pick-up band, the Bucktones, 
will be exclusively playing cover 
tunes all night, with help from 
as many special guests. as are 
ready, willing, and able. T.T.’s 
is at 10 Brookline Strect in 
Central Square. Call 492- 
BEAR. 

FILAA. They don’t make 


Sib d kbp i 4§hade > 





John S. Hall will have the odd misfortune of being known as Mr. “Detachable Penis.” That’s what you get for 
having a novelty underground hit with an amusing song about a guy with a removable member. Bet it seemed 
like a good idea at the time. Anyway, Hall’s back with another incarnation of his band King Missile (in other 
words, it’s not the “Detachable Penis” line-up) supporting a new album on Shimmy Disc titled Failure. It 
features Hall ranting, raving, and occasionally even singing about things like a “little sandwich that got a guilt 
complex because he was the sole survivor of a horrible bus crash,” a “boy made out of bone china,” and the 
occasional, though not detachable, penis. He’s at Mama Kin, 36 Lansdowne Street, tonight with openers Jim’s 


Big Ego; call 536-2100. 
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| state of the art 


The first “Nightmare Before Christmas” 


he distinctive stop-motion “Animagic” 

technique created by the ’60s-’70s 
team of Arthur Rankin and Jules Bass has 
become synonymous with Christmas itself 
through perennial TV syndication of their 
classic animated holiday specials: Rudolph 
the Red-Nosed Reindeer, The Year Without 
a Santa Claus, and Santa Claus Is Coming 
to Town. Tim Burton cites the Rankin/Bass 
specials as a major influence on his The 
Nightmare Before Christmas, but nowhere 
is Burton’s debt to the team more obvious 
than on the rarely screened 1967 
Rankin/Bass feature film Mad Monster 
Party, which is now available on video for 
the first time in a decade. 

As in the Rankin/Bass team’s other 
productions — which used the voices of 
Jimmy Cagney, Burl Ives, and Vincent 
Price, among others — the talent that 
congregated on Mad Monster Party was 
considerable. Produced by Hollywood 
mogul Joseph E. Levine (The Graduate) 
— who hoped Rankin/Bass would deliver 
a kiddie fantasy in the vein of Mary 
Poppins — it featured the voices of Boris 


screen couples as hip and saucy as 
William Powell and Myrna Loy, 
who starred as private eyes Nick 
and Nora Charles in the inimitable 
“Thin Man” series that’s being 
reprised at the Coolidge Corner 
Theatre. Tonight it’s The Thin 
Man Goes Home (1944), in which 
the pair forsake their familiar gin- 
soaked haunts in Manhattan 
nightclubs for Nick’s home town, 
where they visit his reproachful 
parents and stumble into a murder 
mystery. Directed by Richard _ 
Thorpe, it screens at 7:30 p.m. The 
Coolidge is at 290 Harvard Street 
in Brookline. Call 734-2500. 


THURSDAY 24 


ART. It being Christmas Eve and 
all, we’re guessing most of you will 
finally get around to doing the bulk 
of your holiday shopping this 
afternoon, then maybe kick back 


with an egg nog and an air rifle to 
wait for the jolly one to break in. 
What this means for the rest of you 
is that if you’re lucky you can sneak 
into the Museum of Fine Arts’ 
“Monet in the 20th Century,” 
which is in its last week. The exhibit 
closes December 27. Tickets are 
$15, and the museum is at 465 
Huntington Avenue. Call 542- 
4MFA. 


AND BEYOND 


POP. If you’re gonna get into the 
animated-film market, you better be 
prepared to take the marketing blitz 
all the way. To such ends, Twentieth 
Century Fox follows up its cartoon 
fairy tale Anastasia with Anastasia 
on Ice, the perfect diversion for 
rugrats on school break, from 
December 26 through 29 at the 
FleetCenter. Tickets are $12.50 to 
$40. Call 931-2000. 


Karloff and Phyllis Diller (three decades 
before she signed on to Disney’s 
computer-animated A Bug’s Life). The 
three-dimensional figurines used in the 
animation were created by Mad 
magazine’s Jack Davis, and Mad co- 
founder Harvey Kurtzman wrote the 
screenplay. “It’s the movie Boris Karloff 
did right before he did The Grinch Who 
Stole Christmas, which he won an Oscar 
for,” notes Dave Witting, whose 
Marblehead-based indie-animation 
distribution company, DeLuxo, has 
reissued the film. “And it’s often said that 
the reason he did The Grinch is because 
he had so much fun doing Mad Monster 
Party.” 

Karloff voices the Baron von 
Frankenstein, who, having already 
conquered the means to create life, caps 
off his career by cheerily inventing an H- 
bomb-type weapon of mass destruction 
and then decides to retire from his 
position as the leader of the Worldwide 
Organization of Monsters. In order to 
announce his successor, he summons the 


organization’s board of trustees to an - 
emergency meeting at his castle. The 
board includes such famous monsters as 
Dracula, the Werewolf, the Mummy, the 
Invisible Man, the Wolfman, and the 
Hunchback of Notre Dame, as well as a 
couple of knockoffs whose proper titles 
the filmmakers were unable to license. All 
hell breaks loose when the Baron hands 
the reins over to his reluctant and hapless 
nephew, an aspiring pharmacist. 
Renewed interest in the film, which has 


SATURDAY: Four years ago, 


local singer/songwriter 
Patty Giurleo (in photo) 
released a cool little seven- 
inch single featuring a tune 
called “Sex Addict” that 
seemed to position her as a 
promising new Exile in 
Phairville and was striking 
enough to earn a favorable 
mention in SPIN’s singles 


column. So Longtime (449 
Records), Giurleo’s debut 


full-length CD, has indeed 
been a long time coming. 
And if songs like “Halfway 
House” are even halfway 
true, she’s definitely had 


her share of ups and 
downs. Fortunately, she’s got a knack for channeling mixed emotions, wounded pride, 


and unpleasant memories into sweet-sounding folk-pop tunes that never confess too 
much, just enough to make you wonder. The disc features musical backing and 
production by members of the Push Stars, and a little vocal cameo by Buffalo Tom’s 
Chris Colbourn. Tonight, Giurleo plays for free in the Corner at the Middle East, 480 
Mass Ave in Central Square. Call 864-EAST. 


remained a cult classic over the past 30 
years, has been sparked by Rick 
Goldschmidt’s book The Enchanted World 
of Rankin/Bass, the first comprehensive 
examination of the team’s work, as well as 
by the use of Mad Monster Party clips in a 
video by the horror-punk band the Misfits. 
If the film is light on plot — except for the 
very beginning and the very end, which 
display a black-comic misanthropy that’s 
startling for children’s films and animation 
— Mad Monster Party’s visual treats are 
exquisite in an Addams Family kind of 
way. And the movie is punctuated with 
risqué bits of sexual tension, courtesy of a 
skirt-chasing Dracula and the Baron’s 
conniving, voluptuous secretary, 
Francesca, who sports a pair of 
animation’s most outrageous knockers. By 
no means full of holiday cheer, this Party is 
required viewing for ghouls and grinches 
alike. 

Mad Monster Party is available from 
DeLuxo, 25 Sewall Street, Marblehead 
01945. Call (781) 639-4151 for more info. 

— CC 
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IN STORES NOW 
* 1/2 HALLOWEEN: H20 (Dimension). This 


20th-anniversary issue is an efficient exercise, with Jamie 
Lee Curtis back as Laurie Strode, along with the archetypal 
victim of violence, her Psycho mother, Janet Leigh, in a 
teasing but substanceless cameo. Laurie now realizes what 
we knew all along: Michael Meyers is back. Unfortunately, 
the film's chief dynamic lies in who does or doesn't get it 
As for what evil lurks behind that death-white mask, maybe 
in another 20 years we'll actually find out 


* %& 1/2 MADELINE (TriStar). Director Daisy von 
Scherler Mayer remains true to the droll details of Ludwig 
Bemelmans's classic picture books, newcomer Hatty Jones 
makes a sunny, insouciant Madeline, and dimpled Frances 
McDormand plays wimpled Miss Clavel with spunk. Shot on 
location in Paris, the film cobbles together four Bemelmans 
favorites to allow Madeline beaucoup adventures. Still, the 
patchwork plot has a harried, episodic feel, and some of the 
gags lack the European flavor of the original works 


Lethal Weapon 4 


* *& THE TRUCE (Miramax). Auschwitz survivor 
Primo Levi feared that time would compress the horrors of 
the Holocaust into a neat chapter of history. It is with 
unfortunate irony, then, that director Francesco Rosi traces 
Levi's odyssey from the concentration camp to his home 
town of Torino in a patchwork of affecting but ultimately 
disjointed vignettes. John Turturro plays the owlish chemist 
and writer (who committed suicide in 1987) with a quiet yet 
complex mix of irony, fragility, and tenacity. But Levi's 
brilliant, deeply psychological recountings of his survival, 
published in a 1963 memoir of the same name, seem too 
intricate for film 


* LETHAL WEAPON 4 (Warmer Bros.). Danny 
Glover, Mel Gibson, Joe Pesci, and Rene Russo are back; 
the new faces are Hong Kong martial-arts star Jet Li as a 
Chinese mobster and Chris Rock as a jive-talking officer. The 
story inexplicably takes more than two hours to relate; not 
: Only are they getting too old for this shit, as Glover's Sergeant 
: Murtaugh complains, this shit is just getting too old. 
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Hurlyburly 


next weekend 


In the company 
of men 


Ww. David Rabe’s Hurlyburly played New York’s 
Promenade Theatre in 1984, NYU graduate film 
student Anthony Drazan checked it out. “I was 
dazzled by the language, thought it was so funny and 








unsettling in some way, but I wasn’t satisfied. | came 
out of it not sure what I had just watched. I didn’t 
know what it was about.” Now the director and 
primary producer of the film version of Rabe’s Tony- 
winning play, Drazan (who’s best known for the 1992 
Zebrahead) thinks he’s figured it out. “Eddie” — he 
says of the coked-up, downward-spiraling LA casting 
director played in the film by Sean Penn — “is really 
on some kind of perverse hero’s journey.” Lest that 
sound too heavy-duty, he hastens to add, “Oh, by the 
way, I prefer to think of Hurlyburly for its 
entertainment value.” 

Indeed, this hard-hitting story of four emotionally 
dead or desperate Hollywood males in hostile pursuit 
of connection is being touted as a comedy. Drazan 
explains: “It’s a very funny movie, in ways that are 
weird. I’ve been watching with audiences now, finally. 
And young audiences in particular are kind of 
laughing on and off from beginning to end.” Why 
young audiences in particular? “I guess they’re not so 
easily offended. Or embarrassed . .. . And it’s a roller- 
coaster ride, in which you sort of uncomfortably find 
yourself laughing at things that aren’t just funny.” 

Besides, there’s the cast, which includes, in addition 
to Penn, Kevin Spacey, Chazz Palminteri, Garry 
Shandling, Robin Wright Penn, Meg Ryan, and Anna 
Paquin. “These actors,” the director declares, “are to 
the young generation kind of what De Niro, Pacino, 
Streep were to my generation. These are some of the 
best actors; they’re the new royalty. So the fact that 


AGE-LESS: Don’t blame Philip Glass for new age — his music has been too rhythmically turbulent 
and harmonically textured to be lumped in with the Windham Hill/George Winston crowd, but his 
1983 collaboration with filmmaker Godfrey Reggio, Koyaanisqatsi, has to be some kind of new-age 
touchstone. That title is Hopi, meaning “life out of balance,” and the film’s wordless, visually 
opulent juxtaposition of man-made and natural wonders (urban life versus the wide-open American 
landscape), orchestrated by “trick” time-lapse and slow-motion photography and Glass’s evocative 
score, has made it a cult classic. Koyaanisqatsi gets a screening to live accompaniment by Glass 4g 
‘ ona a - | dramatist laureate of Vietnam (Rabe is the author of 
and his Philip Glass Ensemble on Friday January 15 on the giant screen at the Wang Center — it’s | The Basic Traini f Pablo H | andl Res a 
the first time Glass and company have performed the piece in nearly a decade. Call 876-4275. Re Sone ee ac nc eee 
and the author of Oleanna. Both have been accused of 
i = less than sensitive treatment of women in their work. 
< ¥ THREE’S A CHARM: When a piano trio click, it can be one of the wonders as : * it « : A i : aria , 
| > Mehidau ti Pianist B " 3 ‘ Says Drazan of Rabe: “David is not a misogynist, and 
A of jazz. Pianist Brad Mehldau (who first grabbed ears with Joshua Redman) | certainly am not — although, you know, I have a 


these actors are doing this piece has a certain appeal 
for twentysomethings coming in. They’re anticipating 
something; they want it to be special. I’m certain they 
don’t know David Rabe from David Mamet. And they 
don’t know David Mamet except from his movies.” 
There are, of course, similarities between the 





4 | = Grummer Jorge Rossy) and releasing a series of smart albums (the | cringe w hen I hear that because I don’t approach my 
‘ atest is The Art of the Trio, Volume Three on Warner Bros.), so expect a | work or my life that way. These guys are first and 
popping three-way conversation, where anyone can take the lead any time, | foremost abusive to themsel\ es. Their inability to face 
when the band come to Scullers on January 13 and 14. Call 562-4111. | their pain, to get in touch with their anima, leaves 
them anima-possessed, so that women are a threat to 


STURM UND CLANG: Back in the day, “industrial” was a word “ay & them from every angle.” 


on 
b $ : . . . . . 
9 has been working with the same trio for six years (bassist Larry Grenadier | hard time with women. It is not a misogynistic piece. | 
“%: 


| 
be 
pre 








that applied to music that literally employed the machines of And about his decision to set the sex-and-drugs- 


industry, and a gig by German industrialists Einstiirzende 
Neubauten might include anything from a stage-destroying 
jackhammer to a close-miked pneumatic drill. The band, 
whose frontguy Blixa Bargeld (in photo) also plays guitar in 
Nick Cave’s Bad Seeds, have refined their approach over the 
years: their new Ende Neu, on Trent Reznor’s 
Nothing/interscope label, is almost symphonic at times, with : ; 

string accompaniment from the Brussels Symphony the thing that keeps these guys from getting to 
Orchestra and an actual love ballad. But it seems Neubauten - Cromscives. ane rage _apheodhs sprinted A be 
may be up to some of their old tricks on their first US tourin | quite as public eon ieee AS Penge: 1962, bust 
five years. Along with various metal bins and sheets for : a acon etd epee : pire hs mere 
Andrew Chudy to pound on, the band are, it’s reported, » Satay opens next Friday, December 25, at 
bringing along what they call a turbine (and the rest of us will sainiees ts hen enniednincad ‘ 

recognize as a small jet engine). The tour lands at the s — Carolyn Clay 
Paradise on Monday January 4. Call 423-NEXT for tickets. i : vs. 


fueled Hurlyburly in the ’90s rather than making it a 
period piece, Drazan has this to say: “It would have 
simplified things, but there were a couple of very 
strong reasons not to. One was, my lifestyle may have 
changed, but the lifestyle hasn’t changed. That is, it’s 
not a realistic piece to begin with, so the drugs and 
stuff, they’re props, they’re backdrop, they’re part of 














GREAT SELECTION 
GREAT PRICES! 


THOUSANDS OF CD’S 
12.99 OR LESS | 
EVERYDAY! 


TheSawDoctors 


JENNIFER KIMBALL 
VEERING FROM THE WAVE 


THE DANNY BO 
COLLECTION 


JOHN McDERMOTT 


wan Peer S ere eres Fe A taj « ee ' r 
i ok ¥ 


HIP HOP HITS JOHN M°DERMOTT PLACEBO 
VOLUME Il THE DANNY BOY COLLECTION wiTHOUT YOU | AM NOTHING 


liz phair wW 


whitechocolatespaceegg 
7 oa aed 


o—— Wd) J earn nko apiece 
LIZ PHAIR THE JON SPENCER BLUES EXPLOSION PURE DISCO 
WHITECHOCOLATESPACEEGG ACME VOLUME Ill 


BERES HAMMOND © MONICA MANCINI PHISH 
A DAY IN THE LIFE THE STORY OF THE GHOST 


REMY ZERO 


Villa Elaine 


\ \ 


WALLA 
SLAIN 
RIS TURIN PAGER gs 

+= 


PETER WOLF ~~ REMY ZERO 
FOOL'S PARADE VILLA ELAINE 


pecial holiday hours. 


Call the store nearest you for s 


Braintree, 550 Grossman Dr. (781)848-1100 
Cambridge, 100 Cambridge Side Place (617)577-8866 
Danvers, 230 Independence Way (978)774-9494 
Framingham, 1 Worcester Road, (508)872-2223 
Manchester, NH, 1500 South Willow Street (603) 622-0804 
Nashua, NH, 220 Daniel Webster HWY. (603)891-4900 Pee Fe 
Portsmouth, NH, 45 Gossling Road. (603)431-1784 “To WD A GRAY iH. 


ees py A “ 
 33- ? 

“ 1S ff 
AAS 


Portland, ME, 301 Maine Mall Road. (207)791-8800 © 1998 Best Buy Co., lnc. ‘ 





8 DECEMBER 18, 1998 ARTS THE BOSTON PHOENIX 








TTT TTT TTT TTTTTTTTTITTITITTTTTTTTTTTTTT TTT TTT TTT TTT LLL Leck tel tbat bbd id edd cident etal ee te aL LL ala aad aaa hahaa ahhh ahhh hahha 





Hannah and her sisters 


Danny Boyle gets religion in Mr. Wroe’s Virgins 
BY PETER KEOUGH Before he was exulting in the outrages and 


woes of modern-day heroin users in Trainspotting, director Danny 
Boyle delved into the mysteries of a different kind of heroine and a 


different kind of opiate — reli- 
gion. A BBC mini-series made in 
1993, Mr. Wroe’s Virgins is based 
on the true story of John Wroe 
(Jonathan Pryce), charismatic 
leader of the “Christian Israelite” 
fundamentalist cult that was 
active in England in the strife- 
filled year of 1830. To the con- 
sternation of his flock, Wroe 
issued a call to be provided with 
seven virgins for “comfort and 
succor.” His congregation com- 
plied, and the stories of four of 
the inducted women provide the 
text of the mini-series’s four 
episodes. The result is Boyle’s 
most brilliant and accomplished 
work, a masterfully structured 
labyrinth of misleading point of 
view, a canny exploration of the 
politics of sex and power, a ver- 
tiginous glimpse into the void of 
faith and despair. 

The first virgin is no virgin at 
all. Leah (a vivid, pre—Matt 
Damon Minnie Driver) is taken 
by Wroe when he defies a crowd 
of taunters at a riverside bap- 
tism. The mob throws stones; 
Wroe, waist deep in the river, 
arms upraised in cruciform 








style, is untouched. Many are 
converted. Leah giggles as Wroe 
submerges her in the water 
uttering the words of the sacra- 
ment, then runs off to smooch 
with the redcoat who will father 
her child. Two years later, she 
will embrace Wroe’s call for vir- 
gins as a way to escape from her 
constricting father’s household 
and perhaps achieve freedom 
and fortune with this emerging 
patriarch. 


kk /2 


MR. WROE’S VIRGINS - 





dream she has involving hellfire 
and a beatific child, Wroe inter- 
prets the dream with carnal and 
apocalyptic intent, posing Joanna 
as an instrument in the second 
coming of Christ. 

Scientific rationalism, too, has 
a voice here. Hannah (Kerry Fox) 
is without faith; she’s been com- 
mitted to Wroe by her ardent- 
believer father. In the searing pro- 
logue to her story, Hamnah’s 
father shows his child the 





Directed by Danny Boyle. Written by Jane Rogers, Thorn her hoe 
With Jonathan Pryce, Minnie Driver, Kerry Fox, Kathy Burke, and Lia 
Williams. A BBC Films release. At the Museum of Fine Arts 


December 18, 19, 26, 27, and 30, 


If Leah is the carnal manipula- 
tor of the crew, then the genuine 
faith is provided by Joanna (Lia 
Williams), who takes charge of 
the household. Her spirit, and her 
flesh, do not go unnoticed by 
Wroe, and when she tells him of a 





debauchery of his fellow villagers, 
pointing out the looming comet 
that portends the end of days. 
Hannah is unconvinced; instead 
she puts her faith in social 
progress. Drawn to the growing 
local labor movement, she sees 





COMFORT AND SUCCOR: Mr. Wroe 


and his seven, uh, virgins. 


Wroe’s eloquence, resources, and 
printing press as tools for estab- 
lishing a secular New Jerusalem. 
Wroe’s motives regarding his 
virginal retinue are, no surprise, 
not entirely spiritual. Whom he 
debauches and how and why, 
however, remains an enigma. Mr. 
Wroe’s Virgins is a kind of mystery 
story, a puzzle of not quite inter- 
connecting versions of the truth. 
The episodes overlap; the same 











events are skewed from the per- 
spectives of the woman whose 
tale it is. Played superbly by 
Pryce, Wroe is alternately self- 
righteous and wounded, tyranni- 
cal and compassionate, corrupted 
and genuinely holy. 

Nowhere are his ambiguities 
more evident than in the final 
episode, “Martha’s Story.” 
Portrayed in a harrowing, tri- 
umphant performance by Kathy 
Burke, Martha is a 
feral, irreparably dam- 
aged troglodyte. In 
broken flashbacks her 
past is revealed: the 
tragic death of her 
brother, her grotesque 
abuse at the hands of 
her father. Slowly, 
tutored by Joanna, 
taunted by Leah, she 
learns to feel and 
speak. Wroe, too, 
takes an interest, and 
his relationship with 
her is both revolting 
and redeeming. 

Ultimately, it is the 
mute and_ halting 
Martha who rises to 
Wroe’s defense when 
he is drawn before the 
elders to account for 
his indiscretions and 
answer to _ their 
charges. Malice, am- 
bition, and disillu- 
sionment addle every- 
one else; only the supremely vio- 
lated Martha possesses clarity, 
and her testimony soars with 
epiphanic rapture in its descrip- 
tion of the differences between 
darkness and light, death and 
life. Unfolding with the limpid 
majesty of a psalm, interweaving 
with fugal complexity and grace, 
Mr. Wroe’s Virgins is a luminous 
entry into the canon of religious 
cinema. = 





Propheteering 


The Prince of Egypt lacks the spirit 


BY PETER KEOUGH The times call out for a prophet, a visionary, a 


voice of moral authority and righteousness, 


and the people at 


DreamWorks think a singing and dancing cartoon Moses is the ticket. 


Maybe so, but a few memorable 
songs (Hans Zimmer seems to 
have left his inspiration behind in 
his former Disney office), some 
vivid characters, and a bit of gen- 
uinely funny banter might help. 
Although visually striking and 
often ingenious, 
Egypt will not restore your faith 
in movies or religion. The famil- 
iar tale (the prologue helpfully 
refers you to the Book of Exodus 
for the full details) benefits little 
from its glib contemporary spin, 
posing the founder of the 
Western religious tradition as a 
spoiled yuppie who finds God 
and his purpose in life despite his 


worst intentions. Sometimes the 
stark fundamentals of the origi- 
nal Scripture are enough 

Voiced by Val Kilmer, who 
like every other actor in this 
film is indistinguishable, Moses 


escapes as a baby from a geno- 
cidal purge of Hebrew infants at 
the hands of the _ ruthless 
Pharaoh Seti (Patrick Stewart) 
when his mother deposits him 
in the river in a basket. A less 
than haunting _ ballad 
“Deliver Us” —- accompanies 


| 
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The Prince of | 


**1/2 
THE PRINCE 
OF EGYPT 


Directed by Brenda 
Chapman, Steve Hickner, and 
Simon Wells. Written by Kelly 
Asbury and Lorna Cook. With 
the voices of Val Kilmer, 
Ralph Fiennes, Sandra 
Bullock, Danny Glover, Jeff 
Goldbium, Patrick Stewart, 
Helen Mirren, Steve Martin, 
and Martin Short. A 
DreamWorks Pictures 
release. At the Cheri, the 
Fresh Pond, and the Circle 
and in the suburbs. 


his progress downstream 
through various near-misses 
with fishing nets and _ hip- 
popotami to the luxurious arms 
of the Queen (Helen Mirren), 
who adopts him as her own. A 
quick cut is made to the callow 
Prince as an adult, racing Ben 
Hur-style with his adopted 





NO VISION THING, only a si inging and dancing Moses. 


brother (a modification of the 
Bible in what Jeffrey Katzen- 
berg describes as his “editing” 
of God) Rameses (Ralph 
Fiennes, typecast again as the 
villainous, oddly attractive per- 
secutor of Jews a la Schindler’s 
List), the pair raucously dese- 
crating towering monuments in 
their path. 

Talk about wayward youth. Yet 
what impresses here is the way a 


giant stone nose crashes surreal- 
ly through a wooden scaffold, 
and the lapidary elegance of the 
artists’ renderings of ancient 
Egypt. Kilmer doesn’t register as 
a high-spirited scapegrace with a 
lot of learning to do. And neither 
does Fiennes as his comrade and 
rival for their father’s austere 
affection. 

Fortunately, the imagery more 
often than not speaks for them. 
In one of the film’s most bril- 
liant and engaging episodes, 
Moses sleeps and his dreams 
take the form of the two-dimen- 
sional paintings on a tomb wall, 
in which he’s pursued by sol- 
diers and the abomination and 








lie of his hidden past life are 
revealed. Horrified, he con- 
fronts his father, who dismisses 
the murder of thousands with 
the chilling comment, “They 
were just slaves.” Moses is 
unmollified, however, and he 
flees to the desert before the 
Burning Bush directs him to 
return and lead his people to the 
Promised Land. 

That’s plenty of archetypal 


| 





material to draw on, but the 
makers of The Prince of Egypt 
opt to be inoffensive rather than 
profound, and the story becomes 
as two-dimensional as the wall 
paintings but not as intriguing. 
They tap-dance around the issue 
of Zionism in the hope of not 
antagonizing Arabs. And the fact 
that Jerry Falwell has high praise 
for the film indicates the depth of 
its theology. 

This is just a cartoon, of 
course, so maybe we shouldn’t 
expect it to be more than enter- 
taining and occasionally moving. 
Which it achieves when it dares to 
deal with the less warm and fuzzy 
aspects of the tough Old 
Testament tale. The plagues are 
rendered with elegant restraint. 
and palpable dread, the death of 
the first-born sons of Egypt in 
particular marking one of the 
film’s few climaxes of emotion. 
And then there’s the parting of the 
Red Sea, which is spectacular not 
only in its scope and detail but 
deeply touching in its dramatiza- 
tion of the gulf between Moses 
and the person who is perhaps the 
only love of his life, Rameses. 

The human element, though, 
is largely absent, not to mention 
the divine. Nearly all the charac- 
ters Michelle Pfeiffer as 
Moses’s fiery Midianite wife, 
Tzipporah; Jeff Goldblum as his 
feckless brother Aaron; Steve 
Martin and Martin Short as a 
pair of colorless high priests — 
have the unfortunate flat affect 
of the ants in A Bug’s Life. Only 
Sandra Bullock brings a little 
spunk to her role as Mose’’s sis- 
ter Miriam. In the end, Moses 
dutifully delivers the law to his 
bland nation, but someone 
should have underlined the 
Third Commandment: “Thou 
shalt not take the word of the 
Lord in vain.” x 








Net gain 


Nora Ephron tangles with the Web in Mail 


BY PETER KEOUGH The romantic comedy will never die, because 
there will always be irreconcilable differences and the need to resolve 
them, if only in a tepid fantasy. The gulfs between classes, sensibilities, 


and sexes may gape in this soci- 
ety, but as Ernst Lubitsch point- 
ed out in his consummate The 
Shop Around the Corner, 
nowhere do these differences 
become more apparent than 
between people who are most 
alike. In You've Got Mail, Nora 
Ephron’s glib but charming 
remake of Lubitsch’s classic, the 
differences between the befud- 
died lovers are greater than in 
the original, and the similarities 
to her previous hits When Harry 
Met Sally (which she scripted) 
and Sleepless in Seattle (which 
she wrote and directed) are 
apparent. The remake doesn’t 
touch the depth, warmth, and 
subtlety of the original, but it 
does surpass in wit and maturity 


Kak 


the smug sentimentality and 
snooty humor of Ephron’s previ- 
ous efforts. 

Give some of the credit to stars 
Meg Ryan and Tom Hanks, recy- 
cled from Seattle and once again 
playing potential lovers crossed 
by the high-tech media designed 
to draw them closer together. 
The radio talk shows of the ear- 
lier film give way in Mail to the 
Internet, as Hanks’s Joe Fox and 
Ryan’s Kathleen Kelly bare their 
souls anonymously to each other 
in an on-line chat room. Outside 
of cyber-reality, though, they 
know each other only as bitter 
enemies. Joe is the manager of a 
corporate bookstore chain 
putting little independent venues 
out of business; Kathleen owns 


YOU'VE GOT MAIL 


Directed by Nora Ephron. Written by Nora and Delia Ephron. With 
Meg Ryan, Tom Hanks, Parker Posey, Jean Stapleton, Greg 
Kinnear, Dave Chappelle, and Steve Zahn. A Warner Bros. Films 
release. At the Cheri, the Fresh Pond, and the Chestnut Hill and in 


the suburbs. 





one such establish- 
ment, which is coyly 


named “The Little 
Shop Around the 
Corner,” an Upper 


West Side children’s- 
book nook founded 
by her mother. 

It’s corporate ver- 
sus entrepreneurial 
capitalism. Ryan’s 
spunky, elfin, if self- 
righteous Kathleen 
and her mom-and- 
daughter throwback 
to a simpler econom- 
ic time is the senti- 
mental favorite — yet 
Hanks’s sly-but-vulnerable Joe 
wins points with his anarchic 
aplomb (sainted in recent films, 
Hanks gets to draw a little on the 
bile untapped since his roles in 
the flops Nothing in Common 


movie. 


and Punchline). The moral, of 


course, is that — as the subcon- 
scious of the Internet reveals — 
underneath their self-righteous 
trappings they’re the same. 
Kathleen may take to the streets 
and the airwaves to declaim 
about the sanctity of customer 


MEG AND TOM put {/ 


service, tradition, and the sancti- 
ty of literature, and Joe may 
argue that marketing 
makes literature more accessible 
to everyone, but beneath the jus- 
tifications both are simply out to 
make a buck. Their romance is a 
sure thing. 

Some obstacles stand in the 
way, however. Both are involved 
with other partners who embody 
the most extreme aspects of their 
characters. Kathleen's boyfriend, 
Frank Navasky (a superior Greg 
Kinnear), is a Luddite op-ed cor- 
respondent for the New York 
Observer; he orchestrates the 
public outcry against Joe but 
does little to inspire Kathleen 


mass 


otherwise. Joe, meanwhile, has a 
more than ambivalent relation- 
ship with Patricia Eden (Parker 
Posey again doing a parody of 
herself), a big-deal book editor 
and ruthless shrew who puts a 
life-changing crisis into perspec- 
tive by screaming about her 
missing Tic-Tacs. 

The other obstacles emerge 
from Ephron’s convoluted plot- 
ting. In one funny but self- 
revealing scene Joe tortures him- 
self trying to come up with a 


1e romance into Ephron’s 
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plausible explanation for stand- 
ing Kathleen up on their first 
face-to-face date. Ephron, too, 
has trouble with the mechanics 
of revelation, of how her lovelorn 
heroes can shed the masks of fate 
and social determination and 
bravely acknowledge their true 
nature and their love for each 
other. The result is a clumsy 
copout to male prerogative and a 
series of anticlimaxes in lieu of a 
genuine resolution. 

Structural elegance is not the 
hallmark of Mail; neither is 
depth of insight into the nature 
of role playing, love, and identi- 
ty. The film makes up somewhat 
for those shortcomings with its 
delightful performances 
(no one can make ponder 
ing a keyboard more exhil- 
arating than Hanks, and 
Ryan manages to beguile 
even at her most sleepy- 
eyed, pajama-clad_ obvi- 
ous) and its inspired, 
throwaway marginalia. 

True, the macho Godfather 
references are a bit stale 
after the gender movie 
coding bruited in Harry 
and Sleepless, but there’s a 
certain genius in giving Joe 
an aunt and a brother who 
are two cute but not insuf- 
ferable children (“We are 
an American family,” Joe 
explains). And by comparison 
with Sleepless’s ultimately 
maudlin rehash of the already 
mediocre weeper An Affair To 
Remember, the blithe sophistica- 
tion of You've Got Mail suggests 
that that most enduring and elu- 
sive of Hollywood genres, the 
romantic comedy, may be due 
for a comeback. One look at 
Lubitsch’s limpid, aching origi- 
nal, however, makes it clear 
we're still a long way from being 
returned to sender. LJ 












(CARS — 


STAR TREK: INSURRECTION 


The second solo chapter devoted to the Star Trek: The Next 
Generation cast is a surprising reprieve from their previous 
big-screen adventure, the boorish .Borg drama First 
Contact. What lifts Insurrection above its predecessor is its 
tight, archetypal plot structure, its increased emotional res- 
onance, and a heaping of cheesy humor that at times 
recalls the salad days of Kirk and Spock. 

This time out, Captain Jean-Luc Picard (a more light- 
hearted Patrick Stewart) and the Enterprise crew must put 
a collar on the ship’s android, Lieutenant Commander 
Data (Brent Spiner), who’s malfunctioned and gone 
berserk while on assignment to study a technologically 
antiquated culture on a paradise lush planet. The planet, 
located in a hairy quadrant of the uni- 
verse referred to as the “Briarpatch,” 
turns out to be a fountain-of-youth of 
sorts that a creepy, facelift fanatical 
race of beings known as the Son’a (led 
by F. Murray Abraham) have designs 
on. In cahoots with an ambitious 
Federation admiral (Anthony Zerbe), 
they plan to usurp the planet from the 
peaceful Ba’ku and mine it for its most 
valued commodity. Picard, at his 
prime-directive best, arrives on the 
scene, takes moral issue with the 
Son’a’s self-serving objective, falls for 
a 300-year-old Ba’ku, and gets pulled 
into another deep-space conundrum. 
Insurrection is pure Star Trek hokum 
that wisely goes where it’s gone before. 
At the Cheri, the Fresh Pond, and the 
Circle and in the suburbs. 

— Tom Meek 


LA SEPARATION 


Is anyone enjoying a happy marriage 
or a workable relationship in France? 
Not if that country’s recent cinema is 
any indication. As you might guess 
from the title, things sure aren’t going 
well in Christian Vincent’s La sépara- 
_ tion. Following in the footsteps of such 





un-mating dances as Benoit Jacquot’s Seventh Heaven, the 
film traces the unravelment of love and trust between 
Pierre (Daniel Auteuil) and Anne (Isabelle Huppert), an 
unmarried couple living together with their 18-month-old 
son. Unlike Heaven, however, La séparation seems more 
schematic than heartbreaking, the actors providing little 
sympathy for their miserable, confused characters. 

Pierre is a happy dad: in the opening scenes he coos 
endearments as he videotapes their son sleeping. 
Unfortunately Anne is less amenable to his affections: she 
recoils from his embrace, lacing her dinner-party conver- 
sation with scarcely veiled sarcasm and contempt. At last 
she admits that she’s having an affair, news that Pierre 
takes with surprising equanimity. He tolerates the situation 
for a while, allowing Anne her freedom, until it becomes 
clear that the separation he really dreads is from his son. 

Which is understandable, because Huppert comes off as 
a self-righteous cold fish. Auteuil doesn’t seem much of a 
bargain either, though his hangdog woefulness sometimes 





LA SEPARATION: is anyone in France enjoying a workable relationship? 


emerges from self-pity to achieve genuine pathos. 
Although the characters don’t convince, the atmosphere of 
suffocation does, putting La séparation up there with Your 
Friends & Neighbors as one of the year’s worst date 
movies. In the final scene, when Pierre stumbles stunned 
and lost through the night, hailing a cab that never comes, 
Vincent’s film captures the devastating recognition that 
solitude and loss are the rule, love the exception. Af the 
Coolidge Corner. 

— Peter Keough 


TEN BENNY 


A darling at last year’s Sundance Film Festival, Ten Benny 
is a punchy little crime drama that plays out in the work- 
ing-class shadows of northern New Jersey. First-time film- 
maker Eric Bross obviously envisions his tale of redemp- 
tion, which centers on a wide-eyed Italian-American with 
big plans and even bigger flaws, as his Mean Streets opus, 
but he falls way short of the mark, 
though his film is buoyed by a string 
of fine performances, most crucially 
from Adrien Brody as Ray, the mer- 
curial protagonist. Ray dabbles as a 
shoe salesman but dreams of some- 
day owning his own little bodega and 
marrying his high-school sweet- 
heart. The plot lurches forward with 
the pedestrian swagger of the 
American Dream until Ray decides 
to jump-start his future plans by get- 
ting in deep to a nefarious loan shark 
(a wonderfully over-the-top James 
Moriarty) and embarking on a gam- 
bling campaign that rivals the foolish 
panache of Edward Norton’s lovable 
loser in Rounders. To add further 
fuel to Bross’s contrived fire, Ray 
cheats on his girlfriend, and she in 
turn runs into the arms of one of his 
buddies. The film unfolds like a soap 
opera staged in Palookaville. As for 
the dubious title, it refers to Paul 
Newman’s 10B shoe size — and 
indeed, if it weren't for the dead-on 
performances from Brody and 
Moriarty, Bross would be in need of 
cinematic Odor Eaters. At the 
Kendall Square. 

— Tom Meek 
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Trinity’s Saint Joan is smoking 


BY CAROLYN CLAY Trinity Repertory Company lights a fire under 
Shaw’s St. Joan with a stripped-down, streamlined production 
bursting with the vigor of the youthful team that sparked it. There are 


times when you want at least to 
threaten its stridently saucy Joan 
with a lighted match or cut the 
current to the  boxing-ring 
clanger that replaces the sound of 
Joan’s “blessed blessed 
church bells that send 
my angel-voices floating 
to me on the wind.” But 
at its less souped-up 
best, the staging crack- 
les with energy and 
burns with the intelli- 
gence of Shaw's ideas 
— which he sets forth 
not just in his lengthy 
1923 play but in a siz- 
able preface that 
describes Joan of Arc as 
“the most notable 
Warrior Saint in the 
Christian calendar, and 
the quecrest fish among 
the eccentric worthics 
of the Middle Ages.” 
George Bernard 
Shaw, who was born in 
1856 and lived to the 
age of 94, was a rclative 
spring chicken when he 
penned Sf. Joan. But 
1996 Trinity Rep 
Conservatory graduate 
Amanda Dehnert, who 
helms this audacious 
staging, is 25 years old 
— as is Jennifer Mudge 
Tucker, the talented 
TRC grad who plays the Maid. 
The two first collaborated on 
Saint Joan in -a 1997 
Conservatory workshop that so 
impressed the higher-ups that a 
plan was hatched for a profes- 


_—_— 


ANYBODY GOT A MATCH? 
up best, the staging crackles with energy and burns 
with the intelligence of Shaw’s ideas. 


sional production. Now Brian 
McElency, co-director of the 
conservatory, is part of the six- 
member cast that populates this 
Joan, which is as rough and pas- 


At its less souped- 


of her fervent relationship with 
God (she took her marching 
orders from St. Margarct and St. 
Catherine) and irked the feudal 
aristocracy by advocating that 
rulers of nations were 
beholden not to their 
lords but to hers. The 
Church is primarily rep- 
resented in the play by 
the Archbishop _ of 
Rheims, where Joan, on 
a military roll, had her 
precious Dauphin 
crowned king in 1429; 
and by Peter Cauchon, 
Bishop of Beauvais, who 
presided over the 1431 
Inquisition at Rouen, 
where she was declared a 
heretic and turned over 
to the “secular arm” that 
happily pushed her to the 
fire. That would be, in 
Shaw's rendering, the 
English Earl of Warwick, 
who deems Joan’s death 
“a political necessity 
which I regret but cannot 
help.” 

Into six scenes and a 
fanciful cpiloguc, Shaw 
fits Joan’s risc from inso- 
lent farmer's daughter to 
rallying inspiration and 
drum major of the 
French army to all- 





sionate, if sometimes as annoy- 
ing, as the Maid herself. 

Shaw's thesis is that Joan was 
burned for her sheer upstart pre- 
sumption. She threatened the 
Church Militant by cutting it out 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


around big head, political 
prisoner, tragic martyr, and fricd 
saint marveling at her own beatifi- 
cation. Along the way, he puts his 
Shavian spin on history and roasts 
ideas like so many marshmallows. 
But though clearly cnamored of 


Hail Victoriana 


This year’s Revels is another delight 
BY JEFFREY GANTZ Going to the Christmas Revels is a lot like 


reading Dickens: one look at the 
you're going to have a good time. In the case of this year’s Revels, that | 


first look could be at the pro- 
gram, which is as chock full as a 
Christmas stocking, or at the set, 
which opens on a cozy brick 
fagade with shop windows — a 
milliner, a butcher, a baker, a 
toy-and-novelty cmporium — 
and a nook for the Bull & Bush 
(named after the famous 
Hampstead pub). It’s “A 
Victorian Cclebration,” and 
there's ample reason to celebrate. 

-art one of this production is 
sect in cockney London, where a 
crazy-legged Richard Snee does 
the immortal “Ferret Down the 
Trouscrs” bit, the cxquisite 
Pudding Lane Waits children skip 
rope and offer up “Christmas Is 
Coming” (“Christmas is com- 


ing/The geese are getting 
fat/Pleasc put a penny/In the 
journalist’s hat”) and “Pop Goes 
the Weascl” (weascl and stoat = 
coat — yes, it’s time to brush up 
your cockney rhyming slang), 
David Jones sings the affecting 
tribute “My Old Dutch” 
(“Duchess of Fife = wife), and 
everyone polkas (or was that the 
military two-step?) to “Let's All 
Go Down the Strand.” There's a 
hilarious version of the mum- 
mers’ play St. George and the 
Dragon, where the Dragon 
appcars in ferocious hunting pink 
but is dispatched by a bowlered 
and brollied St. George who 
himself falls dead and has to be 
revived by “the holly, the ivy, and 


| 
| 
| 


first page and you’re pretty sure 











his Joan, the playwright railroads 
no one (except, perhaps, the 
blockheaded English Chaplain de 
Stogumber, a combination 15th- 
century jingoist and |crry Falwell). 
For the most part, Joan’s reluctant 
friends and persccutors do their 
compassionate if somctimes 
begrudging best by her. Both 
innocent and fanatic, however, the 
Maid will not be counseled. 

It's hard to say what Shaw 
would think of Trinity's full- 
frontal assault on what many 
consider his masterpiece. The 
audicnce forms an arc around an 
clevated flagstone runway 
flanked by a couple of scaffolds. 
A garage door in the rear stage 
wall is noisily raised and the cast 
rush in like a SWAT team. The 
order of scenes is barked out 
Brechtian-style, the proceedings 
janglingly punctuated by a box- 
ing-ring buzzer. Most of the 


SAINT JOAN 


By George Bernard Shaw. 
Directed by Amanda 
Dehnert. Set design by 
David Jenkins. Costumes by 
Ron Cesario. Lighting by 
Amy Appleyard. With 
Jennifer Mudge Tucker, 
William Damkoehler, Eric 
Tucker, Ed Shea, Brian 
McEleney, and Algernon 
D’Ammassa. At Trinity 
Repertory Company, 
Providence, through 
January 17. 


action takes place, in a bright 
bath of overhead light, on the 
runway, its chicf furnishings a 
heavy table and an old-easy-chair 
throne that frequently winds up, 
like Joan, atop the table. 
Particularly in the opening 
scene, the in-your-face comic 
approach can be grating. Mudge 
Tucker's pigtailed, bubblegum- 
popping Joan, drcesscd as an 
English schoolgirl in knee socks 
and plaid pleated skirt, is too 
show-offish,- too consciously 
onc-upping Eric Tuckcr’s Robert 
de Baudricourt. Similarly, in the 
second scence, there is more 
Three Stooges roughhousing 
than is necessary among the 
inner circle bullying the Dauphin. 


light here is the “Micklchurst” 
clog dance, spinning bobbins and 
all, from the “mill girls” of the 
Rose Galliard Northwest Morris, 
which is followed by the singing 
of the chilling lament “Four 
Loom Weaver” and a recitation 
of William  Blake’s “Holy 
Thursday” and capped by the 
hymn “And Did Those Fect” 
(from the preface to Blake's 
Milton), with defiance, even 
angcr, chasing the usual patriotic 
complacency. 

Part two moves us to a red-vel- 
vet-curtaincd parlor, where 
pianist Jacqueline Schwab reigns 
supreme, particularly in the senti- 
mental melodrama “The 


THE CHRISTMAS REVELS: 
A VICTORIAN CELEBRATION 


Directed by Patrick Swanson. Musical direction by George Emlen. 
Featuring British Pantomime, Music Hall Artistes, Mr. English’s 
Strolling Players, the Pudding Lane Waits, the Strand Singers, the 
Pearly King & Queen, the Dingley Dell Dancers, Fezziwig’s Parlour 
Orchestra, the Cambridge Symphonic Brass Ensemble, the Rose 
Galliard Northwest Morris, and the Pinewoods Morris Men. At 
Harvard University’s Sanders Theatre, through December 27. 


the white mistletoe.” There are 
familiar hymns — “Hark the 
Herald Angels Sing,” “The First 
Nowell” — and of course “The 
Lord of the Dance” (sans 
Michacl Flatlcy). But the high- 


Drunkard” (she sneaks in the 
Alfred Hitchcock TV theme and 
“Drink to Mc Only with Thinc 
Eyes”) and in the _ panto, 
Cinderella (Chopin’s E-minor 
Prelude, “After the Ball,” “The 





When the play hits its intellec- 
tual stride, though, the affecta- 
tion largely melts away. In the 
bristling scene-four negotiation 
among Warwick (Ed Shea), 
Cauchon (McEleney), and de 
Stogumber (William Dam- 
kochler), we are watching three 
Trinity pros at the top of their 
game, eloquently personalizing 
the Shavian argument as they usc 
it to muscle one another. And in 
the trial scene, which Dehnert 
has simply and strikingly staged, 
the younger half of the cast rises 
to the level of the scasoncd trio. 

Mudge Tuckcr’s Joan, her 
blond hair lank, her figure small 
in soiled white undershirt and 
pantaloons, is carried in like a 
sack of flour and seated alone 
toward the middle of the runway. 
Her judges are at our level, 
though Cauchon = and _ the 
Inquisitor come at her from all 
directions, trying with all thcir 
concentrated might to get her to 
recant. Except for the fragile 
white spot that is Joan, the theater 
is dim. The interchange is rivet- 
ing, and when the seemingly beat- 
cn Joan riscs to recant her recan- 
tation, Mudge Tucker's choked- 
yet-soaring rendering of what 
must be one of the most famous 
speeches in modern drama is glo- 
rious. I've heard it a hundred 
times, and it moved me to tears. 

Yes, there are things | would 
change about this production; 
it’s tricky to balance slapstick 
with seriousness, and an actress 
playing Joan walks a tough road 
from dauntless caricature to 
touching truth. But by the end, | 
was sufficicntly won over by 
Dehnert and company that I did- 
n't mind their bringing a pizza 
into the cpiloguc. This scene's a 
little dotty anyway: a 1456 
reunion of the principal charac- 
ters in a dream of Joan's. onc- 
time Dauphin, now Charles VII. 
Reacting with a mix of increduli- 
ty, cacklc, and spark to news of 
her beatification, Joan inquires, 
“O God that madest this beauti- 
ful carth, when will it be ready to 
reccive Thy saints?” I don’t 
know about this beautiful earth, 
but Trinity audicnces should 
count themselves lucky to reccive 
this unbeautiful Si. Joan. & 


British Grenadicrs”). There’s an 
example of the kind of 19th-cen- 
tury country-church singing we 
don’t often hear, “Arise and Hail 
the Joyful Day” (it’s mentioned 
by Thomas Hardy in Under the 
Greenwood Tree), as well as the 
polyphony of “In Dulci Jubilo”; 
the Pudding Lane Waits act out 
the grim children’s song/game 
“Oranges and Lemons”; and a 
Pearly King & Queen — cockney 
royalty — are “located” in the 
audience. The panto includes a 
number of just-in-from-America 
social dances under a disco mir- 
ror ball — including the Turkey 
Trot, the Grizzly Bear, the 
Kangaroo Hop, and the Cake 
Walk — as well as drag 
Stepsisters. It all cnds with a 
dizzyingly kalcidoscopic “Twelve 
Days of Christmas” and, as ever, 
the Sussex Mummers’ Carol. 
Lowlights? Well, a tuba was 
substituted for the more authen- 
tic serpent in “Arise and Hail the 
Joyful Day.” And I missed 
“Wassail Wassail” and “Villagers 
All,” both of which would have 
seemed natural here. Also, you 
will not be permitted to take any 
of the adorable Pudding Lanc 
Waits home, since they'll be 
needed to finish out the run. That 
might explain the long faces | 
observed on opening night. Or 
maybe it was just that, even at the 
end of a flecting three hours, no 
one wanted to go home. % 
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Sans Captain 


Toni Tennille takes on Victor/Victoria 


BY MATT ASHARE If you've been tuning into VH-1 with any 
regularity over the past couple of weeks, chances are you’ve noticed 
the teaser for a new rockumentary series the network is launching this 


month — the one that wryly 
boasts the employment of power- 
ful new “Where Are They Now”’ 
technology to catch up with stars 
of the ’70s. No surprise that one 
of the targets pictured in the ad is 
the Captain & Tennille, the hus- 
band-and-wife hitmaking duo 
who hosted their own Sonny and 
Cher-style variety show in the mid 
‘70s. The Captain (a/k/a Daryl 
Dragon) has always kept a low 
profile — that’s his shtick. These 
days you'll most likely find him at 
the couple’s home just north of 
Reno. Tennille, however, is much 
easier to locate. She's currently 
starring as the gender-bending 
lead in the first national touring 
production of the Blake Edwards/ 
Henry Mancini Broadway hit 
musical Victor/Victoria, a show 
that’s on its way to Boston's 
Colonial Theatre for a two-week 
run that begins December 29. 
The first thing you notice about 
Toni Tennille is that she’s very tall 
— 5’11” to be exact. The second 
is that the cute blond girlic bob 
haircut of her youth has given way 
to a more refined if somewhat 
severe short-cropped cut well suit- 
ed to a woman her age (55), not 
to mention practical for a person 
who has signed on to be a cross- 
dresscr for the better part of a ycar 








— a role played in both the 1982 
film and the 1995 musical by 
Edwards’s wife, Julie Andrews, 
who was replaced for the final six 
wecks of the Broadway run by, of 
all people, Raquel Welch. “My 
dream had been to take over for 
Julie in New York and finish out 
the run,” Tennille admits. “Il made 
an audition video of myself in the 
part and got it to Blake and [pro- 
duccr] Tony Adams, but | was too 
late. They had already signed on 
Raquel. | thought that was it. But 
they called and asked me to con- 
sider the national tour. Boy, | 
wanted the part, I just really didn’t 
want to do a year of touring. But | 
took the leap because I really 
wanted to do the role.” 

art of what attracted Tennille 
to the show was the fact that it 
features one of “the few tour-de- 
force roles” for a female lead. She 
was also moved by the theme of 
kindness and tolerance: “There's a 
lot of gay theming in the show, 
and | liked the idea that people 
who might come because thcy 
remember Captain & Tennille 
might, by watching the show, 
become a littke more tolerant in 
their personal belicfs.” 

Besides, Tennille couldn’t help 
noticing how well suited she is 
physically to play the part. “I’m 


~, 





TONI’S VICTORIA: “/ 11 not playing her as an English soprano, 


really tall, I'm really thin, and I'm 
really flat-chested, so | don’t have 
to wear a chest compressor,” she 
offers. “Julic had to wear one 
because she’s about 5'9” but she’s 
big-busted. And Raquel, well, how 
the hell she did it | don't know. 
Vocally, although I’m a contralto 
and Julie’s a soprano and the score 
was written for her, | can sing most 
of the tunes in her key. I’ve had to 
lower a couple of them a half-step, 
but she had pitched everything way 
down, which | assume was so that 
she’d sound more like a guy. The 
lovely thing is that I’ve been 
encouraged by Blake and by the 
director to make the part mine. I'm 
not playing her as an English 


ERIC ANTONIOU 





because I ain't one. I'm playing her as an Alabama contralto, 


which is what | ain.” 


Bad-luck follies 


The Lucky Spot, Threepenny Opera 
BY ANNE MARIE DONAHUE [If Dickens’s Tiny Tim were a 


character in Beth Henley’s dreary Christmas play, he wouldn’t merely 
be poor, sick, and lame. He’d be the bastard son of a alcoholic whore 


who sclls him for the price of a 
pint bottle to a pedophile in the 
snuff-film trade. 

The unfortunates who people 
Henley’s The Lucky Spot (pre- 
sented by Delvena_ Theatre 
Company at the Boston Center 
for the Arts through December 
20) are just too pathetic to be 
belicved. Although billed as a 
Christmas comedy, this play by 
the Pulitzer-winning author of 
Crimes of the Heart and the cur- 
rent Impossible Marriage is an 
unamusing amalgam of twisted 
character sketch- 
es stuck sloppily 
together in an 
improbable plot 
with a ludicrous 
happy cnding. 

The Lucky 
Spot, set in a 
run-down bar of 


| 
| 
| 





dive as a dancchall on Christmas 
Eve of 1934. The plan, half-assed 
from the start, is upset by the 
unexpected arrival of a villainous 
creditor, who demands the deed 
to the bar, and the homicidal high 
jinks of Hooker’s armed-and- 
dangerous wife, Suejack, an ex- 
con who scares away all but one 
of the taxi dancers hired for the 
grand reopening. After a couple 
quick snorts of grain alcohol, 
Sucejack flics into a besotted fren- 
zy, shooting up the bar and 
threatening her husband’s halfwit 
fiancée, Cassidy, 
who’s enormous- 
ly pregnant with 


Hooker's child 
and ‘hell-bent on 
marrying . him 


before the birth. 
The denizens of 
the Lucky Spot 


and is the only surviving member 


of her dirt-poor family, all of 


whom were wiped out in a diph- 
theria cpidemic. Somchow, she 
ended up as the child consort of a 
sadistic pedophile who branded 
her, gave her cow feed to cat, and 
called her a “godless bag of 
stench.” Hooker, who won her in 
a poker game and regrcts choos- 
ing her over a horse, keeps her 
locked in the attic at night, and 
he’s promiscd to marry her, 
which he has no intention of 
doing, only to keep her from her 
annoying attempts at auto-abor- 
tion. Despite her difficulties, 
Cassidy is optimistic and counts 
herself lucky to be at the Lucky 
Spot. Indeed, she even seems to 
belicve Hooker when he tells her 
that the dancchall will soon make 
them so rich that “every day will 
be like a goddamn holiday in 








Paris, France.” 

As played by Jennifer Winters, the 
unlikely Cassidy is the most credible 
character in the overwrought 


arc so blighted that they make Job 
look blessed. Cassidy, to cite just 
one example, was born out of 
wedlock with six toes on each foot 


that name in rural Louisiana, ccn- 
ters on the ill-fated efforts of the 
owner, Reed Hooker, and his 
down-and-out staff to reopen the 











Delvena production. She performs 
with as much restraint as the hyster- 
ical script allows, finding a balance 
between slack-jawed idiocy and 
scarred innocence. But director 
Donna Sorbello dealt hersclf no 
other face cards when she cast 
Henley’s joker of a play. Giuliana 
Lonigro is too cffcte and glamorous 


NOT SO LUCKY SPOT: Beth Henley's 
unfortunates are too pathetic to be believed. 














soprano, because | ain’t one. I'm 
playing her as an Alabama contral- 
to, which is what | am.” 

Tennille is no stranger to theater 
or the music of Broadway. Her 
father was a big-band singer, and 
she got her start performing stan- 
dards in a 16-picce big band while 
attending Auburn University in 
the "60s. She later met husband- 
to-be and Beach Boys keyboardist 
Daryl Dragon while staging her 
own Mother Earth, a Hair-style 
ecology-themed rock musical, at 
South Coast Repertory Theatre in 
Southern California in the carly 
‘70s. “I hired Daryl to play in the 
band in Mother Earth, and when 
that closed, he hired me to play in 
the Beach Boys with 

Although the huge ’s.-cess of the 
Captain & Tennille kept Toni occu- 
picd as a singer and a songwriter 
for the better part of a decade, she 
returned to the music of Gershwin, 
Rodgers & Hart, and Irving Berlin 
in the "80s. “In 1984 I started per- 
forming standards with symphony 
orchestras, and | still usually sing 
with about eight orchestras a year.” 
Her latest album is Tennille Sings 
Big Band (Honest Entertainment), 
and she’s had roles in Mame, Show 
Boat, and an LA production of 
Stardust. But she hasn't abandoned 
the Captain & Tennille. “The year 
2000 will be the 25th anniversary of 
our first hit — ‘Love Will Keep Us 
Together’ — and of our marriage,” 
she points out. “So | think we're 
going to have to do some sort of 
national tour as the Captain & 
Tennille.” 

Boston audicnces, however, 
will have a chance to catch the 
Captain in action sooncr. 
Tennille confirms that he’s flying 
in for the New Year's Eve perfor- 
mance of Victor/Victoria and is 
planning to join his wife and the 
show's cast for a post-curtain- 
call sing-along of, yes, “Love 
Will Keep Us _ Together.” 
Someone should probably give 
the folks at VH-1 a call. S 


ilarly monotonous, but flat, in the 
role of Turnip, Hookcr’s oafish lack- 
cy. Tambre Tarlcton is buffoonishly 
broad as Lacey, the simpering taxi 
dancer, and Joscph Zamparclli Jr. is 
a stiff, stick-figure baddy in the part 
of the guy with designs on the bar. 
Jinxed from the start by Henley’s 
script, this production of The Lucky 
Spot is a bad deal indeed. 

Le Black Kat, a new 
company founded by 
several former mem- 
bers of Catbox Cabaret, 
had its own bout of bad 
luck as it was gearing 
up for its debut, a pro- 
duction of The 
Threepenny Opera (at 
the Works Theatre 
through December 19). 
A month before the 
opening, the director, 
the music director, and 
the female lead report- 
edly all dropped out, 
Icaving the company 
scrambling for replace- 
ments. Alas, Le Black 
Kat didn’t manage to 
turn its luck around. Its 
ham-handedly updated 
production of the lIeg- 
endary musical is a 
downright disaster, a 
two-and-a-half-hour 
sacrilege that must 
have Bertolt Brecht and 
Kurt Weill writhing in 
their graves. Perhaps 





in the part of Suejack, a tough crook 
who’s supposed to have grown 
shockingly haggard in prison. 
Richard Clark’s Hooker sounds the 
same gratingly shrill note from start 
to end, and Michacl Buckley is sim- 


—— the company should've 

picked a puss of a dif- 
ferent color. In the spirit of the 
scason, and in light of the dark 
fclinc’s rotten luck, we'll say no 
more. Merry Christmas, all you 
cats and kittens, and God bless us, 
every one. B 
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Regular Rick boosts Biue 


But there’s conclusive proof that TV really does suck 


BY ROBERT DAVID 


SULLIVAN Rick 


Schroeder’s first nude scene on NYPD Blue 
could only be topped by an X-rated Leave It to 
Beaver reunion special. The former juvenile 
star of Silver Spoons is, to be blunt, a pasty 
white guy with skinny legs and the beginnings 


of a paunch around his middle, 
and he’ll never be confused with 
Jimmy Smits in a locker room. 

As someone with a similar 
physique, I’m not complaining 
about Schroeder’s southern expo- 
sure. After all, stocky bald guys 
already have a role model in 
Dennis Franz, who’s been pro- 
moted to first billing on NYPD 
Blue. And I’m_ happy _ that 
Schroeder’s character, Detective 
Danny Sorenson, is such a con- 
trast from Smits’s impeccably 
dressed and unflappable Bobby 
Simone — who was a great char- 
acter but couldn’t have been rep- 
resentative of that many members 
of the NYPD. 

To judge from his first few 
episodes, Schroeder is playing 
someone who’s great on intuition 
but doesn’t seem to have a deep 
intellect. Back when Smits joined 
the series, his character bonded 
with Franz’s Andy Sipowicz over 
their respective hobbies — 
Simone’s homing pigeons and 
Sipowicz’s tropical fish. But when 
Sipowicz showed off his fish tank 
to his new partner last week, 
Sorenson reacted with polite but 
minimal interest. (What’s with all 
the “S” names on this show? Is it 
a coincidence that Detectives 
Martinez and Medavoy are also 
matched for alliterative effect? Or 
that Detectives Russell and 
Kirkendall nearly rhyme?) And 


isn’t inclined to let Sipowicz get 
the last word in any exchange. 
Where Simone would opt for 
silent bemusement at the tactless 
remarks of his fat friend (just try- 
ing to avoid another “s” here), 
Sorenson is more likely to keep 
picking at things. “Sorry, Andy, I 
just meant...” may become as 


strongly identified with 
Schroeder’s character as “Sorry 
about that, Chief” was with 


Maxwell Smart. 

Sorenson’s regular-guy friend- 
liness is actually a tonic for NYPD 
Blue, which was getting into a rut 
last year. The contrast between 
the volatile Sipowicz and the 
enigmatic Simone pretty 
much played out, and the scenes 
in which they interrogated sus- 
pects began to blur together. 
Schroeder is everything you could 
hope for in a new cast member, 
but it would be nice to see NYPD 
Blue become more of an ensemble 
show James McDaniel 
(Lieutenant Fancy) has always 
been underused, and Nicholas 
Turturro (Martinez) faded 
into the woodwork in recent sea- 
sons. It was odd that both charac- 
ters had such low profiles in 
Smits’s farewell episode, given 
that one of the most poignant 


was 


has 


moments was Bobby Simone say- 
ing to his wife, “I wanted to make 
a family with you.” A reminder 
that Fancy and Martinez do have 
wives and kids would have given 
us a tiny bit of optimism, and it 








would have underscored 
Simone’s pride in getting a fair 
number of predators off the 
streets during his short lifetime. 
(And there were several refer- 
ences to Sipowicz’s dead son, but 
I didn’t catch any mention of the 
one who’s still around.) 

The biggest opportunity for 
growth, however, is in Andrea 
Thompson’s Detective Kirkendall. 
With Simone gone, Kirkendall 
becomes the squad room’s pillar of 
quiet strength, and an effective 
counterweight to Kim Delaney’s 
grieving Russell. 

Then there’s Gordon Clapp 
(Detective Medavoy), surely one 
of the least-written-about Emmy 
winners in television history. Yes, 
he won a Best Supporting Actor 
award for NYPD Blue just three 
months ago. But when I got on 
the Web to verify this fact, the 
closest match my search engine 
found for “ ‘Clapp’ and ‘Emmy’ ” 


| REGULAR-GUY FRIENDLINESS: stepping in for the departed Jimmy Smits, 
| Rick Schroeder has been a tonic for NYPD Blue, which was getting into a rut. 





was a German Web site with the 
“Gordon Clapp Filmographie & 
Suchméglichkeiten.” He doesn’t 
get cover stories in TV Guide, and 
I know several NYPD Blue fans 
who say they hate his character. 

Perhaps that’s because the 
chatty Medavoy is too real for 
comfort. He comes closer than 
any other character to speaking 
the way most people do in real life 
— with awkward pauses and 
imprecise language but without 
Sipowicz’s colorful colloqui- 
alisms. He’s a clever creation, 
because he often underlines the 
show’s themes or reminds us of 
plot points without making the 
scriptwriters look heavy-handed. 
It’s entirely in character for 
Medavoy to sum up the situation 
after an anguished Sipowicz 
revives a suspect who has tried to 
hang himself. “He’ll be fine,” he 
says bitterly to the squad room at 
large. “Yeah, Andy saved this guy 
while Bobby needs a _ new 
heart ... er, not that you should- 
n’t have, Andy.” 

I wouldn’t want to ride in a 
squad car with this guy, but he’s 
great company for a few minutes 
a week. 


IT’S BECOME A RITUAL of fall 
to say that TV is worse than ever, 
in much the same way it’s become 
an American tradition to say that 








political candidates are getting 
slimier with each election, and 
that they don’t make fill-in-the- 
blanks the way they used to. 
Nostalgia often clouds our judg- 
ment, so I decided to conduct a 
reality check by looking at the 
prime-time schedules of past sea- 
sons. And I have to report in all 
honesty that TV does suck in 
1998. 

I can even give an exact time 
for the beginning of the current 
slump in quality: January 11, 
1995, at 8 p.m. That’s when the 
WB network aired its first pro- 
gram, The Wayans Brothers — an 
insipid sit-com that is still on the 
schedule. Five days later, UPN 
became the sixth broadcast net- 
work when it premiered Star Trek: 
Voyager, which is also still 
around. 

The circumstantial evidence 
against WB and UPN is over- 
whelming. The 1994-’95 season, 
the last one to begin with only 
four networks, stands out as hav- 


ing one of the best line-ups of 


programs in television history. It 
greatly bolstered the idea that 
American television series were 
more literate and provocative than 
American films (at least the ones 
from the major studios). The net- 
works’ output that season was so 
strong that many of the best series 
are still in production, and almost 
all of them are 
being rerun 
every day on 
some cable 
channel. Since 
then, however, 
prime-time TV 
has been more 
disappointing 
with each new 
season, and the 
networks have 
been _ steadily 
losing viewers 
and the respect 
of critics. The 
1994-’95 dra- 
mas ___ included 
ER (in its first 
year), Chicago 
Hope (also in its 
first year, when 
David E. Kelley 
provided it with 
interesting ethi- 
cal dilemmas 
rather than the 
silly stories it 
has now), NYPD 
Blue (when 
Jimmy Smits 
joined the cast), 
Homicide: Life 
on the Street (in 
its first full sea- 
son), Law & 
Order (the first 
year with Sam 
Waterston), The 
X-Files (its sec- 
ond season), My 
So-Called Life 
(in its only year, 
a rare example 
of a teen drama 


with three- 
dimensional 
adult charac- 


ters), Due South 
(a  tongue-in- 
cheek Canadian 
cop show with a 
cult following), 
Party of Five (its 
first year), 








Northern Exposure, and Picket 
Fences. Most of these shows are 
still on, but only NYPD Blue has- 
n’t been coasting this season. 
Among newer dramas, only The 
Practice and Ally McBeal are gen- 
erating comparable excitement 
among adult viewers. 

In the comedy department, the 
1994-’95 season brought us 
Friends (in its first year), Frasier 
(hitting its stride in its second 
season), NewsRadio (its first sea- 
son, before it became a scattered 
collection of sight gags), Mad 
About You (long before the 
damned baby), Seinfeld (with the 
Soup Nazi, the fusilli Jerry, and 
George’s first year with the 
Yankees), Roseanne (before it got 
too bizarre), Murphy Brown 
(when it still bore some resem- 
blance to an actual newsroom), 
The John Larroquette Show 
(unusually edgy for network TV, 
set in a bus station with hookers 
and homeless people among the 
regulars), and Ellen (admittedly, 
its best days were yet to come). 
Only Friends is still on and is still 
mildly interesting, thanks to a 
reconfiguration of its characters’ 
relationships this year. Everybody 
Loves Raymond and Sports Night 
are relatively new and worthwhile, 
but in general the word “sit-com” 
has never had a worse connota- 
tion — thanks in large part to 
NBC and its parade of Caroline in 
the City clones. 

Some critics have said that cre- 
ative talent has been spread too 
thinly among six networks, but 
the 84 regular comedies and dra- 
mas on the fall 1998 schedule 
don’t represent a huge jump from 
the 72 series in fall 1994. The 
new shows on WB and UPN are 
almost balanced by the other net- 
works’ increasing reliance on 
newsmagazines and “reality” 
shows. The bigger problem is that 
three of the six networks are on 
the air only between 8 and 10 
p.m., when programming is 
geared more toward families and 
teenagers. The audience is so 
splintered during most of the 
eight hours that all six networks 
are on the air (Monday through 
Thursday) that a show like WB’s 
Dawson’s Creek can be consid- 
ered a major success when it gets 
about one-fourth the viewers that 
ER draws. Meanwhile, the num- 
ber of dramas at 10 p.m., tradi- 
tionally the time period for top- 
shelf programs, has actually 
dropped, from 14 in 1987 (the 
year that the Fox network came 
on line) to 10 this fall. There’s a 
vicious circle here. The networks 
are afraid to spend any money 
developing new dramas to com- 
pete against established shows 
like ER and NYPD Blue, so they 
instead load their schedules with 
newsmagazines. And _ because 
there aren’t many alternatives, ER 
and NYPD Blue continue to 
attract strong enough ratings to 
dissuade the networks from 
developing any new dramas to 
compete against ER and... you 
get the idea. ° 

The most charitable thing you 
can say about this season so far is 
that it’s stale rather than awful. 
But four years after The Wayans 
Brothers started up, it’s pretty 
hard to make the case that viewers 
are well served by more broadcast 
networks. EJ 
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Roberto Abbado, Leonard Slatkin, James Levine, and Kendra Colton 


BY LLOYD SCHWARTZ Seiji Ozawa is 


away and the BSO has been in the hands of 


visiting conductors, 


with 


mixed results. 


Roberto Abbado, nephew of the celebrated 
Claudio, made a strange first impression. He 
held his rubbery arms extended into expansive 


ports de bras (from the back it 
looked like the death throes of the 
Dying Swan) and kept shrugging 
his jumpy, twitchy shoulders. But 
it was hard to hear the purpose of 
these distracting gestures. The 
night before Thanksgiving, he led 
the young Norwegian pianist Leif 
Ove Andsnes in a dry, lifeless 
Schumann Piano Concerto. 
Schumann scholar John 
Daverio’s program note referred 
to “sparkling humor,” “intimate 
dialoguc,” and “broadly aching 
melody,” but these were nowhere 
in evidence. If the concerto is 
“about” anything, it’s the 
polaritics within Schumann's 
character. But neither conductor 
nor soloist conveyed any sense of 


contrasts or transitions. Onc 
section was the same as any 
other. 


In the ensuing Mahler First 
Symphony, however, we had a 
different Abbado. Not that the 
gestures were any more 
restrained, but suddenly things 
got more dramatic: he now alter- 
nated melodramatic excess with 
gross sentimentality. “Ohne zu 
schleppen,” Mahler instructs the 
conductor in the third movement, 
“without dragging”; but Abbado 
chose this moment to luxuriate in 
stretched-out pizza-dough rubati. 
He’s best known for his opera 
conducting, and if anything, he 
conducted Mahler as if it were 
Wagner, or Verdi, paying more 
attention to the big arias than to 
the pathways Icading up to or 
away from them. For symphonic 
music this seemed extremely 
mannered. 

Still there were beautiful pas- 
sages. Mahler’s quotations from 
his Songs of a Wayfarer cycle had 
a lush, truly “vocal” musical line. 
Edwin Barker’s double-bass solo 
at the beginning of the parody 
funeral march (“Frére Jacques” in 
a minor key) had a creepy beauty. 
The hush of Frank Epstcin’s 
shimmering cymbals and Everett 
Firth’s timpani taps at the end of 
the movement sent shivers up 
one’s spine, heightening the effect 
of the huge cymbal crash that 
triggers the next movement. And 
if that last movement, with its 
false resolution and fresh start, 
wasn’t exactly a modcl of good 
taste, or convincing Viennese 
style, it nevertheless had an 
unstoppable momentum _ that 
swept the audience to its collec- 
tive fect. Where was this Abbado 
during the Schumann? 

The next week, we got Leonard 
Slatkin filling in for André Previn, 
who was in Washington as onc of 
this year’s Kennedy Center hon- 
orces. Previn’s lively but shallow 
Piano Concerto remained on the 
program, though, and _ soloist 
Horacio Gutiérrez played it with 
dash, splash, and slash. | could 
swear Burt Bacharach’s “Close to 
You” (remember the 
Carpentcrs?) was one of the 





tunes Previn borrowed. What did- 
n't sound like pop or movie music 
sounded like Rachmaninov or 
Prokofiev. The twining duet for 
alto sax and oboe (Thomas 
Martin and Mark McEwen) that 
launched the second variation of 
the Adagio was more affecting 
than most of the writing for 


piano. 
Samuel Barber’s 10-minute 
Second Essay for Orchestra 


(1942) was well played but a bit 
unyiclding, without the delicate 
interplay of forces you can hear 
on the classic Thomas Schippers 
recording. Of course one should 
never compare the children of 
musicians with their parents, but I 
can’t resist. Slatkin’s parents, vio- 
linist Felix Slatkin and cellist 
Eleanor Aller, were the founders 
and guiding spirits of the great 
Hollywood String Quartet. Their 
playing had astonishing clarity 
and warmth (they even accompa- 
nicd Frank Sinatra on once of his 
best Capitol albums — another 
Close to You). Leonard scems to 
have inhcrited more of the clarity 
than the warmth. His Beethoven 
Fourth Symphony was niccly laid 
out, using historically informed 
divided violins, and he kept a 
brisk pace. But it was never lov- 
ing. Balances tilted to the wide 
dynamic range of Firth’s timpani. 
You’d never gucss this was 
Becthoven’s tenderest symphony. 
The most eagerly awaited con- 
cert of the season turned out to be 
the best. The Mctropolitan 
Opera’s James Levine was back 
after four years (with two cancel- 
lations in between) to conduct 
Haydn's grandest oratorio, The 
Creation, which he completed just 
200 ycars ago, when he was 66. 
The anonymous libretto, using 
Genesis and Paradise Lost, is a 
celebration of the first seven days, 
and the devotions of Adam and 
Eve, with few hints of the trouble 
ahead. Haydn has a glorious time 
depicting raindrops and lightning 
flashes, buzzing insects, birds 
cooing in the air, worms crawling 
along the ground, and whales 
swimming in the sea (on bottom- 
feeding violas, cellos, and double 
basses). The entire oratorio 
moves from the tonally ambigu- 
ous “Representation of Chaos” 
— a powerful slow introduction, 
the way Haydn began many of his 
symphonics — to the music of 
the spheres, where harmony is a 
sign of moral and spiritual order. 
The BSO was on its best bchav- 
ior. The strings (antiphonal first 
violins, ccllos stage right, violas 
stage Icft) sounded bright, clean, 
and silky; winds (the magic flutes 
of Jacques Zoon and Fenwick 
Smith, William Hudgins on clar- 
inet) twittered and flashed, war- 
bled and chirped, while Gregg 
Henegar’s stomach growled on 
contrabassoon. Mark  Kroll’s 
spray of harpsichord arpeggios 
capturcd the creation of the stars. 








SOMETHING WILDER UP HER SLEEVE? //{ Kendra Colton could 
tap into some passion, there'd be no stopping her. 





Even the BSO’s notorious brass 
sounded like part of the orchestra 
rather than an invading army. 
John Oliver’s Tanglewood Festival 
Chorus was outstanding 
warm, spirited, full-bodied (even 
at a whisper), brilliantly accurate, 
and a major part of the action. 

The three vocal soloists (as 
angels, and, latcr, as Adam and 
Eve), all BSO debutantes, were 
beautifully matched, with a com- 
mon modesty of demeanor as well. 
American tenor Gregory Turay, 
who was an endearing Nemorino in 
the Boston Lyric Opcra’s 1997 
Lelisir d'amore, reinforced his sym- 
pathetic presence, and he showed 
no signs of the pitch problems evi- 
dent in the opera. He’s only 25, and 
his light, clear, focused voice is not 
yct fully fleshed out. But it’s got 
“ping.” It sails out into the house 
without being forced. 

German Wagncrian bass René 
-ape has recorded The Creation 
with Georg Solti. Like Turay, he 
knows the story and scems to love 
telling it. Yet he too sings with ele- 
gance and resourceful restraint 
rather than a broad acting-out. 
The very top is a little dry, but 
otherwise his voice is tensile, flex- 
ible, capable of prisms of color 
and shade. 

Surcly one reason for the full 
house was the appearance of the 
most sought-after soprano of the 
moment, the Mct’s glamorous 
Renée Fleming. She's got just 
about the loveliest voice going: a 
voice of platinum, of velvet, of 
peaches and cream — onc that 








calls up names like Stader, Jurinac, 
and Lemnitz from the Golden Age. 
With flawless, delectable trills and 
roulades, she became the cooing 
doves she was describing. Look, 
Ma, I'm a bird! She could show 
off, but there was nothing mercly 
showy. She too wasn’t exactly act- 
ing, because these are not especial- 
ly characterful roles. But she con- 
veyed both the charm and the seri- 
ousness of Haydn’s narratives and 
prayers, with an endcaring 
earnestness behind the extraordi- 
nary vocal refinement. (She'll be 
back for her own Celebrity Scrics 
recital on January 31.) 

Along with Simon Rattle (who 
Iced the BSO’s last Creation, in 
English, nearly six years ago), 
Levine is the best thing to happen 
to the BSO. He’s one of those 
rare conductors who sees the 
whole picture, and how cach of 
the little details fits in. Like the 
singers, he was unfussy, direct, 
yct subtle, and never square. He 
even got the BSO to play quictly, 
and to sound like an ensemble. 
The wonderful slow crescendos 
were so effective because they 
started from real pianissimos — 
not the usual loud and louder. 
Noble and intimate, solemn and 
comic, these two intermissionless 
hours, all music, just flew by. | 
hated for it to end. 


BOSTON SOPRANO 
KENDRA COLTON is such an 
appealing singer, it hurts to 
express reservations about her 
first full-scale recital last weck at 





Jordan Hall. Colton, an 
Emmanuel Music regular, was 
the one bright spot of the 
Boston Lyric Opera produc- 
tion of Mozart's // re pastore 
two scasons ago. She's now 
the latest of the BankBoston 
Celebrity Scrics’ “Emerging 
Artists.” With the imaginative 
Philadelphia pianist Laura 
Ward, she put together an 
unusual program: a charming 
group of English songs 
(Shakespeare set by Gerald 
Finzi and Ralph Vaughan 
Williams, Yeats by Ivor 
Gurney, Shelley by Roger 
Quiltcr), cight gems from 
Hugo Wolf's /talienisches 
Liederbuch, a brand new and 
widely cclectic (almost dis- 
jointed) piece by the exciting 
Boston composer Andy Vores, 
Fauré’s five Mélodies de 
Venise, and four rarely heard 
post-Romantic German songs 
by Alexander Zcemlinsky and 
Joseph Marx. Estimable, if not 
exactly box-office. 

Colton is a forthright singer, 
but she’s so restrained her emo- 
tional range seems narrow. The 
Fauré worked best, where 
exquisite eroticism comes out ol 
a cool detachment. She sang 
“Mandoline,” with its evocation 
of Watteau and a world of lost 
clegance, with flawlessly silken 
tone — it was heavenly. She 
began the Wolf set well — iden- 
tifying with the “small things” in 
Wolf's miniature ars poctica. In 
the second song, she got 
derailed by a memory lapse and 
never quite recovered her focus. 
She remained more careful than 
emotionally involved. 

Although Colton’s voice is 
beautiful, I’m not sure there’s 
cnough varicty in it to sustain 
an entire concert, cven a rclative- 
ly short one. Perhaps she wasn’t 
in her very best vocal state. At 
times, her upper range narrowed 
rather than expanded. | found 
myself wearying of that same 
lovely sound — nothing too loud, 
nothing too quiet. Vores’s The 
Reckless Heart is a series of songs 
about women driven “wild,” to 
poems by Marina _ Tsvetaeva, 
Edgar Lee Masters, Edith 
Sédergran, Deborah Randall, and 
Donald Justice. “Dora Williams,” 


from Masters’s Spoon River 
Anthology, is a kaleidoscopic 
recitative in the voice of a 


deceased American woman who 
inherits her moncy from a “lush” 
and a “villain,” husbands who die 
under questionable  circum- 
stances. She gocs to Paris (loopy 
music-hall runs on the piano), 
establishes a salon, and is poi- 
soned (she thinks) by her last 
husband, an Italian count. It’s a 
great opportunity for a singing 
actress. Colton kept her poise, 
controlled her irony, but never 
inhabited the character. 

Which is what happened with 
most of the program. The concert 
was a demonstration of intclli- 
gence, good taste, sly wit, and 
impeccable musicianship. But 
where was the passion, or the 
passion to perform this material? 
Maybe urgency is not in Colton’s 
temperament. Maybe it’s not in 
her vocal capacity. But my gucss 
is that she’s got something wilder 
up her sleeve. If she could tap it, 
there'd be no stopping hcr. 
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Blue Note’s 60 years 
BY JON GARELICK The history of Blue 


Note Records is nothing less than the history 
of jazz. You can qualify that statement any way 
you like — citing the absence of ’60s “new 
thing” free skronk, of *80s neo-classic avant- 
garde (Air, the Art Ensemble of Chicago, the 


World Saxophone Quartet, Steve 
Lacy), even of modernist 
founding fathers Charlic Parker 
and Dizzy Gillespie — and still be 
left with a catalogue that defines 
the music, in all its protean forms 
and myriad evolutions, from the 


boogie-woogie piano blues of 


Albert Ammons and Meade Lux 
Lewis and the New Orleans-—style 
recordings by jazz’s first great 
saxophonist, Sidney Bechet, 
through ~—s any 
pathbreaking jazz giants — 
Miles, Monk, Ornette, Blakcy, 
Dolphy, Bud Powell, Sonny 
Rollins, Coltrane, Cecil Taylor, 
Andrew Hill. A catalogue that 
now embraces contemporary 
pacesetters like Cassandra 
Wilson, Joc Lovano, and Jacky 
Terrasson (to name a few). The 
list gocs on. It’s all included on 
the new limited-edition 14-CD 
set The Blue Note Years. 

It's not just historical scope 
that gives Bluc Note its edge. Bluc 
Note as much as any label has 
contributed to jazz’s mystique. 
Beginning in 1956, designer Reid 
Miles gave Blue Note album jack- 
ets a sleck, Bauhaus facc that still 
exerts its influence, both in music 
and in other areas Of graphic 
design. Engineer Rudy Van 
Gelder gave the music a hot 
immediacy that set a new stan- 
dard for jazz recording. (Van 
Gelder also hired out to other 
labels, but it’s with Blue Note that 
he cut his teeth, and for whom he 
recorded prodigiously through 
the label's mid-’60s heyday.) 
Label co-founder Francis Wolff 
produced a scrics of photos for 
the album jackets black-and- 
white images, theatrical for all 
their documentary detail and rcal- 
ism, the musicians set against 
black backgrounds, bathed in 
light of an indefinite source, bent 
over keyboards and horns and 
manuscript paper, pencils or cig- 
arcttcs in hand, smoke trailing 
into the darkness. These were not 
posed, grinning entertainers but 
scrious men at work, often gri- 
macing to the task. It’s no wonder 
Joe Jackson couldn't resist cop- 
ping the cover of a Sonny 
Rollins’s LP for his own Body and 
Soul. This was jazz cool. (An LP- 
sized booklet of Wolff's pho- 
tographs, beautifully printed, and 
updated with current photos in 
the same style by Jimmy Katz, is 
included in the new set.) 

The musical reason Blue Note 
has such a firm grip on a big 
chunk of jazz history — aside 
from seminal recordings by the 
likes of sui generis wizards like 
Monk — is the hard bop and “soul 
jazz” the label recorded from the 
mid ‘50s roughly through 1967. 
This is the stuff that put Blue Note 
jazz on the pop charts, most 
notably with Lee Morgan’s 1963 
“The Sidewinder.” But it began in 
1955, with Horace Silver’s “The 
Preacher,” a funky, gospel-tinged 


number of 


blues, far simpler not only than 
standard bebop but than anything 
the Jazz Messengers of Silver and 
Art Blakey had recorded. The 
word is that Wolff's partner, Alfred 
Lion, thought the tune was too 
corny to record (this, after all, was 
the man who was so struck by 
Thelonious Monk that he immedi- 
ately wanted to record everything 
in the revolutionary 
composcr/pianist’s book). But the 
Messengers recorded “The 
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Preacher,” scored a hit, and single- 
handedly saved the then-founder- 
ing label. For the next decade and 
half, the “Blue Note sound” was 
defined by this bold, blues-based 
music. 

Hard bop and its offshoots 
(including the Hammond B-3 
organ jazz that Jimmy Smith pop- 
ularized) form the core of The 
Blue Note Years. Unlike “com- 
plete” single-artist boxes, the sct 
doesn’t bog down in alternate 
takes. It’s a greatest-hits package 
organized in a loose chronology 
that noncthcless maintains unity 
in its seven double-disc sets. We 
get Boogie Blues & Bop (1939- 
1955), The Jazz Message (1955- 
1960), Organ and Soul (1956- 
1967), Hard Bop and Beyond 
(1963-1967), The Avant Garde 
(1963-1967), The New Era 
(1975-1998), and Blue Note 
Then As Now (a collection of 
“covers” spanning Blue Note’s 
history by artists currently on the 
label’s roster). The good news for 





consumers without deep pockets 
is that, beginning in March, the 
label will be sclling the two-disc 
sets individually, so you can buy 
The Blue Note Years on the 
installment plan — which also 
allows you to skip volumes that 
don’t appeal. 

Not that there’s much worth 
skipping here. Lion and Wolff 
were German expatriates who had 
fallen in love with jazz as teenagers 
in Berlin, between the wars. Wolff 
arrived first in America, and he 
established the label in 1939, 
recording Ammons, Bechet, and 
Earl Hines in short order. During 
the ’40s (captured on the first disc 
of Boogie Blues & Bop) he record- 
ed the best in early jazz and swing, 
including a wonderful clarinct 
exchange between Bechet and 
Albert Nicholas and some small- 
group swing Iced by tenor-saxo- 
phonist Ike Quebec (the label's 
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ghly 1955 to 1967, the sound and the look of Blue Note 
defined the jazz mainstream — and jazz cool. 


first unofficial A&R man). By 
1947, at Quebec’s urging, the label 
was launched onto bebop. 

Bebop up to this time had been 
characterized by simple arrange- 
ments of baroquely complex 
themes, all chockful of notes, 
played with blinding speed, fol- 
lowed by solos and then a unison 
out-chorus. But by the late '40s, 
bop had begun to slow down. 
Tadd Damcron’s “Our Delight” is 
noteworthy not just for its man- 
ageable medium up-tempo but for 
the long, gleaming arc of the 
songlike theme. The same gocs 
for Dameron’s “Our Delight.” Yet 
there’s room in the arrangements 
for plenty of virtuosity from the 
great trumpeter Fats Navarro — 
not in Dizzy-like high-note fire- 
works and 32nd-note runs, but in 
a tuneful logic that carries through 
in Navarro’s casy, varicd phrasing. 

From these carly foreshadow- 
ings of hard bop, that kind of 
logic carrics on throughout the 
Bluc Note ’40s dates — compos- 





ing and arranging are as impor- 
tant here as virtuoso displays. By 
the time we get to Silver's “The 
Preacher,” a pop imperative has 
taken hold: great songs. It’s not 
just the verse-chorus-verse struc- 
tures that suggest pop. Early 
bebop’s jumping angular 
melodics and breakneck speeds 
are replaced by longer phrasing 
and note valucs that suggest 
lyrics. You can imagine singing 
“The Preacher” in a way that you 
can't imagine singing Dizzy’s 
“Bebop.” 

Of course, by the time you get 
to Blue Note’s shaky fusion period 
(launched by Donald Byrd's 
breakaway 1973 hit album Black 
Byrd), you have to ask yourself 
whether jazz has scgued com- 
pletely into instrumental pop, but 
there’s no doubt about the jazz 
validity — and greatness — of the 
1955-’67 period. The emphasis 
was on blucs, 
minor kcys or 
Eastern-tinged 
modes, medium 
tempos, rolling 
gospel _— piano 
vamps, occa- 
sional Latin and 
Caribbean  fla- 
vors (the latter 
most notably on 
Silver’s “Song 
for My Father”). 
By the time hard 
bop wore itself 
out (squeezed 
on the one side 
by the jazz 
avant-garde and 
on the other by 
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Motown — and 
rock and roll), 
these proce- 
dures had 
become man- 
nered, cliché’d. 
Every jazz 
album had 


begun to sound 
the same. And 
it’s not as 
though Bluc 
Note were com- 
pletely without 
fault (1 recall a 








Grant Green 
version of the 
theme from 








—— Exodus that was 
particularly 
unfortunate). 

But the beauty of The Blue 
Note Years is that the chaff has 
been winnowed. The grcat 
anthems of hard bop are here — 
“The Preacher,” “Song for My 
Father,” Bobby  Timmons’s 
“Moanin’,” Lee Morgan’s “I 
Remember Clifford” and “The 
Sidewinder,” Herbie Hancock’s 
“Cantaloupe Island.” Great 
improvising bursts out of compo- 
sitions that have the accessibility 
of pop tunes. The minor-mode 
formula is varicd with imaginative 
arrangements that cmphasize 
dynamics and ensemble interac- 
tion. This compositional scnse 
carrics through the Avant Garde 
set as well, where Coleman, Cecil 
Taylor, Jackie McLean, Grachun 
Moncur III, and Eric Dolphy lend 
a chamber-jazz like intimacy and 
narrative order to their most 
urgent outpourings. 

That urgency characterizes the 
vintage Bluc Note matcrial cven 
at its most tuncful and “main- 








The bad and the beautiful 


stream.” In his at times beautiful 
little book Hard Bop: Jazz and 
Black Music 1955-1965 (Oxford, 
1992), the late David Rosenthal 
has a chapter called “The Power 
of Badness,” and it singles out 
Lee Morgan, specifically his solo 
on Joc Henderson’s “Caribbean 
Fire Dance” (not included on the 
box set), for its “malice.” For 
some, that malice, and scnse of 
menace, is what would contribute 
to the music’s “badness” and 
therefore its blackness. It’s part of 
what connects this music to its 
time, when the civil-rights move- 
ment was flowering and the war 
in Victnam was well under way. 
On the box’s Avant Garde set, the 
connections become explicit. 
During this period, — Jackic 
McLean released an album called 
Let Freedom Ring, and he wasn't 
talking mercly about kcys and 
time signatures. You can also hear 
that urgency on the box sct in the 
opening salvo of Art Blakcy’s 
drums on the 1955 “Minor’s 
Holiday,” and in Silver’s 1956 
“Senor Blucs,” where the bridge 
section seems to pounce with 
coiled tension, urged on by Byrd’s 
trumpet and the insistent, percus- 
sive comping of Silver's piano. 

I mention this because some air 
gocs out of the sct in the final 
two-disc volume, Blue Note Then 
As Now. Not that there aren't 
good performances on_ these 
“covers” — John Scofield brings 
his own spccial kind of sarcasm to 
Wayne Shorter’s “Tom Thumb,” 
vibist Steve Nelson revives some 
of the dark intensity of vintage 
Bobby Hutcherson on_ fackic 
McLean’s “Omega” (with his 
tumbling-down lines and repcat- 
ed figures), and Joc Lovano and 
Wallace Roney find introspective 
freedom on Ornette Coleman's 
“The Good Old Days” (originally 
from a 1966 Ornette album called 
The Empty Foxhole). Yet if Blue 
Note’s hard-bop gift is great 
songs, Then As Now sometimes 
feels like nothing but songs. The 
pianist Eliane Elias gives a credi- 
ble version of Kenny Dorham’s 
“Una Mas,” but she’s smoothed 
off the edges (perhaps they're 
gone with the kick of Tony 
Williams’s cowbell and rims on 
the original). Kevin  Hays’s 
Milesian electro-funk updating of 
Joe Henderson’s “Inner Urge” 
creates a nice groove, but wasn't 
there something else in the origi- 
nal? Where’s the urge? And Kurt 
Elling’s take on McCoy Tyncr’s 
“Tanganyika Dance” sounds 
downright phony. 

But these are quibbles. When 
you hear the Powell-like gee-whiz 
virtuosity of Benny Green's “Bish 
Bash,” or Greg Osby’s strectwisc 
“Miss D’Meena,” or Joe Lovano’s 
exploratory “Lincs and Spaccs” 
and Javon Jackson's tuncful- 
indeed “Not Yet,” it restores con- 
fidence in Blue Note’s ongoing 
tradition. Going back to the dark 
days of 1975, | even found myself 
enjoying the saxophone pop of 
Ronnic Laws’s “Always There.” 
Jazz can respond to the times with 
a Ronnic Laws single, or an Us3 
(built on Blue Note samples), or 
by licensing bits of its past to the 
Beastic Boys. But — as Blakcy, 
Morgan, Henderson, ef al., 
proved — there’s nothing like the 
fire of direct engagement with the 
present. a 
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BY MICHAEL FREEDBERG The dressed- 


up diva music of Alanis Morissette’s Supposed 
Former Infatuation Junkie (Maverick) and 
Celine Dion’s Sil suffisait d’aimer (Sony 550) 
probes the differences between the true and the 
temporary, the real and the unreal. In American 


pop this subject is hardly usual, 
but in the Europop-influenced 
music of Québec, whence Dion 
and Morissette both originate, it 
is perhaps the most common 
theme — probably because to the 
Québecois, French-speaking 
Québec seems a nation but isn’t 
yet one. 

For the past several years much 
of the market growth and artistic 
excitement in pop music has come 
from outside the English-speaking 
world, and Québec’s music scene 
is exciting indecd. Drawing its 
sounds from disco, Europop, 
power rock, and old-fashioned 
country string bands — a combi- 
nation utterly unlike those that 
drive recent Amcrican hits — in 
support of its scarch-for-knowl- 
edge songs, the Québec pop that 
undcrlics the music of Morissette 
and Dion spcaks directly to the 
fastest-growing segment of the 
record-buying public: those over 
30. Yet it also attracts large num- 
bers of the scene’s young listen- 
ers. Dion and Morissette chal- 
lenge a similarly broad-band audi- 
ence with songs that seek self- 
knowledge as well as knowledge 
of the real and the unreal, songs 
that ask romance, commitment, 
and disillusionment to make a 
profounder impression than some 
momentary high or low. 

For an Amcrican, the most 
unusual characteristic of these 
two divas’ songs is that they are 
made not for homegrown fans, 
who would most casily take to 
them, but for export audiences: 
Dion’s CD is aimed at a French 
audience (on the cover her name 
is spelt “Céline”), Morissette’s at 
the USA. But one can well judge 
the strength of a socicty’s artistic 
expression by the number and 
eloquence of its artistic expatri- 
ates, and the textual power and 
personal resolve evident in Dion’s 
CD and in Morissette’s are proof 
of the immediacy and adaptability 
of Québec’s hit music. 

The supremely adaptable Dion 
narrows her focus for American 
fans, almost always playing the 
steadfast loyal lover and singing 
somewhat in the manner of 
Barbra Streisand. For her French 
fans, however, she adds to her 
repertoire soulful idylls of a kind 
made famous by variéié stars 
France Gall and Janc Birkin. Dion 
as loyal lover displays hersclf on 
Sil suffisait d’aimer in the soft 
sad strength of “Je crois toi” and 
in the defiantly melodic “On ne 
change pas” (one of those lightly 
rhythmic orchestral triumphs that 
Europop thrives on). But the 
majority of the CD is dedicated to 
more complex performanccs. 
Romantic disaster is Dion’s 
theme in the fast disco song 
“Dans un autre monde” and in 
the raspy soul of “Tous Ies blues 
sont écrits pour toi.” Still, disas- 
ter docsn’t divert Dion for long. 
In “Jc chanterai,” she declares her 
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primary mission — changing a 
world of troubles into a multitude 
of positives — simply by singing, 
by moving her soprano from fret- 
ful pensiveness to defiant rejoic- 
ing. “Terre” takes the same route, 
from dirty, slide-guitar lowdown 
to the grandeur of her outcry. 
Most cathartic of all is “Zora 
sourit,” the CD’s first single, in 
which, so the text tells us, Zora, 
the song’s heroine, uses her best 
weapon, her smile, to overcome 
everything that wants to cut her 
down to size — smiling cven 
though her heart and her life are 
brim-full of tears. 

Much of credit for the charm 
and melody of these songs must 
go to Jcan-Jacqucs Goldman, a 
star of French variété in his own 
right, who wrote Dion’s first Paris 
CD, D’eux, and has written all of 
the music and most of the texts of 
Siil suffisait. (The other texts 
come from Eric Benzi, Anggun’s 
svengali.) Goldman’s ear candies 
bond slickly to Dion’s silky sopra- 
no; this pair are two of a kind. 
Which may be one reason that, 
even though Dion insists on 
singing proudly in French, she 
has not released a Québcc-style 
French CD since 1991’s Dion 
chante Plamondon, in which she 
sang her best stuff — her most 
convincing businessman’s blues, 
her most rightcous disco song, 
and Aldo Nova’s “Des mots qui 
sonnet,” a power rockout in 
which Dion confesses her total 
dependence on the potency of her 
songwriter’s texts. As the guitar 
screams, Dion keeps on begging, 
desperatcly, that he _ please, 
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please, please give her 


“some words that will 
give meaning to her 
music.” 

Vulnerability without 
triumph scems to have 
passed from Dion's 


repertoire, along with her 
disappearance from the 
Québec music scene. She 


has been superseded 
there, chicfly by Maric 
Carmen — a contralto 


who dedicates herself to 
probing the real and the 
unreal and who does it 
with a far more guttural, 
rhetorical, and cgotistical 
kind of diva power than 
the purely virtuosic and 
humble-minded — Dion. 
Carmen's fourth CD, 
4 Liautre (Musicor 
Québec), presents the 
most Québecois persona 
there is: herself, singing 
power rock in French, a 
larger-than-life diva substantiat- 
ing her existence and thereby 
Québec’s. In “Le miroir” she 
looks at her made-up face in the 
mirror and ponders, in a droll 
seductive whine, the difference 
between illusion and reality; in 
“Apprivoisc-moi,” a classic picce 
of power-rock, she declares, full 
of desire for her lover, that she’s 
“touched the fire.” Then comes 
“Jc suis,” in which she announccs 
she’s “the inexplicable feeling of 
love” and “the strange bluc beau- 
ty of the great sky before a 
storm.” The CD appeared just in 
time for this year’s Québec 
provincial clection (on November 
30), the ultimate issue of which 
was nationhood for Québec. 
Maric Carmen singing her French 
power-rock bursts as an embodi- 
ment of Québec libre? That's an 
aspiration with which the purcly 
esthetic Dion cannot compete. 
Which is why Dion’s musical exile 
from Québec will likcly continuc. 

Morissette, because of the snarl 
and angst of her voice and 
because of the sexually explicit, 





CELINE: she narrows her focus for American fans, almost always 
playing the steadfast loyal lover. 





The power of exile 


French-Canadian divas Alanis Morissette and Celine Dion 


therapeutic hurt of her best lyrics, 
is casy to sce as homegrown 
American: a kick-ass urban folkic 
like Liz Phair, a shrewder and 
more songful Sheryl Crow, a big- 
mama riot grrrl swimming on the 
darkside. In break-your-leg jams 
like “Sympathetic Character,” 
rebukes like “Thank U,” and soft 
wondering lullabies like “That | 


Would Be Good” and “Heart of 


the House,” she fits all these 
roles, thanks in part to Glen 
Ballard’s post-Dylanesque folkic 
productions. Ballard’s songs 
abound with sharp acoustic guitar 
and plain-spoken mcelodics. Yet 
even in face-to-face romantic 
combats there is nothing plain 
about Morissctte’s singing. 
Embellished to the max, in diva 
dramas like “The Couch” and 
“Can't Not,” in the ultradiva 
rock-opcra rhetoric of “I Was 
Hoping” or the guitar growl of 
“Joining You,” as well as in the 
cnigmatic rhythms of “Front 
Row,” Morissette’s soprano dis- 
plays itself full of gurgles and 
curls, trills, long beautiful soar- 
ing, and glossy with echo effect 
— the voice of a damnably glam- 
orous, goddess-big cgo. 
Morissette loves nobly. And she 
abases herself nobly too. Nothing 
in Amcrican hits prepares a listen- 
er for “The Couch,” a song in 
which a man’s widow tells her 
daughter how her father “dicd in 
the arms of his lover, how dare 
he,” but in French variété there are 
plenty of such songs — for cxam- 
ple, the four studio CDs of Mylene 
Farmer, France’s biggest pop star 
since she debuted in 1986 with 
Cendres de lune, abound in them. 
Farmer’s work is melancholy and 
ecstatic, often backed by guitar 
rock so torrid it makes Courtney 
Love’s work sound wimpy. Shc 
also sings drcamsongs morc 
woozy than the Cocteau Twins’ as 
well as racy fast Eurodisco. 
Morissette lacks Farmcer’s multiple 
voices, but she has mastered 
Farmer’s mclancholically ccstatic 
side — for example, “Onc” and 
“Would Not Come,” the first an 
expansively wistful Eurodiva aria 
full of dignificd oratory, the other 
a darkside dream, both sung 
almost exactly in Farmer style (and 
supported by disjointed dream 
music lifted almost directly from 
Farmer’s rock-gothic work). “I 
Was Hoping” and “The Couch” 
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Morissette 
smolders. A woman of high digni- 


are fierce and hot: 
ty screaming undignificd 
vengeance, borne up by minor 
chords, orchestral echo, and cxot- 
ic percussion, she sings regally, 
declaiming, “I don’t know where 
to begin in all of my 50 years, | 
have been silently suffering and 
adapting, perpetuating and endur- 
ing, who are you younger gencra- 
tion to tell me that [| have unre- 
solved problems” in a voice as cru- 
clly inflamed as the friction of her 
meter. 

Obsessed with gesture and riv- 
cted to its rhetorical devices, the 
world of Supposed Former 
Infatuation Junkie dispenses with 
the X-rated ironics that allowed 
so much of Jagged Little Pill to 
disgorge its ferocious hurts rather 
than sustain them. /nfatuation 
Junkie’s diva sustains her hurts, 
dancing a mad frenzy in which all 
her infatuations get exorcised by a 
ton of beauty and a fistful of 
slash. Infatuation Junkie does not 
surprise the way Jagged Little Pill 
did, but its music is grander and 
more explosive. On Jagged Little 
Pill Morissette performed almost 
as faithfully to cxile standards as 
Celine Dion does in her own, dif- 
ferently modeled English-lan- 
guage work. Infatuation Junkie, 
though sung exclusively — in 
English, is, like Dion’s S‘il suffi- 
sait d‘aimer, an album of music 
that’s French in structure, tone, 
and characterization. And if, like 
Dion’s Paris CDs, it tells us very 
little about Morissette’s 
Canadianism, that in no way 
slights its melodic cvil or its 
thrashful charm. If Morissette 
continucs to expound, probe, and 
declaim with this level of rhythmic 
punch and soprano command, 
she may impose her theatrical, 
non-grunge vision of things on 
her Anglo audience in spite of its 
prejudices. If she cvcr manages, 
like Mylene Farmer, to sing at the 
point where voice and music, and 
therefore illusion and reality, 
interact — and thereby make the 
act of creating a song out of noth- 
ing the underlying subject (and 
paradox) of all her songs, as 
Farmer does — she might well 
induce her fans to think as deeply 
about what shc is doing as they do 
about what she is saying. And we 
might like it. At which point the 
exiled oncs will be us, not her. @ 
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COVER BOYS: even Golden Siog’s originals sound familiar enough to 


have been hits or near-misses in a bygone era. 


GOLDEN SMOG: 
BIG AND 
LITTLE STARS 


“This is a song our drummer Jody 
wrote,” was the deadpan introduction 
the guys in Golden Smog gave before 
they launched into the all-too-familiar- 
sounding tune with the “Fooled Around 
and Fell in Love” chorus at the Paradise 
a week ago Tucsday. They were kid- 
ding, of course. The song wasn’t 
penned by Big Star’s Jody Stephens or 
any of the other small-to-medium-sized 


stars in Golden Smog. It’s just one of 


those vagucly tarnished golden oldics 
you've probably heard dozens of times 
without ever thinking to ask who wrote 
it. The answer, by the way, is Elvin 
Bishop, the ycar was 1976, and, yes, | 
had to look that up after the show. 
Golden Smog are a band, or, maybe 
more accurately, a project founded on 
the notion that there’s value in tunes 
like “Fooled Around and Fell in Love” 
— that, if nothing clsc, such songs rep- 
resent a common bond for anyone over 
the age of, say, 25 who grew up listen- 
ing to the radio. Formed in the carly 
‘90s by two Jayhawks (singer/guitarist 
Gary Louris and_ bassist Marc 
Perlman), a Soul Asylum (guitarist 
Dan Murphy), a former 
Replacement (drummer Chris 
Mars), and the guy who fronts 
Minneapolis’s Run Westy Run 
(Kraig Johnson), Smog covered 
“Easy To Be Hard,” “Shooting 
Star,” the Stones B-side 
“Backstreet Girl,” and Thin Lizzy’s 
“Cowboy Song” on their first disc, 


92’s On Golden Smog EP 
(Crackpot). 
Since then, Mars has _ left, 


Wilco’s Jeff Tweedy has joined, and 
the Smog have settled into a com- 
fortable pattern of recording a full- 
length CD of original tunes by the 
various members every few years 
— first Down by the Old 
Mainstream (Rykodisc), in °95, 
and then earlier this year, with 
Stephens on board, Weird Tales 
(Rykodisc). The covers are 
reserved for the band’s infrequent 
live appearances, but the punch 
line is that even Golden Smog’s 
originals sound familiar enough to 
have been hits or ncar-misscs in a 
bygone era. The Gram Parsons—era 
Byrds, the Hollics, and Big Star 
were just a few bands Golden 
Smog brought to mind at the 
*aradisc with the case of their vocal 
harmonics and laid-back guitar jams. 
And Neil Young's “Revolution Blues” 
and Love's “Signed D.C.” were two 
more covers. 

So it was fitting that one of 
Rykodisc’s new artists, singcr/song- 
writer Josh Rouse, opened the night 
with a set that sometimes brought to 
mind the Replacements. After all, it was 
the Replacements whose penchant for 
drunken covers first reconnected the 
post-punk ’80s with the then discredit- 
ed radio pop of the ‘70s. They just 
never did it as competently as Golden 
Smog. 

— Matt Ashare 





_ LENI STERN: 


POP + JAZZ = 
VISION 


“This is really deep music — you don’t 
hear stuff like this every day,” a buzz- 
cut man at the bar told a friend at the 
end of Leni Stern’s first sct a weck ago 
Thursday at Johnny D's. 

He was right. Stern had just finished 
“Black Guitar,” a touching pocm about 
the loss of love and finding refuge from 
emotional challenges in music. Its 
lyrics — lines like “You're like a cut 
flower/Your time is marked” — glided 
over pastcl folk chords and a slowly 
swinging beat. Then Stern stepped out 
with a thoughtful, halting blues solo on 
her gold-flake Stratocaster. She turned 
to saxist Dave Binney, who caught 
some ‘Trane and took the song to yet a 
third dimension with a fluttcring squall 
of notes. 

So went the night, with Stern repeat- 
edly applying her gentle voice to songs 
that combine pop lyricism with new- 
age tones and sentiments and jazz’s 
unfettered improvisation. Her band 
were outstanding. Phillip Hamilton laid 
down a sensitive patter of percussion 
and added backing vocals. Binncy 


STEVE MIRARCHI 





altcrnatcly floated and rocketed sky- 
ward. Don Falzone teased drummer 
Brian Blade with his subtle variations 
on their unshakable groove. They kept 
things moving but never overwhelmed 
the fragile spirit of Stern’s smartly con- 
structed music. 

Amid these fine players, Stern ruled 
with guitar solos like freshwater 
pearls — knotty yct beautiful — and 
a voice that, with her German accent, 
made her sound something like 
Marlene Dictrich borrowing Billie 
Holiday's phrasing. Like her new CD, 
Recollection (LSR), the two Johnny 
D’s scts culled matcrial from through- 











FATBOY: Norman Cook doesn’t have his own 
TV show. But he will, trust us. 








out her career, which began in the 
mid ’80s. 


Back then she was a few years of 


out of Berklee and seemed steeped in 
the ECM tradition — in contrast to 
guitarist husband Mike’s then-blister- 
ing performances with Miles Davis. A 
sensitive, airy guitar duct with Bill 
Frisell on Recollection best represents 
this period. On the other side are 
tunes like the new “Love Is Real,” 
which builds from haunting lyrics set 
to soft accompaniment to a furious 
one-chord jam finale. That song was 
evidence that Stern has developed into 


one of the most interesting fuscrs of 


pop songwriting and jazz instincts 
since Joni Mitchell, meeting what's 
perhaps the toughest challenge for 
jazz musicians — lyrics — to become 
a woman with her own sound and 
vision. 


— Ted Drozdowski 


FATBOY SLIM: 
INSTANT 
GRATIFICATION 


Norman Cook, the Brighton (England) 
disc jock better known as Fatboy Slim, 
doesn’t have his own TV show. Not yet. 
But after | watched him work the 
crowd at Avalon, all | can say is trust 
me, it’s coming. That was clear halfway 
through “Kalifornia,” a truly goofy 
clectro homage from his new You've 
Come a Long Way, Baby (Astralwerks). 
Arms in the air, skinny ass twitching, 
Cook had a room full of techno kids 
(and the occasional Docs-shod rocker) 
pogoing like maniacs and singing the 
hook: “Kali-forn-ia/Is druggy druggy 
druggy druggy.” 

Besides, he’s already got a better 
theme song than Don Cornclius. 
Cook kicked off his two-hour-plus 
Avalon performance’ with “In 
Heaven,” a Baby track that puts one 
vocal sample (house producer Freddy 
Fresh saying “Fatboy Slim is fucking 
in heaven”) on infinite beatbox 
repeat, until it sounds like Steve Reich 
gettin’ stupid in the South Bronx. 
Live, “In Heaven” was a booming 
string of curses worthy of Tony 
Montana — “Fucking, fucking, fuck- 
ing in heaven.” And Cook served 
it up with a diabolical grin. 

Cook’s singles arc all about 
instant gratification: follow-the- 
bouncing-break rhythms, “Bomb 
Squad for Dummics” production, 
lather-rinsc-repeat song  struc- 
tures. He’s an essentialist in a field 
of obscurantists, making indelible 
hooks out of the kind of stuff 
brainier DJs won't dirty their fin- 
gertips with. And even though he 
can’t resist a dance-music cliché 
— his nods to late-’80s acid house 
grate like late-night car alarms — 
nobody’s better at stripping the 
guilt from techno’s guilty plea- 
sures. At Avalon, everything that 
crossed his decks turned into 
incendiary pop: a housed-up ver- 
sion of Blur’s “Song 2” (reminis- 
cent of Brock Landers’s summer 
club hit “S.M.D.U.”) with the 
crowd supplying the “Woo hoo!”; 
Air’s Jaclyn Smith tribute “Kelly 
Watch the Stars” and Prince’s 
“When Doves Cry,” both fortified 
with big-beat stcroids; and his new 
remix of the Beastie Boys’ “Body 
Movin’,” a long-overduc collabo- 
ration between like-minded 

— knuckleheads. 

Cook dropped his explosive single 
“The Rockafeller Skank” about halfway 
through his set, mixing that now-leg- 
endary Lord Finesse sound bite (“Right 
about now/The funk soul brother”) over 
the riff from the Stones’ “Satisfaction.” 
The alrcady-hyper crowd went about 10 
steps past buck wild, and Cook started 
doing some endearingly British, chicken- 
armed approximation of the “Gettin’ 
Jiggy” dance behind the turntables. It 
wasn't “Soul Train,” and it wasn’t art. But 
when his freaks in the front row picked up 
the chant (“I can’t get no... | can’t get 
no...”), you could see it in Cook’s eyes 
— the man was fucking in heaven. 


— Alex Pappademas 
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REAT N X SET BLE CD’s AND LLECTION 

Bruce Springsteen- Tracks $49.99, John Coltrane-The Classic Quartet: Complete Impulse! Studio Recordings $69.99 
Garth Brooks-Double Live $21.99, Rolling Stone Women in Rock Collection $31.99 

George Michael- “Ladies and Gentlemen” The Best Of George Michael $16.99, The Three Tenors-Paris 1998 $16.99 
Nat King Cole-The Christmas Song, $10.99 Neil Diamond- “As Time Goes By” The Movie Album $20.99 


AN‘T BEAT THE BEATLES FOR THE HOLIDAY 
The Beatles-The White Album:Limited Edition $24.99, The Beatles- ] 962-1966 $24.99, The Beatles- ] 967-1970 $24.99 
The Beatles-Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely Hearts Club Band $13.99, The Beatles-Abbey Road $13.99, The Beatles-Let /t Be $13.99 


ALSO AVAILABLE 12.9 

The Mighty Mighty Bosstones-Live From The Middle East, John Lee Hooker-The Best of Friends, Meren Hits ‘99 

New Radicals-Maybe You've Been Brainwashed Too, The Brian Setzer Orchestra-The Dirty Boogie, Phish-Story Of The Ghost 
Down to The Bone-From Manhattan to Staten, Shakira-Dénde estan los ladrones?, DJ Reggae Mix- Various Artists 

The Saw Doctors-Songs From Sun Street 


N VIDE 16.99- 9 
TITANIC, DR. DOLITTLE, 
THE MASK OF ZORRO, ARMAGEDDON 
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Whitney Houston 


VIDEO TAPE 
FUJI HQ 120 5 Pack $9.99, 
TDK HS T-120 Mix 3 Bonus Pack $6.99 








Alanis Morissette Whitney Houston Wynton Marsalis 
AUDIO TAPE tinsdied edaboirwith Supposed Former My Love Is Your Love Classic Wynton 
caer oa 46 ete now’ bonus “B” sides infatuation Junkie 
4 CD Box Set 
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Andrea Bocelli U2 The Prince Of Egypt John Lennon Seal 
Romanza The Best Of 1980-1990 Soundtrack John Lennon Anthology Human Being 
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Various Artists Rolling Stones Metallica 


Celine Dion 
These Are Special Times Strictly The Best XXI Next Generation Swing No Security Garage Inc. 
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R. Kelly Belly: Music From the 





Chemical Brothers Mariah Carey 
Brothers Gonna #1's R. Motion Picture 
Work it Out 


LOOK FOR THESE GREAT HOLIDAY GIFT IDEA 13.99 


Foxy Brown-China Doll (owilable 1/99), Sheryl Crow-The Globe Sessions, Dru Hill-Enter The Dru, Herbie Hancock-Gershwin’s World, Hanson-Live From Albertane 
Jennifer Paige-Jennifer Paige, Pavarotti and Friends-Pavarotti and Friends for the Children of Liberia, Redman-Doc’s The Name available] 2/8), Beck-Mutations 
Hole-Celebrity Skin, Semisonic-Feeling Strangely Fine, Beastie Boys-Hello Nasty, NOW- Various Artists; Method Man-Tical 2000: Judgement Day 

Backstreet Boys-Backstreet Boys, Deborah Cox-One Wish, Natalie Imbruglia-Left of The Middle, Barry Manilow-Manilow Sings Sinatra 

The Colors of Christmas, Ultimate Christmas, The Only Broadway CD You'll Ever Need, Conversations With God I, Barenaked Ladies-Stunt 

Brandy- Never Say Never, The Goo Goo Dolls-Dizzy Up The Girl, Hootie & The Blowfish-Musical Chairs, Chris Isaak-Speak of The Devil, Madonna-Ray of Light 
Audra McDonald- Way Back To Paradise, Bette Midler-Bathhouse Betty, R.E.M.-Up, Busta Rhymes-E.L.£., Duncan Sheik-Humming, Keith Sweat-Still In The Game 
Third Eye Blind-Third Eye Blind, Trans Siberian Orchestra-Christmas Eve and Other Stories, Mannheim Steamroller-The Christmas Angel, Club Mix’99 

Digital Empire II: The Aftermath, Cecilia Bartoli-Live From Italy, Vince Guaraldi Trio-Charlie Brown's Holiday Hits, Babyface-Christmas With Babyface 

Tony Bennett-The Playground, Shawn Colvin-Holiday Songs and Lullabies, Lauryn Hill-The Miseducation of Lauryn Hill, John Mellencamp-John Mellencamp 

The Offspring-Americana, Pearl Jam-Live On Two Legs, Touched By An Angel-The Album, VH-1 Divas Live, Chef Aid:The South Park Album 

WK Back To Titanic, DJ Mix ‘99, Prince Of Egypt-I/nspired Country Soundtrack, Prince Of Egypt-/nspired Gospel Soundtrack 

Fastball-Al/ the Pain Money Can Buy, Teletubbies: The Album 
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With every purchase 


over $50.00 on your — 

American Express Card . - 

you will receive a voucher worth $5.00 toward H M V 
purchases made at HMV Record Stores during Janvary’99. ne . 


HMV wélcomes the American Express Card, Cannot be combined with any other sale or offer. Subject to special conditions, ae si : = = G1 @) = 4 2) 


see voucher for details. a i SB | FR [— 
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Gifts with soul. 


Gifts that 
Pock ‘N roll 
All these gifts 
are NOW 

On Sale. 





Elementree Records 





ORGY 
Candyass 





DGC/Geffen 


Virgin 


Restless 








Various Artists 
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SNOLIVLAW A393 


BECK 
Mutations 


ECONOLINE CRUSH 
The Devil You Know 


reviously best known as the 
leader of House Of Pain, rap 


\ artist Everlast has stepped out 


on his own. Experimenting 
and drawing from a variety 

of influences, he’s created 
introspective lyrics, soulful 
guitar playing and, of 
course, state-of-the-art hip 
hop beats. “What i’m trying 

to do is ‘if Neil Young or 
Willie Nelson was a b-boy,’” 
Everlast said of his new album. 


Columbia 


Capitol 





Warner Bros. 


CHER 
Believe 

















EVERCLEAR 
So Much For The Afterglow 


HOPE FLOATS 
Soundtrack 


ANDREA MARTIN 
The Best Of Me 





ALAST 
Te Ford Sings The Blues 


monica.’ 
mancin 


PBS/WB 





MONICA MANCINI 


Rawkus 


PG & eee 8s 


MOS DEF & TALIB KWELI 
Black Star 








Sony Wonder/Columbia 





TONY BENNETT 
The Playground 


Angel 





Soundtrack 


BMG Classics 





LIVING OUT LOUD 
Soundtrack 


GREATEST mITS 
VOLUME Z - THE DREAM SEASON 


’ NEW YORK YANKEES 
Greatest Hits, Vol. 2: 
The Dream Season 





Atlantic 
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~ JANET JACKSON 
The Velvet Rope 


Righteous Babe 






ANI DIFRANCO 7 THE SMASHING PUMPKINS 
Little Plastic Castle Adore 






















” HOLE " ‘THE PERFECT BEATS, VOL. 1 
Celebrity Skin Various Artists 


Work 
Virgin 
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SEMISONIC PLACEBO 


EAGLE-EYE CHERRY 
Desireless Feeling Strangely Fine Without You I’m Nothing 


wos 


Hagel-eleven 
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SWING THIS BABY FINGER ELEVEN 
Various Artists Tip 


London 
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PAVAROTTI & FRIENDS 
For The Children Of Liberia 
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Blackbird 





THE SAW DOCTORS EVERYTHING 
Songs From Sun Street Supernatural 







j ifi ' tline. 
Gift Certificate | www.requestline.com 


if you have relatives and 

friends that you like, give them 

a Sam Goody/Musicland gift 
certificate. They'll think, “what 

a swell gift, | can pick out my 

own music.” And they can use it 
TOMMY BOY all over the States because we 
GREATEST BEATS, VOL. 1 have stores everywhere. 
Various Artists 





Tommy Boy 
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FOR A LOCATION NEAR YOU, CALL TOLL-FREE 1-888-606-3342. 


39-1935-128 
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SOMATIC 
$12.88 CD 





$11.88 
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CITY OF THE 
FUTURE 
$11. 
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$11.88 










OM LOUNGE 
$12.88 CD 





$12.88 





BABY RAY 
$10.88 CD $11.88 





| NORWOOD 

| PEABODY 
SAUGUS 
SHREWSBURY 
WOBURN 


| AMHERST GOVERNMENT CTR 

| BACK BAY BOSTON | HARVARD SQUARE 
BELLINGHAM HYANNIS 

| BRAINTREE NATICK 
BURLINGTON NEWTON 


DR. ISRA 










BROOKLYN BEAT 
ROCKERS 


CD 
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SOUNDS OF OM 


CD 





HEFNER 


CD 
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PORTLAND,ME 
MANCHESTER, NH 
NASHUA. NH 
SALEM, NH 
WARWICK, RI 


BUY YOUR GIFT CERTIFICATES FROM HOME AT www.newbury.com 








Mama Maria 


The Callas difference 
BY LLOYD SCHWARTZ Maybe you've seen the 


commercial for Apple. “Think different” the slogan reads, 
and flashing across the screen are images of Einstein, 











TRUTH IN ADVERTISING: “Callas is Carmen,” the ads read when she recorded 
Bizet’s opera, and for once the ads were true. 


Gandhi, Martin Luther King, Picasso — 
and Maria Callas! Driving down the 
expressway, you can see a “Think 
different” billboard with Callas on it all by 
herself. Think different! She certainly did. 








excitement (and it was certainly cxciting) 
but of profound human pathos. It’s that 
astonishing flexibility, and her refusal to sing 
anything less than all out, even in rchcarsal, 
that may have caused her voice to wear out 


And those differences made her the in little more than a decade. Still, she con- 
greatest — and inevitably the most tinued to record. And then, even with her 
controversial — opera singer of the voice fraying, she learned to makc her prob- 
century. This year marked the 20th lems part of the drama, to add even greater 


anniversary of her death, but she’s never 
been more popular. Live performances, 
home videos, and even a CD-ROM of her 
Tosca have been released. And EMI has 
been rcissuing all her complete operas and 
vocal recital albums, including live 
performances (most recently Gluck’s rare 
Iphigénie in Tauride, in Italian). 

One of the controversies was over her 
voice, which was not conventionally beau- 
tiful and not particularly large. But it had 
color — a different color and character for 
each part she played. Dark and ferocious 
for Turandot or Lady Macbeth, light and 
lambent for the witty comic heroines of 
Rossini, frail and pathetic for Violetta or 
Mimi. Ferocious and pathetic for Medea or 


Callas also changed the 20th-century per- 
ception of a lost style of 19th-century opera 
— bel canto — by demonstrating that all 
those frilly wordless vocal ornamentations 
were part of the drama. Lucia’s coloratura 
trills and roulades became, with Callas, the 
most poignant cxpression of Lucia’s mad- 
ness — a source not just of visccral vocal 


| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 


subtlety to her phrasing and depth to her 
charactcrizations. 

No operatic career has been more fully 
documented on disc. There’s now a four- 
CD sct called Callas: The Voice/The Story 
(HighBridge) that includes interviews with 
Callas and other musicians, and substantial 
excerpts from live performances. There's 
little of Callas on film. One treasure that 
has just been added to her videography is 
the aria “Vissi d’arte” from Tosca that she 
did on the Ed Sullivan show. On a video 
called Great Moments in Opera (Sofa 
Entertainment), it’s the only extant film 
record of Callas at the very height of her 
power. She’s shattering. 

The most important news, however, is 


quarrels with her mother, how she Ieft her 
husband for Aristotle Onassis, how Onassis 
dumped her for Jackie Kennedy. Trash. 
What’s important is that she was a great 
artist, a creative genius, the Einstcin, the 
Picasso of opera. But if the trash lures a 
new public to recognize that genius, then 
bravo to the trash. at 





sail he . RECdEP Roy” | VV; \ Norma. At the beginning of her career, the EMI reissues, though the sound quality : 
2 Callas astonished the opera world by and cditing arc controversial. But her § 
50 TONS OF KOOL G RAP singing Wagner’s heroic Briinnhilde and recital albums arc now organizcd as they § 
BLACK TERROR the brilliant vocal filigree of Bellini in the were on their original LPs. They're short § 
$ 1 2.88 cD same weck. And within cach role, no one discs, but at bargain prices, and it’s reveal- 

| 1 88 CD was cvcr more expressive in coloring the ing to hear cach album as the unificd state- 

$ s words. Her recitatives are at least as inter- ment it was first intended to be. 

esting as the arias. She seemed to live her Perhaps Callas’s continuing popularity 

roles, speak them, while she was singing. results from the non-musical side of her 
Yet no singer ever hewed more closely to a life: the drama of the artist with convictions | 
(( . d | ‘ / }) score. “Callas is Carmen,” the ads read confronting the arbitrary authority of opera s 
ne Ww | as ( jo 0 MT | when she recorded Bizct’s opera, and for managers, and the juicy gossip of her law- : 
* * ale cube iene | once the ads were true. suits, her weight loss, her feuds, her public ; 
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Boston s grandest social event for young professionals 
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Thursday i aaa we ch ES 
9:00 pm 1998 until 2:00 am 1999 
Carousel Ballroom 
World Trade Center 


Live Music Performed by Soul City 
and The Black Tie Affair Orchestra 


also, dance music by DJ Wes Jr., gourmet pasta and 
carving stations, balloon drop, party favors, free shuttle service 


















A portion of the proceeds will be donated to Boston Cares 
Black Tie Optional 


For more info call: 617-425-VOICE 


TRAY ASTER, 
617/908) 931-2000 
cI OMLINE: lerep: (hewn. richrmanere com 


http://boston.sidewalk.com/backinblack 
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»» new releases. 
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CO) BURTBACHARACHONEAMAZINGNIGHT + VarinsArtits 13.99¢D © icon (98) one hd 
" y VHS 
©) BARENAKED LADIES + Stunt 12.99 cD . one on nt sane 
© MARIAH CAREY « #15 13.99CD ©  HOPEFLOATS 13.99 vis 
O CREED « My Own Prison 12.99 cD ©) LA. CONFIDENTIAL 14.99 VHS 
© SHERYL CROW « The Globe Sessions 13.99 cD — ee — vis 
~ ; ©) MYSO CALLED LIFE- M¢ncmneom. Q.99e4 VHS 
O THE G00 GOO DOLLS ¢ DizzyUp The Girl  12.99CD ©) seawna (6-3) 880s 
O LAURYN HILL * The Miseducation Of Lauryn Hill 13.99 CD QC TITANIC (‘97) 19.99 vHs 
OC) HOLE « Celebrity Skin 12.99 cD 
“) WHITNEY HOUSTON * My Love ls Your Love 13.99 CD 
©) METALLICA * Garage Inc. 17.99 cD 
© _NOWCOMPILATION « 17 Top Hits- Various Artists 13.99 CD QO BIGLEBOWSK! 24.99 pvp 
© "NSYNC « *NSync 13.99¢D © DANCESWITHWOLVES — 24.99 pvp 
) PEARL JAM © Live On Two Legs 13.99 cD : FACE OFF _— bvD 
FEAR & LOATHING IN LAS VEGAS21.99 DvD 
.E.M.* 12.99 cD 
O Seen © HORSE WHISPERER 24.99 Dv 
THE SMASHING PUMPKINS * Adore 13.99¢D ©) FIRSTBLOOD/ RAMBO 2&319.99«a, pv 
© 2PAC* Greatest Hits 19.992cD © SUICIDEKINGS 24.99 pvp 
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ADDICTED TO LOVE 

AN ALL DOGS CHRISTMAS CAROL 
BABES IN TOYLAND (ANIMATED) 
BUFFY THE VAMPIRE SLAYER 1-3 9.99EA 


AEROSMITH « Pump 
ANIMAL HOUSE: 20°" ANNIVERSARY « Sdtk 
LOUIS ARMSTRONG © Priceless Jazz 


DC 


IOC 


0000 


\) BEASTIE BOYS « Paul's Boutique 
© THE BIG CHILL: 15" ANNIVERSARY * Sdtk © ¢.BEAR& JAMAL 
© BJORK « Telegram © CHITTY CHITTY BANG BANG 
©) DAVE BRUBECK « Time Out © CHORUS LINE . 
MILES DAVIS » Kind Of Blue ©) DAZED & CONFUSED 
DURAN DURAN »° Decade: Greatest Hits ©) DIRTY DANCING 
i EARTH, WIND & FIRE « Best Of, Vol.1 O DISCLOSURE 6.99 VHS 
ELLA FITZGERALD + Best Of The Song Books © GRUMPY OLD MEN 
FOOTLOOSE + Sdtk © HAPPY GILMORE 
GREEN DAY * Dookie © iN&ouT 


(2 JACKAL p/s 
KILLERPRIEST 6,99 VHS 
KISS THE GIRLS 

MORTAL KOMBAT 
PEACEMAKER p/s 
PLANET OF THE APES p/s 
ROCKY HORROR PICTURE SHOW 
SCREAM p/s 
SOMMERSBY 6.99 VHS 
WU TANG CLAN 6.99 VHS 
X GAMES 1998 
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Jon Spencer and Horton Heat 
BY CARLY CARIOQLI Jon Spencer — born and raised in 


New Hampshire, shopped for new-wave records at the 
original Newbury Comics — wanted to talk about the 


blues. “I wanna talk about the bluuuues!” 
he shouted. “The blues is number one. The 
blues is number one! Lemme tell ya — | 
don’t play no blues. I said, | — I don’t play 
no blues. I play rock and roll!” And so he 
did. On a Tuesday night at Avalon, there 
was no blues but plenty of Blues 
Explosion, and as demonstrated by “Talk 
About the Blues” from ACME 


(Matador), their latest — the version of 


rock and roll that spins through Spencer’s 
mind’s eye is all shook up. 

Since his days in Pussy Galore, 
Spencer’s been mucking about with the 
idea of incorporating hip-hop’s innovations 
— breakbeats, non-linear editing tech- 
niques, samples — into gutter-garage 
punk, with results that have often been 
more interesting aesthetically than they 
were danceable (which is why Beck and the 
Beasties play arenas, whereas Spencer just 
works the big clubs). The version of “Talk 
About the Blues” on Acme is such an 
experiment in weirdness, remixed with 
scratching and samples by Dan “The 
Automator” Nakamura. But in concert, it 
detonated with a rhythmic fury that 
approached the bombast of the best hip- 
hop: Russell Simmons providing a back- 
beat boom that you could feel in your 
chest; Judah Bauer mimicking the stutter- 
ing of DJ scratch on muted guitar strings; 


and Spencer, clad in a silver version of 


Elvis’s 68 Comeback suit, stalking the 
stage like an MC before resting on bended 
knee like a sorcerer (or the King in mid 
karate chop) to coax a Public Enemy—like 
siren wail out of a theremin. 

It was the triumphant culmination of a 
concert that, up to that point, had been a 
primer in old-fashioned rock and soul 
showmanship. Relying mostly on their pre- 
vious two albums (and omitting their most 
successful single, “Bellbottoms,” which 
wasn’t missed), Spencer’s oeuvre was 
equal parts Prince, Sam Cook, and Mick 
Jagger — sounding like a portable Rolling 
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— collapses. 


THE HEAT BEAT: you have to wonder how long riffs 
as old as Sun are gonna hold up under the weight of 
speed-metal tempos before the market — or the drum- 
mer, or just the whole Reverend Horton Heat gimmick 


Stones on the country punk of “High 
Gear” but bleeding into soul on “Magical 
Colors,” which included lengthy soul testi- 
mony from Spencer to his wife, Boss Hog 
alumna Christina Martinez, on the occa- 
sion of their 13th anniversary. 

The trio — Spencer and Bauer on gui- 
tars with just a couple of modest-sized 
amps, and Simmins beating a scaled-down 
trap kit — revisited the tension-and- 
release dynamics of indie rock as a kind of 
variation on the timeless call-and-response 
patterns of gospel, funk, hip-hop, and, yes, 
the blues. Spencer and Bauer spun Stax- 
Volt R&B arrangements into repetitive 
skeletal funk vamps reminiscent of “Brand 
New Bag”—era James Brown. And though 
Bauer’s harmonica cameo during the 
encore seemed to evoke some mythical 
East-Village-on-the- Mississippi, Spencer 
was as interested in name-checking 
Olympia — indie-punk center of the uni- 
verse — as Clarksdale. He did the former 
in introducing “Calvin,” a “Funky 
Drummer” for the four-track generation in 
homage to Olympia producer/lo-fi auteur 
Calvin Johnson; the latter was invoked 
more simply when the band returned for a 
lengthy encore, which Spencer prefaced 
with R.L. Burnside’s signature utterance: 
“Well, well, well.” 

All shook up the following night at the 
Roxy was Texan Jim Heath (better known 
by his ecclesiastical moniker, the Reverend 
Horton Heat), whose services at the altar of 
neo-psychobilly haven’t changed drastically 
since he set to preaching up a storm on Sub 
Pop at the dawn of the decade. A martini 
here and an Ennio Morricone lick there 
have kept him on the dance card of retro- 
revivalists through several changes in dance 
instructors, though when the Reverend frets 
jazz chords and swings, it’s still a lot closer 
to Bob Willis than Louis Armstrong. The 
Heated mix of sped-up stand-up bass and 
distorto-reverb is more conducive to heavy 
drinking than light sipping — and in the 
spirit of full disclosure, this 
reviewer must admit he 
wound up completely 
tanked, which after all is the 
best way to enjoy all things 
even remotely rockabilly in 
nature. 

The Reverend’s band 
dipped liberally into their 
early albums, including such 
rude, liquored-up favorites 
as the _ self-explanatory 
“Wiggle Stick” and “Do It” 
— the one where he asks 
his girlfriend to masturbate 
for him. As the gig was far 
from sold out, one might've 
wondered whether the 
Reverend is lucky Brian 
Setzer gave up rockabilly or 
screwed because the old 
Stray Cat’s doing so well 
with the big-band thing. 
And you have to wonder 
how long riffs as old as Sun 
are gonna hold up under the 
weight of speed-metal tem- 
pos before the market — or 
the drummer, or just the 
whole gimmick — collaps- 
es. Not that the Reverend is 
naive about the dangers of 
devilish merriment running 
its course. Sonny Burgess’s 
band used to die their hair 
flame-red, he pointed out. 
“It was a far cry from 
Marilyn Manson,” the 
Reverend admitted. “But it 
was the 50s, dammit!” 
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Just 9.99 each But they won’t know it was only 


U2 / War 

Shania Twain / Shania Twain 

Van Morrison / Tupelo Honey 

Elton John / Greatest Hits, Vol. 1 

Barry White / Greatest Hits, Vol. 1 

The Big Chill / 15th Anniversary Soundtrack (remastered) 
The Righteous Brothers / Very Best Of 

Diana Ross / All The Greatest Hits 

Bob Marley / Exodus 


The Bee Gees / Best Of, Vol. 1 


Ella Fitzgerald / Best Of The Songbooks 
John Cougar Mellencamp / American Fool 
Bachman-Turner Overdrive / Best Of 
Peter Frampton / Very Best Of 


The Moody Blues / Best Of 

Beastie Boys / Licensed To Ill 

Eric Clapton / Time Pieces: The Best Of 
Johnny Cash / Classic Cash 

Village People / The Best Of 

Abba / The Collection 













Can’t decide? Give a gift certificate and your family and friends can choose their own music from our huge selection of titles. 


Call 1-888-606-3342 for a location near you. Sale ends January 3, 1999. 
Look for the Sound Saver display in store. 
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The definitive collection of the “death clues” 
surrounding the “Paul is dead” hoax, 1 tas 
in time to mark the 30* anniversary ° 

The White Album. 








Based on hundreds of = of interviews, 
with complete access to McCartney’s own 
archives, this is the story of life as a Beatle 


in his own words. 
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The sex 
machine 


George Michael's Starr report 
BY CHARLES TAYLOR As a piece of pop impudence, 


the video for George Michael’s latest single, “Outside,” 
beats anything in Velvet Goldmine cold. The song is his 


response to being arrested by the LAPD 
earlier this year for solicitation in a public 
bathroom. Michacl’s coming-out song, 
“Outside,” which can be found on the new 
two-disc stocking stuffer Ladies & 
Gentlemen: The Best of George Michael 
(Epic), is a great dance track. The sound of 
the number swirls around his playful vocal 
like the gay rumors that have swirled 
around his public persona for years. He's 
not just owning up here, he’s flaunting his 
sexuality. “When you shake your ass/Thcy 
notice fast,” he once sang, and “Outside” 
operates on the same principle as his “I 
Want Your Sex” once did. Let’s get 
everybody shaking his/her ass, Michael is 
saying, right under the noses of the people 
who'll be most upsct by it. This is the real 
legacy of the yippies’ call for “fucking in 
the strects” — and, thank goodness, it’s 
much more elegant. 

In| Vaughn Arnell’s video for 
“Outside,” scenes of couples — gay 
and straight, rich and poor — making 
public love in LA alternate with a dance 
fantasy in which a public bathroom is 
transformed into some after-hours 
disco. Mirrored balls drop out of the 
light fixtures, the porcelain urinals are 
replaced by sparkly silver models, and 
into the scene struts Michael himself, 
sporting an outfit that might be 
described as Adam 12 rcimagined by 
Tom of Finland — mirrored glasses, 
knee-high Icather boots, and a shiny 
nightstick that’s ready for action. It 
doesn’t much matter that the two 
prominent dancers arc busty redheads 
— this is the quecr Busby Berkcley pro- 
duction number that the disco era never 
delivered. 

Michacl’s attitude toward the pcople 
who expect him to be upset or chas- 
tened by the public revelation of his 
gayncss is comparable to the famous 
New York Post headline: “Madonna on 
Nude Pix: So What!” And if “Outside” 
were no morc than a fuck-you to the LA 
cops who apparently have nothing bet- 


thing else on MTV. But seen amid the other 
hot new clips or as a break from the 
impeachment hearings, it doesn’t fade 
from memory to make way for the next 
video or ad or Real World episode, as most 
MTV fare is designed to do. It’s a pop 
image of what’s happening in Washington, 
a vision of private behavior surreptitiously 
monitored and thus opened to public 
scrutiny. And its impact is, finally, insepa- 
rable from Michael’s absolute refusal to 
pull a Hugh Grant and beg the public's for- 
giveness for trying to pick up a guy in a 
public toilet. You could sce that refusal 
during his MTV appcarance to promote 
the video and the new album. It was utter- 
ly different from what we’re uscd to from 
celebritics caught in compromising situa- 
tions, just as Bill Clinton’s appearance 
before the country following his grand jury 


ter to do than hang around public DIRTY DANCER: let's get every 
restrooms, it would be a nifty bit of shaking his/her ass, Michael is saying. 


naughtiness. 

But Michael’s refusal to apologize 
links up with something clse in Arncll’s 
video that suggests the current climate of 
the country better than anything else on the 
pop scene right now. The vidco’s acrial 
shots of couples making love — in the 
backs of flatbed trucks and on rooftop 
landing pads and swimming pools, in toilct 
stalls and glass elevators — refuse to 
remain fixed. Starting off in sun-drenched 
glossy magazine color, they shift abruptly 
to grainy, surveillance-video black-and- 
white. Time and again, the shots begin by 
encouraging a voycurism so pervasive you 
wouldn't think of it as such, any more than 
you would when you're flipping through 
Vogue or GQ or flipping to Baywatch. And 
just when you settle into that voyeurism, 
you're reminded that someone clse is 
watching. What you're sccing, in Arncll’s 
video, is an erosion of even the notion of 
private space. After a while the cffect is 
anti-crotic. Every time you sce sex begin to 
happen, you know it’s being watched — by 
the security cams that monitor public 
spaces, by hovering helicopters that fly 
through the background of shots and 
you know the cops will swoop in. 

Arncll’s vidco is just as glossy as any- 


testimony (“Even presidents have private 
lives”) was startling — and bracing — for 
its refusal to grovel, its rejection of the idea 
that the public is owed an apology for 
something that’s none of its business. 

“Outside” doesn’t have the depth to 
address the magnitude of the threat posed 
by Ken Starr and the Republicans on the 
House Judiciary Committee. It’s a clever, 
opportunistic move by Michacl and Arncll 
to capitalize on a gossipy bit of news and 
create publicity for an expensive new great- 
est-hits package. What makcs it a real 
rock-and-roll act is that it also doesn’t give 
a fuck what anyone thinks about it. 
Michael is convinced that the people who 
busted him are anti-sex tyrants and that the 
best weapon against them is to rub their 
noses in what clearly makes them freak out 
— just as a kid learns the best way to 
annoy parents is to turn up the volume. 
The message of the “Outside” video could 
be taken from the Bikini Kill song “New 
Radio,” where Kathleen Hanna shrickcd, 
“Let’s wipe our cum on my parents’ bed.” 
Having been caught  sticky-fingered, 
Michael isn’t interested in being anyonc’s 
damn father figure. 
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throwdown 


The Bosstones rock the Middle East 
BY BRETT MILANO If there’s one thing you don’t often 


see at the Middle East, it’s parents out for a Sunday 
afternoon with their kids. But when the Mighty Mighty 


Bosstones wrapped up last week’s 
“Hometown Throwdown” with an 
all-ages show, that didn’t just mean 
the place was going to be overrun 
with 16-year-old punks. Nope, this 
was with 
attendees ranging from pre-teens to 
post-40s; and it was one of the more 
wholesome crowds to turn up at the 
Middle East in some time. Neither 
booze nor smoking was allowed in 
the club, and I'd wager that a few of 
the patrons were at their very first 


a real all-ages show 


rock show 

The Bosstones’ sect opened with 
warning against 
moshing and stage-diving, but they 
didn’t have to worry: the kids up 
front interested in 
getting a friendly handshake from 
singer Dicky Barrett, and the band 
were welcomed like the home-town 
heroes they are. In fact, you could- 
n't ask for a better sct of role mod- 
els than these guys. They've made 
it big but they stay true to their 
home town (the annual 
Throwdown and this year’s spinoff 
live album have likely done won- 
ders for the Middle East’s profile). 
They respect their elders (vintage 


the customary 


seemed more 


HOME-TOWN HEROES: you 
a better set of role models than the Bosstones. 
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couldn't ask for 





Boston punk tracks, including an — 
SSD Christmas tunc, were blasted 

before their set); they do right by their 
friends (as usual, opening slots went to a 
handpicked batch of regional punk/ska 
bands, on Sunday Boston venerables the 
Ducky Boys and the Connecticut party-ska 
band Spring Heel Jack). They even brought 
the members of a Bosstones-sponsored Little 
League team out to take a bow. 

Truc, the band weren't overly respectable: 
when “motherfucker” turned up in a song 
lyric, Barrett belted it right out. But with 
some of the proceeds going to underprivi- 
leged kids, the Bosstones came off as world- 
ly but responsible big-brother types. 

They could also teach the kids a thing or 
two about a strong work ethic. It was the 
Bosstones’ fifth show in as many days, and 
they played at full throttle despite some signs 
of battle fatigue. Barrett had managed to 
blow his voice out over the course of the 
weck — “I need a lozenge the size of my 
head,” he announced before risking further 
damage by tackling the scream-infested 
“Devil’s Night Out.” 

With two dozen songs crammed into a 
tight hour, the show stayed surprisingly close 
to the set list on Live at the Middle East 
(Mercury) but favored album tracks over the 
hit singles — “Cowboy Coffec” was done as 
an audience request, just as it is on the disc. 
The early hits “Where’d You Go” and 
“Someday | Suppose” were omitted; the big 
hit “The Impression That | Get” was donc, 
but without undue fanfare. With the shout- 





along choruses of “1-2-8” and “Hope | 
Never Lose My Wallet” coming in right on 
cue, the audience seemed nearly as well 
rchcarsed as the band. 

And the band were well rehearsed indeed. 
Their hairpin turns from dub reggae to hard- 
core thrash are a full-fledged trademark by 
now. The recent departure of sax player 
Kevin Lenear (he’s yet to be replaced) puts 





Icss emphasis on the horns and gives Nate 
Albert more room for big guitar leads. Shods 
guitarist Dave Aaronoff sat in on keyboards 
and the Hammond organ (or a facsimile 
thereof) to help flesh out the ensemble 





sound. And non-musician Ben Carr contin- 
ucs to make the most of his unique position 
in the band, coming across as a walking (and 
dancing, and cheerleading, and backward- 
duckwalking) cmbodiment of all things 
Bosstone. Perhaps the most surprising move 
was their use of the Temptations’ “Ball of 


‘onfusion” — easily the most ominous, 
Confusion ly the most omino 
politically charged song ever to come out of 
own — as entrance music. Whether this 
Motown as entrance music. Whether th 


signals a more topical turn in the next 
Bosstones album remains to be scen. 

For the time being, good spirits rule. After 
another round of thanks to virtually every- 
body, the Throwdown closed out with a pure 
hardcore number — a cover of the Angry 
Samoans’ “Lights Out” (also on the live 
album). If you were old cnough to remem- 
ber, you could hear that song as a flashback 
to the less-civilized all-ages shows you saw at 
the Channel 15 years ago, shows you would- 
n't have dared bring your parents to. When 
the Bosstones, played it Sunday, you got to 
sce two generations pogoing together. 


LARS VEGAS. It just wouldn't be 
Christmas if somebody didn’t write a really 
weird song about the holidays. Local 
swingers Lars Vegas fill that bill with “Ficus” 
(off their just-released Smoking, on Akers). 
Although it doesn’t mention drinking and 
barcly mentions Christmas, the song tells you 
all you’d want to know about falling over 
crocked at a holiday soiree: while the band 
churn away at some finger-snapping jazz riff, 
singer Tom Stenquist collapses in front of the 
tree, muttering to himself about fruit flies, 
crazy drummers, and obscure James Brown 
songs. One assumes he woke up next morn- 
ing with a heck of an egg-nog hangover. 
Despite their name and the spiffy suits 
they wear on stage, Lars Vegas arecn’t the 
usual bunch of retro-swingers. If you wish all 
those zoot-suit-wearing, Mancini-reviving 
cocktail outfits were a little less trendy and a 
little more depressed, this just might be your 
dream band. Smoking jumps with snappy 
horn charts, secret-agent kitsch, and a touch 
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of Martin Denny/Combustible 
Edison vibraphone exotica. But 
Stenquist’s words wreak havoc on 
the good spirits of the music. Give 
him a jolly klezmer tune and he'll 
sing about his grandfather’s funer- 
al. Give him a funky bass lick and 


he'll uncarth childhood traumas of 


trying to swallow liver. It’s hip 
swing music set to the least hip and 
swinging topics imaginable. 

“You've got to make light of the 
depressing things, that’s the only 
way to survive,” Stenquist offers. 
“Or else you wind up with ulcers 
and cancer and stuff. | tend to 
write more about the mundane 
things, because that’s what speaks 
specifically to our lives and about 
the world. We've got one funny 
song, the ‘Sy Sperling’ one, but 
that gets old — just like telling the 
same fucking joke. For me the cre- 
ative process is really elusive. | just 
have to scribble things down when 
they come into my head. Like, 
‘IlIness’ came out of being sick as 
an adult, and it brought me back to 
being sick as a child — that just 
seemed natural to write about.” 
Stenquist reveals that the latter 
song's punch line had to be whis- 
pered because the label owner did- 
n't want the word “boner” on the 
album. He promiscs to shout it 
eally loud when he next perform: 
it live. 

If the music gives a boost to the 
lyrics, it also points to a mixed 
biessing that’s less glaring live. Lar: 
Vegas can sound a lot like 
Morphine, and not just becaus« 
Dana Colley plays baritone sax in 
both bands (Phoenix cartoonist 
Scott Getchell is also in LV’s horn 
section). Although Stenquist surcly 
isn't trying to ape Mark Sandman’s 
hip swagger, the resemblance can 
be hard ‘to miss. “Personally | think 
they're great guys and they deserve 
all the success they've had,” he 
says. “But then there’s always this 
thing called envy and jealousy, and 
that’s the beginning of all great- 
ness. | think | heard that on TV 
once.” 

In fact Lars Vegas formed 
around the same time Morphine 
did — in 1989. Stenquist was 
working in a rock club in Portland, 
Maine, and his primary influences 
were Nirvana and the 
Replacements. He was influenced 
to sound nothing like them. 
“Nothing against that rock thing, 
but | was overdone on bands that 
were trying to sound like other 
bands. | wanted to do something 
less in-your-face, where the music 
would be more interesting.” 

Despite the band’s name, he 
doesn’t have a Combustible 
Edison-style fascination with 
Vegas. “Once | submitted some 
poetry to a bad newspaper, and 
Lars Vegas was just the pen name | 
used. I’ve never been to Vegas 
except for once when I hitchhiked 
across the country, | spent the 
night in a park bench at the airport 
because | was too young to get into 
the airport.” And probably went 
home and wrote a song about it. 


DASH GETS NAKED. Our hats 
are off to New Orleans hellraisers 
Dash Rip Rock, who last Friday 
night at T.T. the Bear’s provided 
one of the more memorable on- 
stage displays we've seen in some 
time. It’s one thing to have your 
drummer strip naked and stick a 
beer bottle between his legs. It’s 
onc thing to cover “Ice Ice Baby.” 
And it’s one thing to pass a bottle 
of Jack Daniel’s around the audi- 
ence. But damned if Dash didn’t do 
all of the above at the same time. 
They followed this feat with a note- 
perfect cover of the Upper Crust’s 
“Little Lord Fauntleroy,” with 
Crust drummer Jim Janota taking 
over the kit. 





CHANDLER-~ TRAVIS. Give 
Chandler: Travis 10 points for 
chutzpah. A few wecks back I said 








in these pages that his was “the 
best band I’ve ever seen with a 
transsexual drummer and a singer 
in pajamas.” He proceeded to 
splash that quote across his gig 
posters with the first six words in, 
shall we say, considerably larger 
type. So just to give him more grist 
I'll say that his new Ivan in Paris is 
the best album I've ever heard to 
include backward accordions, a 
Hoagy Carmichael cover, and a 
love song entitled “You Jerk.” 

A long-time mainstay of the 
Incredible Casuals (who were 
thrown into limbo when co-front- 
man Johnny Spampinato joined 
NRBQ), Chandler had as his calling 
cards. a solid sense of tunesmithery 
and a weird-ass sense of humor. But 





























































































the new disc comes out ahead by 
offering less shtick, Icss outright 
pop, and more reflection. It’s a semi- 
acoustic album that includes more 
love songs than anything clse he’s 
released. One of these, “Air Moving 


Backwards,” stands with the best of 


the Casuals tracks while sounding 
nothing like them it’s a heartfelt 
bit of country folk keyed to a man- 
dolin and an emotive chorus. Just to 
show that he hasn't gone entirely 
straight, Travis also includes a joky 
tune about bad haircuts and a few 
stylistic surprises (like the Sgt. 
Pepper—esque “Ball the Wall,” which 
includes the backwards accordions), 
plus a nod or two toward 


Casuals/NRBQ territory and a lot of 


rough charm in the vocals. He cele- 





brates the new disc tonight 
(Thursday) at Toad, and he promis- 
es to be the first this year to cover 
XTC’s “Thanks for Christmas.” 


COMING UP. Cellars faves the 
Ape Hangers are at the Middle East 
tonight (Thursday) with Wide Iris 
and Noisy LeGrand, blueswoman 
Vykki Vox is at Harpers Ferry, 
songwriter Karen Harris has a CD- 
release party at Mama Kin, and 
Steve Westfield, Charlie 
Chesterman, and Ray Mason are 
all at Johnny D's . Tomorrow 
(Friday), it’s the mighty Prisstcens 
at the Middle East with 8 Ball 
Shifter and Caged Heat, roots 
rock's venerable Silos at Mama 
Kin, Four Piece Suit and Scks 
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Bomba at T.T. the Bear's Place, and 
the Gravel Pit at the Lizard 
Lounge . . . The Noise has a holi- 
day cxtravaganza at T.T.’s on 
Saturday with the Red Telephone, 
Silver Star, Max, the Peer Group, 
Sugar Twins, and Tugboat Annic. 
Also on Saturday, Paul Rishell and 
Annie Raines are at the House of 
Blues, Neon Jesus headline a Toys 
for Tots benefit at the Linwood, 
and Francine headline a_ holiday 
party at Club Bohemia . . . The 
Wicked Farleys play the Middle 
East on Sunday . . . And in one of 
our favorite holiday traditions, 
Jumbo do their annual exccution of 
the Nutcracker at the Green Street 
Grill on Monday with Fuzzy and 
Cherry 2000. a 
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FRIDAY 

8:00 (4) Mickey’s Christmas Carol. A holiday car- 
toon anthology. Among the shorts are M. Mouse's 
1983 stint as Bob Cratchit, plus one starring D. Duck 
and another headlined by Pluto. (Until 9 p.m.) 

8:00 (7) Stars on Ice. The usuals — Lipinski, 
Hamilton, Kulik — skating for the greater glory of the 
Discover Card at Lake Placid. (Until 10 p.m.) 

9:00 (2) Cincinnati Pops Holiday with Erich Kunzel 
and Mel Tormé. Everything you need to know you 
learned from the title. To be repeated on Saturday at 
midnight. (Until 10 p.m.) 

10:00 (2) The New World Symphony: Beethoven 
Alive. Okay, Ludwig didn't write the New World 
Symphony, so we're already confused. Apparently the 
New World Symphony is the name of a band, con- 
ducted here by Michael Tilson Thomas through parts 
of Beethoven's Symphonies Nos. 5, 6, and 7. 
Repeated at 2 a.m. (Until 11 p.m.) 

10:00 (7) Christmas in Washington. We figure Bill's 
getting coal in his stocking this year. The National 
Symphony at least adds some glad tidings. Guests 
include Aretha Franklin and Audra McDonald. The 
finale is offered by President Bill — a holiday message 
to the nation, which we assume is not intended to mis- 
lead the public. (Until 11 p.m.) 


SATURDAY 

12:30 (4) Football. The New York Jets versus the 
Buffalo Fluties. 

4:00 (5) One Christmas (movie). An adaptation of a 
Truman Capote story about a young man dispatched 
to visit his estranged dad in New Orleans in 1930 
Starring Katharine Hepburn, Henry Winkler, Swoosie 
Kurtz, and Julie Harris. (Until 6 p.m.) 

4:00 (25) Football. The Tampa Bay Buccaneers ver- 
sus the Washington Redskins. 

8:00 (7) It’s a Wonderful Life (movie). Now that 
they've stopped showing this 1946 Frank Capra 
warhorse every hour on the hour, it is possible to step 
back and notice what a tight (if blatantly manipulative), 
well-meant film this is. Here we have the original 
black-and-white director's cut. Starring Jimmy Stewart, 
Donna Reed, and Lionel Barrymore. (Until 11 p.m.) 
8:00 (44) Masterpiece Theatre: The Politician’s Wife. 
Sort of an uncanny parallel to current affairs, with 
Minnie Driver playing Monica Lewinsky to Tory minis- 
ter Trevor Eve. Juliet Stevenson plays Hillary. Made 
long before we knew more than we wanted to about 
our president's personal life. (Until 11 p.m.) 

10:10 (2) Broadway Melody of 1936 (movie). A 1935 
revue (can't explain title) featuring Robert Taylor, Jack 
Benny, Eleanor Powell, and Buddy Ebsen. Musical 
highlights include “You Are My Lucky Star” and “I've 
Got a Feelin’ You're Foolin’ ” To be repeated on 
Sunday at 2:55 p.m. (Until midnight.) 

11:00 (44) Cinema Europe: The Other Hollywood: 
Where It All Began. The first of six shows covering the 
development of European filmmaking from 1900 to 
World War II. This show looks at the Lumiére Brothers, 
early moviemakers who started France on the road to 
cinematic dominance. Narrated by Kenneth Branagh. 
(Until midnight.) 

Midnight (44) Sessions @ West 54th. Featuring 
music from Lyle Lovett. (Until 1 a.m.) 

2:35 a.m. (5) A Holiday To Remember (movie). It's a 
trailer-trash Christmas with Connie Sellecca and 
Randy Travis. She’s a divorced mom who moves back 
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to the down-homestead to escape LA; he’s the next- 
door neighbor whom she left at the altar back in the 
day. And there’s somebody living in the cellar. Sounds 
like a Robert Earl Keene song. (Until 4:35 a.m.) 


SUNDAY 


1:00 (25) Football. The Drew-less Pats versus the 
San Francisco 49ers. 

4:00 (4) Football. The Oakland Raiders versus the 
San Diego Chargers. 

8:00 (7) Sense and Sensibility (movie). We get it; the 
networks are going to turn these Jane Austen things 
into holiday charmers. The six-Oscar-nominated adap- 
tation starring Emma Thompson, Kate Winslet, and 
Hugh Grant. (Until 11 p.m.) 

8:00 (44) Frontline: From Jesus to Christ: The First 
Christians, parts one and two. Repeated from last 
week. Some revealing and 
revisionist stuff about early 
Christianity, starting off with a 
new Jesus bio and an analy- 
sis of how his followers mold- 
ed his teachings. Parts three 
and four show up on Tuesday 
at 9 p.m. on Channel 2. (Until 
10 p.m.) 

9:00 (2) Masterpiece 
Theatre: Signs & Wonders, 
part one. A repeat MT presen- 
tation starring Prunella Scales 
and ‘David Warner as the par- 
ents of a girl who runs off and 
joins some __ loony-tunes 
California cult. James Earl 
Jones plays the deprogram- 
mer sent to bring her home. Repeated at 1 and 4 a.m. 
(Until 10:30 p.m.) 

9:00 (4) Borrowed Hearts: A Holiday Romance 
(movie). Wealthy bachelor Eric McCormack needs to 
impress potential business partner Hector Elizondo, 
so he hires single mom Roma Downey and her daugh- 
ter to pose as his family. After that, we assume he gets 
touched by an angel. Happens all the time. (Until 11 
p.m.) 

10:00 (44) Echoes from the Ancients. Anne 
Bancroft (of all people) narrates this documentary on 
Israeli archaeologist Mordechai Aviam and the 
unearthing of Yodefat, a farming village that put 
together an army to clash with the Romans in the first 
century. (Until 11 p.m.) 

10:30 (2) Mystery: Poirot: Hercule Poirot's Christmas. 
Repeated from Thursday at 9 p.m. 


MONDAY 

8:00 (2) Christmas at St. Olaf. The 450 voices of the 
Minnesota college’s massed choir, backed by a 100- 
member orchestra, mix familiar Christmas tunes with 
Scandinavian holiday ditties. A show going by this title 
has been running every year on 'GBH since around 
the dawn of time, but this one’s tagged “new.” 
Repeated at 3 a.m: (Until 9 p.m.) 
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television 


8:00 (5) Football. The Denver Broncos versus the 
Miami Dolphins. 

9:00 (2) Jessye Norman: A Holiday Homecoming. 
Jessye’s from Augusta, Georgia, apparently. For this 
show, she heads back to that city’s First Baptist 
Church for an evening of traditional Christmas music. 
(Until 10:30 p.m.) 

10:30 (2) December’s Dilemma: The Creche, the 
Dreidie, and the Star. Boston College prof John 
Michalezyk (Stars and Shamrocks: Boston’s Jews and 
Irish) put together this provocative film about the war 
between Christian and Jews over cultural rights to the 
month of December. A truly touchy subject about 
which a lot could be said, and perhaps this is the 
issue's defining opportunity. But for our money, the 
best thing anyone could say on the subject is “Get a 
life!” The last thing we need is school kids being 
encouraged to compete over 
religion, and the relentless 
arguments about public holi- 
day displays are truly tedious. 
The civil-liberties/separation- 
of-church-and-state  argu- 
ments hold water, but the 
subtext that any of us has the 
right to be offended by the 
mere sight of another. reli- 
gion’s symbols is sickening. 
And frankly, there’s no con- 
vincing evidence that the 
legalities are at the heart of 
the controversy; we're betting 
this all has something to do 
with intolerance and hate. 
Connections in the Midwest 
tell us that lame-ass attempts to mollify complainers 
by renaming the Christmas/Chanukkah weeks 
“Sparkle Season” have been met with disgust by rea- 
sonable people and fanatics alike. So much for the 
Double Speak solution. It's your house; it’s your faith; 
put whatever you want on your lawn and shut up. (Until 
11 p.m.) 


TUESDAY 


2:00 (44) Masterpiece Theatre: Heavy Weather. A 
P.G. Wodehouse novel brought to the screen with 
Peter O'Toole playing an eccentric titled pig breeder 
whose peculiar life is disrupted by family squabbles. 
Pretty funny, even if O'Toole is usually more scary 
than funny. With Richard Briers, Roy Hudd, and Judy 
Parfitt. Repeated tonight at 9 p.m. (Until 3:30 p.m.) 

8:00 (2) Nova: Leopards of the Night. Another show 
about “leopard society” hosted by David Atten- 
borough. David's film crew set up spy cams in the 
Zambia's Luangua Valley and caught these feline 
nightstalkers in action — night and day. (Until 9 p.m.) 
8:30 (5) Healthbeat: Live Wired. Dr. Tim Johnson and 
Heather Kahn tackle Attention Deficit Disorder. 
Apparently in this blame-the-victim Age of Disorders, if 
somebody bores you, it’s your fault. Sure there are 
some people so hyper they need to be tied down, but 





Then she said, “Creative men excite me.” 


ga 





j a. ee 


E-Z Wider is available in 1%, 1%, Double Wide, Lights, and Ultra Lights 


ld her | was an artist, 


O 
5 


Impressionist, of course. 





rette c2O 3-4 Jon 9 


oy Wee wit nae 





mostly ADD is what schools dump on kids they don’t 
like — almost always boys. There's a big lobby shilling 
to promote this condition, though, so perhaps you'd 
better stop fidgeting in public. (Until 9 p.m.) 

9:00 (2) Frontline: From Jesus to Christ: The First 
Christians, parts three and four. The series ends with 
the history of the Gospels and a look at how 
Christianity grew up from a small Jewish sect into the 
official worship motif of the Roman Empire. Repeated 
at 1 and 4 a.m. (Until 11 p.m.) 

9:00 (4) I'll Be Home for Christmas (movie). Not the 
recent Jonathan Taylor Thomas vehicle but a 1997 
holiday TV-movie where doctor Robert Hays visits his 
doctoriess home town and hooks up with old high- 
school flame Ann Jillian. You can figure out the rest. 
(Until 11 p.m.) 

10:00 (5) Barbara Walters’s 10 Most Fascinating 
People of 1998. Can't think of one. (Until 11 p.m.) 


WEDNESDAY 


9:00 (2) A Christmas Gloria with the Mormon 
Tabernacle Choir and the Canadian Brass. The 
angelic Roma Downey hosts this combo performance. 
Repeated at 3 a.m. 

9:00 (4) The Christmas Box (movie). Warm and fuzzy 
stuff with Richard Thomas, Maureen O'Hara, and 
Annette O'Toole. Thomas and family are yuppie scum; 
they move in with the elderly O'Hara, who teaches 
them the TMOC (True Meaning of Christmas). (Until 
11 p.m.) 

10:00 (2) Atlanta Symphony: Christmas with 
Robert Shaw. Shaw leads the Atlanta Symphony 
Orchestra and Chorus, the Morehouse College Glee 
Club, and the Gwinnett Young Singers through all the 
holiday hits — secular and sacred. Repeated at 1 and 
4 a.m. (Until 11:30 p.m.) 


THURSDAY 

2:00 (44) Knife to the Heart: Against Nature. The 
second episode of this repeated four-part series on 
heart-disease breakthroughs looks at the history of 
transplant surgery — from 1950s kidney replacements 
to the present. Repeated tonight at 10 p.m. (Until 3 
p.m.) 

9:00 (2) Mystery: Cadfael: The Raven in the 
Foregate. Celebrate Christmas Even with Derek 
Jacobi in an old Brother C. drama — the one about the 
new parish priest who takes a hard line on unwed 
motherhood and ends up dead. Repeated at 1 and 4 
a.m. (Until 10:30 p.m.) 

9:00 (5) Holiday in Your Heart (movie). A BIFT- 
MOCTVM (based-in-fact True Meaning of Christmas 
TV-movie) in which LeAnn Rimes has to choose 
between playing a Grand Ole Opry show and watch- 
ing her grandmother die. We're not making this up. 
(Until 11 p.m.) 

11:35 (4) Christmas Eve Service. An ecumenical 
service from a North Carolina church. (Until 12:35 
a.m.) 

11:35 (7) Christmas Eve from St. Peter’s. Live (sort 
of) from Rome. (Until 1 a.m.) 

3:00 a.m. (2) Denyce Graves: A Cathedral 
Christmas. For those of you who are still up wrapping 
presents or drinking heavily because you've 
estranged your family and have to spend the holidays 
alone in a barely heated one-room apartment near the 
train tracks, we have mezzo-soprano Graves to cheer 
you up with songs of peace and brotherhood from 
Washington National Cathedral. (Until 4 a.m.) 
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To place a listing: bring it or send it to 
Listings, Boston Phoenix, 126 Brookline 
Ave., Boston 02215, at least eight days 
before the issue in which it would appear 
Listings can also be faxed to 859-8201. We 
can't take any listings over the phone. 
There is no charge, but your copy may be 
rewritten due to space limitations. Include 
the time of the event (or the hours that a 
gallery or museum is open to the public), 
date, place, a description of the event, how 
much it costs, and a phone number that 
can be published. Specify whether admis- 
sion is free; listings will not be published 
without price information. If the information 
is for an event or exhibit lasting more than 
one week, specify the dates of the issues 
in which you would like the listing to 
appear. Repeat listings may be deleted 
due to space limitations 


Theater listings are separate; send them 
by 2 p.m on Thursday to “Play by Play” 
Auditions, classes, religious services, 
reunions, and events requiring advance 
registration are not listed here: call Phoenix 
Classifieds at 859-3300 to take out an ad 
Unsolicited photographs are considered for 
publication but are not returned to senders 
NOTE: ABSOLUTE LISTINGS DEADLINE 
IS WEDNESDAY AT 5 P.M. FOR THE 
FOLLOWING WEEK’S ISSUE. To be con- 
sidered for “Hot Tix,” the deadline is a week 
earlier, to be considered for “Next 
Weekend,” two weeks earlier 


clubs 
Cea 


THURSDAY 17 
See Club Directory for phone num- 
bers and addresses. 

ABOVE CLUB, Worcester. Worcester 
Jazz Orchestra. 

ACTON JAZZ CAFE, Acton 
Jam” with B.J. Magoon 
ARIA, Boston. “Eurohaus.” 
AVALON, Bostcn. Eurohouse with DJ 
Manolo. 

AXIS, Boston. “Chrome,” house, pro- 
gressive house, and trance with DJs 
John Debo, Buro Ajami, and Josh 
Wink; “Bar 13,” soul, phunk, and 
house with DJ Chaos. 
BACKSTAGE, Haverhill 
Road 

BAY TOWER ROOM, Boston. Darin 
Ames & His Little Big Band. 

BELLA LUNA, Jamaica Plain. Patrick 
Emswiler & Blake Hazard. 

BELL IN HAND TAVERN, Boston 
Pete Manicalco. 

THE BIG EASY BAR, Boston. Dance 
with DJ Matt Phipps. 

BILL’S BAR, Boston. “Swank,” 
swing, Vegas grind, go-go, and retro 
dance with DJ Miss Stacey. 
BISHOP’S PUB, Boston. “Jazz from 
the Hip” with John Babu 
BLACKBURN TAVERN, Gloucester. 
“Open Mike” with Jabberwocky. 
BLACKTHORNE TAVERN, S. 
Easton. Bloodline. 
BLEACHERS/TOONS, Salem. Mixed 
Nuts. 

BOB THE CHEF'S, Boston. A-No-Ne 
Jazz Quartet. 

BREW MOON BRAINTREE, 
Braintree. Screaming Blue Orchestra 
THE BURREN, Somerville. Goodfoot. 
CAFE BEAUJOLAIS, Gloucester. 
Kate Sullivan Trio. 

THE CALL, Providence, Rl. 
Leigh & Blues Deville 
CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, 
Cambridge. Little Joe Cook & the 
Thrillers. 

CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NAT- 
ICK, Natick. “Open Mic” with Ken 
Batts. 

CENTURY LOUNGE, 
New Prophets. 
CHAPS, Boston. “Music Factory,” 
R&B and house with DJs Billy and 
Fran 

CITY OASIS, Attleboro. Dave Conti. 
CLUB BOHEMIA/KIRKLAND CAFE, 
Somerville. Sift. 

CLUB STELLA, Brighton 





“Blues 


Wilder 


Chris 


Providence, RI. 


“Cabo 


Sabi,” Cape Verdean night; “A Touch 
of Class.” 

COLONIAL INN, Concord. Blue Beat 
with Pat “Hatrack” Gallagher & Mr. 
Mysterioso 

COMMON GROUND, Aliston 
“Lounge Night.” 

COOGAN’'S BLUFF, Boston 
Novakane 

DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston 
Booty 

ESPRESSO BAR, Worcester 
Revolving Radio User, Paco, Dr 


Frog. 

FOUR COURTS, Dedham. Bob's Day 
Off. 

GILREIN’S, Worcester 
Creeps 

G LOUNGE, Boston. Jose Ramos 
Special Blend Band 

THE GOOD LIFE, Boston 
Trio. 

GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. Infractions 
GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge 
Los Alter Boyz. 

HARPERS FERRY, Allston. Vykki 
Vox, Ben Swift, World of Freaks. 
IMPROV ASYLUM THEATER, 
Boston. Trinity & the Chirs Luard 
Jazz Orchestra. 

IRISH EMBASSY PUB, Boston 


Midnight 


Mike Shea 











STAR GHOST DOG play “Nana’s X-Mas Rock ‘N Roll Party” at the Kendall 
Cafe on Thursday the 17th. 





Chapter in Verse 

JACQUES, Boston. Miss Chris, Lakia 
Mondale, Stefanie. 

JIMMY'S HARBORSIDE RESTUAR- 
ANT, Boston. Bobby Weatherby 
JOHNNY D’S, Somerville. Ray 
Mason, Charlie Chesterman, Steve 
Westfield. 

JOHN STONE'S INN, Ashland. “Jazz 
Jam” with John Stone’s Jazz Trio fea- 
turing Cassandra McKinley. 
JOY BOSTON, Boston. 
House” with DJ Sava. 
KARMA CLUB, Boston. House and 
hip hop with DJ Bruno. 

KENDALL CAFE, Cambridge. 
“Nana's Xmas Rock 'n Roll Party II” 
with Cherry 2000, Baby Ray, Star 
Ghost Dog, Fuzzy. 

LINWOOD GRILLE, Boston. Bosley, 
Darkbuster, Heidi. 

MAMA KIN, Boston. Music Hall: 
“Holiday Rage” with Sevendust, Kid 
Rock, Soak, One Minute Silence. 
Front Room: Karen Harris, Mark, 
Magic Light Meter. 

McGANN’S, Boston. 5 Helena. 

MET CAFE, Providence, RI. Pappy 
Chullo, Snow Monkey Plum, Esta 
Brook. 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: 
Wide Iris, Ape Hangers, Static, Noisy 
LeGrand. Downstairs: “Plasma 
Productions Holiday Party” with Angry 
Hill, Neon Jesus, 16 Years of Grace, 
One. Corner: Board of Education. 
MIDWAY CAFE, Jamaica Plain. 
“Christmas Party” with Electric Logs. 
OLE MEXICAN GRILLE, Cambridge. 
“Open Mic” with Eric Gerber featuring 
Jan Luby 

O'MALLEE'S, Newburyport. Tony 
Frontiere 

OXYGEN, Saugus. “Uncover Night,” 
top-40 music 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge. 
“Heavenly Groovy,” funky, groovy, 
disco house with DJs Gregory 
Zemour & Demi Diggler 
PLANTATION CLUB DRAFTHOUSE, 
Worcester. “Christmas Party to 
Benefit Friendly House” with Clutch 
Grabwell 

PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge 
Lune 


“Diesel 





PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. Jim * 


Plunkett 

Q NIGHTCLUB, Boston. “Shock,” gay 
night with DJ Michael Sheehan 

THE RACK, Boston. Code 51. 


RED ROOM, Salem. “Last Cali” with 
Marty Rowen 

RIRA, Boston. DJ Tim Collins 
ROOSEVELT'S, Salem. Oddfellow 
SIR MORGAN'S COVE, Worcester 
“Battle of the Bands Semi-Final” with 
Head Rental, Drawing Flies, Colepitz 
SLADES, Boston. Ted Baker 
SQUAWK COFFEEHOUSE, 
Cambridge. Brother Blue 

THE TIMES, Boston. '70s, '80s, and 
"90s with DJ Alex 

TIR NA NOG, Somerville. Ronan 
Quinn. 

TOAD, Cambridge. Chandler Travis, 
Deb Pasternak. 

TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Chris 
Taylor Trio. 

TRATTORIA iL PANINO, Boston 
“Aquarela,” Brazilian night with DJ 
Marcello Malcher; “Reunion Night" 
with DJ Zino. 

T.T. THE BEAR'S PLACE, 
Cambridge. Resolve, Betty Goo, 
Pennywheel, Barn. 

TURNER FISHERIES AT THE 
WESTIN, Boston. Paul Broadnax 
UPSTAIRS LOUNGE, Boston 
“Atomic Lounge,” swing and lounge 
with DJ Big Daddy 
WALLY’S CAFE, Boston 
Jazz.” 

WATCH CITY BREWING COMPANY, 
Waltham. “Leprechaun Swing” featur- 
ing Jerry Bell 

WESTERN FRONT, Cambridge 
Geoffrey Hicks Jazz Trio. 
WONDER BAR, Alliston 
Langford Quartet 

THE YARD ROCK, Quincy. “New 
England Blues Society Benefit: Xmas 
Party” with Radio Kings 
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See Club Directory for phone num 
bers and addresses 

ABOVE CLUB, Worcester. Preston 
Wayne Four, Crybabies 
ACTON JAZZ CAFE, Acton 
Ghose Quartet 

ARIA, Boston. Top 40 and Eurohaus 
with DJ Rafi 

AS220, Providence, RI. Eli, Bi-Janus, 
Missing Joe, Lunch Meat Circus 
ATLAS DANCE, Boston. Top-40 
dancing. 

AVALON, Boston. “House of Dance” 
with DJ Thanos; “Avaland” with guest 
Dus. 

AXIS, Boston. House and progressive 


“Latin 


Grant 


Sai 





house with DJ Tim Ryan; '80s alter- 
native with DJ David James 
BACKSTAGE, Haverhill. Meat Plow 
BAY TOWER ROOM, Boston. Darin 
Ames & His Little Big Band 

THE BEACHCOMBER, Quincy. Two 
Ton Shoe 

BELL IN HAND TAVERN, Boston 
Spunky Monkey 

THE BIG EASY BAR, Boston 
Catunes. Dance with DJ Mike Perry 
THE BIG EASY, Lowell. Jones Bros 
BILL'S BAR, Boston. Ghost of Tony 


Gold, Honeyglazed, Chubby 
“Nocturnal Friday” rock with DJ Bill 
Abbate 


BLACKBURN TAVERN, Gloucester 

Liz Lannon Band 

BLACKTHORNE TAVERN, S 

Easton. Judy Pavadore 

BOB THE CHEF'S, Boston 

Simpkins’ B-3 Jazz Trio 

BREW MOON SAUGUS, Saugus. 

Tim Dion & Skip the Wonder Dog 

THE BURREN, Somerville. Organic 

Farmers 

BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA, Boston 

“Gay International Night,” with Vicky; 

Latin house, salsa, and merengue 

with DJ Cesar Romero; dance and 

house with DJ Michael Sheehan 

CAFE BEAUJOLAIS, Gloucester 

Anthony Weller 

THE CALL, Providence, RI. Jeff 

Pitchell & Texas Flood, DJ Lauria 

Band 

CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, 

Cambridge. Little Joe Cook & the 

Thrillers 

CARAVAN CLUB, Revere. Midnight 

Crew 

CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NAT- 

ICK, Natick. Dogwood Moon, Too 

Human 

CENTURY LOUNGE, Providence, Ri 

Jet Pack, Lynx, Wicked Farleys, V for 

Vendetta, Plain as Day 

CHAMELEON/SABI SABI, Boston 

Modern rock and dance with resident 

DJ 

CHAPS, Boston 

Richie Rich 

CITY OASIS, Attleboro. Chatter Box 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. Vance 

Gilbert, Susan Piper 

CLUB STELLA, Brighton. “Ladies 

Night,” hip hop and R&B; “African 

Night.” 

CLUB 3, Somerville. “Brazilian Night.” 
Continued on page 30 


Nat 


Freak” with DJ 





= VET 


THURS 12/17 
GOEFFREY HICKS 


JAZZ TRIO 


2 SHOWS: 8PM & 10PM 
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ONT 


343 Western Ave, Cambridge 
Boston's Only True Reggae Club 





FRI 12/18 & SAT 12/19 


(REGGAE) 
SUN 12/20 & 12/27 
ALL THAT 


__ (HIP HOP & POETRY) | 
WED 12/23 & 12/30 
EXTREME JAZZ 


(ALL NEW JAZZ REVIEW ) 


FRI 12/25 




























“NEW YEAR'S EVE 


* U.N. x» 


(REGGAE) 


FEATURING BOSTON’S OWN 
BIGGA REID & SHAKA BLACK 





TICKETS $20 * 9PM-3AM 


FINE JAMAICAN FOOD 


FOR INFO 492-7772 


KOLORS * 


MERRY CHRISTMAS _ 


LIVE AND DIRECT FROM NY CITY 


CALL 492-7772 FOR RESERVATIONS 










POLI G 
_ 








Tuur. 12/17 
BOSTON’S MAG'S “BEST CUTTING EDGE BAND 
3 


CLUB LF 


FEATURING HOosT Mixe Rivaro 
WITH SPECIAL GUEST 


DUKE LEVINE 
Fribay 12/18 


THE GRAVEL PIT 


with SPECIAL GUESTS 
Saturoay 12/19 


DENNIS BRENNAN 


with THE WHITEY BULGERS 













Every Sunpay 
LIZARD LOUNGE POETRY JAM 


RY Monoay 







Eve 
BOSTON’S MAG 'S “BEST JAZZ BAND” 






THE FRINGE 
THurspvay 12/31 
A SWINGIN’ NEW YEARS EVE WITH 


NB 













w/ SPECIAL GUESTS, surprises, 





and much, much more! 






Friday 1/1/99 
THE BUCK DEWEY BIG BAND 


Saturpvay 1/2/99 


JESS KLEIN 
KEVIN SO 


& SPECIAL GUESTS 
1667 MASS AVE. CAMBRIDGE 
547-0759 
2 LIGHTS NORTH OF HARVARD sa. 


BENEATH THE CAMBRIDGE COMMON 
RESTAURANT + NEAR THE LAW SCHOOL 












\ “Friendly Irish Bar” 
Steve Morse 
» Globe Calendar 


THE BURREN 


Luncw & Dinner 7 Days 11:30am-9:45 Pm 
Irish Breaxrast Sat. & Sun. 10am-4em 
Sunoay Dinner SPeciar 4Pm-9:45 em 
SunNpay Session Act Day 2Pm-lam 
NIGHTLY Sessions @ 10em 


AUTHENTIC InisH Music Pus-ResTAURANT 
24.7 Elm Street, Davis Square, Somerville 
116-6896 On the Red Line “1,” 

One biock from Somerville Theater 


Back ROOm 
Thurs. Dec 


GOODF OoT 


Sat. Dec. 19 
R 


TARBOX 
RAMBLERS 
Sun. Dec. 20 


WINTERBOY 


Mo Dec 
SET_ DANCING 


GER COO 


> WITH 
NE 
OPEN eA o, TH 
Hugh MCGOWAN 
ALASTAIR MOOCK 
WHITH SPECIAL CUESTS 


for more information, dinner reservations, etc 
all (617)776- 6896 or (617)776- 4150 or fax: (617)776- 3466 


www.burren.com 





Eve 
ACOL STIC OPEN MIC 
with Gary Gore and 
Margarita Night No 
Dec. 


Thurs. 17th 


Dance Party w/DJ] EDGAR 


10pm No Cover 


Fri. - Dec. 18th 


VELVET CRUSH and Dj REN 


Dance Party downstairs 


w/ DJ COLM 9:30pm 


Sat. - Dec. 19th 
PIG PEN 
and DJ DRAGG 
& Dance Party downstairs 
w/ DJ COLM 9:30pm 


Sun. Dec. 20th 
Dance Party w/DJ EDGAR 
10pm No Cover 
Thurs. Dec. 24th 
Dance Party w/DJ EDGAR 
10pm No Cover 
Fri. - Dec: 25th 
DJ REN upstairs 

ance Party with 


DJ COLM downstairs 9; 30pm 


iS 
eee 









Cove 


BOSTON’S BEST LOCAL 





REE PARKING 





DRESS DOWN 










Fri. Dec. 18 7:30 pm 
* NO COVER ON FRIDAYS * 


JIM 
CELONA 


(50’S ROCK N ROLL) 






Sat. Dec. 19 9:30 pm 


WOODBURN 
ARENA 


(BLUES) 










(Located on Historic Admiral’s Hill Marina) 


Chelsea - MA - 617.889.1312 
www.cool-biues.com 




















OF: BOS TON 
Pub, Restaurant & 
Entertainment Complex 





Local Sessions 
Featuring 


‘ORIGINAL BANDS 
12/30 
Big Lick 
Gripe 
16 
Shoeless Joe 
Who Cares 


1/13 
TBA 

1/20 
Liam 
el Vision 





161 Brighton Ave., 
Allston 782-9082 
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COLONIAL INN, Concord. Cassandra 
McKinley & the Workingman’s Jazz 
Duo. 

COMMON GROUND, Alliston. Chuck 
COSMOPOLITAN, Boston. Swingin’ 
SuperShag Boys 

DICK'S LAST RESORT, Boston. Soul 
City 

EMILY'S, Boston. Alternative, funk, 
and dance with DJ Kevin Sawyer 
ENVY, Boston. At 11 p.m., Funk, 
rhythm, and house 


www.johnnyds.com 


ham 


ESPRESSO BAR, Worcester 
Flipside, Chillum, Critical Condition, 
Dingbat, Terribles 

FINALLY MICHAEL'S, Framingham. 
Sonny Watson Combo 
FOUR COURTS, 
UnderCover, Ken Barney 
GILREIN’S, Worcester. City Peter 
Poirier Band 

GRAND CANAL, Boston. Platform 
Soul 

GREEN ACRES, Ashland. Cosmic 
Igloo 

GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. Plumb 


Dedham 


uPTOWN 


RESTAURANT & MUSIC CLUB 


THURS. DEC. 17- Rock 


FRI. DEC. 18 - Funk 
NEON GRANDMA 


SAT. DEC. 19 - Kwanzaa Party 


IBRAHIMA CAMARA 


EVERY SUNDAY 


BLUES JAM 4:30-8:30 


SUN - 9PM MON - 8PM 


LESSONS BOTH NIGHTS 
TUES. DEC. 22- 8:30PM 


eg OLD TIME 


NIGHT 


WED. DEC. 23 


THURS. DEC. 24 
RESTAURANT CLOSED 
BAR CLOSES AT 8 


FRI. DEC. 25 


MERRY 
CHRISTMAS! 


BAR OPENS AT 6 


SAT. DEC. 26 - Great Fun! 


CHANDLER TRAVIS 


PHILHARMONIC 


ACOUSTIC 


OUR LONG-RUNNING 
STAR-PRODUCING BLUES JAM 
4:30-8:30 


PAUL RISHELL & 
ANNIE RAINES 


WED. DEC. 30 -Jozz 


EITHER 


NEW YEARS EVE 
wm me RADIO KINGS 


PARTY FAVORS, CHAMPAGNE TOAST, 
PASSES FOR FREE ADMISSION THE 30TH 
OF EVERY MONTH IN 1999! SPECIAL 
FIXED PRICE MENU. TICKETS AVAIL AT ALL 
STRAWBERRIES LOCATIONS, OUT OF 
TOWN 800-442-1854 & JOHNNY D’S. 


FRI. JAN. } - Country 


HEATHER 
MYLES 


SAT. JAN. 2 - Cajun 


BEAUSOLEIL 


SERIES 


Call About Dinner/Show Reservations AVEC MICHAEL DOUCET 
17 HOLLAND ST. DAVIS SQ. SOMERVILLE 


ACROSS DAVIS RED LINE 


WWW. 
johnnyds.com FROME e ly) 


CONCERT LINE 617-776-9667 





GREEN DRAGON, Boston. Shy Tuna 
HARPERS FERRY, Alliston. Memphis 
Train. 

THE HARP, Boston 
Crandall. 

HIBERNIA, Boston. Hip-hop and 
house with DJ Marc. 

IMPROV ASYLUM THEATER, 
Boston. Chirs Luard Jazz Quartet. 
JIMMY'S HARBORSIDE RESTUAR- 
ANT, Boston. Bobby Weatherby 
JOHNNY D'S, Somerville. Neon 
Grandma. 

JOHN STONE'S INN, Ashland. British 


Zoo, Tim 


"EKENDALL. 


ee THURS, DEC 17 BIR? 
‘ Nana s Xmas 


‘Rock n Roll Party Il 
Featuring Nana, 


Cherry 2000, Fuzzy, 
Baby Ray & Many More. 
Admission is a toy to benefit 
Cambridge Cares About Aids 


. Featuring Bobby Lee Rogers, 
Ramona Sliver, Mike Barry £ Martyn. 
Ptus Kicts in the Park © joe OevVeau 
SAT, DEC 19 
12 -Hurmmer_ o - Mind the Gap oases my 

10 - Torys Mills £ the Originals 9 - Chapprmas 
we SUN, DEC 20 FREE 


HELACOUNTRY 
tirn & jermie’s Pine Barons 
MON, DEC 2: FREE 
10- Brendan Murray 9 - Theresa Rogers 

0 -Steve tot Cagnic marta) E Prierecks, 


Pa 
a 


WED, DEC 23 


@pen MiC w/Leanne Feature: Avram Lavinski 


Portiand St. » Cambridge * 661-0993 
www thekendall.com 


Neral 


DEC 28 with 
Babaloo 


Yankees 

JOY BOSTON, Boston. “Opera,” 
salsa, merengue, Latin house, and 
freestyle 

KARMA CLUB, Boston. “Plush,” 
house and break-beats with DJ 
Hoffman. 

KINVARA PUB, Allston. Pig Pen 
LINWOOD GRILLE, Boston. Ragin’ 
Teens, Racketeers, Bourbanaires, 
Konks 

THE LIVING ROOM, Providence, Ri 
Max Creek. 

M-80, Boston. “Latinhaus” with DJ 


Washington St. + Jamaica Plain - $24.9038 


a | al iat at ae 
ELECTRIC LOGS 
XMAS PARTY 


Friday, Dec. 18th 


CRANK-TONES 


Seturday, Dec. 19th - Classic Rock 


THE ROYS 


Sunday, Dec. 20th - Reggoe Night 


VIBE WISE 
Monday, Dec.2 1st 
THE JP UNDERGROUND FILM REVOLUTION 
“THE CHRISTMAS STORY” & SURPRISE XMAS 
PICKS ° “NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS” 
Tuesday, Dec. 22nd 


TOM LAWLERS 
OPEN JAM 10pm 


Wednesday, Dec. 23rd 


MARK DONAVAN 


COME DOWN AND GET 
ON OUR MAILING LIST! 


JUST OFF TOUR WITH 


DAVE MATTHEWS 
BAND 


DEC 29 with 
SuperHoney 


Somerville Theater 


Tickets on sale now. 


There is no ticket surcharge 
at the theater box office. 


TK ASTEa, 


TOWER RECORDS » FILENE'S 
HMV RECORD STORES 
(617/908) 931-2000 


PURCHASE ONUINE biipJiwae nck reesir® Com 


Sean 


www baitfish com 


LiKE Mom’s APPLE PIE 
ifs A CLASSIC 


Boston Billiard Club 


126 Brookline Avenue Boston, MA 
(617) 536-POOL 


www.bostonbilliardclub.com 


Reserve Your Table for New Year’s Eve 


ow are 


Bia AR 


J.C.; “London House” with DJ Alex 
MAMA KIN, Boston. Music Hall: King 
Missile, Jim's Big Ego. Front Room 
Silos, Three Day Threshold, 
Gladstones. Playhouse: “Playhouse 
Fridays,” top-40 and disco with DJs 
Tiz and Mauricio 

MERCURY BAR, Boston. House and 
techno with DJ Dustin Kincaid 

MET CAFE, Providence, RI. Sam 
Black Church, Sick Sense, Moonrage 
MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs: 
Prissteens, 8 Ball Shifter, Caged 
Heat, L.U.V.'s. Downstairs: Full 
Powered Halo, Seventeen, Control 
Group, Shine 

MIDWAY CAFE, Jamaica Plain 
Cranktones 

MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN, Boston. 
Tony O'Riordan 

O'MALLEE'S, Newburyport. Easy 
Street 

OXYGEN, Saugus. “Swingles,” adult 
singles party; “Uptown,” dance clas- 
sics of the '70s and '80s; “Officers 
Club/Phat Fridays,” R&B, hip hop, 
reggae 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge 
Disco and top-40 with DJ Tim Collins. 
PLANTATION CLUB DRAFTHOUSE, 
Worcester. Slipknot. 

PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. 
Grits 

THE RACK, Boston. Code 51. 
RHYTHM & SPICE CARIBBEAN 
GRILL, Cambridge. Caribbean Cruize 
Band. 

RIO GRANDE CAFE, Marblehead. 
Walk That Walk. 

RIRA, Boston. Disco with DJ Vinney 
ROOSEVELT’S, Salem. Spirithouse. 
THE ROXY, Boston. “Swing Night” 
with Forest “Big Daddy” Frazier, fea- 
turing Blues*Jumpers 

SCHRAUTY'S, Weymouth. Physical 
Graffiti 

SIR MORGAN'S COVE, Worcester 
Counter Attack, Touch 2 Much, Red 
Hot, Headrush 

SIT 'N BULL PUB, Maynard. Ron 
Levy Band 

SLADES, Boston. CrossOver Jazz 
Band 

THE STREET, Framingham. 
Controlled Aggression, Ohm, 7 Hill 
Psychos 

SWEETWATER CAFE, Boston. 
Dance with DJs Gabe, Rich Conte, 
and Tim Collins 

TOAD, Cambridge. Paved Country, 
Alex & Ryan 

TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Chris 
Taylor Trio with Joel Press 

TOWN LINE LOUNGE, Malden 
Fortune 

TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. 
‘70s, '80s, and ‘90s with DJ Zino; pro- 
gressive, top-40, club, and interna- 


& 


the 17th. 


ABOVE CLUB, Worcester. Curtain 
Society 

ACTON JAZZ CAFE, Acton. Susan 
E. & Bluesliner 

ARIA, Boston. Top 40 and Eurohaus 
with DJ Rafi 

AS220, Providence, RI 
Johnnies 

ATLAS DANCE, Boston 
dancing 

AVALON, Boston. Progessive house 
and techno with DJ Matty O. 

AXIS, Boston. “WFNX Presents X- 
Night,” ‘90s alternative with DJ Mike 
Gioscia; '80s alternative and industri- 
al with DJ David James. 
BACKSTAGE, Haverhill. Meat Plow 
THE BANSHEE, Dorchester. DJ 
Cyclone. 

BAY TOWER ROOM, Boston. Darin 
Ames & His Little Big Band. 

THE BEACHCOMBER, Quincy 
Mother Funk. 

THE BIG EASY BAR, Boston. Funky 
Town. Dance with DJ Gabe 

THE BIG EASY, Lowell. “Xmas Party” 
with Nightstar 

BILL’S BAR, Boston. “Instant 
Magazine Xmas Party” with Same As 
You, Chin Ho, Evelyn Forever. '70s, 
80s, and '90s punk, rock, and dance 
with DJs Albert O and Diego 
BLACKBURN TAVERN, Gloucester 
12:01 Blues Band 

BLACKTHORNE TAVERN, S 
Easton. Paul Horton 

BOB THE CHEF'S, Boston. Michael 
Kelley & the Hot Biue Q. 

BRENDAN BEHAN PUB, Jamaica 
Plain. “Traditional Irish Seisun.” 
BREW MOON SAUGUS, Saugus 
West Brothers Duo. 

THE BURREN, Somerville. Tarbox 
Ramblers. 

BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA, Boston 
“Killer Dance Club,” gay night with 
DJs Mary Alice & Michael Sheehan 
THE CALL, Providence, RI. King 
Memphis, Jack Smith & the 
Rockabilly Planet, Pulltabs 

CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, 
Cambridge. Little Joe Cook & the 
Thrillers 

CARAVAN CLUB, Revere. At 2 p.m., 
Jazz Septet. At 9 p.m. Midnight Crew 
CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NAT- 
ICK, Natick. Jeff Galindo/Mark 
Phaneuf Sextet 

CENTURY LOUNGE, Providence, RI 
Prissteens, LUVs, Ashley Von Hurter 
& the Haters, Hammel on Trial. 
CHAMELEON/SABI SABI, Boston 
Hip hop and dance with DJ Rowdy B 
CHAPS, Boston. “Sweat,” house with 
DJ Dena 

CHOPS, Boston. Ross Robinson 
CLUB BOHEMIA/KIRKLAND CAFE, 
Somerville. “Spinning Records Xmas 


Sidedoor 


Top-40 


STEVE WESTFIELD plays Johnny D’s on Thursday 





tional with DJ Peter D. 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE, 
Cambridge. Four Piece Suit, Seks 
Bomba, Milo Jones & the Vex Volts, 
Popgun 

UPSTAIRS LOUNGE, Boston. “The 
Pill,” Brit-pop and mod with DJs Ken 
& Jennifer. 

VINCENT’S NIGHTCLUB, Randolph. 
“Latin Night.” 

WALLY'S CAFE, Boston. John 
Lamkin Quintet. 

WESTERN FRONT, Cambridge. 
Kolors. 

WONDER BAR, Allston. Johnny 
Horner & Joe McMahon Quartet. 

X, Boston. Grooves with DJ G2. 

THE YARD ROCK, Quincy. 
Woodburn Arena Band. 


SATURDAY 19 
See Club Directory for phone num- 
bers and addresses. 


ORTOP OEP NTS B 





Party with Mikey Dee” and Mick 
Mondo, Banjo Spiders, Francine, 
Mikey Bliss Organ Combo, Spinning 
Records Allstars. 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. Faith 
Soloway, Summer Pierce. 

CLUB STELLA, Brighton. “Latino 
Night,” salsa, merengue, samba, and 
carnaval; “Best of Rio,” top 40. 
COLONIAL INN, Concord. Phyllis 
Fallon & the Workingman’s Jazz Duo. 
COMMON GROUND, Allston. 
Lemmings. 

DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston. Rob 
Gonzalez. 

EMILY’S, Boston. Dance, high ener- 
gy, and top-40 with DJs Gary Burks 
and Charlie B. 

ENVY, Boston. At 9 p.m., Lounge 
music. At 11 p.m., Rhythm, Latin, and 
house with DJ Baxter. 


Continued on page 32 





CLUB DIRECTORY 


ABOVE CLUB (508-752-2211), 264 Park Ave., Worcester 

ACTON JAZZ CAFE (978-263-6161), 452 Great Rd., Acton 
ALTERNATE ROUTE (781-331-2200), 500 Washington St 
Weymouth 

ANGELICA’S RESTAURANT (978-750-4900), Rtes. 114 & 62, 
Middleton 

ARIA 338-7080, 246 Tremont St., Boston 

AS220 (401-831-9327), 115 Empire St., Providence, Ri 

ATLAS DANCE (437-0300), 3 Lansdowne St., Boston 

THE ATTIC (964-6684), 107 R Union St., Newton Centre 

AURORA (350-6001), 300 Congress St., Boston 

AVALON (262-2424), 15 Lansdowne St., Boston 

AXIS (262-2437), 13 Lansdowne St., Boston 

BACK ALLEY THEATRE (576-1253), 1253 Cambridge St., 
Cambridge 

BACKSTAGE (978-469-0070), 143 Washington St., Haverhill 

THE BANSHEE (436-9747), 934 Dorchester Ave., Dorchester 

THE BAYOU (978-499-0428), 50 State St., Newburyport 

BAY TOWER ROOM (723-1666), 60 State St., Boston 

THE BEACHCOMBER (479-8989), 797 Wollastan Beach Bivd., 
Quincy 

BELLA LUNA (524-6060), 405 Centre St., Jamaica Plain 

BELL IN HAND TAVERN (227-2098), 45-55 Union St., Boston 

THE BIG EASY (978-458-5466), 280 Central St., Lowell 

THE BIG EASY BAR (351-7000), Boylston P!., Boston 

BILL'S BAR (421-9678), 5 Lansdowne St., Boston 

BISHOP'S PUB (351-2583), 5 Boylston Place, in the Alley, Boston 
BLACK AND WHITE THEATRE/GREEN ROOM COFFEEHOUSE 
(508-947-7833), 250 North Main St., Middleborough 

BLACKBURN TAVERN (978-282-1919), 2 Main St., Gloucester. 
BLACK ROSE (742-2286), 160 State St, Boston. 

BLACKTHORNE TAVERN (508-238-9017), 402 Turnpike St., S 
Easton 

BLEACHERS/TOONS (978-744-4328), 143 Washington St., Salem. 
BLUE CAT CAFE (247-9922), 94 Mass. Ave., Boston 

BOB THE CHEF'S (536-6204), 604 Columbus Ave., Boston 
BRENDAN BEHAN PUB (522-5386), 378 Centre St., Jamaica Plain 
BREW MOON BOSTON (523-6467), 115 Stuart St., Boston 

BREW MOON BRAINTREE (781-356-2739), South Shore Plaza, 
250 Granite St., Braintree 

BREW MOON CAMBRIDGE (499-2739), 50 Church St., Harvard 
Sq., Cambridge 

BREW MOON SAUGUS (781-941-2739), 114 Broadway, Saugus 
BRISTOL LOUNGE AT THE FOUR SEASONS (338-4400), 200 
Boylston St., Boston 

BULLFINCH’S (978-443-4094), 730 Boston Post Rd., Sudbury 
BULL RUN (978-425-4311), Rte.2A., Shirley 

THE BURREN (776-6896), 247 Elm St., Davis Sq., Somerville 
BUZZ BOSTON/EUROPA (482-3939), 51-67 Stuart St., Boston 
CAFE ARPEGGIO (508-339-2653), 214 N. Main St., Mansfield 
CAFE BEAUJOLAIS (978-282-0058), 118 Main St., Gloucester. 
THE CALL (401-751-2255), 15 Elbow St., Providence, Rl. 

CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL (354-2685), 738 Mass. Ave., 
Central Sq., Cambridge 

CARAVAN CLUB (781-284-9599), 1380 No. Shore Rd., Revere 
CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NATICK (508-647-0179), 31 Main St., 
Natick 

CENTURY LOUNGE (401) 751-2255, 150 Chestnut St., Providence, 
Ri. 

CHAMELEON/SABI SABI (723-0121), 262 Friend St., Boston. 
CHAPS (695-9500), 100 Warrenton St., Boston 

CHOPS (424-1441), 1271 Boylston St., Boston 

CITY OASIS (508-223-3398), 50 Pleasant St., Attleboro 

CLUB BOHEMIA/KIRKLAND CAFE (491-9640), 421-425 
Washington St., Somerville 

CLUB HOLLYWOOD (338-8283), 1-3 Harrison Ave., Boston 

CLUB NICOLE (267-2782), 40 Dalton St., Boston 

CLUB PASSIM (492-7679), 47 Palmer St., Harvard Sq., Cambridge 
CLUB STELLA (524-0550), 1234 Soldiers Field Rd., Brighton 

CLUB 3 (623-6957), 608 Somerville Ave., Somerville 

COLONIAL INN (978-369-9200), 48 Monument Sq., Concord. 
COMEDY CONNECTION (248-9700), Upstairs at Faneuil Hall, 
Boston. 

COMEDY CONNECTION AT CARUSO'S DIPLOMAT (888-398- 
5100), Rte. 1, Saugus 

COMEDY PALACE AT CHATEAU RESTAURANT (888-TO- 
LAUGH), 404 Providence Highway., Rte. 1, Norwood 

COMEDY PALACE AT GRILL 93 (888-TO-LAUGH), River Rd., 
Andover 

COMEDY PALACE AT ROYAL MANDARIN (888-TO-LAUGH), Rte 
20, Marlboro 

COMEDY STUDIO (864-5311), at the Hong Kong, 1236 Mass. Ave., 
Harvard Sq., Cambridge 

COMMON GROUND (783-2071), 83-87 Harvard Ave., Allston 
COOGAN'S BLUFF (451-7415), 173 Milk St., Boston 

COOL BLUE'S (889-1312), 1000 Justin Dr., Chelsea 
COPPERFIELD'’S (247-8605), 98 Brookline Ave., Boston 
COSMOPOLITAN (266-2258), 54 Canal St., Boston 

DECO DINNER THEATER (781-932-9988), 5 Sylvan Rd., Woburn 
DICK DOHERTY'S AT MEMORY LANE (781-843-2200), 5 
Columbian St., Braintree 

DICK DOHERTY'S AT THE CHASE HOUSE (800-401-2221), 
Pickering Wharf, Salem 

DICK DOHERTY'S AT THE CHINA BLOSSOM (800-401-2221) 
Rte. 125, North Andover 

DICK DOHERTY’S AT THE HOLIDAY INN (800-401-2221), Rte 
93/28, Randolph 

DICK DOHERTY'’S COMEDY VAULT (729-2565), at Remington's, 
124 Boylston St., Boston 

DICK’S LAST RESORT (267-8080), 55 Huntington Ave., Boston 
DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL (978-745-0139), 7 Dodge St 
Salem 

DOMINIC'S LOUNGE (426-8759), 253-255 Tremont St., Boston 
DRUID PUB (497-0965), 1357 Cambridge St., Inman Sq 
Cambridge 

EMILY’S (423-3649), 48 Winter St., Boston 

ENCORE (338-7699), Tremont Hotel, 275 Tremont St., Boston 
ENVY (542-ENVY), 25 Boylston PI., Boston 

ESPRESSO BAR (508-770-1455), 70 James St., Worcester 
ESTELLE’S (427-0200), 888 Tremont St., Boston 

FAJITAS & RITAS (566-1222), 25 West St., Boston 

57 RESTAURANT (423-5700), Radisson Hotel Boston, 200 Stuart 
St., Boston 

FINALLY MICHAEL'S (508-879-7345), 1280 Worcester Ra., 
Framingham 

FOUR COURTS (781-326-9000), 350 Washington St., Dedham 

THE FOUR'S (720-4455), 166 Canal St., Boston 

GARGOYLE’'S ON THE SQUARE (776-5300), 215 Elm St., 
Somerville 

GIGGLES COMEDY CLUB (781-233-9950), at Prince Restaurant 
517 Broadway, Saugus 

GILES CAFE (978-740-0450), 32 Front St., Salem 

GILREIN'S (508-791-BLUE), 802 Main St., Worcester 

G LOUNGE (451-7289), 174 Lincoln St., Boston 

THE GOOD LIFE (451-2622), 28 Kingston St., Boston 

GOOD TIME EMPORIUM (628-5559), 30 Assembly Sq., Somerville 
GRAND CANAL (523-1112), 57 Canal St., Boston. 

GREAT SCOTT (566-9014), 1222 Comm. Ave., Boston 

GREEN ACRES (508-881-6211), Ashland Square Piaza, 410 Union 
St., Ashland 

GREEN BRIAR (789-4100), 304 Washington St., Brighton 

GREEN DRAGON (367-0055). 11 Marshall St., Boston. 

GREEN STREET GRILL (876-1655), at Charlie's Tap, 280 Green 
St., Cambridge. 

THE GROG (978-465-8008), 13 Middle St., Newburyport. 

GUILTY PLEASURES COFFEEHOUSE (325-4779), 4174 
Washington St., Roslindale. 


H20 (542-2215), at Mark's Crab House, 148 Northern Ave., Boston 
HARD ROCK CAFE (353-1400), 131 Clarendon St., Boston 

THE HARP (742-1010), 85 Causeway St., Boston 

HARPERS FERRY (254-9743), 158 Brighton Ave., Allston 
HIBERNIA (292-2333), 25 Kingston St., Boston 

HOUSE OF BLUES (491-BLUE), 96 Winthrop St., Harvard Sq 
Cambndge 

IMPROV ASYLUM THEATER (263-6887), 216 Hanover St., Boston 
IPSWICH BAY BAR & GRILL (978-356-7006), 24-26 Hammatt St 
Ipswich 

IRISH EMBASSY PUB (742-6618), 234 Fnend St., Boston 

IRON HORSE MUSIC HALL (413-584-0610), 20 Center Si 
Northampton 

JACQUES (426-8902), 79 Broadway, Boston 

JAKE IVORY'S (247-1222), 1 Lansdowne St., Boston 

JAKE IVORY'S (247-1222), 1 Lansdowne St., Boston 

JIMBO'S SOUTH COMEDY SHOW (781-848-0300), 405 Franklin 
St., Braintree 

JIMMY'S HARBORSIDE RESTUARANT (423-1000), 242 Northern 
Ave., Boston 

JOHN HARVARD'S BREW HOUSE (868-3585), 33 Dunster St 
Harvard Sq., Cambridge 

JOHNNY D'S (776-2004), 17 Holland St., Davis Sq., Somerville 
JOHN STONE'S INN (508-881-1778), 179 Main St., Ashland 

JOSE McINTYRE’S (451-9460), 160 Milk St., Boston 

JOSHUA TREE (623-9910), 256 Elm St., Davis Sq., Somerville 

JOY BOSTON (338-6999), 533 Washington St., Boston 

KARMA CLUB (421-9595), 9 Lansdowne St., Boston 

THE KELLS (782-9082), 161 Brighton Ave., Aliston 

KENDALL CAFE (661-0993), 233 Cardinal Medeiros Way, 
Cambridge. 

KINVARA PUB (783-9400), 34 Harvard Ave., Alliston 

LA BONICHE (978-458-9473), 143 Merrimack St., Lowell 

LES ZYGOMATES (542-5108), 129 South St., Boston 

LINWOOD GRILLE (267-8644), 69 Kilmamock St., Boston 

THE LIVING ROOM (401-521-5200), 25 Rathbome St., Providence, 
Rl 

LIZARD LOUNGE (547-0759), 1667 Mass. Ave., below Cambridge 
Common Restaurant, Cambridge 

LUPO'S HEARTBREAK HOTEL (401-272-5876), 239 Westminster 
St., Providence, Ri 

M-80 (562-8800), 969 Comm. Ave., Boston 

MAMA KIN (536-2100), 36 Lansdowne St., Boston 

MAN RAY (864-0400), 21 Brookline St., Cambridge 
MARKETPLACE CAFE (227-9660), 300 Faneuil Hall Mkt., Boston 
McGANN’S (227-4059), 197 Portland St., Boston 

MERCURY BAR (482-7799), 1 Boylston PI., Boston 

MET CAFE (401-861-2142), 130 Union St., Providence, Ri 
MIDDLE EAST (497-0576), 472 Mass. Ave., Central Sq 
Cambridge 

MIDWAY CAFE (524-9038), 3496 Washington St., Jamaica Plain 
MR. DOOLEY'S TAVERN (338-5656), 77 Broad St., Boston 
MODEL CAFE (254-9366), 7 North Beacon St., Aliston 

NEW ENGLAND BREW PUB (723-8080), 19 Union St., Boston 
NICK’S COMEDY STOP (482-0930), 100 Warrenton St., Boston 
NICK'S KOWLOON (781-231-2500), Rte. 1 North, Saugus 

NICK'S MAUI (508-482-0930), Rte. 1 North, Brockton 
NORTHEAST BREWING COMPANY (566-6699), 1314 Comm 
Ave., Alliston 

O'BRIENS (782-6245), 3 Harvard Ave., Allston 

O'LEARY’S (734-0049), 1010 Beacon St., Brookline 

OLE MEXICAN GRILLE (492-4495), 11 Springfield St., Inman Sq 
Cambridge 

O'MALLEE'S (978-499-7999), 140 High St., Newburyport 
OXYGEN (781-233-7400), 1500 Broadway, Saugus 

PADDY BURKE'S PUB (367-8370), 132 Portland St., Boston 

THE PALLADIUM (508-797-9696), 261 Main St., Worcester 
PARADISE ROCK CLUB (562-8800), 967 Comm. Ave., Boston 
PEARL STREET NIGHTCLUB (413-584-0610), 10 Pearl St., 
Northampton. 

PHOENIX LANDING (576-6260), 512 Mass. Ave., Central Sq., 
Cambridge 

PLANTATION CLUB DRAFTHOUSE (508-752-4666), 151 
Plantation St., Worcester 

PLAZA Ill (720-5570), 101 South Market Building, Faneuil Hall, 
Boston 

PLOUGH & STARS (441-3455), 912 Mass. Ave., Cambridge 
PURPLE SHAMROCK (227-2060), 1 Union St., Boston 

Q NIGHTCLUB (267-7707), 575 Comm. Ave., Boston 

THE RACK (725-1051), 24 Clinton St., Faneuil Hall, Boston 
RALPH'S (508-753-9543), 98 Precott St., Worcester 

RED ROOM (978-744-3236), 32 Front St., Salem 

REGATTABAR (661-5000), Charles Hotel, Harvard Sq., Cambridge 
RHYTHM & SPICE CARIBBEAN GRILL (497-0977), 315 Mass 
Ave., Cambridge 

RIO GRANDE CAFE (781-639-1828), 12 School St., Marblehead 
RIRA (262-2121), 835 Beacon St., Boston 

ROOSEVELT'S (978-745-1133), 300 Derby St., Salem 

THE ROXY (338-7699), 279 Tremont St., Boston 

RYLES (876-9330), 212 Hampshire St., Cambridge 

SALEM BEER WORKS (508-741-7088), 278 Derby St., Salem 
SCHRAUTY'S (781-331-9588), 1166 Washington St., Weymouth 
SCULLERS (562-4111), 400 Soldiers Field Rd., Boston 
SCUTTLEBUTT'S (978-741-3850), 73 Derby St., Salem 

SEA NOTE (781-925-4300), 159 Nantasket Ave., Nantasket Beach 
SHERBORN INN (508-655-9521), 33 North Main St., Sherborn 
SHOOTERS (471-7788), 58 Ross Way, Quincy Center 

SIR MORGAN'S COVE (508-753-2188), 89 Green St., Worcester 
SIT 'N BULL PUB (978-897-7232), 163 Main St., Maynard 
SLADES (442-4600), 958 Tremont St., Boston 

SLEDEWS (978-459-7098), 29-31 Central St., Lowe’ 

SMITHWICKS (978-937-2111), 98 Middle St., Lowel 

SQUAWK COFFEEHOUSE (868-3661), Harvard-Epworth Churct 
1555 Mass. Ave., Harvard Sq., Cambridge 

THE SQUEALING PIG (566-6651), 134-138 Smith St., Boston 

THE STRAND (401-272-0444), 79 Washington St., Providence, Ri 
THE STREET (508-872-5533), at Polly Esta’s, 220 Worcester 
Framingham 

SUGAR SHACK (351-2510), 1 Boylston P!., Bostor 
SWEETWATER CAFE (351-2515), 5 Boyiston Pi., Boston 

THE TAM (277-0982), 299 Harvard St., Brookline 

TAPROOM LOUNGE (523-8383), at the Commonwealth Brewing 
Company, 138 Portland St., Boston 

THIRSTY SCHOLAR PUB (497-2294), 70 Beacon St., Somerville 
THE TIMES (357-TIME), 112 Broad St., Bosto 

TIR NA NOG (628-4300), 366A Somerville Ave., Union S 
Somerville 

TOAD (497-4950), 1912 Mass. Ave., Porter Sq., Cambridge 

TOP OF THE HUB (536-1775), 52nd Floor, Prudential Tower 
Boston 

TOWN LINE LOUNGE (781-322-2101), Rte. 99, Malden 
TRATTORIA IL PANINO (338-1000), 295 Franklin St., Boston 

T.T. THE BEAR’S PLACE (492-BEAR), 10 Brookline St., Central 
Sq., Cambndge 

UFI COFFEE LOUNGE (978-372-9660), 246 Winter St., Haverhill 
UPSTAIRS LOUNGE (703-7364), 65 Causeway St., Boston 
WALDO'S (536-6300), at J.C. Hillary's, 793 Boylston St., Boston 
WALLY’S CAFE (424-1408), 427 Mass. Ave., Boston 
WATERWORKS (689-0600), Victory Rd. at Marina Bay, Quincy 
WELLFLEET BEACHCOMBER (508-349-6055), Cahoon Hollow 
Beach, Wellfleet 

WESTERN FRONT (492-7772), 343 Western Ave., Cambridge 
WINTHROP PLAYHOUSE (539-1175), 60 Hermon St., Winthrop. 
WONDER BAR (351-COOL), 186 Harvard Ave., Allston 

X (726-7600), 148 State St., Boston. 

THE YARD ROCK (472-9383), 132 East Howard St., Quincy 
YERARDI'S (965-9848), 418 Watertown St., Newton. 
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THE ORIGINAL 


THURSDAY DECEMBER 17 10PM 


AWARD WINNING GOSPEL BRUNCH: Rev. Lee Mitcheil & Friends 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20 - 10AM 
| MONDAY, DECEMBER 21 9PM _ 18+ 


NOON - 2PM 


CHRIS McDERMOTT lis OKtoR OO Ved 
& HIS WILD COMBO Tea NSS NAVE Tay t as 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18 10PM 
96 WINTHROP $1 


arecana SONNY 


ADVANCE TIX - 4 2 | 


1S = £6) BD oh. 


SATURDAY DECEMBER 26 
“AY RDAY MATINEE 
TAYLORMADE Mohn aan yeah on Showcase | 
SUNDAY DECEMBER 27 
PRINCES OF 
~ BABYLON 
NEW YEAR'S EVE! 
MICHELLE 
WILLSON 
MIKE WELCH 
SHEMEKIA 
>i de Borgel 


PAUL RISHELL & 
ANNIE RAINES BAND | 


SUNDAY, DECEMBER 20 
Private Event 


The Best Live 
New Music Club 
in Cambridge 


10 Brookline St., 
Cambridge, MA 
All Shows 18+ 
492-BEAR 

Thursday, Dec 17th 
RESOLVE ¢ BETTY GOO 
PENNYWHEEL ¢ BARN 


Friday, Dec Mi 


A THE VEXVOIIS * POPGUN PRIN he 


Saturday, Dec 19th 
Sunday, Dec 27th 
WBON & Tremont Ae Present The Noise Holiday Invitational: THI ANONYMOUS RIC D 


GIVER STAR & THE JUKEBOX ANGELS . 

THERED TELEPHONE © TUGROAT ANNE fapegpge ROO WE CLINICS M3 

THEPFER GROUP» GIGOLO AUNTS (te nocsaminn- ee negra 
SUGAR TWINS» BG RAY & THE FUTURAS» MAX [Sass ot cs 


Sunday, Dec 20th eee COMING eee 


4 HEADS DEEP « THE HEARDE faaaaerinrerrarcenet samesanoinal 


Sugar Daddy, Sweet Mama Thunder 


The , Crem . 
JERICHO * GRASSHOPPER GREEN (lst Reali 


Wednesday, Dos 2304 Some - FREE 
TT’S HOUDAY PARTY WITH 
THE BUCKTONES 
GIFT RAFFLE & HOUDAY MUNCHIES 
Thursday, Dec 24th & Friday Dec 25th 


CLOSED..HAPPY HOUDAYS 


Saturday, Dec 26th 


Monday, Dec 21st 19 Benefit for “Georges Auto” flim w/ The Racketeers, 
SIN CAFE 1/15 Ms. Pigeon, Make Lisa Rich, Cheerteadr. 
& Piranha Brothers 
931-2000  http:/rwww.ticketmaster.com | 1/28 OK 97's, The Shods & Scrimshanders 


STONE SOUP POETRY: OPEN READINGS WITH FEATURES 8 Ball Shifter, The Cretins, Osciators (prop auction, 
Evelyn Forever 
6 
SKY PIECE © JENG |" srwremnwe 
Visit TT’s Website http://www.tiac.net/users/ttbears * Call 492-0082 


trailor screening, “Georges Auto” souvenirs) 
Tuesday, Dec 22nd 
1/16 Last Stand CD release with Dogmatics 
tickets available at BERGA The Nines, Heidi 





Look for the Phoenix’s Guide to First Night 
in Next Week’s Issue! 





TIA cea a meta | VEDNESDAY DECEMBER 23 


TUESDAY DECEMBER 22 9PM 18+ 
m' 


BACARDI BLUES JAM 
PRESENTS 


RICKY “KING” RUSSELL 
SMOKEY BLUES GROOVES 


9PM 18+ 


THE 


JELLYROLLERS 


THURSDAY DECEMBER 24 10PM 
HAPPY HOLIDAYS 


CLOSED CHRISTMAS EVE AT 5PM 
& CHRISTMAS DAY 


HEIDI 


FRLDECEMBER 18 
ROCKABILLY W/ 


RA ING TEENS 


BOURBANAIRES 
THE KONKS 


SAT DECEMBER 19 
TOYS FOR TOTS BENEFIT W/ 


NEON JESUS 
SONS OF KYUSS 
SCHOOL OF ASSASINS 
SAT DECEMBER 26 
APE HANGERS 
HANK 
THURS DECEMBER 31 
ROCKETT BAND 
MEGALOPOLIS 
HUMMER 
SAT JANUARY 2 
POOR JIM 
BOYS ATTIC 
THREE PER CENT 


-ct 3p Booze * heap ¢ overs 
Bil thards 22 Beers or if 
Linwood feta ile 
267- e644. 

Of Boyist ‘ arket 


$ FREE PARK 


LIGHT. 


STRATTON Warm-up 
Party TONIGHT (1217) at 


Boston Beer Garden 


734 E. Broadway (at L St.) * South Boston * 269.0990 


WIN lift tickets for the WFIWX 


event at Stratto 
this weekend! 


f 


VT 


Ald other great prizes at our Snoriders warm-up 
| party TONIGHT (12/17) at Boston Beer Garden in §. Boston 
Coors Light specials and giveaways, 
plus Julie Kramer spinning ‘FX alternative tunes from 
7pm-9pm with cool prizes and lift tickets galore! 


Join the Coors Light/WFNX Snoriders this weekend at 
Stratton, Vermont! Call 617.859.3326 for recorded info! 
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Continued from page 30 





Worcester 


Twitch 


ESPRESSO BAR, 
Harlequin, Molasses 3000 
Boy, Asphorcid, Lackadasic 

FOUR COURTS, Dedham. Catunes 
GILREIN'S, Worcester 







Troy Gonyea 
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& the Premiers 

THE GOOD LIFE, Boston 
Parker 

GRAND CANAL, Boston. Walrus 
GREEN ACRES, Ashland. Risk 
GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. Second 


Story 


Karin 


107R Union St 
Newton Ctr. MA 02159 964-6684 





NEW YEAR’S EVE: 


SLIPKNOT 


http://www.unionst.con/attic.html 
















my 


“AMERICAN REGIONAL CUISINE” 





UNIQUES 


ROCK POP 8:30PM 
HIP SOCKET 


10:30PM 














7:30PM - 11:30PM 


TAM JAZZ JAM 


W/TRUDY SANDHAUS 


Evening Jazz 7:30pm. - 






Jazz Brunch 11:30am. 















ronan 
58 Brighton Ave. 
Allston, MA 






concert line 





Thursday. December 17 
VYKKI VOX, BEN SWIFT, 
WORLD OF FREAKS 


Friday, December 18 


MEMPHIS TRAIN 


WITH SPECIAL GUESTS 
MICHIGAN BLACK SNAKE 


Saturday, December 19 
YOUNG NEAL & THE VIPERS 
Sunday, December 20 
ROCKETT BAND 
Monday, December 21 


INVISIBLE JET 


Tuesday, December 2: 


ANOTHER PLANET 
& FRIENDS 


Wednesday, December 23 
BARK LIKE A DOG 


Thursday, December 24 


HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
CLOSED 




















































Friday, December 25 


HAPPY HOLIDAYS 


CLUB OPENS AT 7PM 


Saturday, December 26 


TEXAS FLOOD 
WITH JEFF PITCHELL 
SPECIAL GuesT WEST END BLUES BAND 


NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY 
WITH: ~ 


ENTRAIN 


TICKETS NOW ON SALE 
AT HARPER'S FERRY 
fer.) i Ming. | ei 5) - ete). ml, lek 



























I'd rather be in the 
Common Ground! 








GIOVANI MULTONI| & DAN WEINER 


17:30pm 


JON HAZILLA TRIO 


3:30pm 




























299 HARVARD ST. 


COOLIDGE CORNER 
BROOKLINE + 277-0982 


BIG & PHAT JAZZ 
ORCHESTRA 


Directed by DANIEL IAN SMITH 


MIRIAM HYMAN 



























WED 12/23 







JOEL PRESS TRIO 

















GREEN DRAGON, Boston. 4 on the 
Floor 

HARPERS FERRY, Allston 
Neal & the Vipers 


Young 


THE HARP, Boston. Zo Tim 
Crandall 

HIBERNIA, Boston Euro and 
Mediterranean Night.” 

IMPROV ASYLUM THEATER, 


Boston. Grace Chung 

JIMMY MAC'S AT THE BEANPOT, 
Boston. Jim Plunkett 

JOHNNY D'S, Somerville. Ibrahima 
JOHN STONE'S INN, Ashland 
Bedrock 

JOY BOSTON, Boston. High energy 





aaa TOI 


Restaurant and Pub 


Thursday December 17° 
DJ Alex: spins the best of 
the 70’s, 80’s, and 90’s 
Friday December 18" 

DJ Alex 

Saturday December 19” 
Customer Appreciation Night 
with DJ Alex 
SP now booking holiday parties 


112 Broad Street * Boston 
357-TIME * www.times-pub.com 








ALL ROADS LEAD TO 


“DECEMBER 18TH 
A PUMPKIN PIE PRODUCTION 
WITH: 

ELECTRIC DEATH CONGRESS 
PSYCHOTIC LARRY 
CHOPPA 
*DECEMBER 19TH 
THE CHRISTMAS SHOW 
WITH: 

VERNA TURBELANCE 
MING VASE 
@DECEMBER 20TH 


THE FASHION COLT 


426-8902 ¢ 79 Broadway 
Behind 57 * Howard Johnsons 





























Thurs. Dec. 17 
LOS ALTER BOYZ 
ACOUSTIC SALSA 
FEAT. GIANCARLO BUSCAGLIA 

Fri. Dec. 18 


TARBOX RAMBLERS 


Sat. Dec. 19 
BALATON Featurine 
GIANCARLO BUSCAGLIA | 


TANGO / SALSA 


Sun. Dec. 20 


CLOSED FOR PRIVATE PARTY 
Mon. Dec 21 


A JUMBO NUTCRACKER 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 


Tue. Dec. 22 
MAGICIANS & SPIRITS asic 
Wed. Dec. 23 
VIBE WISE «rtcoae) 


280 GREEN STREET, CAMBRIDGE 
(G17) 876-1655 














TOWN LINE LOUNGE 


New England's Hottest 
Rock/Dance Bands 
Rt. 99, Malden, MA 

(781)322-2101 
DEC.18-19 FRI-SAT 
Fortune 

(Classic Rock) 
DEC.26-27 SAT-SUN 


LAST LAUGH 
(Rock Alternative) 


DEC 31. THURS 


NEW YEAR’S EVE 
PARTY FEATURING: 
MIXED NUTS 
(Rock Alternative) 
$10 PER PERSON INCLS: 
PARTY FAVORS AND 
CHAMPAGNE TOAST AT MIDNIGHT. 
RESERVE NOW! 
PLENTY OF FREE PARK- 
ING! ONLY $4 COVER 
CHARGE FRI-SAT NITES! 
IN BY 9:30 (no cover!) 








GREAT MUSIC 4 NIGHTS A WEEK 











W: Los Huevos 


TR: MIKE BARRET 


X-RATED FUNNYMANIE 
CAT: LIVE MucIC 


NEVER A COVERI 
124-1236.Smity St 
Boston 617.566.6651 








Need to Make Plans for 


the Weekend? Eight Days a 


Week Makes Planning 
Easy. Turn to Page 3! 





217 joint chiefs 


218 chuck 

218 the lemmings 
1220 dj ren justice 

1t23_ what a way to go-go 


REAT FOOD, 7 DAYS A WEEK 


COMMON GROUND 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

barand grill | 
| 





vey 85 yarvard ave, Allston 783-2071 | 


global house with DJ Felix; “Greek 
Night,” live Bazuki with Privé 

KARMA CLUB, Boston 
Life,” deep house 


KENDALL CAFE, Cami 


Hummer Mind 


Elements of 


a 
the Gap Duke 
Daniels, Chappy 
KINVARA PUB, Aliston. Lulus 
Crisis 
LINWOOD GRILLE, Boston. “Toys for 
Tr with Neon 


Jesus, Sor 


ts Benefit 
f Kyuss, School of Assassins 

THE LIVING ROOM, Providence, RI 
Freak Show 

LUPO'S HEARTBREAK HOTEL, 


Providence, RI. Agents, Nonions 


M-80, Boston. “Original Eurohaus 
with DJ Eddie K; “Latinhaus” with DJ 
J.C 


MAMA KIN, Boston. Front Room 
Vibrasoul, Red Willow. Playhouse 
‘Millenium,” funk, R&B, house, and 
disco with DJs Bruno and 
Mastermillions 

MERCURY BAR, Boston. House and 























WESTERN FRONT, Cambridge 
Kolors 

WONDER BAR, Allston. Rusty Scott 
Quartet 

X, Boston. DJ Mike Lynch 


THE YARD ROCK, Quincy. John 
Putnam & Used Blues 
SUNDAY 20 

See Club Directory for phone num 


bers and addresses 

ARIA, Boston. “International Night 
AS220, Providence, RI. “Pork Chop 
Lounge Variety Show 
AURORA, Boston. “Ginseng,” 
house, hip hop, and reggae 
AVALON, Boston. “Gay Night” and 
NY-Style House/Hi-N-R-G Music” 
with DJ Darrin Friedman 

AXIS, Boston. “Gay Night,” ‘80s and 
90s with DJ Tom Dellahunt 

THE BEACHCOMBER, Quincy. At 
2:30 p.m., Fenian Sons. At 5:30 p.m., 
Joe Moriety & the Irish Beat. At 9 
p.m., Clique 


soulful 








Dancing.” 
JOHN STONE'S INN, Ashland. At 
11:30 a.m., “Sunday Jazz Brunch” 
with John Stone's Jazz Duo & Fay 
Whittaker. At 8 p.m., “Blues Jam” with 
Pete Henderson 

JOY BOSTON, Boston. “Sabura 
Cape Verdean and Zukus with DJ 
Vito 

KENDALL CAFE, 


Hellcountry” with Jim & Jennie’s Pi 


Cambridge 
Barons 

LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge 
Poetry Jam” with Jeff Robinson Trio 
MAMA KIN, Boston. Front Room 
Nineteen. Playhouse: At 6 p.m 
Atmosphere,” underground house 
with DJ Bruno. At 10:30 p.m 
‘Electric Boogaloo,” old school and 
break dancing 

MET CAFE, Providence, RI. Mad Not 
Crazy, Dementia Praecox, MDM 
MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs 
Wicked Farleys, Lynx, Jetpack 
Broadcaster. Downstairs: “Jazz Night” 






























ae 









SATURNALIA STRING TRIO WITH DANIEL CARTER plays Saturday at 


Bad Girrls studio. 


techno with DJ Dustin Kincaid 
MET CAFE, Providence, RI. Brunt of 


vine ves 
MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs 


Pretty Chair 


Drunk Stuntmen 
Electric Blue & the Cosmic Truth 


>wnstairs: Grov 


o 


C 
lackout. Corner: P 


w 


anana 
sinrle 


MIDWAY CAFE amaica Plain 


I 


MR. DOOLEY’S TAVERN, 8 


R . 
OLE MEXICAN GRILLE, Cambridge 
Amber, Sandi Hammond, Pat Burtis 
O'MALLEE'S, Newburyport. Mike 
OXYGEN, Sa li 
les party; “U ind.” techno 
1ance ptowr Janc 4 
1e 7 and S Officers 


Club/Barflys,” Latino night 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge 
Boom Boom Room," disco with DJ 
Vinny 

PLANTATION CLUB DRAFTHOUSE, 
Worcester. Clutch Grabwell 
PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge 
Tobin Bridge 

Q NIGHTCLUB, Boston. Asian night 
with DJ Anthony 

THE RACK, Boston. Code 51 
RHYTHM & SPICE CARIBBEAN 
GRILL, Cambridge. Island Vibes 

RIO GRANDE CAFE, Marblehead 
Johnny Ray & the Hot Rod DeVilles 
RIRA, Boston. Top-40 and hip hop 
with Tim Collins 

ROOSEVELT'S, Salem. Mutha's 
Mistake. 

THE ROXY, Boston. Top 40 and club 
classics with DJs Paul Allaire and 
Adelson Macado 

SCHRAUTY’S, Weymouth. K.G.B 

SIR MORGAN'S COVE, Worcester 

Downchild, Chinstrap, Pathetics 

SIT 'N BULL PUB, Maynard. Help! 

SLADES, Boston. John Doughtery 

Trio 

SWEETWATER CAFE, Boston 

Dance with DJs Gabe, Rich Conte, 

and Tim Collins 

THE TAM, Brookline 

Moltoni Group 

TOAD, Cambridge. Gonzalo Silva 

TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Chris 

Taylor Trio with Allan Chase. 

TOWN LINE LOUNGE, Malden. 

Fortune. 

TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston. 

‘70s, '80s, and '90s with DJ Zino; pro- 

gressive, top-40, club, and interna- 

tional with DJ Steve Anderson. 

T.T. THE BEAR'S PLACE, 

Cambridge. “The Noise Holiday 

Invitational” with Silver Star & the 

Jukebox Angels, Red Telephone, 

New Jersey Guitar Army, Sugar 

Twins, Peer Group, Max, Big Ray & 

the Futuras. 

VINCENT’S NIGHTCLUB, Randolph. 

Dancing with DJ Lady B. 

WALLY’'S CAFE, Boston. 

Lamkin Quintet. 

WATCH CITY BREWING COMPANY, 

Waltham. “Seisiun Night.” 


Giovanni 


John 





2 Plain. Mark 


BELLA LUNA, Jamaic 


r 
Michae & HO silberg, Benign & B- 


BILL'S BAR, Boston 
Sunday Xmas Showcase” with DJ K- 
Don and featuring Dub Station 

BLACKBURN TAVERN, Gloucester 
At 11:30 a.m 


Reggae 


Sunday Brunch” with 





Anthony Weller Jazz Duo 
BOB THE CHEF'S, Boston. At 11 
with Sonn 


a.m Jazz Brunch y 





Watson Quartet 
BRENDAN BEHAN PUB, Jamaica 


Plain. Memphis Rockabilly 


BREW MOON BOSTON, Boston. At 


1 a.m azz Brunch’ with Ellen 


Cantarow 


BREW 


MOON BRAINTREE, 
Braintree. At 11 a.m., “Jazz Brunch” 
with Matt Berlin 
BREW MOON’ CAMBRIDGE, 
Cambridge. At 11 a.m., “Jazz Brunch 


h OCisetral Tra 
with Quetzal Jazz Trio 


BREW MOON SAUGUS, Saugus. At 


11 a.m., “Jazz Brunch” with Skip 
Smith Trio 

BULLFINCH'S, Sudbury. At 11 a.m., 
Jim Porcella. At 6:30 p.m., Bombay 
Jim & the Sapphires 

THE BURREN, Somerville 
Winterboy 


CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, 
Cambridge. “Blues Jam” with Little 
Joe Cook 

CARAVAN CLUB, Revere. Angelico 
CHAPS, Boston. “T-Dance,” old 
school house with DJ Danae 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. At 3 
p.m., “Live In-the-Round” with Nathan 
Thompson Band, Dogwood Moon, 
James O'Brien, Dana Lipp. At 7:30 
p.m., Lorranie & Bennett Hamond. 
CLUB STELLA, Brighton. At 11 a.m., 
“Jazz Brunch” with Crossover Jazz. 
At 10 p.m., “Haitian Night"; “Steamy 
Sundays.” 

COLONIAL INN, Concord. Mike 
Tebo 

DICK'S LAST RESORT, Boston. At 
10:30 a.m., “Gospel Brunch” with 
Evelyn McDonald Gospel Group. At 7 
p.m., Rob Gonzalez 

DRUID PUB, Cambridge. At 5:30 
p.m., “Traditional Seisun” with Shay 
Walker & Friends. 

ESPRESSO BAR, Worcester. 
Piecemeal, Die My Will, Nothing 
Remains, Aftershock. 

GARGOYLE’S ON THE SQUARE, 
Somerville. Jane Gang. 

GILES CAFE, Salem. “Open Blues 
Jam.” 

GILREIN’S, Worcester. “Blues jam” 
with Dwight Perry. 

GLENN'S RESTAURANT & COOL 
BAR, Newburyport. Krisanthi Pappas. 
THE GOOD LIFE, Boston. “All-Star 
Jam Session.” 

GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. Inchcore. 
IPSWICH BAY BAR & GRILL, 
Ipswich. “Jazz at the Bay” with 
Gemini Trio. 

JACOB MARLEY'S, Marblehead. 
John Ritzo. 

JOHNNY D'S, Somerville. At 4:30 
p.m., “Blues Jam.” At 9 p.m., “Swing 








with David Gross with Dan Decheli 


Nate McBr de and Kurt Newton 


gt with Lawrence Cook & Paul 
herty. Corner: Shoe Shine Boy 


MIDWAY CAFE, Jamaica Plain. Vibe 
Wise 


O'MALLEE’S, Newburyport. Whelan 
& Dunlea 

OXYGEN, Saugus Officers 
Club/Barflys,” Latino night 


PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge 
with DJs D 


PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. Ray 


Swell nO and Fredrika 


rvair Trio 
va 


RIRA, Bo 


ston. Tehcno and ho 
with DJ Tim Ryan 
RYLES, Cambridge. At 10 a.m 
Brunch 
SHOOTERS, Quincy Center. “Open 
Mic” with Ted Lyon 


SIR MORGAN'S COVE, Worcester 
Mental Giant, Woodgrain Theory 
SLADES, Boston. Qd-Up 
SUGAR SHACK, Boston 
with DJs Gabe and Perry 
THE TAM, Brookline. At 11:30 a.m 
Jazz Brunch" with Jon Hazilla Trio 
At 7:30 p.m., “Jazz Jam” with Trudy 
Sandhaus 

TIR NA NOG, Somerville. “Traditional 
Irish Seisiun” with Patsy Whelan & 
Joe Mawn 

TOAD, Cambridge. Jess Klein 

TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Diana 
Fischer Duo 

TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston 
“International Night" with DJs Nino, 
Antoine, Giulano, and Giovanni. 

T.T. THE BEAR'S PLACE, 
Cambridge. Jericho, Grasshopper 
Green. 

UPSTAIRS LOUNGE, Boston 
“Swingin’ Sundays” with DJ Big 
Daddy. 

WALLY'S CAFE, Boston. At 3 p.m., 

“Jam Session.” At 9 p.m., “Jazz 

Fusion.” 

WONDER BAR, Alliston. Edwardo 

Tancredi's Latin Trio 

THE YARD ROCK, Quincy. At 3 p.m 

“Under 21 Blues Jam” with Jeff Costa 

At 8 p.m. “Boston's Best Blues Jam” 

with Steve Murphy. 


MONDAY 21 


See Club Directory for phone num- 
bers and addresses. 

AURORA, Boston. At 4 p.m., 
“Atmosphere,” deep house, hip hop, 
loft, and soul with DJ Bruno. 

AXIS, Boston. “Static” drag show with 
DJ Jay Ine and Mizery. 

BELLA LUNA, Jamaica Plain. Nick 


Industry 


Cudahy Trio. 
BLACK ROSE, Boston. Kevin Farley. 
BULLFINCH’S, Sudbury. Paul 


Broadnax & Peter Kontrimas. 

THE BURREN, Somerville. “Set 
Dancing” with Ger Cooney. 

CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, 
Cambridge. At 8 p.m., “Open Mike” 
with Geoff Bartley. At 9:30 p.m., 
Nathan Thompson Band. 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. “LFP 
Productions’ R&B Night.” 

CLUB STELLA, Brighton. “House 

















Music.” 

DICK'S LAST RESORT, Boston 
Beantown Bar Band 

GILES CAFE, Salem. “Acid Cabaret.” 
GILREIN’S, Worcester. “Jazz Jam" 
with Main South All-Stars featuring 
Lou Terriciano 

GREEN BRIAR, Brighton 
Sessiun.” 
JACQUES, Boston 
Americans 

JOHNNY D'S, Somerville. “Swing 
Dancing” with Mickey Bones & the 


“Irish 


Rick Berlin 


Jump Crew 

KARMA CLUB, Boston “La 
Discothéque.” 

KENDALL CAFE, Cambridge 
Brendan Murray 

LIZARD LOUNGE, Cambridge 
Fringe. . 

MAMA KIN, Boston. “Monsta 


Monday” with Blood Mask, Triple 
Stage Darkness 

MERCURY BAR, Boston. “Cafe Olé,” 
acid jazz, house, and Euro with DJs 
Felix and Andres 

MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs 
Sector 98, Our Man Paul, Joe Cool, 
Den of Thieves. Corner: Joe Harvard. 
PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. Mr 
Airplane Man. 

PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston. Dave 
Smyth. 

THE RACK, Boston. Code 51. 
SLADES, Boston. Qd-Up. 

THE TAM, Brookline. Big & Phat Jazz 
Orchestra. 

TIR NA NOG, Somerville. Vinal Ave 
String Band. 

TOAD, Cambridge. Tim Gearan Band, 
Mr. Airplane Man 

TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Diana 
Fischer Duo 


WALLY'S CAFE, Boston. Jose 
Ramos Special Blend Band 
WONDER BAR, Allston. Johnny 


Horner & Joe McMahon 


TUESDAY 22 


See Club Directory for phone num 
bers and addresses 

AS220, Providence, RI. At 7 p.m., 
Brock Dechristopher Trio. At 9 p.m., 
Hal Crook Trio 

BILL'S BAR, Boston “Phatt 
Tuesday,” old school hip hop, funk, 
and soul with DJ Chaos 


BISHOP’S PUB, Boston. “Lounge 
Hang.” 
BLACKTHORNE TAVERN, S 


Easton. “Christmas Songs” with Judy 
Pavadore 

CAFE BEAUJOLAIS, Gloucester 
Chamber Jazz 

CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, 
Cambridge. “Bluegrass Pickin’ Party.” 
CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NAT- 
ICK, Natick. “Jazz Jam on Main St.” 
with Doug Rich Trio 

CHAPS, Boston. Retro with DJs Dan 
and Conrad. 


CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. “Open 
Mike In-the Round.” 
CLUB STELLA, Brighton. “Open 


Mike” with Sid the Kid. 

COLONIAL INN, Concord. Billy 
Garzone. 

DICK'S LAST RESORT, Boston. 
Lemmings. 

DODGE STREET BAR & GRILL, 
Salem. Fats Hammond. 

GILES CAFE, Salem. Jesse. 

GREEN STREET GRILL, Cambridge. 
“Magicians and Spirits,” cabaret-style 
magic show. 

HARPERS FERRY, Allston. Another 
Planet. 

HIBERNIA, Boston. 
Zabumbatuq. 
JACOB MARLEY'S, Marblehead 
“Irish Seisun.” 

JOHNNY D’S, Somerville. Old Lime 
Night. 

THE KELLS, Allston. “Acoustic Open 
Mic” with Gary Gore. 

KENDALL CAFE, Cambridge. Mystic 
Highway, David Clare. 

MAMA KIN, Boston. “Ska Tuesday” 
with Section 8. 

MAN RAY, Cambridge. 
“L’Eclectique,” music from the '20s to 
‘90s. 

McGANN’S, Boston. Slainte. 

MET CAFE, Providence, Ri. Grow. 


“Quizamba” with 


TUGBOAT ANNIE plays the Noise Invitational at T.T. the Bear's 


Saturday. 





MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs 
Never Never, Statue Factor, Eric 
Gaffney, Fashion Colt. Corner 
Gonzalo Silva. 

MIDWAY CAFE, Jamaica Plain 
“Open Jam” with Tam Lawlor 
OXYGEN, Saugus. “Adult Singles 
Dance Party,” top-40 music 
PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge 
“Honeycomb,” drum 'n bass, acid 
jazz, trip hop, easy tune, bossa nova 
lounge, samba, and funk with DJ Dale 
Charles 

PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge 
Coffeehouse Brass 

THE RACK, Boston. Code 51 

THE TAM, Brookline. Miriam Hyman 
& Dan Weiner 

TOAD, Cambridge. Whitey Bulgers, 
lan Kennedy. 

TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Chris 
Taylor Trio. 

TURNER FISHERIES AT THE WEST- 
IN, Boston. Mark Kross 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. Wally's 
Stepchildren. 

WONDER BAR, Allston. Helen Sung 
Trio 

THE YARD ROCK, Quincy. “Really 
Big Jam” with Peter Malick. 


WEDNESDAY 23 


See Club Directory for phone num 
bers and addresses 

ACTON JAZZ CAFE, Acton 
“Acoustic Open Mike” with Hewitt 
Huntwork. 

ARIA, Boston. Greek night with DJ 
Rafi. 

AURORA, Boston. “Da Bomb,” hip 
hop, reggae, R&B, and house with 
DJs Bruno, Mastermillions, and K.C 
AXIS, Boston. “Sessionz,” drum 'n 
bass with DJs Al Fougy & Bludshot 
BAY TOWER ROOM, Boston. Darin 
Ames & His Little Big Band 

BILL’S BAR, Boston. “Funk and 


Groove Night,” with DJ Tim Collins 
and featuring Groove Hounds, Sugar 
Daddy 

BISHOP'S PUB, Boston. “Lounge 
Hang.” 

BLACKTHORNE TAVERN, S 
Easton. “Acoustic Open Mic” with 
Mark Purcell 


CANTAB LOUNGE/THIRD RAIL, 
Cambridge. “Blues Jam” with Little 
Joe Cook 

CARAVAN CLUB, Revere. Joe Mack 
Band 

CHAPS, Boston. Latino night with DJ 
Conrad 

CLUB STELLA, Brighton. Karana 
CLUB 3, Somerville. “Salsa Night” 
with Ajidewe Son 

COLONIAL INN, Concord. Jimmy 
Mazzy & the Last Minute Men 
COMMON GROUND, Alliston. “What a 
Way to Go-Go,” Brit-pop and mod 
with DJ Vin 

DICK’S LAST RESORT, Boston 
Beantown Bar Band 

GILES CAFE, Salem. “Hoot Night 
Open Mike” hosted by Russ Lawton. 
GILREIN'S, Worcester. J.B. & the 
Activators 

G LOUNGE, Boston. Adrian Ross/Min 
Han Trio 


GREEN BRIAR, Brighton. Velvet 
Krush 

HARPERS FERRY, Allston. Bark Like 
a Dog. 

IRISH EMBASSY PUB, Boston 
Machinery Hall. 


JACQUES, Boston. “Amateur Talent 
Night” with Melinda Wilson & Stefanie 
White. 

JIMMY’S HARBORSIDE RESTUAR- 
ANT, Boston. Bobby Weatherby. 
JOHN STONE’S INN, Ashland. 
“Christmas Party” with John Burrows. 
KARMA CLUB, Boston. “Sessions,” 
drum 'n bass with DJs Al Fougy, 
Bludshot, Static, and Timestretch. 
THE KELLS, Allston. Gordie Milne. 
KENDALL CAFE, Cambridge. “Open 
Mic” with Leanne featuring Avram 


Lavinsky. 

M-80, Boston. “Gotham,” NY house 
and hip hop. 

MAMA KIN, Boston. “Xmas” with 
Syphiloids. 


McGANN’S, Boston. “Matt's Acoustic 
Guitar Circus.” 


MERCURY BAR, Boston. “Kefi,” tradi- 
tional Greek music with DJ Yorgos 
MET CAFE, Providence, RI. Glass 
Attic, Stereotypes, By Janus 
MIDDLE EAST, Cambridge. Upstairs 
Krakow, Waltzing Matilda, Huxley 
Superhinge. Downstairs: Ohm, Schoo 
of Assassins, Lo-Phat, We're Al 
Gonna Die. Corner: “Belly Dancing 
MIDWAY CAFE, 
Donovan 
O'MALLEE'S, Newburyport. Whelan 
& Duniea 

PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge 


house, trance, jungle, and hit 


amaica Plain 


Deep 
hop with DJs Caseroc & Shalako 


PLOUGH & STARS, Cambridge. Bad 
Art Ensemble 
PURPLE SHAMROCK, Boston 


Randy Vera 

THE RACK, Boston. Code 51 

RIRA, Boston. “Radio.” 

RYLES, Cambridge. Brazillian Night 
with Carlos Rocha Quartet 

SIR MORGAN'S COVE, Worcester 
Seven Hill Psychos, My Brother 
Zebulon, Satellite 

SIT 'N BULL PUB, Maynard 
Earthquakers 

SUGAR SHACK, Boston. “City” house 
with DJs Tim Ryan and Andrea Rossi 
hip-hop and funk with DJ Chaos 

THE TAM, Brookline. Rusty Scott 
Trio 

TOAD, Cambridge. Hot Tamale Brass 
Band 


TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Chris 
Taylor Trio 

TRATTORIA IL PANINO, Boston 
“Greek Night.” 

T.T. THE BEAR'S’ PLACE, 
Cambridge. “Holiday Party” with 
Bucktones 


TURNER FISHERIES AT THE WEST- 
IN, Boston. Mark Kross 

WALLY’S CAFE, Boston. Wally 
Stepchildren 

WESTERN FRONT, Cambridge 
Extreme Jazz 


WONDER BAR, Allston Blan 


Trio 
THURSDAY 24 
See Club Directory for phone num 


bers and addresses 

AVALON, Boston. “Matzo Bal! 
Eurohouse with DJ Manolo 

AXIS, Boston. “Chrome,” house, pro- 
gressive house, and trance with DJs 
John Debo and Buro Ajami; “Bar 13,” 
soul, phunk, and house with DJ 
Chaos 

BLACKBURN TAVERN, Gloucester 
“Open Mike” with Jabberwocky 

THE BURREN, Somerville. Goodfoot 
CITY OASIS, Attleboro. Dave Conti 
JIMMY'S HARBORSIDE RESTUAR- 
ANT, Boston. Bobby Weatherby 
KARMA CLUB, Boston. House and 
hip hop with DJ Bruno 

LUPO'S HEARTBREAK HOTEL, 
Providence, RI. Bressler’'s Klezmer 
Allstars 

McGANN’S, Boston. 5 Helena 
PHOENIX LANDING, Cambridge 
“Heavenly Groovy,” funky, groovy 
disco house with DJs Gregory Zemour 
& Demi Diggler 

SLADES, Boston. Jazz Report 

TOP OF THE HUB, Boston. Chris 
Taylor Trio. 

WALLY’'S CAFE, Boston 
Jazz.” 

WESTERN FRONT, Cambridge. Pure 
Funk. 

WONDER BAR, 
Langford Quartet 


“Latin 


Allston. Grant 





THURSDAY 17 


See Club Directory for phone num 
bers and addresses 

ANGELICA’'S RESTAURANT, 
Middleton. “The Godfather's Surprise 
50th Comedy Birthday Party.” 

BACK ALLEY THEATRE, Cambridge 


“Sitcom.” ImprovBoston 
COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston 
Continued on page 34 





Place on 





«VICTORY RECORDS TOUR: 


UZ] 261 MAIN STREET - WORCESTER, MA 


Advance tickets available at all Strawberries Record Stores. To 
Call ProTix at (800) 477-6849. For information and directions call ( 


THE DUCKY BOYS 
UP M, and 30 SECONDS OVER TOKYO 


ST F iOHNS AD 


149 CHESTNUT STREET - CLINTON, MA 


Advance tickets available at all Strawberries Record Stores. To To charge 
Call ProTix at (800) 477-6849. For information and directions call (9 see 908s 


presented by MassConcerts 





salts 


system of a down 
spineshank 








IGHT OF FUNKY GROOVY 
DISCO & HOUSE 


W/ Dh GREG ZEMOR (rans) 
DEM! DIGGLER jenw0) 


FRL. 


DJ TIM COLL! 
DISCO, TOP 40 


DEC. 18 


SAL. DEC. 19 
BOOM BOOM ROOM 
W/ DJ VINNY 
SUN. DEC. 20 
SWELL 
W/OD! DINO & SPECIAL GUEST XANTHUS 
IVES. DEC 22 
HONEY 
W/D) DALE CHARLES & MATT-ELOVE 
WED. DEC 23 
CASEROC & SHILAKO 


FRL DEC 25 


DJ TIM COLLINS 
CHECK OUT ue enstandi 
www.erols.com Oenix ScoSe 


512 Massachusetts Ave. 
_ Cambridge, MA * 70000 


NS 








912 MASS AVE. 
CAMBRIDGE 
492-9653 
441-3455 


THE LUNE 


Fri, Dec. 18 


GRITS 


Sat., Dec. 19 


TOBIN BRIDGE 


Sun., Dec. 20 


RAY CORVAIR TRIO 


Mon., Dec. 21 


MR. AIRPLANE MAN 


Tues., Dec. 22 


COFFEEHOUSE BRASS 


Wed., Dec. 23 


BAD ART ENSEMBLE 


SERVING LUNCH EVERYDAY 
Weekdays 11:30-2:30/Sat & Sun 12-3 


SOCCER EVERY SATURDAY 








This Friday, December 19 ¢ $7 


THE AGENTS 
NONIONS 
Every Saturday © $5 © 10pm 
DANCE 955 
PARTY WBRU 


This Saturday, December 26 ¢ $10 


HATEBREED 


SKARHEAD 
ALL OUT WAR 


Thursday, December 31 © $10 
New Year's Eve at the Met 


KILGORE 


Friday, January 1 © $13.50 


BEAUSOLEIL 


AVEC 
MICHAEL DOUCET 


Friday, January 8 ¢ $8 


THE MACHINE 


PINK FLOYD TRIBUTE 
Friday, January 15 ¢ $12 


DRI 
MURPHYS LAW 
TREE 


Saturday, January 16 * $10 











Friday, January 22 © $6 


THE Sir 


LUPO’S HEARTBREAK HOTEL 


239 WESTMINSTER ST. (JUST OFF EXIT 22) 
DOWNTOWN PROVIDENCE. RI 


with THE MET CAFE 


TICKETS AT 


TICKGV 


CALL 617-831-2000 TO CHARGE BY PHONE 
http//www.ticketmaster.com 


36 LANSDOWNE ST. BOSTON 
CALL 536-2100 + Doors @ 9pm 
SUPPORT LOCAL MUSIC 
Sex Tue NEWS SECTION For inro On Music Hau. Svows! 


Thurs, December 17 Front Room 


KAREN HARRIS BAND 
CD RELEASE PARTY 
THE MARK 
MAGIC LIGHT METER 

Hall: WAAF 


SF SEVENDUST + KID RO ‘ 
SOAK * ONE MINUTE SILENCE 


Fri, I Decem 


mber 18 Front Room $5 


THE SILOS 


THREE DAY THRESHOLD? 3@ 
GLADSTONES 


Music Hall $8 21+ 
KING MISSILE. 
JIMS BIG EO 
Sat, December 19 Front Room $5 


MERCURY REC. ARTIST... 


yipRasouLs* 


RED WILLOW 


Suni, December 20) Front Room $3/$5 18+ 
NINETEEN 
Mon, December 21 
CLOSED FOR PRIVATE PARTY 


Tues, December 2? Fn font Roun $3 485 Is 


SKA TUESDAY \ SECTION 8 


Wed, December 23 Front Room $3 


A SYPHLLOIDS 
X-MAS 


4 CLOSED FOR SANTA 


Fn, December 25 MERRY CHRISTMAS! 


S10 |S84 


Sar, December 26 Music Hall $] 
RCA REC. ARTIST... 


VERTICAL 
HORIZON 


INVISIBLE JET 





DECEMBER 18, 1998 ARTS THE BOSTON PHOENIX. 33 


THUR at 18+ $7 
PLASMA PRODUCTIONS HOUDAY PARTY 


ANGRY HILL 
NEON JESUS 





FRI 12/18 18+ 
HARPOON PRESENTS 


SAT 12/19 184 $12 
(HE MIDDLE EAST & GAMELAN PRESENT. 








SUN 12/20 18+ 86 BPM 
JAZZ NIGHT 
DAVID GROSS WITH DAN DECHELS, 
NATE McBRIDE & KURT NEWTON 


(WE'RE ALL GONNA DIE 


“SAT. 12/26 18+ S8ADV/s 10 5DOS 
GAMELAN PRESENTS 


RUSTIC OVERTONES 
BORDERLAND 
CRAWDADS 





12/31 NEW YEAR'S W/RGGLE THE HANDLE 
& MOON BOOT LOVER 
AL & THE TRANS AMERICANS 
SUPKNOT 
THE HIGH & MIGHTY 
AMMFIBLAN FEAT fHEH(VRIOSTTOMMARS:AL) 
THE SCOFFLAWS 
QUIET RIOT (All ORIG MEMBERS} 
BUM SKALA BIM 
COMBUSTIBLE EDISON 
SUPERCHUNK 
G.B.H. (TRIPLE X RECORDS} 
SEAM (TOUCH & GO RECORDS} 


THUR 12/17 18+ S7 
TWISTED RICCO PRESENTS 


WIDE IRIS 


APE HANGERS 
STATIC * NOISY LeGRAND 
DENISE HRADECKY 


FRI 1a/8 1+ $7 


THE PRISSTEENS 
CAGED HEAT 
THE GOOD FURIES 
LULV.’S (rr ProvIDENCE) 


SAT 12/19 18+ 87 
GAMELAN PRESENTS. 


DRUNK STUNTMEN 
PRETTY COOL CHAIR * ULU 
ELECTRIC BLUE & THE COSMIC TRUTH 


SUN 12/20 18+ $6 


THE WICKED FARLEYS 
LYNX 
JETPACK (Fe PROV.) *BROADCASTER 


MON 12/21 184 $6 
SHOWCASE MONDAY 


SECTOR 98 * OUR MAN PAUL 
JOE COOL * DEN OF THIEVES 
TUE 12/22 184+ $6 
THE NEVER NEVER 
STATUE FACTOR 
ERK GAFFNEY 
THE FASHION COLT 


WED 12/23 18+ S6 


KRAKOW 
WALTZING MATILDA 
HUXLEY * SUPERHINGE 


SAT 12/26 18+ $7 
MIKEY CHAOS’ B-DAY BASH: 


FACTS ABOUT RATS*="0» 





PCOMINGS 
12/31 NEW YEAR’S EVE W/ 

RACKETEERS, BIG BAD BULLOCKS 

NATION OF FEAR (EX MARILYN MANSON) 

BABY RAY (THRSTY EAR REC) 

CHELSEA ON FIRE, 3 BALL 

SOUPBABY 

LYRES, QUICK FIX 

MIRACLE ORCHESTRA 

QUEENS OF THE STONE AGE FXKYUSS 

NUMBER ONE CUP FLYDADDY REC) 





PROPER ID REQUIRED FOR ADMISSION 


The Middle East Tix can be purchased 
t Strawberries, In Your 
Northhampton Box 


Middle East Box Office 
OPEN MON.-SAT. 1-7 PM. 
For info & to charge tix without 
service charge call 617-864-EAST. 











| Ic Cafe, Pub, ¢ 
? Entertainment Complex 


161 Brighton Ave. Allston, MA 02134 
617-782-9082/Fax 617-787-3686 


>t ee = 1 Se eS 


The Kells of Boston is always happening, ry 
. Christmas Eve. Dance Party ee 
with DJ Edgar till 2am. ¢ > 
Christmas Night open 6pm - 2am 
Dance Parties Upstairs w/ DJ Ren 
and Downstairs w/ DJ Colm 4 
> *% NO COVER 





al 


J 
Z 
‘ 








The Kells 6th Annual New Year's Eve Bash 
All you can eat Hot & Cold Buffet 
With Shrimp Cocktail, a Carving Station 
with a Steamship of Roast beef, 










Roasted Turkey, and Baked Ham 
Party Favors at the ‘Door, 
Complimentary Champagne Toast at M. idnight 
DJs Upstairs and Downstairs 
Limited Tickets Available at the Bar. 

































Don't forget to Celebrate New Year's Day 
with our Hang-Over Brunch 10am. - 3pm. 
Also live Irish Music v 
with Inchicore 4pm - 8pm. 
Plus Dance parties Upstairs and Downstairs 
4 and one of Boston's Best bands, 


4° Bob's DayOff sy, 


"7? 
Something new at The Kells 
Every W >dnesday is “Local Sessions” 
Look for the best local original bands . 
S at The Kells 


vw 


VAIN 


2/30 - Big Lick, Gripe ¥ 


1/6 - Shoeless Joe, Who Cares 





Visit our web site. WWW.TheKells.COM 
* Or call us at 782-9082 , 



















Continued from page 33 

Frank Santos, the R-Rated Hynotist 
COMEDY PALACE AT GRILL 93, 
Andover. Bob Seibel 


COMEDY STUDIO, Cambridge. “The 


Comics Workout.” 

IMPROV ASYLUM THEATER, 
Boston. “Improv and sketch comedy.” 
NICK'S COMEDY STOP, Boston 
Kevin Knox, Tom Gilmore, Matt Blake 


FRIDAY 18 


See Club Directory for phone num 
bers and addresses 

BACK ALLEY THEATRE, Cambridge 
At 8 p.m., “Sitcom.” At 10:30 p.m., 
TheaterSports 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. At 
8 p.m., Tom Cotter, Chris McGuire. At 
10:15 p.m., Frank Santos, the R- 
Rated Hynotist 

COMEDY PALACE AT GRILL 93, 
Andover. Lewis Black, Julie Barr, 
Butch Bradley 

COMEDY STUDIO, Cambridge. “P.S 
Absurdo.” 

DICK DOHERTY'S AT THE CHASE 
HOUSE, Salem. Paul D'Angelo, Rob 
Steen, Mike Cote 

DICK DOHERTY’S AT THE CHINA 
BLOSSOM, North Andover. DJ 
Hazard, Lauren Verge, Jeanine Pace 
DICK DOHERTY’S AT THE HOLI- 
DAY INN, Randolph. J.P. 
Cunningham, Jeff Meisler, Jon Fisch. 
DICK DOHERTY’S COMEDY VAULT, 
Boston. Jim Colliton. 

IMPROV ASYLUM THEATER, 
Boston. “Improv and sketch comedy.” 
JIMBO’S SOUTH COMEDY SHOW, 
Braintree. Paul Nardizzi, Dave Russo, 
John Joyce, Annette Pollack, Harrison 
Stebbins. 

NICK'S COMEDY STOP, Boston. 
Steve Sweeney, Tom Gilmore, Matt 
Blake 

NICK’S KOWLOON, Saugus. Don 
Gavin, Bill Burr, Mark Scalia. 


SATURDAY 19 


See Club Directory for phone num 
bers and addresses 

BACK ALLEY THEATRE, Cambridge 
ImprovBoston 

COMEDY CONNECTION AT CARU- 
$O'S DIPLOMAT, Saugus. Frank 
Santos, the R-Rated Hynotist 
COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston 
Tom Cotter, Chris McGuire. 
COMEDY PALACE AT GRILL 93, 
Andover. Lewis Black, Julie Barr, 
Butch Bradley 

COMEDY STUDIO, Cambridge. Thom 
Brown. 

DICK DOHERTY’S AT THE CHASE 
HOUSE, Salem. Pau! D'Angelo, Rob 
Steen, Mike Cote 

DICK DOHERTY’S AT THE CHINA 
BLOSSOM, North Andover. Dick 


| Doherty, Lauren Verge, Jeanine 
| Pace. 
| DICK DOHERTY’S AT THE HOLI- 


DAY INN, Randolph. J.P. 


RICK BERLIN plays Jacque’s on Monday. 




















Cunningham, Jeff Meisler, Jon Fisch. 

DICK DOHERTY’S COMEDY VAULT, 
Boston. Jim Colliton. 

IMPROV ASYLUM THEATER, 
Boston. “Improv and sketch comedy.” 

NICK'S COMEDY STOP, Boston 

Steve Sweeney, Tom Gilmore, Matt 
Blake 

NICK'S KOWLOON, Saugus. Don 
Gavin, Bill Burr, Mark Scalia. 

NICK'S MAUI, Brockton. Frank 
Santorelli, Tom Dunham, Pat Napoli 


SUNDAY 20 


See Club Directory for phone num- 
bers and addresses 

BACK ALLEY THEATRE, Cambridge. 
At 2 p.m., ImprovBoston 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston 
Rich Ceisler, Frank Foley 

COMEDY PALACE AT GRILL 93, 
Andover. Ace Aceto. 

COMEDY STUDIO, Cambridge. 
“Sacrficing Virgins” with Jim 
DeCroteau 

DICK DOHERTY’S COMEDY VAULT, 
Boston. “Open Mike Night.” 

NICK'S COMEDY STOP, Boston 
Kevin Knox, Tom Gilmore, Matt Blake. 


MONDAY 21 


See Club Directory for phone num- 
bers and addresses. 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. 
“Showcase.” 


TUESDAY 22 


See Club Directory for phone num- 
bers and addresses. 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. 
Paul Nardizzi, Robbie Printz. 


WEDNESDAY 23 


See Club Directory for phone num- 
bers and addresses. 

COMEDY CONNECTION, Boston. 
Don Gavin, Gary Gulman. 

NICK’S COMEDY STOP, Boston. 
“Open Mike.” 


THURSDAY 24 


See Club Directory for phone num- 
bers and addresses. 

CLUB PASSIM, Cambridge. “Holiday 
Benefit” with Jimmy Tingle, Don 
White, Julie Barr, Tim Mason. 
COMEDY PALACE AT GRILL 93, 
Andover. Bob Seibel. 


concerts 
POPULAR 


FRIDAY 18 

CAST OF CHARACTERS performs 
Fri.-Sat. at 8 p.m. at Cambridge 
Multicultural Arts Center, 41 Second 
St., Cambridge. Tickets $12, $10 for 
students and seniors; 783-8360. 

ERIN HARP performs at 7:30 p.m. at 
Melting Pot Coffee House, 2 Belgrade 








Ave., Roslindale. Free; 323-3323. 
“FLASHBACK’S HAPPY HOLIDAYS 
RADIO HOUR” is at 8 p.m. at Regent 
Theatre, 7 Medford St., Arlington 
Tickets $18, $16 for students and 
seniors; (781) 646-4772. 
PRINCETON TRIANGLE CLUB per- 
forms at 7:30 p.m. at Aquinas 
College, 15 Walnut Park, Newton 
Tickets $25, $5 for high school stu- 
dents; 695-1934. 

SANDY PRAGER & RICHA APPLE- 
MAN performs at 8 p.m. at Borders, 
Atrium Mall, 300 Boylston St., 
Chestnut Hill. Free; 630-1120 

TIME GENTLEMEN perform at 8 p.m 
at Borders, 85 Worcester Rd., 
Framingham. Free; (508) 875-2321 


SATURDAY 19 
“SATURNALIA” features the Apsu 
Ensemble, Daniel Carter & Saturnalia 
String Trio, and Nmperign at 9 p.m. at 
Bad Girrls Studio, 209 Green St., FI 
2, Jamaica Plain. Tickets $7; 522- 
8423. 

SWING TOWN performs at 7 p.m. at 
Borders, 151 Andover St., Peabody 
Free; (978) 532-3003. 


SUNDAY 20 

CELTIC CHRISTMAS WITH AINE 
MINOGUE is at 4 p.m. at Coffee 
House on the Square, Old Ship Parish 
Hall, 107 Main St., Hingham. Tickets 
$10; (781) 749-1767. 

JAY PAWLYK performs at 2 p.m. at 
Borders, 151 Andover St., Peabody. 
Free; (978) 532-3003. 

KLEZNIKS perform at 7:30 p.m. at 
Temple B'nai Brith, 201 Central St., 
Somerville. Tickets $9, $3 for chil- 
dren; 625-0333. 

STEVE RAPSON performs at 2 p.m. 
at Borders, 85 Worcester Rd., 
Framingham. Free; (508) 875-2321 


MONDAY 21 
KLEZMANIACS perform at 7 p.m. at 
Borders, 151 Andover St., Peabody 
Free; (978) 532-3003. 

WINTERFEST QUARTET performs at 
8 p.m. at Borders, Atrium Mall, 300 
Boylston St., Chestnut Hill. Free; 630- 
1120. 


TUESDAY 22 

A-NO-NE JAZZ TRIO performs at 
12:15 p.m. at King’s Chapel, 58 
Tremont St., Boston. Free; 227-2155 


readings 


THURSDAY 17 
RICHARD CAMBRIDGE'S POET'S 
THEATRE features “This Is As Dark As 
It Gets” at 8 p.m. at Club Passim, 47 
Palmer St., Harvard Sq., Cambridge. 
Tickets $10-$12; 492-7679. 





MONDAY 21 

POETRY OPEN MIC, hosted by 
Sandy Borges and Nancy Brady 
Cunningham, features spiritual poems 
at 8:30 p.m. at Blackthorne’s Tavern, 
Rte. 138, Easton. Free; (508) 238- 
9017 

STONE SOUP POETRY features 
Sebastian Lockwood at 8 p.m. at T.T 
the Bear's Place, 10 Brookline St 
Central Sq., Cambridge. Tickets $3; 
227-0845 


WEDNESDAY 23 
BOSTON POETRY SLAM is at 8 p.m 
at the Cantab Lounge, 738 Mass 
Ave., Central Sq., Cambridge. Free; 
354-2685 

“OUTSPOKEN WORD OPEN MIC” is 
hosted by Libby Franck and Patricia 
McMahon at 7:30 p.m. at Center for 
the Arts in Natick, 31 Main St., 
Natick. Tickets $3; (508) 647-0179 


talks 


THURSDAY 17 
“IDENTIFYING GILDED SUR- 
FACES” is a lecture by Nancy Dick- 
Atkinson at 6:30 p.m. at Jamaica 
Plain Branch Library, 12 Sedgewick 
St., Jamaica Plain. Free; 524-2053 
“JOB HUNTING ON THE NET” is a 
workshop at 5:30 a.m. at Career 


Center, 105 
Boston. Free; 


Resource 
6th FI., 


Moves 
Chauncey St., 
451-8147 
“THE COLD COSMOS: A UNIVERSE 
OF BIRTH AND CREATION” is a lec- 
ture by Charles Lada at 8 p.m. at 
Philips Auditorium, Harvard- 
Smithsonian Center for 
Astrophysicics, 60 Garden St 
Cambridge. Free’ 495-7461 


FRIDAY 18 

“DEFEND AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 
AND DESEGREGATION OF 
BOSTON SCHOOLS” is a panel dis- 
cussion at 7:30 p.m. Pathfinder 
Bookstore, 780 Tremont St., Boston 
Donation $4; 247-6772. 

IRS DISTRICT DIRECTOR'S TOWN 
MEETING is from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m 
at Adamian Graduate Pavilion, 
Bentley College, 175 Forest St., 
Waltham. Registration $105; (800) 
866-2201. 


SATURDAY 19 
“SMALL BUSINESS SEMINAR” is 
from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Parker Hill 
Branch Library, 1497 Tremont St., 
Roxbury. Free; 427-3820. 


SUNDAY 20 

“THE MANIFESTO CONFRONTS 
THE MILLENNIUM” OR “IS MARX 
MORIBUND?” is a lecture by Dr. 
John Stachel at 11 a.m. at 
Community Church of Boston, 565 
Boylston St., Copley Sq., Boston 
Free; 266-6710. 


events 
reer 


THURSDAY 17 

AIDS ACTION COMMITTEE VOLUN- 
TEER ORIENTATION is at 5:30 p.m 
at AIDS Action Committee, 131 
Clarendon St., Boston. Free; 450- 
1302 

BIG SISTER VOLUNTEER INFO 
SESSION is on Thurs. at 6 p.m. and 
on Mon. at 12:30 p.m. at Big Sister 
Association of Greater Boston, 161 
Mass. Ave., 2nd Fl., Boston. Free; 
236-8060 


FRIDAY 18 

SESAME STREET LIVE performs Fri 
at 10:30 a.m. and 7 p.m., on Sat. at 
10:30 a.m., 2, and 5:30 p.m., and on 
Sun. at 12:30 p.m. at the Worcester 
Centrum Centre, Worcester. Tickets 
$10-$16; 931-2000 


SATURDAY 19 
SUGARPLUM BRUNCH features 
characters from the Boston Ballet's 
The Nutcracker at 11:30 a.m. at the 
Park Plaza, 64 Arlington St., Boston 
Tickets $24, $17.50 for children; 457- 
2383 

SESAME STREET LIVE. See listing 
for Fri 


SUNDAY 20 


“LE GRAND DAVID AND HIS OWN 
SPECTACULAR MAGIC COMPANY” 
includes classic stage illusions, music, 
comedy, and dance at 3 p.m. at the 
Cabot St. Cinema Theatre, 286 Cabot 
St., Beverly. Tickets $15, $10 for chil 
dren under 12; (978) 927-3677 
SESAME STREET LIVE. See listing 
for Fri 


MONDAY 21 
BIG SISTER VOLUNTEER INFO 
SESSION. See listing for Thurs 


THURSDAY 17 
PRE-KWANZAA CELEBRATION fea 
tures crafts, food, music, and dance 
at 7 p.m. at Martin Luther King 
School, 100 Putnam = Ave 
Cambridge. Free; 666-1859 


FRIDAY 18 

HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY 
CRAFT FAIR features local and world 
crafts on Fri. from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m., 
on Sat. from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m., on 
Sun. from noon to 6 p.m., Mon.-Wed 
from 11 a.m. to 7 p.m., and next 
Thurs. from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at First 
Parish Unitarian Church, corner of 
Church St. and Mass. Ave., Harvard 
Sq., Cambridge. Free; (413) 625- 
9779 


| 
| 


| 
} 
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SATURDAY 19 
HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY 
CRAFT FAIR. See listing for Fri 


SUNDAY 20 
HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY 
CRAFT FAIR. See listing for Fr 


MONDAY 21 
HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY 
CRAFT FAIR. See listing for Fri 


TUESDAY 22 
HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY 
CRAFT FAIR. See listing for Fri 


WEDNESDAY 23 
HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY 
CRAFT FAIR. See listing for Fri 


THURSDAY 24 


HARVARD SQUARE HOLIDAY 





Thacs.12/17_ ves 
** ine Shea Trio 3K 
Iai Rosen Quartet 


ye 1a 
New Year's Eve 
with Karin Parker 


10:30PM 


pre | 
HIP SOCKET _ 


7:30PM - 11:30PM 





JAZZ BRUNCH 11: OAM SPM 


8:30 - 12:00PM 


; RUSTY SCOTT. 


CRAFT FAIR. See listing for Fri 


benefits 
er oa 


SATURDAY 19 
“SNOWBALL” to benefit Boston 
youth development charities feature 
swing dancing, silent auction, and 
asino from 8 p.m. to 1 a.m. at the 
World Trade C 
Ave., Boston. T 


SUNDAY 20 

CHELSEA THEATRE WORKS BEN- 
EFIT AUCTION is at 2 p.m 
Hill Community College, Lobby 
Gallery 175 Hawthorne St 

Bellingham Sq., Chelsea. Free; 887 
2336 


. ‘ 4K 
‘enter. 164 N 


kets $60: 333-0327 


at Bunker 


REGATTABAR 


at The Charles Hotele Harvard Sa (617)661-5000 
BEST JAZZ BAR —20s Prven 


26 Dec Sat 8 & 10pm: $18 


ROOMFUL 
OF BLUES 


30 Dec Wed 8:30pm: $8 


THE JOHN PAYNE 
QUARTET & SAX CHOIR 
31 Dec Fri 9:30pm-2am: $75 


NEW YEAR’S EVE WITH 


DIDI STEWART 
& FRIENDS 


2 Jan ~ 8 & 10pm 16 
3 Jan Sun 3 & 7pm 


DEBORAH HENSON-CONANT 


JAZZ HARP 


for tickets and information call 


Concertix (61 7)876-7777 


www.concert 





New Year’s Eve 


iadlventans “downstairs 
$19.99 hot & cold hors devours 


INWAN Sou are 
CAMBRIDGE 
876-9390 


www.rylesjazz.com 


with Temporada Latina (open dancing)- upstairs 


SUNDAY JAZZ BRUNCH * foam ~- 3pm 
“THE BEST IN LIVE MUSIC” 


Don't keep your old stuff 
locked up in storage. 
Sell it fast in the 
Phoenix Classifieds. 

Call 859-3300. 





GROOVE COLLECTIVE play the Middle East on Saturday. 








COMEDY 








COmMeMyo!7-248-9700 


cums Volidated Parking @ 75 State St. 
FANEUIL HALL Www.comedyconnectionboston.com 


TihisWWeekemnc! 
TOM COTTER 


A&E and Comedy Central 


Thank You to Phoenix 
readers for voting us 
Boston’s Best Comedy Club! 


DOUBLE - 4 “A first-rate cast of quick thinking. funny actors... remarkable.” 
5 The Boston Globe 


HEADLINER 
- aD [hen 
LAULETTA WAT happened? 


MAKE ME LAUGH | : 
Yeu fell us: 
Call for special New Year’s Eve Packages! 


a RANK SANTOS 
"The R-Rated Hypnotist" 


NEW YEARS EVEN 


BOSTON 
ANTHONY CLARK 


DEC 25&26 


rN ImprovA sy lees 


on ¢ Sketch Comedy 


ar rye 
"The Joke Man’ 


traprovisate 
Thursdays, 8pm e F, :days/Saturdays, 8 and 10pm 


216 Hanover St, Boston. Call 617.263.6887 for tickets and information 
FromiRoomn Lounge open nightly with live entertainment 





OPENING DEC 18&19 DEC 189PM DEC 19 8PM 


COMEDY 7S8ROnDWAY EROTIC JOE 
PALACE avdeN,ma HYPNOTIC MATARESE 


If Your Eating Tastes Are High in Quality, but 
Low in Budget, Then Consult the “On the Cheap” 
Review in the Styles Section. 


"Boston Common’ 
& "Soul Man" 


As Heard On 
Howard Stern 
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galleries 


Admission to the following galleries is free 
unless otherwise noted. In addition to the 
hours listed here, many galleries are open 
by appointment. Galleries are in Boston 
except where indicated otherwise. Galleries 
with photo exhibitions are listed under 
Photography 

NEWBURY STREET/ 
BACK BAY 

ALIANZA CONTEMPORARY CRAFTS 
(262-2385), 154 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.- 
Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m 
Through Jan. 3: “Jerry Berta’s Diner Show" 
“Holiday Adornment.” 

ALPHA GALLERY (536-4465), 14 Newbury 
St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m 
Through Jan. 6: new paintings by 
Wlodzimierz Ksiazek 

AMERICAN ROYAL ARTS ANIMATION 
ART GALLERY (424-0640), 166 Newbury 
St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sun., 
noon-6 p.m. Ongoing exhibitions of cellu- 
loids and drawings used in the production of 
cartoons and animated films 

ANDREA MARQUIT FINE ARTS (859- 
0190), 38 Newbury St., Boston. By appoint- 
ment only. Through Jan. 9: “Susan Schwalb 
Moments of Resonance.” 

ARDEN GALLERY (247-0610), 129 
Newbury St., Boston. Call for hours 
Through Dec. 31: “Philip Hershberger: in the 
Spirit.” 

BARBARA KRAKOW GALLERY (262- 
4490), 10 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Fri, 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 30: “The 
Ceramic Project.” Through Jan. 9: “Louise 
Bourgeois: Geometry of Pleasure.” 

CHASE GALLERY (859-7222), 129 
Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-6 
p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Through Dec. 28: new 
works by Norman Laliberte. 

CHILDS GALLERY (266-1108), 169 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Fri., 9 a.m.-6 
p.m.; Mon., Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Through 
Jan. 2: “We Like It So Much. . .”; “Harvester 
and Holidays”; watercolors by Ben Norris. 
COPLEY SOCIETY OF BOSTON (536- 
5049), 158 Newbury St, Boston. Tues.-Sat., 
10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m 
Through Dec. 24: “Holiday Small Works.” 
CREIGER-DANE GALLERY (536-8088), 36 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m 
5:30 p.m. Through Jan. 30: “Reuben Nakian: 
Myths & Muses.” 

DYANSEN GALLERY (262-4800), 132 A 
Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-6 
p.m.; Sun., noon-6 p.m. Through Dec. 30 
“Andy Lakey: Past and Future Perfect.” 
ECLIPSE GALLERY (247-6730), 167 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 9 a.m.-6 
p.m. Through Jan. 2: “Richard Stimpson 
Paintings & Drawings from France.” 
EXOTICAR MODEL GALLERY (267-8368), 
114 Newbury St., Boston. Call for hours 
Ongoing: automotive art, novelty clothing, 
collectibles, die-cast models, and exotic 
cars. 

FIRST EXPRESSIONS (695-2808), 81 
Arlington St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., noon-6 
p.m. Through Dec. 24: “Paper Prayers 10”; 
“Viewpoints”; “Holiday Countdown.” 
FRENCH LIBRARY AND CULTURAL CEN- 
TER (266-4351), 53 Marlborough St., 
Boston. Tues.-Thurs., 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Fri.- 
Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan. 2: 
“Melanie Dupré: Some Years in Provence.” 
GALLERY NAGA (267-9060), 67 Newbury 
St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m., 
Thurs. until 7 p.m. Through Dec. 22: “Arthur 
Dion: Veil”; new paintings by David Palmer; 
new watercolors by Valerie Ciaff. 
HOWARD YEZERSK! GALLERY (262- 
0550), 14 Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Dec. 31: “Paper Prayers 
Ten”, recent work by Paul Heroux; furniture 
by Susan Flores. 

INTERNATIONAL POSTER GALLERY 
(375-0076), 205 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.- 


Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., noon-6 p.m. _ 


Through Jan. 17: “Eat, Drink, and Be Merry! 
Holiday Poster Exhibition.” 

JUD! ROTENBERG GALLERY (437-1518), 
130 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 
a.m.-6 p.m. Through Jan. 13: “Oil and 
Water.” Reception Dec. 19, 2-5 p.m 

JUDY ANN GOLDMAN FINE ART (424- 
8468), at Beth Urdang Gallery, 11 Newbury 
St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m 
Through Dec. 24: paintings and works on 
paper by Adam Ross 

JUST AFRICA GALLERY (536-1648), 201 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-6 
p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Ongoing: contempo- 
tary stone sculptures by major and emerging 
artists from Zimbabwe, including works by 
Henry Munyaradzi and Gladman Zinyeka 
LIONHEART GALLERY (266-3754), 331B 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., noon-6 
p.m. Through Jan. 8: “The Dreamscapes 
Land.” 

MACKEEN GALLERY (262-0252), 173 
Newbury St, Boston. Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-76 
p.m.; Sat., 1-5 p.m. Through Jan. 12: “Mixes 
Blessings.” 

MPG (437-1596), 285 Newbury St, Boston 
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m 
Through Jan. 3: “Dorothy Arnokd & Margery 
Hamlen: Through a Glass Darkly.” 
NIELSEN GALLERY (266-4835), 179 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 19: new works on 
plaster by Carol Keller; small paintings by 
Stephen Greene. 

PRUDENTIAL CENTER (536-8088), 300 
Boylston St., Boston. Call for hours. Through 
April 31: works by H. Gen Kozuru, Margaret 
Swan, and Murray Dewart. 

PUCKER GALLERY (267-9473), 171 
Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 





5:30 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Through Jan. 4 
“Mallory Lake: Tuscany.” 
RICHARDSON-CLARKE GALLERY (266- 
3321), 38 Newbury St, Boston. Tues.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m. Currently on view: “Form 
Figure, & Fantasy: 1915-1955"; “American & 
European Works on Paper’; “Giovanni 
Battista Piranesi: Etchings from the Vedule 
di Roma.” 

ROLLY-MICHAUX GALLERY (536-9898), 
290 Dartmouth St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 11 
a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Fine 
Etchings and Lithographs.” 

SOCIETY OF ARTS AND CRAFTS (266- 
1810), 175 Newbury St., Boston. Mon.-Fri, 
10 a.m.-7 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., 
noon-6 p.m. Through Jan. 3: “Toys & 
Gadgets.” 

— In the Window, First Floor. Through Jan. 
5: “Holiday & Ornament Show. 


SOUTH END 

BERNARD TOALE GALLERY (482-2477), 
450 Harrison Ave., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 
a.m.-5:30 p.m. Through Jan. 9: new paints 
by Andreas Ruthi 

BROMFIELD GALLERY (451-3605), 560 
Harrison Ave., Boston. Wed.-Sat., noon-5 
p.m. Through Dec. 19: “Sachiko Beck: Real 
of the Finite and Infinite”; paper, fabric, and 
fiber sculptures by Barbara Curtin Milt. 
CLIFFORD-SMITH GALLERY (695-0255), 
450 Harrison Ave., 3rd Fl, Boston. Tues.- 
Sat., 11 a.m.- 5 p.m. Through Dec. 24: “Art 
So Cheap Your Dog Could Buy It.” 
CRYSTAL ART (728-9818), 93 Summer St., 
Suite 4L, Boston. Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Ongoing: works from Fox Graphics. Through 
Dec. 31: works by Ulises Rodriguez, Lana Z 
Caplan, and Scott Crystal 

DISTILLERY (464-3561), 516 East Second 
St., South Boston. Tues.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 
p.m.; Sat., noon-5 p.m 

— Artists Foundation Galleries and Video 
Room. Sat., noon-5 p.m. Through Dec. 19: 
“Craig Bailey: The Comfort Zone”; “Jennifer 
Leong; Invisible Bridges.” 

FORT POINT ARTS COMMUNITY 
GALLERY (423-4299), 300 Summer St., 
Boston. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-3 p.m.; Sat., 
noon-5 p.m. Through Dec. 18: “Gallery 70 Il 
Boston Debut.” 

GENOVESE/SULLIVAN GALLERY (426- 
9738), 47 Thayer St., Boston. Wed.-Sat., 
10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sun., 2-5 p.m. 
Through Jan. 5: recent wood-fired pottery by 
Malcolm Wright 

HAMILL GALLERY OF AFRICAN ART 
(442-8204) 2164 Washington St., Boston. 
Wed.-Sat., noon-6 p.m. Through Dec. 23: 
“Kuba Textiles.” 

KINGSTON GALLERY (423-4113), 37 
Thayer St, Boston. Wed.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. 
Through Jan. 23: “Drawn: Selected Works 
on Paper.” 

SPACE 12 (423-9760), 12 Union Park St., 
Boston. Thurs.-Sat., 1-5 p.m. Through Jan 
9: “Stephanie Cramer & Karsten |.W. Kunert: 
After the Fall.” 

UNITED SOUTH END SETTLEMENTS 
Harriet Tubman Gallery (536-8610), 566 
Columbus Ave., Boston. Call for hours. 
Through Jan. 15: “Black Art/American Art.” 


SOUTH STREET 

MARIO DIACONO (350-3054), 207 South 
St, Boston. Wed.-Sat., noon-5 p.m. Through 
Dec. 20: new paintings by Matthew Ritchie. 


DOWNTOWN 

ARCHITECTS BUILDING GALLERY (800- 
662-1235, ext. 221) 52 Broad St., Boston. 
Mon.-Thurs., 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri-Sat. 9 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Through Dec. 30: 
“New England in Perspective.” Dec. 19-Jan. 
31: “Young Architects Exhibit.” 

FEDERAL RESERVE BANK OF BOSTON 
(973-3453), 600 Atlantic Ave., Boston. Mon.- 
Fri, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Through Dec. 29: “Cape 
Ann Watercolor Society Members 
Exhibition.” 

SIGNATURE FINE ART & CRAFTS Grohe 
Gallery (227-4885), Dock Sq., 24 North St, 
Boston. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sun., 
noon-7 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Memories 
‘98: A Christmas Ornament and Hanukah 
Menorah Exhibition.” 

SOCIETY OF ARTS AND CRAFTS (345- 
0033), 101 Arch St., Boston. Mon.-Fri, 10 
a.m.-7 p.m.; Sat., noon-6 p.m. Through 
Dec.31: ‘Toys & Gadgets.” 

— In the Window, First Floor. Through Jan. 
5: “Holiday & Ornament Show.” 


OTHER BOSTON 
NEIGHBORHOODS 
ARTS & MORE (522-0089), 31 Germania 
St., Jamaica Plain. Daily, 10:30 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Ongoing: works by Henry DeLeon, Roy 
Kavetsky, J. Gregory Cisneros, Michael 
Shores, and others. 

BELLA LUNA (524-6060), 405 Centre St., 
Jamaica Plain. Mon.-Wed., 11 a.m.-10 p.m.; 
Thurs.-Sat., 11 a.m.-11 p.m.; Sun., 10 a.m.- 
11 p.m. Through Jan. 8: “Cassandra Fater: 
Apparitions.” 

JAMAICA PLAIN BRANCH LIBRARY (523- 
2053), 12 Sedgwick St., Jamaica Plain. Call 
for hours. Through Dec. 31: works by Clara 
Lieu 

KINGDOM FINE ARTS (267-1767), 173 
Mass. Ave., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-7 
p.m. Through 30: “Kofi Kayiga: Of Spirt and 
Technology.” Reception Dec. 17, 6-10 p.m. 
KOUGEAS GALLERY (569-9317), 88 White 
St., East Boston. Thurs.-Sat., 2-6 p.m. 
Through Jan. 23: “John Jacobsmeyer: 
Frontier Fever"; “William James Stillman: 
The Poetic Landscape: Cambridge, MA 
1874.” 

MAXWELL ART & ANTIQUE GALLERY 
(825-9450), Maxwell Community Business 
Park, 65 E. Cottage St., Dorchester. Fri, 
Thurs., noon-10 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 8 a.m.-4 
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KOO SCHADLER’S Pine Baron Tree Frog — Enthroned is part of “Small 
Works” at the Copley Society of Boston through December 24. 








p.m. Through Jan. 14: “The Joy of 
Acquisition.” 

MELTING POT COFFEE HOUSE (323- 
3323), 2 Belgrade Ave., Rosindale. Call for 
hours. Through Dec. 31: “Helen Hummel 
and Mary McCusker: Local Scenes & Coffee 
Cups." 

WEST ROXBURY BRANCH LIBRARY 
(325-3147), 1961 Centre St. Mon., Thurs., 
noon-8 p.m.; Tues.-Wed., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; 
Fri.-Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 30 
works by Amy Rewakowski. 


CAMBRIDGE/ 
SOMERVILLE/ 
WATERTOWN 

CAMBRIDGE ART ASSOCIATION Lowell 
Street Gallery (876-0246), 25 Lowell St., 
Cambridge. Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sun., 1-5 p.m. Through Dec. 22: 
“Celebrating Kay!" works by Kay Brown. 
HURST GALLERY (491-6888), 53 Mt 
Auburn St, Cambridge. Tues.-Sat., noon-6 
p.m., Thurs. until 7 p.m. Through Jan. 23: 
“Arctic Ivory: 2000 Years of Alaskan Eskimo 
Art and Artifacts.” 

MOBILIA GALLERY (876-2109), 358 Huron 
Ave., Cambridge. Tues.-Fri, 11 a.m.-6 p.m.; 
Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Lori 
Talcott: Norweigian Fok Art Jewelry’; “Joyce 
Scott and Friends: Pushing the Limits of 
Beadwork." 

SUSI'S GALLERY FOR CHILDREN (876- 
7874), 348 Huron Ave., Cambridge. Mon.- 
Fri., 11 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sun., 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Through Dec. 20 
“Hang It Up.” 

UNIVERSITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
GALLERY (876-3252), 66 Winthrop St., 
Cambridge. Sun., 2-5 p.m. Through Jan. 3 
“Sonja Holzwarth Maneri: Pictures from 
Scriptures.” 

WAINWRIGHT BANK (349-4380), One 
Broadway, Kendall Sq., Cambridge. Mon.- 
Fri., 8:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Through Feb. 12 
recent work by Fontenel J. Pointjour 


BROOKLINE/NEW- 
TON 


BOSTON SCULPTORS AT CHAPEL 
GALLERY (244-4039), 60 Highland St., 
West Newton. Wed.-Sun., 1-5:30 p.m 
Through Dec. 28: “William Wainwright 
Drawings in Space.” 

BROOKLINE ARTS CENTER (566-5715), 
86 Monmouth St., Brookline. Fri-Sun., noon- 
6 p.m.; Thurs., noon-9 p.m. Through Dec 
20: “Crafts Showcase.” 

NEWTON FREE LIBRARY (552-7145), 330 
Homer St., Newton Centre. Mon.-Thurs., 9 
am.-9 p.m.; Fri, 9 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.- 
5 p.m. Sun., noon-5 p.m. Through Dec. 30: 


| 
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paintings by Ann Christensen. 


SUBURBS: SOUTH 
GALLERY X (508-992-2675), 169 William 
St., New Bedford. Wed.-Sun., 11 a.m.-3 p.m. 
Through Dec. 31: “Xmas Show.” 
VENTRESS LIBRARY (781-837-8091), 
Library Plaza, Webster St., Marshfield. 
Mon.-Wed., 9:30 a.m.-9 p.m.; Thurs.-Sat., 
9:30 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Through 
Feb. 6: “Mary L. Moquin & Ellen G. Whelan: 
Interpretations in Color.” 


SUBURBS: NORTH 
BRUSH ART GALLERY (978-459-7819), 
256 Market St., Lowell. Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-4 
p.m.; Sun., 1-4 p.m. Through Feb. 7: 
“Dreamweavers: Symbolist Tendencies in 
Contemporary New England Art.” 

MINGO GALLERY (978-927-5964), 252 
Cabot St., Beverly. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Through Jan. 16: “Encore Holiday 
Show." 

OCMULGEE POTTERY AND GALLERY 
(978-356-0636), 317 High Street, Ipswich. 
Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. 
Through Dec. 31: “Holiday Traditions.” 


SUBURBS: WEST 
CENTER FOR THE ARTS IN NATICK (508- 
647-0179), 31 Main St, Natick. Tues.-Sat., 
noon-6 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Through Jan. 3: 
works by Art Store teachers. 

CLARK GALLERY (781-259-8303), Mall at 
Lincoln Station, 145 Lincoin Rd., Lincoln. 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 23: 
“Salon Show.” 

CONCORD ART ASSOCIATION (978-369- 
2578), 37 Lexington Rd., Concord. Tues.- 
Sat., 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Through Dec. 23: 
“Invitational Craft Exhibition and Sale.” 
DEPOT SQUARE GALLERY (781-863- 
1597), 1837 Mass. Ave., Lexington. Tues.- 
Sat., 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sun., noon-4 p.m 
Through Jan, 3: “Celebrate with Art.” 
FRANCESCA ANDERSON FINE ART (781- 
862-0660), 56 Adams St., Lexington. Wed.- 
Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. and by appointment. 
Through Jan. 15: “Almost Miniatures Show.” 


AMERICAN TEXTILE HISTORY MUSEUM 
(978-441-0400), 491 Dutton St., Lowell. 
Tues., Thurs., 9 a.m.-8:30 p.m., Wed., Fri- 
Sun., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $10, $8 for 
students and seniors. Through Jan. 17: 
“Dresses for Humanity: An Exhibition of the 
Dresses of Diana, Princess of Wales.” 

ART COMPLEX MUSEUM (781-934-6634), 
189 Alden St., Duxbury. Wed.-Sun., 1-4 p.m. 





Free. Permanent collection features Shaker 
furniture, prints, American paintings, and 
Japanese art. Through Jan. 24: 
“immortalized: Artistic Responses to Death 
and Loss." 

BOSTON BEER MUSEUM AND VISITORS’ 
CENTER (522-9080), 30 Germania St., 
Jamaica Plain. Tours Thurs.-Fri. at 2 p.m.; 
Sat. at noon, 1 and 2 p.m. Admission $1. 
View two centuries of beer memorabilia, and 
learn about the brewing process. 

BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY (536-5400), 
666 Boylston St Copley Sq., Boston. Mon.- 
Thurs. 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri-Sat. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sun., 1-5 p.m. Art and Architecture tours 
offered Mon. at 2:30 p.m.; Tues.-Wed. at 
6:30 p.m.; Thurs. and Sat. at 11 a.m 

— Deferrari Hall (ext. 336). Through Dec. 
19: “Choosing to Participate: Facing History 
and Ourselves”; “Rescuers of the Holocaust: 
Portraits by Gay Block.” 

— Wiggin Gallery (ext. 280). Through Dec. 
31: ‘The Channet A Photographic History of 


| the Fort Point Channel in Boston.” 


— McKim Building (ext. 236). Through Jan. 
8: “Art of the Presepio: 18th-Century 
Neopolitan Cresche Figures.” Through Feb. 
26: works by Wiliam T. McKinley. 

BOSTON TEA PARTY MUSEUM (338- 
1773), Congress St. Bridge, Boston. Daily, 9 
a.m.-6 p.m. Admission $6.50, $3.25 for chil- 
dren. A floating exhibit featuring a full-scale 
working replica of one of the ships involved 
in the infamous Boston Tea Party, a muse- 
um with theaters, the movie “Paul Revere 
Remembers,” and continuous group-partici- 
pation reenactments. 

BROADMOOR SANCTUARY (235-3929), 
Rte. 16, Natick. 600 acres of diverse habitat 
including historic mill sites, open from dawn 
to dusk. Solar-heated Nature Center open 
Tues.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. The Sanctuary also 
offers an array of natural history waks, owl 
prowls, and an ecological lecture series 
CAPE ANN HISTORICAL MUSEUM (978- 
283-0455), 27 Pleasant St., Gloucester 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $4, 
$3.50 for seniors, $2.50 for students. 
Permanent exhibitions include artifacts and 
photographs from Cape Ann's history as a 
19th-century fishing port, a library and 
archives specializing in Cape Ann’s art histo- 
ty, and the nation's largest collection of 
paintings by Fritz Hugh Lane. 

CAPE MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (508-385- 
4477), Cape Playhouse, Rte. 6A, Dennis 
Village. Mon.-Wed., Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m., 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7:30 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. 
Admission $3, free for children. The perma- 
nent collection features works by Ross 
Moffett, Arthur Diehl, Wiliam Paxton, Arnold 
Geissbuhler, Olver Newberry Chaffee, and 
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Shirley Carter. Through Jan. 30: “Peter 
Quidley: Inspired Realism." 

CAROUSEL STATION (925-0472), 205 
Nantasket Ave. at the Wharf, Hull. Daily, 10 
a.m.-9 p.m. The Station is a festival museum 
complex centered around a 1928 Paragon 
Carousel, and also includes a museum 
about steamboats, hotels, and trains, a gift 
shop, cafe, and visitors’ center. 

CHARLES RIVER MUSEUM OF INDUS- 
TRY (781-893-5410), 154 Moody St., 
Waltham. Thurs., Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m., and 
by appointment. Admission $4, $2 for stu- 
dents and seniors. Exhibits explore the 
industrial revolution, technology, and innova- 
tion, including “The Textile Mill,” “The Auto 
Plant,” “The Watch Factory,” “Going to 
Work,” and “The Employment Office.” 
Guided tours include machine demonstra 
tions. 

CHESTERWOOD (413-298-3579), off Rte. 
183, Stockbridge. Daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Admission $6.50, teens $3.50, children 
$1.50. Chesterwood is the located on the 
grounds of the summer estate of Daniel 
Chester French, sculptor of the Lincoln 
Memorial. Tours of the studio, residence, 
museum, and garden given daily 
CHILDREN’S MUSEUM (426-6500), 300 
Congress St., Boston. Tues.-Sun., 10 a.m.-5 
p.m.; Fri. until 9 p.m. Admission $7, $6 for 
children over two and seniors, $2 for one- 
year-olds. Admission $1 Fri. 5-9 p.m. Free 
parent-child activities include “Come Sing 
and Dance” at 11 a.m. on Wed. and Fri. and 
“Explore and Discover Together” at 2 p.m 
on Wed. Current exhibits include: “Boats 
Afloat,” featuring an 800-gallon Channel 
tank; “Under the Dock,” a giant-scale simu- 
lated underwater landscape with a 14-foot 
fiberglass lobster; “Build It!," a mock-con- 
struction site; “El Mercado del Barrio,” a 
replica of a Latino neighborhood market in 
Boston; “Japanese House,” a two-story 
house from Kyoto; and “Teen Tokyo,” an 
exhibit about fashion, food, sports, music, 
and family life of Japanese youth. 
CHILDREN’S MUSEUM IN EASTON (508- 
230-3789), 9 Sullivan Ave., North Easton 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 
p.m. Admission $3.50, free for children 
under one. A “learning playground” that fea- 
tures hands-on activities like giant kaleido- 
scope, sand table, performance center, 
Moon room, Kidsclinic, Parents Resource 
Room, and more. 

CODMAN HOUSE (781-259-8843), Codman 
Rd., Lincoln. Wed.-Sun., noon-4 p.m 
Admission $4. A Gregorian-style house built 
in 1740, with furnishings that reflect a layer- 
ing of time periods. Includes decorative 
schemes of Ogden Codman, Jr., a hidden 
ltalian garden, and an English cottage gar- 
den. 

COMMONWEALTH MUSEUM (727-9268), 
220 Morrissey Bivd., Columbia Point, 
Boston. Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat., 9 
a.m.-3 p.m. Free admission. Ongoing 
“Toward a Better Life: Massachusetts 
Workers and Their Unions.” 

COMPUTER MUSEUM (423-6758 or 426- 
2800), 300 Congress St., Boston. Tues.- 
Sun., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $7, $5 for 
students and seniors, free for chikdren under 
3. Half-price admission on Sun. from 3-5 
p.m. Tours daily of “Walk Through Computer 
2000,” a working two-story model of a PC. 
The world's only computer museum; fea- 
tures a collection of vintage computers and 
robots with over 150 hands-on exhibits illus- 
trating the evolution, use, and impact of 
computers. Featured exhibits include: “The 
Hacker's Garage,” a recreation of a '70s 
hacker's garage with such tems as an Apple 
| and Pong; “The Networked Planet 
Traveling the Information Highway,” an elec- 
tronic tour of the Internet; “Robots and Other 
Smart Machines,” an interactive exhibition of 
artificial intelligence and robots; “Tools & 
Toys: The Amazing Personal Computer’; 
“People and Computers: Milestones of a 
Revolution,” explores a number of ways 
computers impact everyday life. 

— In the Smart Machines Theater a muti- 
media show features NASA's Mars Rover, 
R2-D2, Shakey, Sea Rover, and other 
robots. Ongoing: “Virtual FishT ank.” 
CONCORD MUSEUM (978-369-9609), 200 
Lexington Rd., Concord. Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m.-5 
p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admission $6, $5 for 
seniors, $3 for students and children. 
Exhibits of furniture and decorative art 
objects documenting domestic life in 
Concord from 1635-1890. On display are 
Paul Revere's lantern from the Old North 
Church, and belongings of Emerson and 
Thoreau. Through Jan. 3: “Fakes, Frauds, or 
Mistaken Identities?”; ‘Tidings of Gomfort 
and Joy: An Olde Concord Christmas.” 
Ongoing: “Why Concord?” a permanent 
exhibition of Concord’s history. Dec. 18 
6:30-8:30 p.m., “Candlelight Evening.” 
CUSHING HOUSE MUSEUM (978-462- 
8621), 98 High St., Newburyport Call for 
hours. Ongoing: “Simple Elegance 
Generations of Newburyport Silver.” 
DANFORTH MUSEUM OF ART (508-620- 
0050), 123 Union Ave., Framingham. Wed.- 
Sun, noon-5 p.m. Admission $3, $2 for stu- 
dents and seniors, children under 12 free. 
Museum's collection includes American art 
from the 18th, 19th, and 20th centuries, 
including a children’s gallery and a perma- 
nent collection of Hopi Kachina dolls. 
Through Feb. 14: “Valley Realists (Now and 
Then: Western Massachusetts Reaiists).” 
Through Feb. 28: “Gerrit A. Benniker: 
Portraits of Industrial Workers, 1919-1924.” 
Through June, 1999: “Michael Dowling: 
Freshwater.” Ongoing: “Making Connections 
in Nature and Art’; “Hopi Kachina Spirit 
Figures.” 

DECORDOVA MUSEUM (781-259-8355), 
51 Sandy Pond Rd., Lincoln. Tues.-Sun., 11 


ent oe Be ee. a oe 





a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $6, $4 for seniors, 
students, and children. Through Jan. 3 
“Harriet Casdin-Silver: The Art of 
Holography”; “Two Inventions and a Law 
The Explosion of Video Access.” Through 
March 7: “City Views: Works on Paper from 
the Permanent Collection.” Through May 31: 
“Niki Ketchman: Fabrications.” Through 
dune, 2000: “Abstract Expressionism/ 
Figurative Expressionism: Common 
Ground.” 

— The 35-acre Sculpture Park is open daily 
8 a.m.-10 p.m. Free. Recent additions 
include Roberly Bell's “Garden Project,” 
David Berry's “Sphere IV,” Chakaia Booker's 
“Dialogue with Myself,” Elliott Offner's 
“Figure from the Sea,” and Leslie Wilcox’s 
“Sentry Stand.” 

THE DISCOVERY MUSEUMS (508-264- 
4201), 177 Main Street, Acton. Tues., 
Thurs.-Fri., 1-4:30 p.m.; Wed., 9 a.m.-6 p.m.; 
Sat.-Sun., 9 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Admission $6 for 
each museum, or $9 for both. Includes the 
Children's Discovery Museum, housed in a 
100-year-old Victorian home with ten exhibit 
areas for preschoolers and toddlers; and the 
Science Discovery Museum, including 
exhibits on earth science, astronomy, math, 
electricity, an inventor's workshop, and out- 
door exhibit space. 

ECOTARIUM (508-791-9211), 222 
Harrington Way, Worcester. Mon.-Sat., 10 
a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m.. Admission 
$6, $4 for seniors, student, and children, free 
Sat. 10 a.m.-1 p.m. Ongoing exhibits include 
“WatersEdge,” exploring New England's 
freshwater wetlands; “Abiding Locally, 
Thinking Globally,” an exhibit on the funda- 
mentals of energy and energy transforma- 
tion; “Dynamics of the Depths,” including 
three 440-gallon aquariums containing sea 
life from three Atlantic Ocean regions; “What 
Is Life?”, an exhibit examining the world of 
microbes through the perspectives of sci- 
ence and art: “InfoSpheres” showing the 
scope and variety of communication in 
nature. Through 1998: “Probing Mars.” 
Ongoing: “On the Surface of Things: Images 
of the Extraordinary in Science.” 
FRANKLIN PARK ZOO (442-2002), 1 
Franklin Park Rd., Boston. Mon.-Fri. 10 
a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat. Sun. 10 a.m.-6 p.m 
Admission $6, $5 for seniors, $3 for children 
Home to over 150 species of mostly endan- 
gered or threatened animals including snow 
leopards, the “African Tropical Forest,” and 
“Bongo Congo” featuring bongo antelope, 
zebras, ostrich, ibex, auodad sheep and vul- 
tures. 

FRUITLANDS MUSEUMS (978-456-3924), 
102 Prospect Hill Rd., Harvard. Tues.-Sun 
and Mon. holidays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m 
Admission $1. Fruitlands Museums is com- 
prised of four museums of 19th century 
American art and history, the Picture 
Gallery, Indian Museum, Shaker Museum, 
and Fruitlands Farmhouse, home of Branson 
Alcott and his followers in 1843, plus nature 
trails and a tea room. Ongoing: “One 
Thousand Generations”; “The Invention of 
Childhood”; “Reproduction Seed Boxes by 
Marty Travis"; “Thoreau's Indian Relics”; 
“Generations of Tradition.” 

FULLER MUSEUM OF ART (508-588- 
6000), 455 Oak St., Brockton. Tues.-Sun., 
noon-5 p.m. Admission $3, $2 for seniors 
and students. Permanent collection features 
over 4,000 pieces of 19th and 20th century 
American art and crafts. Through Jan. 3: 
“Richard Storkfelt: Ebeltoft, Denmark’; 
“Alfred Duca: The Figurative Paintings.” 
GARDEN IN THE WOODS (508-877-6574), 
180 Hemenway Rd., Framingham. Tues.- 
Sun., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $6, $5 for 
seniors, $3 for children. Features woodland 
trails over 45 acres of wildflowers, ferns, 
shrubs, and trees. Garden displays over 
1600 varieties of plants, including 200 rare 
and endangered species. 

GIBSON HOUSE MUSEUM (267-6338), 
137 Beacon St., Boston. Call for hours. Built 
in 1859 and preserved as a legacy of the 
Victorian era, the Museum is open for tours 
Sat.-Sun at 1, 2, and 3 p.m 

GORE PLACE (781-894-2798), 52 Gore St 
Waltham. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-3 p.m. Admission 
$4, $3 for students and seniors, $2 for chil- 
dren. An 1805 mansion with Federal-period 
furnishings, and surrounded by 45 acres of 
gardens and grounds. Guided tours Tues.- 
Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. 
GROPIUS HOUSE (781-259-8098), 68 
Baker Bridge Rd., Lincoln. Sat.-Sun., 11 
a.m.-4 p.m. Admission $5, $4.50 for seniors, 
$2.50 for students and children. A 1938 
house incorporating traditional elements of 
New England architecture and aspects of 
modern design, designed by Walter Gropius 
Tours on the hour, 11 a.m.-4 p.m 
HARRISON GRAY OTIS HOUSE (227- 
3956), 141 Cambridge St., Boston. Wed.- 
Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $4, $3.50 for 
seniors, $2 for children. Designed by 
Charles Bulfinch in 1796 and restored in the 
1970's, the grand mansion provides insight 
into the social, business, and family life of 
the American elite in the New Republic. 
Guided Tours of the house are Wed.-Sun., 
11 am.-4 p.m. on the hour (all visitation is 
guided). 

HIGGINS ARMORY MUSEUM (508-853- 
6015), 100 Barber Ave., Worcester. Tues.- 
Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun., noon-4 p.m. 
Admission $4.75, $4 for seniors, $3.75 for 
children. Through May 23: “Road Warriors: 
Knight Riders.” Ongoing: “Arms and Armor 
Around the World"; “Battle of Grandson’; 
“The Nightwatchman,” a charcoal drawing by 
Norman Rockwell; “The Armorer's Craft.” 
“Mars and the Muses.” 

HISTORIC DEERFIELD (413-774-5581), 
across from the Deerfield Inn, in the town 
center. All houses open daily, 9:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. Research Library open Mon.-Fri. 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. Admission for all 12 houses 
(valid for two days) $10, $5 for children six to 
17, free for children under six. A museum vil- 
of Deerfield, featuring 13 museum houses — 
along a mile-long street — dating from the 
18th and 19th centuries and housing collec- 
tions of American furniture, silver, textiles, 
and English and Chinese,ceramics, (uy uc 





HOUSE OF THE SEVEN GABLES (978 
744-0991), 54 Turner St., Salem. Daily, 10 
a.m.-4:30 p.m. Admission $7, $4 for children 
7-17, free for children 6 and under. The 
House of the Seven Gables, the inspiration 
for Nathaniel Hawthorne's Novel, is the old- 
est 17th century mansion remaining in New 
England. Furnishings include furniture and 
artifacts spanning three centuries, including 
Hawthorne memorabilia. The grounds also 
contain Hawthorne's birthplace, a 19th-cen- 
tury counting house, period gardens, and a 
visitor center with interactive video, orienta- 
tion programs, and garden cafe. Currently 
on view: “Digging Up the Past: 330 Years of 
Salem's History at the House of the Seven 
Gables"; “Images of the Seven Gables 
Paintings, Prints, and Photographs of 
Salem's Most Illuminated Home.” 

HULL LIFESAVING MUSEUM (781-925- 
LIFE), 1117 Nantasket Ave., Hull. Wed.- 
Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admission $3, $2 for 
seniors, $1.50 for children 5-17, children 
under 5 free. An 1889 U.S. Life Saving 
Station restored as a living history museum. 
Includes the surfboat Nantasket, watch 
tower, radio room, and lighthouse display. 
Recent additions include a video program on 
“Shipwrecks, Saviours, and Survivors,” and 
a new exhibit highlighting ocean rowing and 
boat building. Ongoing: “The South Shore: 
Lifesaving Birthplace.” 

INSTITUTE OF CONTEMPORARY ART 
(266-5152), 955 Boylston St., Boston. Wed., 
Fri.-Sun., noon-5 p.m.; Thurs., noon-9 p.m. 
Admission $5.25, $3.25 for students, $2.25 
for children and seniors, free after 5 p.m. on 
Thurs. Established in 1936 as the first non- 
collecting contemporary art institution in the 
US. 

ISABELLA STEWART GARDNER MUSE- 
UM (566-1401), 280 The Fenway, Boston. 
Tues.-Sun. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $10, 
$7 for seniors, $5 for students with ID ($3 on 
Wed.), free for children under 18. The muse- 
um, built in the style of a 15th-century 
Venetian palace, houses more than 2500 art 
objects, with emphasis on Italian 
Renaissance and 17th-century Dutch works 
Among the highlights are works by 
Rembrandt, Botticelli, Raphael, Titian, and 
Whistler. Guided tours given Fridays at 2:30 
p.m. Through Jan. 3: “Face to Face 
Photographs at the Gardner Museum’; 
“\sabella Stewart Gardner's Holiday Table.” 
JACKSON HOMESTEAD (552-7238), 527 
Washington St., Newton. Mon.-Thurs., noon- 
5 p.m.; Sun., 2-5 p.m. Admission $2, $1 for 
children and seniors. Home of abolitionist 
William Jackson, includes exhibitions on 
Newton and regional history highlighting the 
community as an early railroad hub and the 
home itself as a stop on the Underground 
Railroad. Children's gallery features hands- 
on exhibits. Currently on view: “Public 
Works/Public Workers"; “Restoration & 
Renewal: Newton Upper Falis & Newton 
Highlands”; “Centennials: Commonwealth 
Avenue, the Boston Marathon, and 
Norumbega Park"; “The Jacksons’ 
Contribution to Newton”; “World of Toys’; 
“Children’s Gallery & Abolition Room”; “Dolls 
from Around the World.” 

JOHN F. KENNEDY LIBRARY AND MUSE- 
UM (929-4523), Morrissey Blvd., Columbia 
Point, Boston. Daily, 9 a.m.-5 p.m 
Admission $6, $4 for students and seniors, 
$2 for children 6-15. Ongoing exhibitions 
that portray the life, leadership, and legacy 
of President Kennedy through memorabilia, 
video presentations, and settings. Ongoing 
“Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy’; 
“Jacqueline Bouvier Kennedy: First Lady”; 
“The State Dinner for Grand Duchess 
Charlotte of Luxembourg”; “John Glenn's 
Space Flight.” 

KENDALL WHALING MUSEUM (781-784- 
5642), 27 Everett St., Sharon. Tues.-Sat., 10 
a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Admission $4, $3 
for students and seniors, $2.50 for children. 
The Museum's collection of maritime art, 
artifacts, and curiosities covers six centuries 
and seven continents including an authentic 
whaleboat, historic ship models, whaling 
tools, and paintings from Benjamin Russell, 
William Edward Norton, William Bradford, 
and others. Exhibits examine Dutch, British, 
Japanese, Inuit, Native American, and 
African-American whaling. Ongoing 
“Harpooning the Hippo: The Native 
Hippopotamus Hunt in Botswana”; “Wick 
Ahrens Sculpture.” 

LLOYD CENTER FOR ENVIRONMENTAL 
STUDIES (508-990-0505), 430 Potomska 
Rd., South Dartmouth. Mon.-Fri., 8 a.m.-4 
p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Free 
Features aquaria, resource library, and 
observation deck 

LONGYEAR MUSEUM (277-8943), 120 
Seaver St., Brookline. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
4:15 p.m.; Sun., 1-4:15 p.m. Admission $3 
Museum exhibits explore the life of Christian 
Science founder Mary Baker Eddy through 
artifacts, manuscripts, books, and the bio- 
graphical history of early workers in the 
Christian Science Church circa 1910 
Located on 8 acres including flower gardens, 
a fountain, pool, and statues. The Museum 
also maintains three Massachusetts houses 
in which Eddy lived, at 23 Paradise Road, 
Swampscott (599-1853), open Mon.-Sat., 10 
a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 2-5 p.m.; 277 Main St., 
Amesbury (277-8943), hours by appoint- 
ment; and 133 Central St., Stoughton (277- 
8943), hours by appointment. The houses 
are open May 1 through Oct. 31, and admis- 
sion is $2, $1 for students. 

LOWELL NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK 
(978-970-5000), Lowell. Call for hours. 
Features the Market Mills Visitor Center in 
the former Lowell Manufacturing Company 
mill complex, a 19th century trolley, and the 
Suffolk Mill. 

—Boot Cotton Mills Museum, 400 Foot of 
John St. Daily 1-4 p.m. A re-creation of a 
1920's weave room plus exhibits and video 
programs about the Industrial Revolution, 
labor, and Lowell history. In the Boott Mills 
Boardinghouse, an exhibit on “Working 
People” focusing on the history of “mill girls” 
MASSACHUSETTS MUSEUM OF CON- 


TEMPQRARY. ART (41 3:664;4461), 8Z,. 





Marshall St., North Adams. Sat.-Sun., 11 
a.m.-5 p.m. Ongoing in the Clock Tower at 
MassMOCA: a multi-media sound installa- 
tion by Christina Kubisch 

MUSEUM OF AFRO AMERICAN HISTORY 
(742-1854), 46 Joy St., Boston. Mon.-Fri. 10 
a.m.-4 p.m. Collection includes documents 
artifacts, and art works pertaining to the 
African American experience in New 
England. Includes the African Meeting 
House, the oldest standing black church in 
America; and the Abeil Smith School, 
Boston's first public school for Black children 


GETTING WHAT you NE? 


1-800-639-4808 


and an early home of the Abolitionist move- 
ment. 

MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (267-9300), 465 
Huntington Ave., Boston. Mon.-Tues., 10 
a.m.-4:45 p.m.; Wed., 10 a.m.-9:45 p.m.; 
Thurs.-Fri., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 10 
a.m.-5:45 p.m. West Wing open Thurs.-Fri 
until 9:45 p.m. Admission $10, $8 for stu- 
dents and seniors, children under 17 free; $2 
after 5 p.m. Thurs.-Fri., free Wed. after 4 
p.m. Mon.-Fri.: introductory walks through 
all collections begin at 10:30 a.m. and 1:30 
p.m.; “Asian, Egyptian, and Classical Walks” 


97 Spring Street, Portland, ME 04101 


www meca.edu 


emdaate lim. (elaaisseari@uaelees marels 


“The show 


ANASTASIA TM & © 1998 Twentieth Century Fox Film Corporation. All Rights Reserved 


DECEMBER 18, 1998 ARTS THE BOSTON PHOENIX 37 


begin at 11:30 a.m.; “American Painting and 
Decorative Arts Walks” begin at 12:30 p.m.; 
“European Painting and Decorative Arts 
Walks” begin at 2:30 p.m.; Introductory tours 
are also offered Sat. at 11 a.m. and 1:30 
p.m 

— Permanent Gallery Installations: “Late 
Gothic Gallery,” featuring a restored 15th- 
century stained glass window from Hampton 
Court, 14th- and 15th-century stone, 
alabaster, and polychrome wood sculptures 
from France and the Netherlands; “Mummy 
Mask Gallery,” a newly renovated Egyptian 


| 


gallery, features primitive masks dating from 
as far back as 2500 B.C.; “European 
Decorative Arts from 1950 to the Present” 
“John Singer Sargent: Studies for MFA and 
Boston Public Library Murals.” 
— Exhibitions: Through Dec. 27: “Monet in 
the 20th Century.” Monet hours Mon.-Tues., 
10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Wed.-Fri., 10 a.m.-9:30 
p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Monet tick- 
ets $15-$17.50, $13-$15 for students and 
seniors, $5 for children. Through Jan. 10 
“French Prints from the Age of the 
Continued on page 38 
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Musketeers.” Through Jan. 17: “Reflections 
of Monet.” Through Jan. 24: “Ambassadors 
from the East: Oriental Rugs in the Museum 
of Fine Arts, Boston.” Through May 31 
“French Photography: Le Gray to Atget.” 
Ongoing: “The Art of Africa, Oceana, and the 
Ancient Americas’; “Egyptian Funerary Arts 
and Ancient Near East Galleries,” 

— Gallery lectures are free with museum 
admission. Thurs.: at 11 a .m., “17th- 
Century Dutch Painting,” presented by Amy 
Daughenbaugh. Sat.; at noon, “19th-Century 
American Landscape Painting,” presented 
by Guy Jordan. Sun.: at 2 p.m., “The Poets 
Tell of Christmas,” presented by Henry 
Augustine Tate. Wed.: at 6 p.m. 
“Ambassadors from the East: Oriental Rugs 
in the MFA,” presented by John Hermanson 
MUSEUM OF OUR NATIONAL HERITAGE 
(781-861-6559), 33 Marrett Rd., Lexington 
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m 
Free. Ongoing: “Lexington Alarm'd,” an intro- 
duction to Colonial Lexington exploring the 
town’s connection to the Revolutionary War 
Through Jan. 10: “The Peoples of Puerto 
Rico.” Through Jan. 17: “We Can't Win 
Without Them: Posters of Women in World 
War |." Through April 11: “Summer Camp.” 
Ongoing: “Initiating America: Three 
Centuries of Lodge Life’; “Lexington 
Alarm'd.” Dec. 19-20: “Model Railroad and 
Train Display.” 

MUSEUM OF SCIENCE (723-2500), 
Science Park, Boston. Daily, 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Fri., 9 a.m.-9 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Admission $9, $7 for children 3-14 and 
seniors. The Museum features the theater of 
electricity (with indoor thunder-and-lightning 
shows daily) and more than 600 hands-on 
exhibits. Ongoing: “Discovery Center’; 
“Investigate! A See-For-Yourself Exhibit’; 
“Welcome to the Universe”; “Science in the 
Park: Playing with Forces and Motion’; 
“Seeing Is Deceiving.” Through Jan. 3 
“Ocean Planet”; “To See the Sea.” Through 
Feb. 28: “K'NEXhibition.” Ongoing: “Everest 
Roof of the World"; “Living on the Edge.” 

— Admission to Omni, laser, and planetari- 
um shows is $7.50, $5.50 for children and 
seniors. Now showing: “Laser Beastie Boys,” 
Thurs.-Sat., 9:15 p.m.; “Laser WBCN,” 
Thurs.-Sat., 8 p.m.; “Laser Floyd's Wall,” 
Fri.-Sat. at 10:30 p.m.; “Laser Smashing 
Pumpkins,” Sun., 8 p.m.; “Laser Holiday 
Magic,” daily, 5:30 p.m 

MUSEUM OF THE NATIONAL CENTER 
OF AFRO-AMERICAN ARTISTS (442- 
8614), 300 Walnut Ave., Roxbury. Tues.- 
Sun., 1-5 p.m. Ongoing: “Aspelta: A Nubian 
King's Burial Chamber.” Through Jan. 10: * 
‘Empire of the Warrior Prophet’: The Sudan 
in the Age of the Mahdi, 1881-1898." 
MUSEUM OF TRANSPORTATION (522- 
6547), Larz Anderson Park, 15 Newton St., 
Brookline. Wed.-Sun. 10 a.m.-5 p.m 
Admission $5, $3 for seniors and children 











Features exhibits focusing on the automobile 
and its rcle in American society. Through 
Dec. 31: “The Anderson Room: A Tribute”, 
“From Lantern to Headlight: The Art of 
Automobile Lighting’; “Marques of 
Distinction: Early-Era Car Badges”; “The 
Historic Stable Room Rediscovered.” 
NAISMITH MEMORIAL BASKETBALL 
HALL OF FAME (413-781-6500), 1150 
West Columbus Ave., Springfield. Daily, 9 
a.m.-6 p.m. Admission $8, $5 for students 
and seniors, children free. A 48,000 square 
foot, three-level museum highlighting all lev- 
els of the game, featuring a virtual-reality 
game, interactive video monitors, a movie 
theater, hoop shoot-out, and historic memo- 
rabilia. Ongoing: a tribute to the history of 
basketball in the Olympic games. Through 
Jan. 10: “Heart & Soul: A Celebration of 
Women's Professional Basketball.” 

NEW BEDFORD WHALING MUSEUM 
(508-997-0046), 18 Johnny Cake Hill, New 
Bedford. Daily, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission 
$4.50, $3.50 for seniors and children 
Through Jan. 10: “ A Season of Magic.” 
Through June 30: “Traveling with Mrs. Tripp: 
A Merchant's Wife in the China Trade.” 
Ongoing: “The Story of the Factory Ship 
Ulysses and the Controversy of 20th- 
Century Whaling”; “The Chronicle of the 
Biue Whale”; “Moby-Dick: the Man and the 
Voyages”; “Josh Slocum: Alone Around the 
World”; “Spray”, “New Bedford Glass.” 

NEW ENGLAND AQUARIUM (973-5200), 
Central Wharf, Boston. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 
p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 9 a.m.-6 p.m. Admission 
$11, $10 for seniors, $5.50 for children 
More than 70 exhibits featuring aquatic ani- 
mals from Boston Harbor to the Amazon 
River. Includes the 187,000-gallon giant 
ocean tank, where visitors can observe coral 
reef fishes, pick up a horseshoe crab, and 
observe regularly scheduled shark feedings. 
Other exhibits include “Rivers of the 
Americas,” with animals from the Amazon 
and Connecticut Rivers; and the ecology-ori- 
ented “Boston Harbor: the Place, the 
Problem, the Plan.” Aquarium Harbor Tours 
depart daily from Central Wharf at 12:30 and 
2:30 p.m. Tickets $9, $7 for teens, $6.50 for 
children. Ongoing: “Sea Otters,” Abra and 
Nellie, West Coast sea otters, in a new rocky 
shore exhibit; “Aquarium Medical Center,” a 
public expansion of the aquarium's veteri- 
nary care hospital; “Georges Bank: The 
Fight for Survival”; “The Matthew’, “Coastal 
Rhythms: Creatures on the Edge.” 

NEW ENGLAND PIRATE MUSEUM (978- 
741-2800), 274 Derby St., Salem. Daily, 
9:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Admission $4, $2.50 for 
children. The museum features a dock-side 
village, a pirate ship and 80-foot cave, and 
60 life-sized pirates from yesteryear includ- 
ing Blackbeard and Captain Kidd. Also 
depicts colonial American life and New 
England pirates 

NEW ENGLAND QUILT MUSEUM (508- 








452-4207), 18 Shattuck St., Lowell. Tues.- 
Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sun., noon-4 p.m 
Admission $4, $3 for students and seniors 
Through Jan. 2: “Quilt National '97.” 
NORMAN ROCKWELL MUSEUM (413- 
298-4100), Stockbridge. Mon.-Fri., 11 a.m.-4 
p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. The Museum 
houses Rockwell's studio, and the world’s 
largest collection of his paintings. Ongoing 
“My Adventures as an Illustrator.” Through 
May 31: “Visual Solutions: Seven 
\Nustrations & the Creative Process.” 

OLD SOUTH MEETING HOUSE (482- 
6439), 310 Washington St., Boston. Daily, 
10 a.m.-4 p.m. Admission $3, $2.50 for stu- 
dents and seniors, $1 for children. A muse- 
um and historic site built in 1729 as a 
Puritan house of worship, the Meeting 
House served as the location for meetings of 
Colonial revolutionaries leading up to the 
war for independence 

OLD STATE HOUSE (720-3290), 206 
Washington St., Boston. Daily, 9 a.m.-5 p.m 
Admission $3, $2 for students and seniors, 
$1 for children. Ongoing exhibits detail the 
history of Boston during the Revolution, the 
history of firefighting, the John Hancock fam- 
ily, inns and taverns, and the Massachusetts 
Supreme Judicial Court. Also administers a 
Boston reference library and photographic 
resource center at 15 State St. Through May 
31: “Greetings from Boston;” “The Bloody 
Massacre on King Street: The Boston 
Massacre of March 5, 1770.” 

OLD STURBRIDGE VILLAGE (508-347- 
3362), 1 Old Sturbridge Village Rd., 
Sturbridge. Daily, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Admission 
(valid two consecutive days) $16, $15 for 
seniors, $8 for children, free under 6. The 
village is a living history museum with 40 
historical buildings on 200 acres, with cos- 
tumed interpreters demonstrating the work, 
family, and social life of 1830s-era New 
England. Through Jan. 3: “Northern Comfort 
New England's Early Quilts 1780-1850." 
ORCHARD HOUSE/HOME OF THE 
ALCOTTS (508-369-4118), 399 Lexington 
Rd., Concord. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; 
Sun., 1-4:30 p.m. Admission $5.50, $4.50 for 
students and seniors, $3.50 for children 
Home of the Alcotts and the site where 
Louisa May Alcott wrote Little Women in 
1868. Features personal objects and furnish- 
ings that belonged to the Alcott family, the 
Concord School of Philosophy, and historical 
programs and exhibitions. The museum 
offers a variety of guided “living history” 
tours. 

PAUL REVERE HOUSE (523-2338), 19 
North Sq., Boston. Daily, 9:30 a.m.-4:15 
p.m. Admission $2.50, $2 for students and 
seniors, $1 for children. Restored 17th-cen- 
tury house owned by Revere during the 
Revolutionary War. Next door is the 
Pierce/Hichborn House, a Georgian brick 
building built circa 1711. 

PEABODY ESSEX MUSEUM (800-745- 
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4054), East India Square, Liberty & Essex 
Sts., Salem. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admission $7.50, $6.50 
for children, $4 under 5, $18 for families 
Museum complex on two adjacent city 
blocks features 30 galleries, art and archi- 
tecture from America, Asia, and the Pacific, 
historic house tours, and a research library. 
Through Jan. 3: “Days of the Dead |.” 
Through April 11: “Capturing Poseidon: 
Photographic Encounters with the Sea.” 
Ongoing: “Going Places in Asia", “The Real 
Witchcraft Papers”; “A Folk Art Sampler”; 
“Order & Elegance: Masterpieces of Federal 
Furniture from Coastal Massachusetts’; 
“Ancient New Englanders.” 

— Liberty Street Building. Tours given at 2 
p.m. daily. The museum features a collection 
of marine paintings and drawineries devoted 
to porcelains, lacquerware, ivory, furniture, 
and silver of the China Trade 

— Essex Street Building. Gardens, historic 
houses dating back to 1684, and a research 
library. Museum features silver, glass and 
ceramics, portraits and landscape paintings, 
and dolls and toys. Permanent exhibitions: 
“Days of Judgment,” an exhibition commem- 
orating the 300th anniversary of the Salem 
Witch Trials. Guided tours of the John Ward 
House (1684), the Georgian Crowninshield- 
Bentley House (1727), and the Federal 
Gardner-Pingree House (1804). 
PLYMOUTH ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY 
(508-746-0012), Plymouth. Wed.-Sat., noon- 
4:30 p.m. 

— Harlow Old Fort House, 119 Sandwich St 
Admission $2.50. The 1677 house features 
costumed interpreters demonstrating 17th 
century household crafts including open- 
hearth cooking, weaving, and spinning. 

— Hedge House Museum, 119 Water St 
Admission $2.50. The Museum is am early 
19th century house transformed into a gallery 
space displaying the Society's textile collec- 
tion featuring the exhibit “Threads of Life.” 

— Spooner House, 27 North St. Features 
the furnishings of the Spooner family, who 
occupied the house from the 1740s through 
the 1950s. An exhibit showcases the daily 
activities of the Spooner women 
PORTER-PHELPS-HUNTINGTON HOUSE 
MUSEUM (413-584-4699), Rte. 47, Hadley 
Sat.-Wed., 1-4:30 p.m. The House, built in 
1752, portrays the activities of a wealthy 
18th-century household and its evolution into 
a 19th-century rural retreat and mid-20th- 
century example of historic preservation. 
QUINCY HOUSE (471-4508), 20 Muirhead 
St., Wollaston. Tues., Thurs., Sat.-Sun., 
noon-4 p.m. Admission $2. Built as a country 
estate in 1770, the Gregorian house is fur- 
nished with artifacts from several genera- 
tions of the socially and politically prominent 
Quincy family. 

SALEM MARITIME NATIONAL HISTORIC 
SITE (508-740-1660), Derby Street, Salem. 
Daily, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $3, $2 for 





children and seniors. Includes West India 
Goods Store, trail-side exhibits, wharfs, 
“Rigging Shed,” and ranger-guided walking 
tours. An orientation film, “To the Farthest 
Port of the Far East,” is shown every half- 
hour, 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 

SPORTS MUSEUM OF NEW ENGLAND 
(508-452-6775), 25 Shattuck St., Lowell 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 
p.m. Admission $3, $2 for seniors and chil- 
dren. A showcase for New England sports 
history through interactive exhibits , comput- 
ers, videos, mini-theatres, and memorabilia. 
Currently on view: “Harry Agganis: Athlete, 
Scholar, Gentleman”; “Candlepin Bowling’; 
“A Salute to the 50th Anniversary of the 
Boston Braves"; “Ted Williams Tribute’; 
“Women in Sports”; “Baseball Photographs 
by Bill Chapman”; “The Greater Lowell and 
Merrimack Valley Sports Tradition.” 
SPORTS MUSEUM OF NEW ENGLAND 
AT THE FLEETCENTER (78-SPORT), 
Northern Ave., Bostcn. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 
p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Admission $5, $4 for 
seniors and children. A showcase for Boston 
sports history through exhibits concerning 
the Boston Garden, FleetCenter 
SPRINGFIELD LIBRARY AND MUSEUMS 
ASSOCIATION (413-263-6800), at the 
Quadrangle, State and Chestnut Sts., 
Springfield. Wed.-Sun., noon-4 p.m 
Admission $4, $1 for children 6-18. 

— Connecticut Valley Historical Museum 
(413-723-3080). Housed in a neo-Georgian 
structure built in 1927, the museum features 
permanent exhibits of a craftsman’'s gallery 
and four period rooms 

— George Walter Vincent Smith Art 
Museum (413-733-4214). The museum 
houses a collection of 19th-century 
European and American paintings, plus 
Japanese arms and armor 

STONE PARK Z00 (781-438-5100), 149 
Pond St., Stoneham. Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 
p.m.; Sat. Sun. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. Admission $3, 
$2 for seniors, $1.50 for children. Home to 
over nine animal exhibits including “Major” the 
30 year old polar bear, a herd of bison, a 
colony of flamingoes, capybaras (the world's 
largest rodents), and spider monkeys 
Through Jan. 1: 5-9:30 p.m., “Santa's Castle.” 
SWATCH MUSEUM (864-1227), 57 JFK St., 
Cambridge. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-8 p.m.; Sun., 
noon-5 p.m. Ongoing: Swatch watches by 
Keith Haring, Christian LaCroix, Sam 
Francis, and others. 

USS CONSTITUTION MUSEUM (426- 
1812), Charlestown Navy Yard, Boston. 
Daily 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Free admission. 
Ongoing: “Around the World in Old 
lronsides,” chronicling the Constitution's 
diplomatic mission, and “A Look Below the 
Waterline: Preserving Old Ironsides” which 
explores past and current restorations of the 
boat. Through 1998, visitors can also 
observe the restoration of the S.S. Nobska, 
the last coastal steamship in the U.S 
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Through 1998: “Nobska.” Ongoing: “Old 
lronsides in War and Peace”, “Strengthening 
Old Ironsides.” 

WADSWORTH ATHENEUM (860-278- 
2670), 600 Main St., Hartford, CT. Tues.- 
Sun. 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $7, $5 for 
students and seniors, $3 for children 6-17, 
free for children under 6 and all on Thurs 
and on Sat. before noon. Collections of 
American and European paintings and 
sculpture, as well as glass, silver, Wallace 
Nutting furniture, and Meissen porcelain 
The second floor of the Morgan Building fea- 
tures the J. Pierpont Morgan collection of 
American decorative arts. Ongoing: “We 
Also Served: African-Americans in the U.S 
Military — Selections from the John H 
Motley Collection.” Through Jan. 3: “New 
Worlds from Old: 19th-Century Australian 
and American Landscapes.” Through Feb. 7 
“Designing Women: American Style 1940- 
1960." Dec. 18-Feb. 28: “Pieter de Hooch, 
1629-1684." Through Feb 28: “Mapping the 
Caribbean: The Atlantic Slave Trade’; 
“Frederick Douglass in Black and White.” 
WENHAM MUSEUM (978-468-2377), 132 
Main Si., Wenham. Mon.-Fri., 10 a.m.-4 
p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 1-4 p.m. Admission $4, 
$3.50 for seniors, $2 for children. The muse- 
um houses doll and toy collections with peri- 
od furnishings and costumes from as long 
ago as the 17th-century. Through Jan. 24 
“Snow Train to Bakersville.” Through Jan 
31: “Bears for All Seasons: A Teddy Bear 
Romp.” 

WORCESTER ART MUSEUM (508-799- 
4406), 55 Salisbury St., Worcester. Wed.- 
Fri., 11 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sun., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $6, $4 for 
seniors, students, and children. Admission 
free on Sat. from 10 a.m. to noon. The 
museum includes an extensive collection of 
Asian art in its Chinese, Japanese, Indian, 
and Islamic galleries. Korean ceramics 
from the 5th and 6th centuries are on dis- 
play. The American Portrait Miniature 
Gallery includes works by John Singleton 
Copley, James Peale, Robert Fulton, and 
Edward Savage 

THE WORDS AND PICTURES MUSEUM 
(413-586-8545), 244 Main St., North- 
ampton. Sun.-Thurs., noon-5 p.m.; Fri 
noon-8 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.-8 p.m 
Admission $3, $2 for students and seniors, 
$1 for children. Housed in the historic 
Roundhouse, built in 1856 as a gasworks, 
the museum has ongoing exhibitions of fine 
sequential art from the collection of Kevin 
Eastman, co-creator of Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles, featuring graphic narratives, 
fantasy illustrations, cartoons, and charac- 
ters of the 1970s, 1980s, and 1990s by 
comic book artists and illustrators, includ- 
ing works by Michael Ploog, Jack Kirby, Bill 
Sienkiewicz, Paul Mavrides, Gilbert 
Shelton, John Severin, Mark Martin, and 
Wally Wood. Also, “Heavy Metal 
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Nightmare: The Art of Richard Corben.” 
Through Jan. 31: “Creepy & Eerie with 
Richard Corben"; “Marvel Knights.” 


photography 


ARLINGTON CENTER FOR THE ARTS 
Gibbs Gallery (781-648-6220), 41 Foster St, 
Arlington. Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through 
Dec. 18: “Captured Moments: Four Takes.” 
ART INSTITUTE OF BOSTON (262-1223), 
700 Beacon St, Boston. Mon.-Fri, 9 am.-6 
p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. 
Through Jan. 16: “Retablos by Peruvian 
Artists Claudio and Vicenta Flores Jiménez.” 
ARTHUR GRIFFIN CENTER FOR PHOTO- 
GRAPHIC ART (781-729-1158), 67 Shore 
Rd., Winchester. Tues.-Sun., noon-4 p.m. 
Admission $3, $2 for seniors, free for stu- 
dents. Through Jan. 2: “David Malin: Night 
Skies: The Art of Deep Space." 

BERKELEY PERK CAFE (426-PERK), 69 
Berkeley St, Boston. Through Jan. 2: works 
by Jerry H. Hooten. 

BRANDEIS UNIVERSITY Rose Art Museum 
(781-736-3434), Waltham. Tues.-Sun., noon- 
5 p.m., Thurs. until 9 p.m. Free. Through 
Dec. 20: “Robert Smithson: Sideworks.” 
BUNKER HILL COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
(228-2018), 250 New Rutherford Ave., 
Boston. Call for hours. 

— Lobby Gallery, 175 Hawthorne St., 
Bellingham Sq., Chelsea. Through Dec. 20: 
“Chelsea TheatreWorks Exhibition.” 
CAMBRIDGE ART ASSOCIATION Lowell 
Street Gallery (876-0246), 25 Lowell St., 
Cambridge. Tues.-Sat., 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
—University Place Gallery, 124 Mt. Auburn 
St., Cambridge. Mon.-Fri, 5 a.m.-6 p.m.; 
Sat., 9 a.m.-1 p.m. Through Dec. 30: photog- 
taphy and sculpture by Dusan Petran and 
Anna Saimeron. 

CAMBRIDGE ARTS COUNCIL Gallery 57 
(349-4380), 57 Inman St., Cambridge. Mon.- 
Fri, 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m., until 8 p.m. on Thurs. 
Through Dec. 31: “Helen Hawes: Whispers, 
Echoes, Memories.” 
GENOVESE/SULLIVAN GALLERY (426- 
9738), 47 Thayer St., Boston. Wed.-Sat., 
10:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Sun., 2-5 p.m. 
Through Jan. 5: new photography by 
Christina Fritsch. 

HARVARD UNIVERSITY and RADCLIFFE 
COLLEGE, Cambridge. 

— Harvard University Museum of Cultural 
and Natural History (495-3045), 26 Oxford 
St. Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun. 1-5 p.m. 
Admission $5, $4 for students and seniors, 
$3 for children 5 to 13. Currently on view: 
“Bradford Washburn: The Highest Peaks.” 

— Schlesinger Library (495-8647), Radcliffe 
College, 3 James St., Cambridge. Mon.-Fri, 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan. 4: “Esther Heins: 
Of Glory in the Flower.” 

LEE GALLERY (781-729-7445), One Mt 
Vernon St., Winchester. Tues.-Fri, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Camera Work by 
Stieglitz, Steichen, Kasebier, White, and oth- 
ers.” 

LIGHT SOURCES GALLERY (261-0344), 
23 Drydock Ave., 3rd Fi, Marine Industrial 
Park, Boston. Mon.-Fri, 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
Through Jan. 8: Digital Sculpture by N 
Acoca 

MASSACHUSETTS COLLEGE OF ART 
Bakalar Gallery (232-1555), 621 Huntington 
Ave., Boston. Mon.-Fri, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 24: “Making It 
Real.” 

— Alumni Gallery, Tower Building. Through 
Jan. 15: “Nicholas Nixon: School.” 
MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECH- 
NOLOGY, Cambridge 

— MIT Museum (253-4444), 265 Mass. Ave. 
Tues.-Fri, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., noon-5 
p.m. Admission $3. Ongoing: “Flashes of 
Inspiration: The Work of Doc Edgerton.” 

— Compton Gallery (253-4444), 77 Mass 
Ave. Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. The Gallery 
houses Charles Lewis's color photos, which 
use advanced techniques such as pho- 
tomacrography, photomicrography, interfer- 
ometry, thermography, and light polarization. 
MIDDLE EAST (864-EAST), 472 Mass 
Ave., Cambridge. Call for hours. Through 
Dec. 31: black and white photos by Meghan 
T. Kriegel 

NEW ENGLAND SCHOOL OF PHOTOG- 
RAPHY Gallery One (437-1868), 537 
Comm. Ave., Boston. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Through Jan. 4: “Workshop Exhibition.” 
NEWTON FREE LIBRARY (552-7145), 330 
Homer St., Newton Centre. Mon.-Thurs., 9 
a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri, 9 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.- 
5 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. Through Dec. 30: 
“Cheryl Wilcox: Art for the Environment.” 
PANOPTICON (267-8929), 187 Bay State 
Rd., Boston. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Through Jan. 1: “Something Old, Something 
New.” 

PHILLIPS ACADEMY Addison Gallery of 
American Art (978-749-4015), Andover. 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. 
Through Dec. 20: “Pictorialism into 
Modernism: The Clarence H. White School 
of Photography.” 

ROBERT KLEIN GALLERY (267-7997), 38 
Newbury St., Boston. Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.- 
5:30 p.m. Through Jan. 9: works by Didier 
Massard. 

SALEM STATE COLLEGE Winifsky Art 
Gallery (978-741-6999), 352 Lafayette St., 
Salem. Call for hours. Through Dec. 22: mul- 
timedia works by art faculty. 

TUFTS UNIVERSITY Aidekman Arts Center 
(627-3518), Talbot Ave., Somerville. Wed.- 
Sat., noon-8 p.m.; Sun., noon-5 p.m. 
Through Jan. 3: “Hiroshima/Nagasaki: The 
Fallout"; “Richard Misrach: Nuclear 
Legacies.” 

WELLESLEY COLLEGE Davis Museum 
and Cultural Center (781-283-2051), 106 
Central St., Wellesley. Tues., Fri-Sat. 11 
a.m.-5 p.m.; Wed.-Thurs. 11 a.m.- 8 p.m.; 
Sun. 1-5 p.m. Through Dec. 31: “Consuming 
Passions: Photography and the Object”; 
‘The Secret Gallery: Hidden Stories of the 
Collection.” 

WEST NEWTON CINEMA GALLERY (964- 
6060), 1296 Washington St., West Newton. 
Daily, noon-10 p.m. Through Jan. 2: “Chris 











Bratt: Reflections.” 


universities 
BOSTON UNIVERSITY (353-3349). 

— George Sherman Union Gallery (353- 
3371), 775 Comm. Ave. Mon.-Fri, 11 a.m.-5 
p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 1-5 p.m. Through Dec. 18: 
“Sil Life Painting by the Zeuxis Group.” 

— Mugar Memorial Library (353-3736), 771 
Comm. Ave. Mon.-Fri., 9 a.m.-10 p.m 
Ongoing: “A View from the Vault: An 
Introduction to Special Collections”; “Jewish 
Ritual Silver from the Samuel Weisburg 
Memorial Collection’; “Martin Luther King, 
Jr.: Tribulations and Triumphs”, ‘The Parian 
Legacy: A Major Collection of Victorian 
Porcelain Statuary’; “Arthur Fiedler: Selected 
Papers from the Collection’; “The Bette 
Davis Archive: The Legacy of a Film 
Legend’; “The Papers of Somerset 
Maugham.” 

BROWN UNIVERSITY List Arts Center (401- 
863-2932), 64 College St., Providence, Ri. 
Mon.-Fri, 11 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., 1-4 p.m. 
— Haffenreffer Museum of Anthropology 
(401-253-8388). Sat.-Sun, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Ongoing: “Tourist Art’; “Passionate Hobby: 
Rudolf Frederick Haffenretfer and the King 
Philip Museum”; “African Worlds, African Art: 
The William W. Brill Collection’; “Hopi 
Katsina Dols: Ancestor Spirit Carvings.” 
HARVARD UNIVERSITY and RADCLIFFE 
COLLEGE, Cambridge 

— Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University 
(524-1718), 125 Arborway, Jamaica Plain. 
Mon.-Fri, 9 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., noon-4 
p.m. More than 6500 species of plants in a 
265-acre botanical garden designed by 
Frederick Law Olmsted. 

— Busch-Reisinger Museum (495-2397), 32 
Quincy St. Daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission 
$5, $4 for seniors, $3 for students, free for 
those under 18. Free admission Sat., 10 
a.m.-noon. Tours Tues.-Fri. at 2 p.m 
Features Central and Northern European art, 
including late medieval, Renaissance, and 
Baroque sculpture, 16th-century painting, 
and 18th-century porcelain. Features a col- 
lection of 20th-century German works. 
Through Jan. 10: “A Laboratory of Modernity: 
Aspects of Art in Weimar Germany.” 

— Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts (354- 
2713), 24 Quincy St. Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m.-mid- 
night; Sun., noon-11 p.m. Through Dec. 31: 
“Sean Scully: Works on Paper, 1975-1996." 
— Agassiz House (338-6163), 77 Brattle St, 
Cambridge. Call for hours. 

— Fogg Art Museum (495-2397), 32 Quincy 
St. Daily, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Admission $5, $4 
for seniors, $3 for students, free for those 
under 18. Free admission Sat., 10 a.m.- 
noon. Tours Tues.-Fri at 11 a.m. The deco- 
tative arts gallery includes 17th- and 18th- 
century British and American silver, furniture, 
and porcelain. The Maurice Wertheim 
Collection of Impressionist and Post- 
Impressionist works has re-opened. Through 
Dec. 27: “Behind the Line: The Materials and 
Techniques of Old Master Drawings”; “Prints 
and Privileges: Regulating the Printed Image 
in 16th-Century Italy.” Ongoing: “The Art of 
Identity: African Art from the Teel Collection’, 
“Investigating the Renaissance”; 
“Sublimations: Art and Sensuality in the 19th 
Century”; “The Persistence of Memory: 
Continuity and Change in American 
Cultures”; “Circa 1874: The Emergence of 
Impressionism’; “France and the Portrait, 
1799-1870"; “Abstraction"; “Gian Lorenzo 
Bernini: Sketches in Clay.” 

— Houghton Library (495-2444), Harvard 
Yard near Mass. Ave. and Quincy St. Mon.- 
Fri., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Ongoing: “Ucrainica at Harvard: The 
Ukrainian Research Institute's 25th 
Anniversary Exhibition.” 

— Harvard University Museum of Natural 
History (495-3045), 26 Oxford St. Mon-Sat 
9 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun. 1-5 p.m. Admission $5, 
$4 for students and seniors, $3 for chidren 5 
to 13. The Botanical Museum features 
exhibits on archaeobotany, ethnobotany, 
paleobotany, economic botany, and orchid 
taxonomy. The Mineralogical and Geological 
Museums feature mineral and ore collec- 
tions, with displays of gems and meteorites. 
The Museum of Comparative Zoology covers 
species from the earliest fossil invertebrates 
and reptiles to fish and reptiles alive today. 
Exhibitions also include whale skeletons, the 
largest turtle shell ever found, the Harvard 
mastodon, and a 42-foot-long kronosaurus, 
the only complete and mounted model of the 
sea reptile in the country. Ongoing exhibits 
include “The Ware Collection of Glass 
Models and Plants,” including more than 
3,000 glass flowers; “Modeling Nature,” an 
exhibit on glass and its use as an artistic and 
scientific medium; “Birthstones”; “The 
Geology and Mineralogy of Limestone 
Caves”; a “Great Mammal" halt the Romer 
Hall of Vertebrate Paleontology’; 
“Encounters with the Americas,” exploring 
pre-1492 American civilizations. 

— Peabody Museum of Archaeology and 
Ethnology (495-2248). North American 
Indian artifacts, pre-Columbian materials 
from Middle America, ancient pottery from 
North and South America, and objects repre- 
senting the Paleolithic and Iron Age cultures 
of Europe. 

— Radcliffe Ceramics Studio (354-8705), 
219 Western Ave., Aliston. Thurs., 3-8 p.m.; 
Fri-Sun., 10 a.m.-7 p.m. Dec. 17-20: “New 
Clay Work." 

— Arthur M. Sackler Museum (495-9400), 
485 Broadway. Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Sun., 1-5 p.m. Admission $5, $4 for seniors, 
$3 for students, free for those under 18. Free 
admission Sat., 10 a.m.-noon. Docent tours 
Tues.-Fri. at noon. The second and fourth 
floors feature a permanent collection of 
works from Oriental, Islamic, and ancient cul- 
tures. Through Jan. 3: “Symbol and 
Substance: The Elaine Ehrenkranz 
Collection of Japanese Lacquer Boxes.” 
Through Jan. 31: “Mastery and Elegance: 
Two Centuries of French Drawings from the 








Collection of Jeffrey Horvitz." 

— Semitic Museum (495-4631), 6 Divinity 
Ave. Mon.-Fri, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun., 1-4 
p.m. Ongoing: “Nuzi and the Hurrians 
Fragments from a Forgotten Past"; “Ancient | 
Cyprus: The Cesnola Collection"; ‘The | 
Pyramids and the Sphinx: 100 Years of 
American Archaeology at Giza." 

— Widener Library (495-2444). Mon.-Fri, | 
9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. Memorial Rotunda open | 
Mon.-Fri, 9:30 a.m.-10:45 a.m., 11:15 am.- | 
2:45 p.m., and 3:15-4:30 p.m. Ongoing: ‘The | 
Incredible Ditch: A Bicentennial Celebration 
of the Midelesex Canal” 

MASSACHUSETTS COLLEGE OF ART | 
Bakalar Gallery (232-1555), 621 Huntington | 
Ave., Boston. Mon.-Fri, 10 a.m.-6 p.m, Sat., | 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. 

— Huntington Gallery, 623 Huntington Ave. | 
Through Dec. 31: “Strange But True: Wiliam 
Wegman.” 
— Student Life Galley. 2nd Fl. Kennedy 
Building. Mon.-Fri, 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Ongoing: 
“Under Pressure.” 

MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECH- 
NOLOGY, Cambridge. 

— MIT Museum (253-4444), 265 Mass. Ave. 
Tues.-Fri, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat.-Sun., noon-5 
p.m. Admission $3. Ongoing: “Flashes of 
Inspiration: The Work of Doc Edgerton’, 
“Gestural Engineering: The Sculpture of 
Arthur Ganson”; “Holography: Artists and 
Inventors”; “MIT Hall of Hacks,” chronicles of 
MIT's history of pranks, wit, and wizardry; 
“Math in 3D," sculptures by Morton G 
Bradley, Jr.; “MathSpace,” a hands-on explo- 
ration of geometry. 

— List Visual Arts Center (253-4680), 20 
Ames St., Cambridge. Tues.-Thurs., Sat.- 
Sun., noon-6 p.m.; Fri, noon-8 p.m. Though 
Dec. 27: “Matthias Mansen: About the 
House”, “Lewis deSoto: Rectal.” 

— Compton Gallery (253-4444), 77 Mass. 
Ave. Daily 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan. 15: 
“Solar Energy in Architecture and Urban 
Planning’, works by Thomas Herzog. 

— Dean's Gallery (253-9455), 50 Memorial 
Dr. Mon.-Fri, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan. 22: 
“Donna Hami Talman: Signs of Life.” 

— Wiesner Student Art Gallery (253-3913), 
77 Mass. Ave. Call for hours. Through Dec 
31: “Murat Evren Kara: Old and New.” 

— Hart Nautical Galleries (253-5492), 55 
Mass. Ave. Mon.-Sun. 9 a.m.-8 p.m 
Ongoing: “Ships for Victory: American 
Shipbuilding's Finest Hour"; “Ship Models: 
The Evolution of Ship Design.” 

— Women's Studies Program (253-8844), 
Rm. 14E-316, 77 Mass. Ave. Call for hours 
Ongoing: “Women at MIT.” 

— Strobe Alley (253-4629), 77 Mass. Ave 
Call for hours. Ongoing: “Never Stop | 
Learning: The Life and Legacy of Harold 
Edgerton.” 

MONTSERRAT COLLEGE OF ART 
GALLERY (978-922-8222), 23 Essex St., 
Beverly. Mon.-Thurs., 11 a.m.-7 p.m.; Fri, 11 
a.m.-5 p.m.; Sat., noon-4 p.m. Through Dec 
30: ‘The Asian Connection.” 

—292 Cabot St. Studio. Through Dec. 22 
“An Artful Eye: Scenes of Beverly.” 
PHILLIPS ACADEMY Addison Gallery of 
American Art (978-749-4015), Andover 
Tues.-Sat., 10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m 
Through Jan. 4: “Frank Stella at Tyler 
Graphics"; “Hans Hoffman: Continuing the | 
Search for the Real”; “Phillips Academy | 
Student Show.” 

REGIS COLLEGE Carney Gallery (781-768- 
7034), 235 Wellesley St., Weston. Mon.-Fri, 
1-4 p.m. Through Dec. 21: “Gracia Dayton: 
Visions of Bali & Landscapes East & West.” 
— Cardinal Speliman Philatelic Museum | 
(781-894-6735). Tues.-Thurs., 9 a.m.-4 p.m 
Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m; Sun., 1-4 p.m. Ongoing 
an exhibit of the Fifth Bureau Issue, a.k.a 
the Presidential Series of 1938 

RHODE ISLAND SCHOOL OF DESIGN 
Museum of Art (401-454-6502), 224 Benefit 
St, Providence, Ri. Wed.-Thurs., Sat.-Sun., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Fri., 10 a.m.-8 p.m 
Admission $2, $1 for seniors. Through Jan 

3: “Joseph Lindon Smith and his Circle in 
Dublin, New Hampshire”, “Gifts of the Nile 
Ancient Egyptian Faience.” Through Jan. 17 
“Drawn from the Collection: Part of the 
Fabric.” Ongoing: “Focus on Form: American 
Furniture from the Museum's Collection.” | 
Dec. 23-April 4: ‘Tradition and Innovation in | 
American Watercolors.” 

— BEB Gallery, Bayard Ewing Building, 231 | 
South Main St, 4th Fl. Mon.-Fri, 8:30 a.m.-6 | 
p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 19: 
“Landscape Architecture Exhibition.” 

— Library Gallery, 2 College St., 1st Fl. 
Mon.-Thurs., 8:30 a.m.-11 p.m.; Fri. 8:30 
a.m.-8 p.m.; Sat., 10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Sun., 2-10 
p.m. Through Jan. 4: “Put It In Writing 
Artists’ Correspondence from the RISD 
Archive.” 

SUFFOLK UNIVERSITY New England 
School of Art & Design Gallery (536-0383), 
81 Arlington St., Boston. Mon.-Thurs., 9 
a.m.-9 p.m.; Fri, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Jan 
8: “recent works on paper by Mauricio 
Alberto Cordero. 

UMASS-BOSTON Harbor Art Gallery (287- 
7988), 100 Morrissey Bivd., Boston. Mon.- 
Thurs., 10 a.m.-5 p.m. Through Dec. 31: 
“Anthony Apesos: Mythologies.” 
UMASS-LOWELL University Gallery (978- 
934-3491), McGauvran Student Center, 
Wilder St., Lowell. Tues.-Thurs., noon-3 p.m. 
Dec. 20-Jan. 13: “BFA Candidates 
Exhibition." Reception Dec. 20, 2-5 p.m. 

— Dugan Gallery, Dugan Hall, Broadway, 
South Campus, Lowell. Dec. 20-Jan. 13: 
“BFA Candidates Exhibition.” Reception Dec. 
20, 2-5 p.m. \ 

WELLESLEY COLLEGE Davis Museum 
and Cultural Center (781-283-2051), 106 
Central St., Wellesley. Tues., Fri-Sat. 11 
a.m.-5 p.m.; Wed.-Thurs. 11 a.m.- 8 p.m.; 
Sun. 1-5 p.m. Through Dec. 31: ‘The Secret 
Garden: Hidden Stories of the Collection”, 
“The Shock of the View.” Ongoing: “Sol 
LeWitt Wall Installation: Process and 
Product.” 

WILLIAMS COLLEGE MUSEUM OF ART 
(413-597-2429), Williamstown. Tues.-Sat., 
10 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun., 1-5 p.m. Ongoing 
“American Identity: 19th-Century American 
Art from the Permanent Collection.” 
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“An extraordinary 
Christmas present!” 


Christine Temin, The Boston Globe 


BOSTON|BALLET’S 


the Nuteracker 


MORE THAN YOU IMAGINE! 
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NOVEMBER 27-JANUARY 3 


THE WANG THEATRE, 270 TREMONT ST. BOSTON sg 
CALL TELE-CHARGE 1-800-447-7400. 


Ticke ts also available at 


Boston Ballet at 617-695-6950, ext. 


O17 
All sales final. No 
a te 


© O-sSPONsors: TOYOTA 


350-6000. Special seats in the 
refunds. Ne 


I1-SSS-SS9Y-S587. 


The Wang Theatre 
i42, 
Waersart 


Box Office. 
or Show of the Month Group Sales at 


Director's Row, call 617-695-6955. 


Group Sales (23+): call 


Babe s-In-arms not admitt d. 


Te. o Harvard Pilgrim Lng 
HealthCare a 


» exchanges. 
a 
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‘<- BOSTON BOY CHOIR 


Call 


ae «ey ae 


presents 


FESTIVAL OF CAROLS 


featuring 


The Christmas Cantata 
by Daniel Pinkham 
with St. Paul Men’s Schola 


The Beacon Brass 


Sunday 3:30 pm Dec.13th 
Friday 8:00 pm Dec. 18th 
Sunday 3:30 pm Dec.20th 


St. Paul’s Church 
Harvard Square 
Tickets $14-$18-$20 


340-3202 





Find 
new acts 
ora 
new axe 
Tie ui 
Phoenix 
Classifieds. 


Bands looking for 
players and players 
selling their stuff. 
Find what you're 
KoXe) diate Incelanla 
atom ef=lelot-me) 
the Phoenix. 


ate (er-ma\0l6] ar-Cemelalilalcmret 
NAW AWA oles) Colalelatel-talb @eelanl 
or call 859-3300. 


Scottish Country 
Dancing! 


~LIVE MUSIC~ 


Instruction and Social Dancing 
Every Week 
Parties and Balls 
Throughout The Year 


Every Monday Night 
7:45pm - 10:30pm 


At the YWCA, 7 Temple Street 
Cambridge (Central Square) 
New Session starts January 4th 
Admission $6.00 


First Time Free 


Beginners Welcome 
NO PARTNER NECESSARY 
Wear Soft Soled Shoes 


Fun, Friendship & Great Music Await! 
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HARVARD SQUARE. 





Unitarian Church 


3 Church St. Cambridge 


corner of Mass. Ave., Harvard Square 
December 11-13 
Friday thru Sunday 
December 18 thru 24 
Friday thru Thursday 

THE ORIGINAL STILL THE BEST! 


Open 10 Days in All 


Hours: 10-7 Saturdays, 12-6 Sundays, 11-8 Friday 
11-7 Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 10-4 Thursday 24 





FRI. 8 PM, SAT. 2 & 8, SUN. 2 & 7 
ith ult JANUARY 3 ONLY! 


Tele-charge (800) 447-7400 


The Shubert Theatre/Show of the Month Groups 
(20+): (617) 350-6000 


| STUDENT RUSH! ¢ $21 TICKETS! | 
(Avail 2 hrs prior to perf at B.O. w/valid ID; Limit 2 tix per 











The Shubert Theatre Boston TTv: (888) 889-8587 
moe oS 


@ UNITED AIRLINES Tee 


rloenoslarious 


SHEAR MADNESS 


BOSTON'S HILARIOUS WHODUNIT 


SPECIAL HOLIDAY SCHEDULE: 

Dec 21, 22 & 23 at 8; Christmas Night at 8, 
Dec 26 at 6:30 & 9:30, Dec 27 at 3 & 7:30, 
Dec 28 & 29 at 8, Dec 30 at 2 & 8, New Year's Eve 
at 8, New Year's Day at 8, Jan 2 at 6:30 & 9:30 


ReG Perrs: Tue-Fri 8; Sat 6:30 & 9:30; Sun 3 & 7:30 


Charge tickets & gift certificates: 617-426-5225 
Charles Playhouse * 74 Warrenton Street 


THE BEST HOLIDAY SHOW FOR EVERYONE! 


This Season, Give the Gift of ‘BLUE MAN GROUP’ Gift Certificates 


Serio hast EE 
MAN 
GROUP 


YOU MUST CHECK IT OUT!” 


~veyee Kuttawadt, WEZ-TY Ch 4 





Now on Sale thru January 24th! 
Check out Blue Man Group on the Web at www.blueman.com! 


“Holiday Performance Schedule. Call for Other Added Perts! 


} WED. | THURS. SAT. SUN. 
| Dec. 15 Dec. 16 | Dec. 17 Dec. 19 Dec. 20 
8PM 8PM 8 PM 4,7&10 25&8 


—— a —- + 


Dec. 22 Dec. 23 | Dec. 24 Dec. 26 | Dec. 27 
5&8 5&8 4,7 & 10 [2sae 


gall 
Dec. 18 
7 & 10 PM 


| 
MON TUES 
Dec. 14 | 
No Pert 
Dec v2) 
No Perf 


Dec. 21 
8 PM 2&5PM 


| Dec. 30 | Dec. 31 
12.5&8 |4,7&10 


Jan. 2 ; Jan. 3 
4.7&10 3&6 


Jan. 1 
4&7 


Dec. 29 
2,.5&8 


Dec. 28 
2,5&8 


cee (617) 931-2787 


CHARLES PLAYHOUSE 74 Warrenton St, Boston/(617) 426-6912 


) 1-800-BLUEMAN 








erformance 





concerts 
[CLASSICAL 


THURSDAY 17 

BOSTON CONSERVATORY per 
forms at 12:30 p.m. at Federal 
Reserve Bank, 600 Atlantic Avenue 
Boston (973-3453). Free 
EMMANUEL CHILDREN’S CHOIR 
presents Christmas lessons and car- 
ols at 8 p.m. at Emmanuel Church 
15 Newbury Street, Boston (536- 
3356). Free 

HANDEL & HAYDN SOCIETY per- 
forms Bach's Christmas Oratorio 
Thursday at 8 p.m. and Sunday at 3 
p.m. at Jordan’ Hall, 30 
Gainsborough Street, Boston (266- 
3605). Tix $18 to $26 
LIONHEART perform medieval 
Christmas carols at 8 p.m. in Remis 


| Auditorium, Museum of Fine Arts, 
| 465 Huntington Avenue, Boston 


(369-3300). Tix $20, $16 for students 
and seniors. 

MESSIAH SING-ALONG is at 12:45 
p.m. at St. Paul’s Cathedral, 138 
Tremont Street, Boston (482-4826 
extension 1103). Free. 

NEC EXTENSION DIVISION 
OPERA WORKSHOP performs at 8 
p.m. at Brown Hall, 30 Gainsborough 
Street, Boston (585-1122). Free 


FRIDAY 18 

ALL NEWTON MUSIC SCHOOL 
CHILDREN’S CHORUS performs at 
7 p.m. at All Newton Music School, 
321 Chestnut Street, West Newton 
(527-4553). Free 

BOSTON BAROQUE performs 
Handel's Messiah Friday and 


| Saturday at 8 p.m. at Jordan Hall, 30 


Gainsborough Street, Boston (484- 
9200). Tix $16 to $45. 

BOSTON CAMERATA performs “A 
Baroque Christmas” featuring works 


| by Purcell, Monteverdi, Buxtehude, 


and others: Friday at 8 p.m. at 
Houghton Chapel, Wellesley 
College, Wellesley; Saturday at 8 
p.m. at the Church of the Covenant, 
67 Newbury Street, Boston; and 
Sunday at 3 p.m. at the First 
Congregational Church, 11 Garden 
Street, Cambridge (262-2092). Tix 
$20 to $30 

BOSTON CECILIA’S “HOMAGE 
TO THE VIRGIN” features James 
Woodman's The Midwife's Tale, 
Brahms’s Marienlieder, and 
Scarlatti's Christmas Cantata Friday 
at 8 p.m. at Church of the Advent, 
Brimmer and Mt. Vernon Streets, 
Boston, and Sunday at 3 p.m. at All 
Saints Church, 1773 Beacon Street, 
Brookline (232-4540). Tix $11 to $54 
BRIAN JONES offers an organ 
recital at 12:15 p.m. at Trinity 
Church, Copley Square, Boston 
(536-7545 extension 311). Free. 


| CHORUS PRO MUSICA performs 


| works by Britten, 











Schutz, and 
Campos-Parsi at 8 p.m. at Old South 
Church, 645 Boylston Street, Copley 
Square, Boston (267-7442). Tix 
$10.50 to $25.50. 
MASTERWORKS CHORALE per- 
forms Handel's Messiah Friday and 
Saturday at 8 p.m. at Cary Hall, 1605 
Massachusetts Avenue, Lexington 
(781-246-3847). Free. 


SATURDAY 19 

CIVIC SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 
OF BOSTON performs holiday 
works at 3 p.m. at Fine Arts Center's 
Casey Theatre, Regis College, 
Weston (781-768-7076). Tix $10. 
ETCETERA performs Christmas 
works by Telemann, Byrd, and oth- 


| ers Saturday at 8 p.m. at the First 


Congregational Church, 11 Garden 
Street, Cambridge, and Monday at 8 
p.m. at Follen Community Church, 
755 Massachusetts Avenue, 
Lexington (781-862-0339). Tix $10, 
$8 for students. 

ORIANA CONSORT performs works 
by Barber, Dunstable, Poulenc, and 
others Saturday at 8 p.m. at Follen 
Community Church, 755 
Massachusetts Avenue, Lexington, 


| and Sunday at 3 p.m. at Swedenborg 
| Chapel, 
| Cambridge (547-1798). Donation $5 


50 Quincy Street, 
to $8. 

BOSTON BAROQUE. See listing for 
Friday. 

BOSTON CAMERATA. See listing 


| for Friday 
| MASTERWORKS CHORALE. See 
| listing for Friday. 


| SUNDAY 20 


BELMONT OPEN READING fea- 
tures Handel's Messiah at 7:30 p.m. 
at Payson Park Church, 365 Belmont 


| Street, Belmont (484-4696). Tickets 
| $6, $4 for students and seniors 


CANDLELIGHT CAROL SERVICE 
is held at 4 and 7 p.m. at Trinity 
Church, Copley Square, Boston 


| (536-7545 extension 311). Free. 


EMMANUEL MUSIC performs 
Bach's Cantata No. 151 (Susser 
Trost, mein Jesus kommt) Sunday 
and Thursday at 10 a.m. as part of 
services at Emmanuel Church, 15 
Newbury Street, Boston (536-3356). 
Free. 


LAWRENCE KUIPERS performs 
organ works by Bach, Pachelbel 
Reger, and Vierne at 4 p.m. at 
Mission Church, 1545 Tremont 
Street, Boston (445-2600). Donation 
$10 

VIENNA CHOIR BOYS perform at 3 
p.m. at Mashpee High School 
Auditorium, Mashpee (508-477- 
2580). Tix $30, $28 for seniors, $16 
for children 

BOSTON CAMERATA. See listing 
for Friday 

BOSTON CECILIA’S “HOMAGE 
TO THE VIRGIN.” See listing for 
Friday 
ETCETERA. 
Saturday 
HANDEL & HAYDN SOCIETY. See 
listing for Thursday 

ORIANA CONSORT. See listing for 
Saturday 


MONDAY 21 

KAIROS performs Carolingian chant 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Meetinghouse, 
Andover Newton Theological School, 
210 Herrick Road, Newton (781-942- 
8730). Free. 

NIKITA POGREBNOY performs 
viola works by Marais, Schubert, and 
others at 8 p.m. at Longy School of 
Music, 27 Garden Street, Cambridge 
(876-0956 extension 120). Free. 


WEDNESDAY 23 
HARVARD GROUP FOR NEW 
MUSIC performs works by Vladimir 
Ussachevsky, Edgar Varese, and 
others at 8 p.m. at Paine Hall, 3 
Kirkland Street, Harvard University, 
Cambridge (661-1812). Tix $16 to 
$38 


THURSDAY 24 
EMMANUEL MUSIC. See listing for 
Sunday. 


dance 
PERFORMANCE 


THURSDAY 17 

BOSTON BALLET PRESENTS 
THE NUTCRACKER Thursday and 
Friday at 7:30 p.m., Saturday at 2 
and 7:30 p.m., Sunday at 1 and 5:30 
p.m., Tuesday at 7:30 p.m., 
Wednesday at 2 and 7:30 p.m., and 
next Thursday at noon at the Wang 
Center, 270 Tremont Street, Boston 
(800-447-7400). Tix $12 to $59. 
JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THE- 
ATRE OF BOSTON PRESENTS 
THE NUTCRACKER Thursday and 
Friday at 7:30 p.m., Saturday at 2 
and 7:30 p.m., Sunday at 2 and 6:30 
p.m., Monday through Wednesday at 
7:30 p.m., and next Thursday at 2 
p.m. at the Emerson Majestic 
Theatre, 219 Tremont Street, Boston 
(824-8000). Tix $9 to $28 


FRIDAY 18 

“A DANCER’S CHRISTMAS” is 
presented Friday at 8 p.m., Saturday 
at 2 and 8 p.m., and Sunday at 2 
p.m. at Robsham Theater, Boston 
College, Chestnut Hill (552-4800). 
Tix $15, $10 for seniors and children. 
BOSTON BALLET PRESENTS 
THE NUTCRACKER. See listing for 
Thursday. 

JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THE- 
ATRE OF BOSTON PRESENTS 
THE NUTCRACKER. See listing for 
Thursday. 


SATURDAY 19 

ZEITERION THEATRE PRESENTS 
THE NUTCRACKER at 2 and 7 p.m. 
at Zeiterion Theatre, 684 Purchase 
Street, New Bedford (508-997-5664). 
Tix $11.50 to $23. 

BOSTON BALLET PRESENTS 
THE NUTCRACKER. See listing for 
Thursday. 

“A DANCER’S CHRISTMAS.” See 
listing for Friday. 

JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THE- 


See listing for 


mii 


ATRE OF BOSTON PRESENTS 
THE NUTCRACKER. See listing for 
Thursday 


SUNDAY 20 

BOSTON BALLET PRESENTS 
THE NUTCRACKER. See listing for 
Thursday 

“A DANCER’S CHRISTMAS.” See 
listing for Friday 

JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THE- 
ATRE OF BOSTON PRESENTS 
THE NUTCRACKER. See listing for 
Thursday 


MONDAY 21 

JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THE- 
ATRE OF BOSTON PRESENTS 
THE NUTCRACKER. See listing for 
Thursday. 


TUESDAY 22 

BOSTON BALLET PRESENTS 
THE NUTCRACKER. See listing for 
Thursday. 

JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THE- 
ATRE OF BOSTON PRESENTS 
THE NUTCRACKER. See listing for 
Thursday. 


WEDNESDAY 23 
BOSTON BALLET PRESENTS 
THE NUTCRACKER. See listing for 
Thursday. 

JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THE- 
ATRE OF BOSTON PRESENTS 
THE NUTCRACKER. See listing for 
Thursday 


THURSDAY 24 

BOSTON BALLET PRESENTS 
THE NUTCRACKER. See listing for 
previous Thursday 

JOSE MATEO’S BALLET THE- 
ATRE OF BOSTON PRESENTS 
THE NUTCRACKER. See listing for 
previous Thursday. 


PARTICIPATORY § 


THURSDAY 17 

DICK SYATT’S SINGLES DANCES 
are offered Thursday at 8 p.m. at 
Vincent's Nightclub at Lombardo’s, 
Route 128 Exit 5A, Randolph, and 
Friday and Saturday at 8 p.m. at the 
Village Green, Route 1 North, 
Danvers (978-443-8131). Admission 
$3 to $7 

EXPERIENCED INTERNATIONAL 
FOLK DANCE is at 8:30 p.m. with a 
beginners’ lesson at 8 p.m. at First 
Unitarian Church, 404 Concord 
Avenue, Belmont (491-6083). 
Admission $6, $4 for students. 

NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS AND 
SQUARES is at 8 p.m. at the VFW 
Hall, 688 Huron Avenue, Cambridge 
(354-1340). Admission $5 
SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE is at 
8 p.m. with a beginners’ dance at 
7:30 p.m. at the Universalist Church, 
211 Bridge Street, Salem (978-745- 
2229). Admission $2 


FRIDAY 18 

BALKAN DANCE is at 8:30 p.m. 
with a beginners’ lesson at 7:30 p.m. 
at Dance Studio, 466 Franklin Street, 
Melrose (773-1615). Admission $7. 
CAJUN DANCE features music by 
Grand Bois at 7:30 p.m. at Calvary 
United Methodist Church, 300 
Massachusetts Avenue, Arlington 
(781-662-8967). Admission $7. 
CHICAGO BOSTON SINGLES 
DANCES are offered from 7:30 p.m. 
to 12:30 a.m. at the Westborough 
Indian Meadows Grand Ballrooms, 
Route 9, Westborough (508-485- 
7113). Admission $6. 

CONTRAS AND SQUARE DANCE 
features music by Roaring Jelly at 8 
p.m. with a beginners’ lesson at 7:45 
p.m. at First Parish Church Unitarian 
Universalist, 7 Harrington Road, 
Lexington (781-944-3544), 
Admission $5. 

DANCE FRIDAY is a smoke- and 
alcohol-free, barefoot, freestyle 
dance from 8:30 p.m. to midnight at 
23 Main Street, Watertown Square 


iPERT WTS 








(924-7276). Admission $5 
DANCE OF UNIVERSAL PEACE 
runs from 8 to 10 p.m. at the First 
Congregational Church, 11 Garden 
Street, Cambridge (776-5767) 
Donation $6 to $10. 
INTERNATIONAL FOLK DANCE is 
at 8 p.m. at the United Methodist 
Church, 421 Common Street 
Belmont (491-6083). Admission $6 
$4 for students. 
SALSA DANCE runs from 10 p.m. to 
1 a.m. with a lesson at 9 p.m. at 
Ryles Jazz Club (second floor), 212 
Hampshire Street, Cambridge (876- 
9330). Admission $7, $5 for students 
DICK SYATT’S SINGLES DANCES. 
See listing for Thursday 


SATURDAY 19 

NEW ENGLAND CONTRAS AND 
SQUARES is at 8 p.m. at Scout 
House, 74 Walden Street, Concord 
(978-369-7091). Admission $6 
SCANDINAVIAN DANCING runs 
from 8 to 10:30 p.m. at the Church of 
Our Saviour, 23 Monmouth Street, 
Brookline (781-891-3207). Admission 
$5, $3 for students and seniors 
TRADITIONAL NEW ENGLAND 
BARN DANCE features music by 
the Just Plain Folks at 8 p.m. at 
Central Congregational Church, 85 
Seaverns Avenue, Jamaica Plain 
(524-1767). Admission $5. 

DICK SYATT’S SINGLES DANCES. 
See listing for Thursday. 


SUNDAY 20 

EAST COAST SWING AND TWO- 
STEP is at 7 p.m. at Ashland Country 
Dance Hall, 162 West Union Street, 
Ashland (508-435-0950). Admission 
$4 to $8. 

ISRAELI DANCING is at 11 a.m. at 
Temple Israel, Longwood Avenue 
and Plymouth Street, Boston (566- 
3960). Tix $5. 

ISRAELI FOLK DANCING is at 8 
p.m. at Harvard-Radcliffe Hillel, 52 
Mt. Auburn Street, Cambridge (254- 
HORA). Admission $3, $2 for stu- 
dents. 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE runs 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Church 
of Our Saviour, 23 Monmouth Street, 
Brookline (325-6657). Admission $4 


MONDAY 21 

ISRAELI FOLK DANCING is at 8 
p.m. at Temple Kehillath Israel, 384 
Harvard Avenue, Brookline (776- 
8327). Admission $4, $3 for students 
NEW ENGLAND SQUARES AND 
CONTRAS features music by 
Yankee Ingenuity at 7:30 p.m. at 
Scout House, 74 Walden Street, 
Concord (781-272-0396). Admission 
$6 

SCOTTISH COUNTRY DANCE runs 
from 7:45 10 10:30 p.m. at the 
Central Square YWCA, 7 Temple 
Street, Cambridge (484-0950). 
Admission $6. 


TUESDAY 22 

BALKAN DANCE is at 8:30 p.m. at 
Sava Serbian Orthodox Church, 33 
West Water Street, Wakefield (773- 
1615). Admission $7. 

CONTRA DANCE runs from 7:30 to 
10:30 p.m. at the MIT Student 
Center, Room 407, 84 
Massachusetts Avenue, Cambridge 
(253-FOLK). Free. 

ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE runs 
from 7:30 to 10 p.m. at First Church 
Unitarian Universalist, Centre and 
Eliot Streets, Jamaica Plain (781- 
891-3296). Donation $5. 


WEDNESDAY 23 
ENGLISH COUNTRY DANCE fea- 
tures music by Bare Necessities from 
7:30 to 10:30 p.m. at the Park 
Avenue Congregational Church, Paul 
Revere Road, Arlington Heights 
(354-1340). Admission $6, $3 for stu- 
dents. 

FRAMINGHAM INTERNATIONAL 
FOLK DANCE runs from 8 to 10:30 
p.m. at Fayville Village Hall, Central 
and Grove Streets, Southborough 
(508-872-4110). Admission $3.50. 
ISRAELI! DANCE is at 7:30 p.m. with 
instruction at 7 p.m. at the Stratton 
Student Center Sala de Puerto Rico, 
MIT, 84 Massachusetts Avenue (sec- 
ond floor), Cambridge (253-FOLK). 
Free. 





IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN: Boston Baroque does Handel’s Messiah Friday and 


Saturday. 


COMPILED BY CAROLYN CLAY 


Note: Theaters often alter their 
schedules on holiday weeks, and 
they don't always remember to let 
us know, so it's best to call ahead 
before stepping out, particularly on 
Christmas Eve or Christmas Day. 
@ AMAHL AND THE NIGHT VISI- 
TORS. Julie Allen-Hamilton directs 
the holiday opera by Giancarlo 
Menotti. Presented by the 
Academy Playhouse at the 
Academy of Performing Arts, 120 
Main Street, Orleans (508-255- 
1963), through December 20 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday and at 2 and 8 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $12 to $14. 

@ BLACK NATIVITY. The National 
Center of Afro-American Artists’ 
house-rocking annual birthday bash 
for the Christ child is in its 29th 
year, with a cast of more than 100 
gospel singers and “exciting ethnic 
choreography, set to rhythmic 
African drums.” Elma Lewis is at the 
helm, with musical direction by 
John Andrew Ross. At Converse 
Hall, 88 Tremont Street (723-3486), 
through December 27. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. on Friday (no performance 
on Christmas), at 3:30 and 8 p.m 
on Saturday, and at 3:30 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $15 to $27.50. 

@ BLUE MAN GROUP. It would 
be difficult and unfair to catalogue 
fully the antics of the Drama Desk 
Award-winning trio of cobalt-paint- 
ed bald pates who have settled 
into long runs Off Broadway and at 
the Charles Playhouse. They begin 
their delightful and deafening 
evening of anti-performance art 
beating drums that are also deep 
buckets of paint, so that sprays of 
color jump from the instruments 
like breaking surf, and end by 
engulfing the spectatorship in tan- 
gles of toilet paper. Go experience 
it. At the Charles Playhouse, 74 
Warrenton Street, Boston (426- 
6912), indefinitely. Curtain is at 8 
p.m. on Wednesday and Thursday, 
at 7 and 10 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday, and at 3 and 6 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $35 to $45 

@ THE BOYS NEXT DOOR. Tom 
Griffin's 1987 comedy about four 
mentally challenged guys living in 
a group home was also made into 
a 1996 TV movie. This revival is 
expertly staged by Danny Peak 
and well acted (especially by Bill 
Mootos as a schizophrenic with 
delusions he's a golf pro), but the 
question remains whether we're 
laughing with, or at, the handi- 
capped characters. At Merrimack 
Repertory Theatre, 50 East 
Merrimack Street, Lowell (978- 
454-3926), through December 20 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. on Friday and 
Saiurday and at 2 and 7 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $22 to $31. 

@ CHARLOTTE’S WEB. A musical 
adaptation of E.B. White's irresistible 
love story of Wilbur the pig and his 
arachnid savior, with music by 
Charles (Annie) Strouse. Presented 
by Boston Children's Theatre at 
Suffolk University's C. Walsh 
Theatre, 55 Temple Street, Boston 
(424-6634), through December 30 
Curtain is at 2 p.m. on Saturday and 
Sunday through December 20; there 
are also winter-vacation-week per- 
formances December 27 through 30 
Tix $5 to $15. 

@ A CHILD’S CHRISTMAS IN 
WALES. Lyric Stage co-founders 
Ron Ritchell and Polly Hogan, 
whose association with that com- 
pany ended abruptly last season, 
are back! And they're inaugurating 
their Lyric West Theatre Company 
with the popular stage adaptation 
of Dylan Thomas's holiday remem- 
brance that was a Lyric staple for 
20 years. At the Community 
Church Center, 565 Boylston 
Street, Boston (288-7889), through 
December 23. Curtain is at 8 p.m 
Wednesday through Friday and at 
2 and 5 p.m. on Saturday and 
Sunday. Tix $25 to $27; $5 dis- 
count for seniors and children 

@ A CHRISTMAS CAROL. The 
annual attack of the killer Scrooges 
is underway. Trinity Repertory 
Company puts a new twist on its 
perennial Adrian Hall/Richard 
Cumming adaptation, moving it to 
20th-century Rhode Island ('), 
where first-time Scrooge Barbara 
Meek (a 30-year veteran of the 
company) and veteran miser 
Timothy Crowe alternate as the 
bah-humbugger. At Trinity Reper- 
tory Company, 201 Washington 
Street, Providence, Rhode Island 
(401-351-4242), through Decem- 
ber 27. Curtain times vary. Tix $30 
to $39 through December 24; $25, 
$12 for children under 12, 
December 26 and 27 only. The all- 
new Lyric Stage weighs in with a 
pairing of the Dickens classic — in 
a chamber adaptation by 
Christopher Schario and featuring 
company regular Michael Brad- 
shaw (who also directs) as the cur- 
mudgeon cruising for a conversion 


— and the Clement C. Moore 
poem The Night Before Christmas 
adapted for the stage by Spiro 
Veloudos and encompassing “an 
audience sing-along and a visit 
from Old Kris Kringle himself.” At 
the Lyric Stage, 140 Clarendon 
Street, Boston (437-7172), through 
December 20. Curtain is at 8 p.m 
on Friday, at 4 and 8 p.m. on 
Saturday, and at 3 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $24 io $30. The North 
Shore Music Theatre celebrates 
the 10th anniversary of its adapta- 
tion by Jon Kimbell, David James, 
and David Zoffoli, which is heavy 
on flashpots and period carols; 
once again, David Coffee is the old 
meanie. At the North Shore Music 
Theatre, 62 Dunham Road, 
Beverly (978-922-8500), through 
December 20. Curtain is at 8 p.m. 
on Friday, at 2 and 8 p.m. on 
Saturday, and at 2 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $28 to $36; half-price 
for youth, full-time students with 
ID, and NSMT Art Card holders 
The New Repertory Theatre intro- 
duces a radio-styled version by 
artistic director Rick Lombardo fea- 
turing five actors and a sound- 
effects man. At New Repertory 
Theatre, 54 Lincoln Street, Newton 
Highlands (332-1646), through 
December 21. Curtain is at 11 a.m 
on December 19 and at 7 p.m. on 
December 21. Tix $25; $15 for 
children 12 and under. Theater in 
the Open comes in from the cold 
of Maudslay State Park to present 
its version at the Firehouse Center, 
One Market Square, Newburyport 
(978-462-7336), through January 
3. Curtain is at 8 p.m. on Thursday 
and Friday, at 3 and 8 p.m. on 
Saturday, and at 3 p.m. on Sunday 
(no performances December 24 
and 25 and January 1; December 
31 show is part of First Night, 
Newburyport). Tix $13; $11 for 
seniors and students. Hartford 
Stage premieres its contribution to 
the orgy of humbuggery, in a ver- 
sion adapted and directed by artis- 
tic director Michael Wilson and 
designed by Tony winner Tony 
Strages, with four-time Obie win- 
ner Bill Raymond at Scrooge. At 
Hartford Stage, 50 Church Street, 
Hartford, Connecticut (860-527- 
5151), through December 27. 
Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, at 2 and 7:30 p.m. 
on Saturday, and at 2 and 6:30 
p.m. on Sunday. Tix $35; $25 for 
Hartford Stage subscribers; $27 for 
children. Portland Stage Com- 
pany softens the miser at the 
Portland Performing Arts Center, 
25A Forest Avenue, Portland, 
Maine (207-774-0465), through 
December 24. Curtain is at 7:30 
p.m. Wednesday through Friday, 
at 4 and 8 p.m. on Saturday, and 
at 2 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $18 to 
$22; $10 for children 18 and under 
and college students with ID. The 
American Stage Festival weighs 
in with a “music-filled version” at its 
Court Street Theatre, 14 Court 
Street, Nashua, New Hampshire 
(603-886-7000), through Decem- 
ber 20. Curtain is at 8 p.m. on 
Friday and at 2 and 8 p.m. on 
Saturday and Sunday Tix $14 to 
$20; discounts for seniors and stu- 
dents. And Company Theatre 
gets on the Scrooge bandwagon at 
30 Accord Park Drive, Norwell 
(781-871-ARTS), through Decem- 
ber 20. Curtain is at 8 p.m. on 
Friday, at 3 and 8 p.m. on 
Saturday, and at 3 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $13 to $17. 

@ THE CHRISTMAS REVELS. 
Patrick Swanson is once again at 
the helm of the annual celebration 
of the winter solstice, this year fea- 
turing “carols, comedy, melodra- 
ma, and sentiment,” with “British 
Pantomime, Music Hall Artistes, 
Dingley Dell Dancers, Pudding 
Lane Waits, Pearly King & Queen, 
and Pinewoods Morris Men.” 
Music direction is by George 
Emlen. At Sanders Theatre, 
Memorial Hall, Harvard University 
campus, intersection of Kirkland 
and Quincy Streets, Cambridge 
(496-2222), through December 27 

Curtain is at 8 p.m. December 18, 
19, 22, 23, and 26; at 3 p.m 

December 19, 23, and 26; and at 1 
and 5 p.m. December 20 and 27 

Tix $16 to $33; $10 to $28 for chil- 
dren under 12. (See our review, on 
page 10.) : 

@ CIRQUE INGENIEUX. A holiday 
touch-down by this “unique inter- 
national production” that mixes 
“the marvels of cirque and theater” 
and is “especially noted for its fam- 
ily appeal.” Based on the book by 
Norman Allen, it's the story of a 
young girl who becomes enthralled 
by cirque and embarks on “a surre- 
al Alice in Wonderland journey, in 
which she enters a dream-like 
state, heightened by unusual and 
sophisticated aspects of lighting, 
staging and the breath-taking acro- 


batics of cirque performers.” Those 
include contortionists, gymnasts, 
jugglers, aerial artists, and 
tightrope walkers from the US, 
Russia, France, Cuba, Germany, 
Italy, China, and Mongolia. The 
musical score is by Golden Globe 
Award winner Kitaro. Presented by 
Broadway in Boston at the Colonial 
Theatre, 106 Boylston Street, 
Boston (931-2787), December 22 
through 27. Curtain is at 7 p.m 
Tuesday through Friday and at 11 
a.m., 3 p.m., and 7 p.m. on 
Saturday and Sunday. Tix $35 to 
$55; $10 discount for children at 
certain performances 

@ CRUMBS FROM THE TABLE 
OF JOY. Seret Scott directs Lynn 
Notage’s “tender and insightful 
look at the African-American expe- 
rience in 1950s New York.” At the 
Yale Repertory Theatre, 1120 
Chapel Street, New Haven, 


AMERICAN REPERTORY THEATRE 


Connecticut (203-432-1234), 
through December 19. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. on Friday and at 2 and 8 
p.m. on Saturday. Tix $26 to $33; 
discounts for seniors and students 

@® ENCORE! Boston-based 
Chamber Repertory Theatre, which 
tours its programs of classic-short- 
story adaptations around the coun- 
try, makes a home-town stop with 
this bill of Edgar Allan Poe's The 
Tell Tale Heart, Washington Irving's 
The Legend of Sleepy Hollow, 
W.W. Jacobs's The Monkey's Paw, 
Guy de Maupassant’s The Neck- 
lace, and Mark Twain's The Cele- 
brated Jumping Frog of Calaveras 
County. At John Hancock Hall, 180 
Berkeley Street, Boston (542-9155), 
December 18, and at the Berklee 
Performance Center, 136 
Massachusetts Avenue, Boston, 
December 18, 21, and 22. Curtain 
is at 10:30 a.m. Tix $11.25 

@ THE GIFT OF THE MAGI. 
InStages Musical Theatre Compa- 
ny presents for a third season its 
original musical production, an 
adaptation by David Mauriello of 
O. Henry's classic holiday story of 
true love, good intentions, and bad 
timing. The score is by Robert 
Johnson; direction is by D.J 
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Salisbury. At Edward Pickman 
Concert Hall, Longy School, 27 
Garden Street, Cambridge (978- 
562-1446), through December 22 
Curtain is at 11 and 8 p.m. on 
Friday, at 3 p.m. on Saturday, and 
at 11 a.m. on Monday and 
Tuesday. Tix $17 to $19; discounts 
available for seniors and students 
@ THE GREAT AMERICAN 
BACKPORCH VAUDEVILLE 
REVUE. Marc P. Smith directs his 
own “salute to that grass-roots 
turn-of-the-century entertainment 
form which remains part of the 
heart and soul of American life 
today.” The show features old-time 
vaudeville numbers and original 
songs by musical director Stephen 
Murray. Presented by Worcester 
Foothills Theatre Company on the 
Foothills Courtyard, off Com- 
mercial Street, at the Worcester 
Common Outlets, Worcester (508- 
754-4018), through January 3 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. Wednesday 
through Friday (with a 2 p.m. mati- 
nee on Thursday), at 5 and 9 p.m 
on Saturday, and at 2 and 7 p.m 
on Sunday (no evening perfor- 
mance January 3). Tix $16 to $24; 
$8.50 student rush 

@ HAVING OUR SAY. Lois Roach 


directs the Boston-area premiere 
of Emily Mann's stage adaptation 
of Having Our Say: The Delany 
Sisters’ First 100 Years, which was 
a Broadway hit in 1995. The book 
is a remarkable compilation of his 
tory and chat compiled by cente- 
narian siblings Sadie and Bessie 
Delany, whose shared odyssey 
took them from the Jim Crow 
South to pioneering professional 
careers in NYC. And this produc- 
tion is well-acted by Kathryn 
Woods and Jacqui Parker. But the 
adaptation — essentially a chat by 
the Delanys with an unseen visitor 
to their home — is undramatic and 
tries to heap too much of a 200- 
year family history onto the stage 
At the New Repertory Theatre, 54 
Lincoln Street, Newton Highlands 
(332-1646), through December 20 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. on Friday, at 
4:30 and 8:30 p.m. on Saturday, 
and at 3 and 7:30 p.m. on Sunday 
Tix $22 to $28; discounts for 
seniors and students 
@ HOLIDAZE: A CHRISTIAN, A 
JEW, AND A HO, HO, HOMO 
TOO! A late-night holiday cabaret 
featuring the formidable talents of 
Kathy St. George, Bobbie Stein- 
Continued on page 42 


Discover Everything 
Theatre Can Be! 


Shakespeare's 


THE MERCHANT 
OF VENICE 


directed by Andrei Serban 


Dec 18, 19, 23, 29, 30 at 8pm 


Set in the teeming, multi-ethnic marketplace of 16th-century 
Venice, Shakespeare’s sprawling comic masterpiece confronts 
the best and worst of human qualities — tolerance and bigotry, 
charity and greed — ina story filled with dramatic intrigue, 
high farce, and sublime poetry. 


December 17, 22, 31 at 8pm 
SPECIAL WEEKDAY MATINEES: Dec 21, 22 at 10:30am 


December 20, 27 at 2&/7pm 


translated & adapted by 
Paul Schmidt 


directed by 


Liz Diamond 


“A phenomenal production, 
a brilliant choice to launch 
the A.R.T.’s 20th anniversary 
season! Randy Danson 
delivers a bravura 
performance as Phaedra. 
Searing, seductive... 

you'll find yourself gasping 


for air.” 


— Boston Herald 


“Compelling, effervescent, 
provocative!’ 
— Boston Globe 


http://www.amrep.org 


Dec 26 at 2&8pm 


64 Brattle St » Harvard Sq * Cambridge * 617-547-8300 
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29th Anniversary Season 


THE NATIONAL CENTER OF 
AFRO-AMERICAN ARTISTS 


A gospel song-play, 


presents Langston Hughes’ 


A message about peace, 


ACU MUN ceo B 


From the young and old 
To everyone young and old 


performance at 


TREMONT TEMPLE 


CONVERSE HALL 


88 Tremont Street, Boston, MA 


Box Office - (617) 723-3488 


617-442-9289 


General Information 


Tickets and Group Sales 


617-723-3486 


Matinee Performances at 3:30 pm 


Saturday, Dec. 12, 19, 26 
Sunday, Dec. 13, 20, 27 


Charge at Ticketmaster 
617-931-2000 
508-931-2000 


Evening Performances at 8:00 pm 


Friday, Dec. 11, 18 * Saturday, 


Sunday, Dec. 27 


Producer and musical director 
JOHN ANDREW ROSS 


Dec. 12, 19, 26 


Director & Executive Producer 
ELMA LEWIS 


TICKE) |) ASTER 


Ticket Prices: 
$15.00 - $27.50 
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Night « 
Out! 


Give the gift of dance. For an annual membership 

fee of $20, “Night Out!” members enjoy reduced 

price tickets to Boston Ballet productions, free gifts, 

and exclusive offers when using the American Express® 
Card at Back Bay Brewing Co., Brew Moon Restaurant 
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For information, call (617) 695-6955. 


At the Boston College 
Robsham Theater Arts Center 


December 11-20 
Fridays & Saturdays, 8pm 
Sundays, 2PM 
| Special Children’s Performance | 
| Saturday, December 19, 2pm 
Tickets are $15 each 
($10 for children and seniors) 


Call 617-552-4800 
for reservations 

Presented by the 
Boston Liturgical Dance Ensemble | 


eer 





















Continued from page 41 

bach, and Robert Saoud, along 
with “fractured crazy carols, wacky 
impersonations, poignant ballads, 
and a very special (and a bit 
naughty) take on ‘The Night Before 
Christmas.’ ” Musical direction is 
by Jonathan Goldberg. At the Lyric 
Stage, 140 Clarendon Street 
Boston (437-7172), through 
December 19. Curtain is at 10:30 
p.m. on Friday and Saturday. Tix 
$12. 

@ HOW MRS. GRINCHLEY 
SWIPED CHRISTMAS. A new 
Christmas tradition that's just good 
vulgar fun is Ryan Landry's drag- 
queen reworking of Dr. Seuss’s 
How the Grinch Stole Christmas — 
which includes an audience sing- 
along, the exclamation “What a 
bow job!” (referring to a wrapped 
gift, of course), and a Star of the 
East in the form of a Barbie on a 
string, her legs spread as far apart 
as possible. Don't bring Grandma 
Presented by Centastage at the 
Boston Center for the Arts, 539 
Tremont Street, Boston (426- 
0320), through December 19 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. on Friday and 
at 7 and 9 p.m. on Saturday. Tix 
$15; discounts for seniors and stu- 
dents. 

@ IMPROV ASYLUM. Former 
Boston Comedy Riot finalists Paul 
D'Amato and Chet Harding, with 
Norm Laviolette, are the core of 
this new improvisational-theater 
venue in the North End. The pro- 
jected schedule includes TV 2000, 
“original, irreverent sketch comedy 
that skewers modern television 
programming.” At the Improv 
Asylum, 216 Hanover Street, 
Boston (263-6887), indefinitely 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. on Thursday 
and at 8 and 10 p.m. on Friday and 
Saturday. Tix $10 $12 

@ JINKIES! THE TOTALLY 
UNAUTHORIZED, PARTIALLY 
IMPROVISED SCOOBY DOO 
MYSTERIES LIVE ON STAGE. 
Eric Pliner directs this inaugural 
production of the newly formed 
Fun & Games Stage Company, 
which combines “scripted parody 
of Scooby Doo with improv come- 
dy” — “with a few campy musical 
numbers and a dash of audience 
participation thrown in for good 
measure.” At Green Street Studios, 
185 Green Street, Cambridge 
(864-3191), through December 19 
Curtain is at 8 and 10 p.m. on 
Friday and Saturday. Tix $10; $8 
for students 

@ THE KING ANDI. A Yul-tide 
entertainment. At Seacoast 
Repertory Theatre, 125 Bow 
Street, Portsmouth, New Hamp- 
shire (603-433-4472 or 800-639- 
7650), through January 10. Curtain 
is at 7 p.m. on Thursday, at 8 p.m 
on Friday, at 4 (excepting 
December 19) and 8 p.m. on 
Saturday, and at 3 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $17 to $20; discounts 
for seniors, students, and children. 
@ THE LUCKY SPOT. Delvena 
Theatre Company presents the 
Boston premiere of Seth (Crimes 
of the Heart) Henley's play. Set in 
Pigeon, Louisiana, at Christmas of 
1934, the comedy “follows the for- 
tunes of a group of delightfully 
zany southern ‘misfits’ as they 
struggle valiantly to make a go of a 
rural dancehall during the 
Depression.” Donna Sorbello 
directs. At the Boston Center for 
the Arts, 539 Tremont Street, 
Boston (426-0320), through 
December 20. Curtain is at 8 p.m 
on Friday and Saturday and at 2 
p.m. on Sunday. Tix $15; $12 for 
seniors and students. (See our 
review, on page 11.) 

@ THE MERCHANT OF VENICE. 
Acclaimed director Andrei Serban, 
who returned to the American 
Repertory Theatre last season to 
stage a breakneck The Taming of 
the Shrew, is at the helm of this 
production of Shakespeare's 
“unsettling, ambiguous investiga- 
tion into the nature of prejudice 
and alienation and the uncomfort- 
able relationship between com- 
merce and morality.” The cast 
includes Will LeBow as Shylock 
and Kristin Flanders as Portia; 
Jonathan Epstein, a formidable 
Shylock in Shakespeare & 
Company's recent production of 
the work, changes parts — and 
religions — to play Antonio. The 
production features original music 
by Elizabeth Swados. Presented 
by the American Repertory Theatre 
at the Loeb Drama Center, 64 
Brattle Street, Cambridge (547- 
8300), in repertory through 
January 22. Curtain is at 8 p.m. on 
December 22, 29, and 31 and 
January 1, 2, 6, 9, 12, 13, 15, 16, 
21, and 22 and at 7 p.m. on 
December 20 and 27; there are 
matinees at 2 p.m. on December 
20 and 27 and January 2, 9, and 
17 and at 10:30 a.m. on December 
22 and 23 and January 21. 

@ MY CORNER OF BOSTON. A 
musical revue about life in the 
North End, “featuring the craziest 
bunch of ‘screwballs’ since 
vaudeville.” And chicken parme- 
san. At Ricardo'’s Restaurant, 175 
North Street, North End, Boston 
(720-3994), indefinitely. Curtain is 
at 7 p.m. on Saturday. Tix $39 in 
advance, $44 at the door, includes 
dinner. 





@ THE PAISLEY SISTERS’ 
CHRISTMAS SPECIAL. This 
reprise of the 1996 musical come- 
dy about a middlebrow sibling 
quartet with enormous hairdos 
starring in a 1964 live TV special at 
Christmas 1964 is a giddy delight 
Juxtaposing on-screen musical 
numbers with backstage crises and 
hilarious commercial parodies, the 
show by Jim Ansart, Joel 
Benjamin, Bret Silverman, and 
Steve Silverman is confidently 
directed by Sheila Stasack, with 
standout performances by Sheila 
Duffy Rehrig (think Jane Curtin 
impersonating Pat Nixon) and Amy 
Rivenbark, whose highlights 
include a bump-and-grind number 
called “Mrs. Santa Claus Blues.” 
Presented by Paisley Productions 
at the Institute of Contemporary 
Arts Theatre, 955 Boylston Street, 
Boston (931-2000), through 
January 2. Curtain is at 8 p.m. on 
Thursday and Friday and at 2 and 
8 p.m. on Saturday. Tix $26; $21 
for seniors and students - 

@ PHAEDRA. The American 
Repertory Theatre opens its 20th 
season on the Loeb mainstage 
with Paul Schmidt's new adapta- 
tion and translation of Racine’s 
French neo-classical tragedy about 
the Queen of Athens with a des- 
perate yen for her stepson. There 
is much to admire in the produc- 
tion, especially in the marriage of 
Riccardo Hernandez’s monumental 
vice of a set, Christopher Walker's 
anxious music, and Liz Diamond's 
boldly choreographic staging. 
Jonathan Epstein is a fine 
Theseus, his anguish searing but 
muted, and there is competent 
support all around. But Randy 
Danson, a spine-tingling Agave in 
last season's ART The Bacchae, is 
a Phaedra who conveys her char- 
acter’s debilitating depression and 
shame but not her almost feral lust. 
Presented by the American 
Repertory Theatre at the Loeb 
Drama Center, 64 Brattle Street, 
Cambridge (547-8300), in reperto- 
ry through January 14. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. December 18, 19, 23, 26, 
29, and 30, and January 5, 7, 8, 
and 14, and at 7 p.m. January 3 
and 10; there are matinees at 2 
p.m. December 26 and January 3 
and 10 and at 10:30 a.m. January 
12. Tix $23 to $55; discounts avail- 
able for seniors and students. 

@ PICASSO AT THE LAPIN 
AGILE. Provincetown Theater 
Company provides a lively outing 
for Steve Martin's clever comedy 
set in 1904 at the Paris boite of the 
title, where a young Pablo Picasso 
makes the acquaintance of a 
young Albert Einstein. Margaret 
Van Sant directs a cast savvy 
enough not to upstage the play- 
wright. On the cabaret stage at the 
Improv Asylum, 216 Hanover 
Street in the North End, Boston 
(263-6887), through December 21. 
Curtain is at 5:30 p.m. on Friday 
and Saturday, at 4 and 8 p.m. on 
Sunday, and at 8 p.m. on Monday. 
Tix $14. 

@ SAINT JOAN. Amanda Dehnert 
helms a stripped-down small-cast 
production of Shaw's masterful 
play about the Maid of Orleans; the 
staging promises to take the audi- 
ence on a “wild ride, with vigorous 
energy and non-traditional casting 
that liberates Shaw's sparkling wit.” 
Jennifer Mudge Tucker stars as 
“Joan of Arc: farm girl, military 
leader, and, ultimately, Saint.” At 
Trinity Repertory Company, 201 
Washington Street, Providence, 
Rhode Island (401-351-4242), 
through January 17. Curtain is at 7 
p.m. on Tuesday, at 8 p.m. 
Wednesday through Saturday 
(excepting December 24 and 25 
and 31), and at 2 and 7 p.m. on 
Sunday; there are additional mati- 
nees on selected Wednesdays and 
Saturdays. Tix $24 to $34; dis- 
counts for seniors, students, and 
the disabled. (See our review, on 
page 10.) 

@ THE SANTALAND DIARIES. 
Steve Maler directs popular comic 
actor John Kuntz in National Public 
Radio commentator David 
Sedaris’s stage adaptation of his 
acerb account of working as a 
Christmas elf in Macy's department 
store. The low-key sarcasm of the 
show's first half is less well-suited 
to the high-pitched Kuntz than it is 
to Sedaris. But once Kuntz 
changes into his uniform as 
“Crumpet” the elf and the narrative 
changes from wry observations to 
jaw-dropping accounts of psychotic 
Santas and frenzied parents, the 
actor lays claim to the material with 
hilarious ferocity. Presented by 
SpeakEasy Stage Company at the 
Boston Center for the Arts, 539 
Tremont Street, Boston (426- 
0320), through December 20. 
Curtain is at 8 and 10 p.m. on 
Friday, at 2, 8, and 10 p.m. on 
Saturday, and at 5 and 7 p.m. on 
Sunday. Tix $20 to $22.50; $16 to 
$18 for seniors and students. 

@ SCROOGE AND MARLEY. 
Gloucester Stage Company pre- 
sents its annual “community cele- 
bration,” artistic director Israel 
Horovitz’s adaptation of Dickens's 
classic tale of a miser gone soft. 
lan McColl directs. At Gloucester 
Stage Company, 267 East Main 
Street, Gloucester (978-281-0049), 














through December 31. Curtain is at 
8 p.m. on Friday and Saturday and 
at 5 p.m. on Sunday. Tix $10; $5 
for children. James M. D'Attilio 
directs another production of 
Horovitz's ghostly take on Dickens, 
this one presented by the 
Foxborough Regional Center for 
the Performing Arts at the 
Orpheum Theatre, One School 
Street, Foxbdrough (508-543- 
2787), through December 20 
Curtain is at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, at 
2 and 8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 3 
p.m. on Sunday. Tix $12; $10 for 
seniors and students; $8 for chil- 
dren under 12. 

@ SHEAR MADNESS. The drama- 
tis personae of this audience-par- 
ticipation whodunit (which is now 
the longest-running non-musical in 
American theater history) continue 
to comb Newbury Street for the 
murderer of a classical pianist who 
lived over the unisex hair salon 
where the show is set. At the 
Charles Playhouse Stage Il, 74 
Warrenton Street, Boston (426- 
5225), indefinitely. Curtain is at 8 
p.m. Monday (December 21 and 
28 only) through Friday (no perfor- 
mance December 24), at 6:30 and 
9:30 p.m. on Saturday, and at 3 
and 7:30 p.m. on Sunday (no 
shows January 3); there is an addi- 
tional 2 p.m. matinee on December 
30. Tix $30 to $34. 

@ SMOKY JOE’S CAFE. Vintage- 
rock songwriters Jerry Leiber and 
Mike Stoller liked to say they didn't 
write songs, they wrote records — 
and a healthy number of hit ones 
at that, from “Hound Dog” and 
“Jailhouse Rock” to “Love Potion 
#9.” This US national touring pro- 
duction of the Grammy-winning 
musical celebration of their tunes 
— redolent of “first kisses and last 
dances, hot summer nights and 
coo! midnight struts, blue-light din- 
ers and red-hot rock 'n’ roll” — is 
directed by four-time Tony winner 
Jerry Zaks. At the Shubert Theatre, 
265 Tremont Street, Boston (800- 
447-7400), through January 3. 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. Wednesday 
through Friday (no performances 
December 24 and 25), at 2 and 8 
p.m. on Saturday, and at 2 and 7 
p.m. on Sunday (no evening per- 
formance January 3); there are 
additional 8 p.m. performances on 
December 21, 22, 28, and 29 and 
2 p.m. matinees on December 23 
and 30. Tix $25 to $65. 

@ SUDDENLY ON CHRISTMAS 
EVE. “An original musical about 
hope and forgiveness, set in the 
Great Depression.” Composer 
Stephen Gerber conducts a 13- 
piece pit orchestra. Presented by 
Acts from the Heart at Westgate 
Church, 100 Winter Street, Weston 
(923-9439), through December 20. 
Curtain is at 8 p.m. on Friday, at 4 
and 8 p.m. on Saturday, and at 4 
p.m. on Sunday. Tix $15; $5 for 
children 6 to 12. 

@ THEATREZONE’S DECEMBER 
MULTI-CULTURAL THEATRE 
AND ARTS FESTIVAL. With this 
month-long festival of events, 
TheatreZone launches a million- 
dollar fundraising campaign to cre- 
ate a new performing arts center, 
the Chelsea Theatre Works, in a 
historic building in Chelsea. The 
center would house TZ’s “main- 
stage season, actor-training pro- 
gram, youth theater, and cabaret 
series and be the anchor of 
Chelsea's new Cultural District.” 
The festival winds down this week; 
here’s what's left. December 18 
and 19: Clarence Darrow. Ed 
Sorrell stars in David W. Rintels’s 
one-man show, based on Irving 
Stone’s book Clarence Darrow for 
the Defense, about the charismatic 
defense attorney best known for 
the Scopes trial. Curtain is at 8 
p.m. December 18 and 19: /t's a 
Wicked Good Life. Comic and writ- 
er Marty Barrett (The Orange 
Show) “updates and Bay States a 
classic holiday story”; in this ver- 
sion George Bailey's “a mild-man- 
nered guy from Billerica Falls, MA.” 
Curtain is at 10:30 p.m. December 
20: IMPROVathon. An interactive 
bash featuring TheatreZone 
Improv along with Guilty Children, 
ImprovBoston, Improv Asylum, 
Comédie du Jour, and “the ever- 
outrageous Marty Barrett.” Curtain 
is at 8 p.m. All performances are at 
the Actors Workshop, 40 Boylston 
Street, Boston (887-2336). Tix for 
Clarence Darrow and It's a Wicked 
Good Life $10 in advance, $12 at 
the door, $2 discount for seniors 
and students. Tix for 
IMPROVathon $15, includes 
refreshments. There is also an art 
exhibit ai Bunker Hill Community 
College, Chelsea campus, 175 
Hawthorne Street, Chelsea, 
through December 20, with an art 
auction December 20 from 2 to 4 
p.m. 

@ THE THREEPENNY OPERA. A 
new company, Le Black Kat, debuts 
with Bertolt Brecht & Kurt Weill’s 
classic rewrite of The Beggar's 
Opera. Ann Thomas directs; musical 
direction is by Andy Gaus. At the 
Works Theatre, 255 Elm Street, 
Somerville (705-7228), through 
December 19. Curtain is at 8 p.m. 
on Friday and Saturday. Tix $15; $5 
discount for donation of non-perish- 
able foods. (See our review, on 
page 11.) 
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“BURNIN’ HELL”: the Hook keeps on kicking. 


classical 


**x*x* Lorraine Hunt, Dawn 
Upshaw, Peggy Pearson, Jo-Ann 
Sternberg, Scott Yoo, 
Metamorphosen Chamber 
Orchestra, Greenleaf Chamber 
Players, John Harbison, AT 
FIRST LIGHT (Archetype). As 
John Harbison, Boston’s most dis- 
tinguished “younger” composer, 
approaches 60 (December 20), | 
can't imagine a better birthday pre- 
sent than this new recording. First 
there's the extraordinary Lorraine 
Hunt singing a work she premiered 
in 1989, the chamber version of 
books three and four of Nobel lau- 
reate Eugenio Montale's darkly 
cryptic and radiantly nostalgic 
Mottetti. The entire four-book, 20- 
poem cycle takes nearly an hour, 
and it remains one of Harbison's 
masterpieces of melody, color, 
invention, and poignant inward- 
ness. These gorgeously orches- 
trated sections may be less excit- 
ing than the original piano version; 
still, a rocking gondola, or a quota- 
tion from the “Bell Song” from 
Lakmé, aching memories of 
Montale’s lost love, are seductively 
evoked. Hunt's golden voice 
embraces, teases, lingers over, or 
flings out every syllable. So do the 
Greenleaf Chamber Players, with 
Harbison's favorite oboist, Peggy 
Pearson, at the center. 

Pearson returns with Scott Yoo 
and Metamorphosen in three more 
pieces. Snow Country, a “winter 
pastorale” (1979), takes off from 
where Schubert's Unfinished 
Symphony begins. Harbison gives 
her one of the great long-breathed 
melodies in contemporary music. 
She joins Dawn Upshaw in 
Chorale Cantata (1994), which 
alternates a chorale by Martin 
Luther with two brief, beautifully 
bleak poems by Michael Fried; 
then she and clarinettist Jo-Ann 
Sternberg are the volatile protago- 
nists in the comic and touching 
Concerto for Oboe and Clarinet 
(1984), which “one astute writer,” 
Harbison notes, called “scenes 
from a marriage." These perfor- 
mances are all, of course, both 
blissfully brilliant and uniquely 
authoritative. 


*** Placebo, WITHOUT YOU 
I'M NOTHING (Virgin). Placebo's 
irresistibly trashy new single, 
“Pure Morning,” sounds a little 
like gay minstrels the Frogs — if 
they jacked the beat from the 
Smiths’ “How Soon Is Now?" to 
lay down sarcastic lust-and-revul- 
sion nursery rhymes, then toured 
the nation’s hockey arenas. The 
rest of “Without You I'm Nothing" 
is about half as much fun — it's a 
classically bummed-out second 
album, where even the fashion- 
forward noise jams have an air of 
sad-star road fatigue. Ambi-sexu- 
al frontman Brian Molko's shivery 
voice, somewhere between 
Rush's Geddy Lee and News 
Radio's David Foley, is an 
acquired taste, and the world just 
doesn't need more smack- 
cabaret soliloquies like “The 
Crawl.” But “Ask for Answers” is 
a yearning, rainy ballad in the 


— Lloyd Schwartz 


James vein, as sublime as 
Corinne Day's amber-hued cover 
photo. And on “Burger Queen,” 
Molko serenades a street full of 
misfits and hustlers, cruising at 
the low end of the service econo- 
my, with the tenderness that 
comes from self-recognition: 
“Slightly bemused by the total 
rejection/Came to the world by 
Caesarean section/Dreams of a 
place with a better 
selection/Dreams of a face that is 
purer perfection.” 

— Alex Pappademas 


*x*x* Blonde Redhead, IN AN 
EXPRESSION OF THE 
INEXPRESSIBLE (Touch And 
Go). Ah, the sound of detuned 
electric guitars played loud. 
There's nothing like it — something 
the three musicians that make up 
Blonde Redhead are well aware of. 
They also know how to use it to 
their benefit. Take “Futurism vs. 
Passeism Part 2,” which backs 
Amedeo Pace’s softly intoned 
French monologue with a web of 
simple yet evocative minor-key 
lines played by Pace and-fellow 
guitarist Kazu Makino. What could 
easily have been pretentious ends 
up affecting, thanks to a crafty 
arrangement. 

Not everything here is up to 
that level. Several tracks, espe- 
cially the distorted, string-scrap- 
ing “IO,” 


the shadow of Sonic Youth 


(admittedly a hard task, and | 


maybe not even that desirable 
when you're playing music of this 
sort). And lyrics that already veer 
close to gibberish (“Corrupt temp- 
tation/Speed times distance 
equals time/Pain in my leg/A nee- 
dle pointing at neon")"are further 
mangled by Makino's uniquely 
Japanese pronunciation. But 
sometimes sound can be more 
important than meaning, and on 
songs like “Luv Machine” and 
“Missile,” which blend entrancing 
dual-guitar parts with Simone 
Pace's lurching drums and 
Makino’s high-flying vocalisms, 
Blonde Redhead make an attrac- 
tive noise indeed. 


— Mac Randall 
blues 


**x* John Lee Hooker, THE 
BEST OF FRIENDS 
(Pointblank/Virgin). This tribute to 
John Lee Hooker's 50th year in 
show biz kicks easy and hard. The 
disc, which assembles 12 collabo- 
rations the Boogie Man's cut over 
the past decade with long-estab- 
lished rock icons, opens with his 
1948 number-one hit “Boogie 
Chillen” in a 1998 reworking that 
features Eric Clapton sweating 
harder than any time since his last 
heroin withdrawal. From there, it 
goes on to sample the ways in 
which Hooker's songs fit neatly into 
other artists’ styles, from Santana's 
smooth Latin groove to Van 
Morrison's mystical soul to various 
shades of straight raunch from Ry 
Cooder, Jimmie Vaughan, Bonnie 
Raitt, and Los Lobos. 

The linchpin, however, is a dou- 
ble whammy that has nothing to 
do with Hooker's vaunted friends. 
First comes “Burnin' Hell,” a 
Startling renunciation of salvation 
featuring young upstart Ben 


reveal that Blonde | 
Redhead haven't entirely escaped | 


Harper that was cut just before 
John Lee's 81st birthday this past 
summer. That's followed by a 1993 
reminiscence about a long-ago 
Mississippi flood that the master 
takes alone, accompanied only by 
his acoustic guitar and one slow 
tapping foot keeping time across 
the ages. It's a reminder that this 


| tribute also kicks simply because 


Hook is still kicking. 
— Franklin Soults 


** 1/2 Chico Banks, CANDY 
LICKIN’ MAN (Evidence). Like 
the blues’ other great “candy lick 

r," Marvin Sease, newcomer 
Chico Banks promises the ladies 
a tongue lashing they'll never for- 
get. But most of us are likely to 
remember this vocalist/guitarist's 
debut album for his eloquent six- 
stringing. Banks plays like a 
fusion of Hendrix, Stevie Ray 
Vaughan, Albert King, and Ernie 
Isley — using his gently dirty tone 
and enough overdrive to keep his 
Stratocaster's notes sweetly 
singing. His own voice is just as 
honeyed; he's a crooner, not a 
shouter, which is in keeping with 
the loverman image this self- 
described “prettiest blues guy in 
Chicago” projects. What'll win gui 
tar freaks’ hearts is Banks's liber- 
al-but-groove-hugging use of wah- 
wah (most unconventionally on a 
winning, funked-up version of 
“The Sky Is Crying"), his knack for 
twisting conventional pentatonic 
solos into deft chromatic work 
outs, and the way he tosses off 
runs that dart toward free jazz 
before coming back to the bone 
Another high: Mavis Staples 
guests as gutbucket diva on “It 
Must Be Love.” 


* *&* 1/2 PACHA IBIZA 1998 (Max 
Music). This 30-track compilation 
highlights the vocal glories of 
house music. Remixed by DJ 
Pippi, who works the turntables in 
Ibiza — one of the world's most 
joyous disco sites — the set brims 
over with diva style and fast-paced 
Eurohouse from Italy and New 
York. If Jestofunk featuring Cinda's 
“Stellar Funk” and Fire Island fea- 
turing Loleatta Holloway's “Shout It 
to the Top” don't getcha, perhaps 


— Ted Drozdowski 


you'll fall for the righteous sweat of | 


Ultra Nate's “Found a Cure,” 


Barbara Tucker's unstoppable 


“Everybody Dance,” or Cevin 
Fisher's definitive “The Freaks 
Come Out.” 

The set's truest treats, howev- 
er, are its unknowns. Eurodance 
soars in |.D.F.’s “Kam’a Sutra”; the 
fey voice of Dance or Die’s “1 2 3 
4” epitomizes sweet opulence. 
Paul 
Renee's 


pop hit 


Amador tells it in “House Music,” 
as he croons, 


understands house music, it's a 


Spiritual thing, a body thing, a soul | 
over one of those dark- 


thing,” 
smooth, deep-beat tracks in which 





Main Project featuring | 
“| Need Love” pushes | 
hard-house groove to the max; | 
Azure's cover of Lillo Thomas's | 
“Mama Used To Say” | 
| recalls disco’s knack for creating | 

female versions of male hits. So | 
what's going on here? Eddie | 


“Not everybody | 


house music tells its secrets to 
those who choose to listen 


— Michael Freedberg 
= 
jazz 


* * 1/2 Chicago Underground 
Duo, 12 OF FREEDOM (Thrill 
Jockey). Jazz-wise Chicago has 
always been a bastion of idiosyn- 
crasy, so now that the city’s prog- 
rockers — maybe make that post- 
rockers — are poking into the 
improv realm, it's no surprise the 
resulting music is flecked with struc 
tural quirks. Initially dubious, | con- 
sidered this well-intentioned pair to 
be dabblers, and as far as form 
goes | guess they are. But as their 
emotionally graphic sound field 
reveals its acreage, it becomes obvi- 
ous that percussionist Chad Taylor 
and cornettist Rob Marzurek have 
found a novel symmetry between 
daring and design. Taylor's played 
bop in New York; Marzurek's down 
with the Tortoise clique. With help 
from guitarist Jeff Parker, they set 
their sights on creating sonic poetry, 
jotting pieces content to evaporate 
into the ether after conjuring a few 
pithy images. Their inspirations are 
local: “Lemon'Grass” and “Into the 
Unanimous Blue" resound with the 
grace of the Art Ensemble of 
Chicago's “That The Evening Sky 
Fell Through the Glass Wall and We 
Stood Alone Somewhere.” Other 
works especially a pair of 
piano/vibes fantasias, endorse Eno 
or Reich — ambiance with attitude 
Some expressionism is suggested 
But mainly the program banks on a 
kind of hush that allows for rumbles 
splashes, and blats to show their 
gentle side. It's not chops or virtuosi- 
ty that dazzle on 12, it's a near-cine- 
matic coordination of sound 

— Jim Macnie 


* * * 1/2 Francois Houle 5, IN 
THE VERNACULAR: THE MUSIC 
OF JOHN CARTER (Songlines). 
Canadian clarinettist Francois 
Houle takes on the music of the late 
clarinettist/composer John Carter 
and comes through with one of the 
best jazz albums of the year 
Carter's music is some of the most 
ambitious of the past two decades, 
and Houle captures the essence of 
it in quintet arrangements. He tack- 
les excerpts from Carter's monu- 
mental five-album tone parallel to 
the African-American experience, 
Roots and Folklore: Episodes in the 
Development of American Folk 
Music, as well as the previously 
unrecorded “Three Dances in the 
Vernacular.” Houle’s marvelous 
tone control and strong sense of 
line makes him a perfect match for 
this group's other horn player, trum- 
peter Dave Douglas. Bassist Mark 
Dresser, cellist Peggy Lee, and 
drummer Dylan van der Schyff pro- 
vide propulsive swing and elegant 
countermelodies. There are stand- 
out moments among the soloists — 
Houle on “Sticks and Stones,” 
Douglas on “Three Dances,” and 
the string players on “Karen in the 
Morning” — but it’s the group’s ded- 
ication to the music and their ability 
to function as a unit, especially in 
the group improvisations, that make 
this album such a fitting tribute to an 
American original. 

— Ed Hazell 


SMACK CABARET: Placebo deliver a classically 
bummed-out second album. 
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; I Top 5 Reasons to Shop FLIP SIDE | 
1. Yule Find It Here! (rarities, out of print, imports, & really obscure) 
1 19. Lots of New Releases & Sealed CD's 


(tis better to give than receive) 





: 
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van od i 
<=> ! 
FLIP SIDE! 
RECORDS a 

i 
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13. Prices of Christmas Past 
B (even Scrooge shops happily) 


14. Friendly and Personal Service 
(i saw Mommy kissing Jonas) 





1410 Beacon Street, Brookline, MA 
617-739-8622 


5. Holiday Gift Certificates - 10% off 


i 

| (the a choice for the inspirationally impaired) 
3 We Buy, Sell, & Trade - CD's, Tapes, LP's, 45's. 
i New, Used, Rare, and Vintage 


110% OFF your entire purchase with this ad ! 


L iV 4 UET your entire purchase with this ad 










W orbDSW ORTH Books 
DISCOUNTS ON 


Every Book, Every Day! 


Gift Ideas to Wrap Up 
Holiday ma 854 With 






































MY STORY 































List Price: $50.00 
Our Price: $42.50 














~ 30 Brattle St, Harvard Sq., ‘Cambridge 
(617) 354-5201~www.wordsworth.com 










(OF TIME le) aeAVi Mi icvelf-my-Ve anise) a <4 
Eventworks is seeking submissions for its 
1999 Arts Festival. Call 232°1555 x561 or |. 
Email us at eventworks @ massart.edu for 
submission guidelines. Deadline Jan. 6th. 






Want to escape those winter blues? 





Cheap tickets. Great advice. Mice people. 


Los Angeles $258 
Hong Kong $622 
Johannesburg $1038 

Honolulu $617 

London $278 
New Delhi $1195 
Y Chicago $189 


Student/Teacher ID may be required. 
Fares are subject to change 
do not include taxes, restrictions apply. 




































Eurail passes 
issued on the spot! 


(ome! Travel > 


CIEE: Council on International 
Educational Exchange 
273 Newbury St., Boston 
MIT Student Center. 
84 Mas 

















Que 1926.60! 
















WWwW.counciltravel.com 
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Unless otherwise noted, all filrn listings this 
week are for Friday December 18 through 
Thursday December 24. Film times often 
change with little notice, so please call the 
theater before heading out. Complete film- 
schedule information is always available 
on the Boston Phoenix Web site at 
http://www. bostonphoenix.com/ 


boston 


ALLSTON CINEMA (277-2140), 214 
Harvard Ave 

Please call for times 

Babe: Pig in the City 

Meet Joe Black 

Pleasantville 

CHERI (536-2870), 50 Dalton St 

No shows after 8 p.m. on Thurs 

You've Got Mail: 1, 4, 7, 10 

The Prince of Egypt: noon, 2:30, 4:45, 
7:20, 9:40 

Star Trek: Insurrection: 1:30, 4:30, 8, 
10:40 

A Bug's Life: 12:30, 3 (no show Sun.), 
5:15, 7:40 (no show Sat.), 10:20 

Mighty Joe Young: sneak preview Sat., 
7:40; Sun., 3 

COPLEY PLACE (266-1300), 100 
Huntington Ave 

No shows before noon Sun.; no shows 
after 8 p.m. on Thurs 

The Waterboy: 10:20 a.m., 12:50, 3, 5:15, 
7:30, 9:40 

Enemy of the State: 10 a.m., 11:45 a.m., 
12:30, 1, 2:45, 3:30, 4, 6, 6:30, 7, 9, 9:30, 
10 

American History X: 5:45, 8:40 

Meet Joe Black: 5:30, 9:10 

Jack Frost: 12:15, 2:35, 5, 7:20, 10:20 
Psycho: 10:40 a.m., 11:20 a.m., 1:20, 
1:50, 3:50, 4:20, 6:20, 6:50, 8:50, 9:50 
Very Bad Things: 11:30 a.m., 2, 4:40, 
7:10, 10:10 

Babe: Pig in the City: 12:25, 3:10, 5:40, 
8, 10:20 

The Rugrats Movie: 10:10 a.m., noon, 
1:10, 2:20, 4:30, 6:40, 9:30 

Stepmom: sneak preview Sat., 6:50 
MUSEUM OF SCIENCE, Omni Theatre 
(723-2500), Science Park, Boston. Tickets 
$7.50, $5.50 for children and seniors; 
Mon.-Wed. at 7 p.m. or later, $5, $3 for 
children and seniors 

Amazon: Fri.-Sun., 10 a.m., 2, 4, 6, 8; 
Mon., 10 a.m., 2, 4; fues.-Wed., 10 a.m., 
2, 4, 8; Thurs., 10 a.m 

Everest: Fri., 1, 3, 7, 10; Sat., 11 a.m., 1, 
3, 7, 10; Sun., 11 a.m., 1, 3, 7; Mon., 1, 3; 
Tues.-Wed., 1, 3, 7; Thurs., 11 a.m., 1 
Thrill Ride: Fri.-Sun., Thurs., noon, 5, 9; 
Mon.-Tues., noon, 5 

NICKELODEON (424-1500), 606 Comm. Ave 
No shows after 8 p.m. on Thurs. 

Waking Ned Devine: 1, 3, 5, 7:40, 9:45 
Celebrity: 2, 4:30, 7:30, 10:10 

Elizabeth: 1:15, 3:45, 6:45, 9:20 

Life Is Beautiful: 1:45, 4:15, 7:10, 9:35 

A Simple Plan: 1:30, 4, 7, 10 


brookline 


CHESTNUT HILL (277-2500), Rte. 9 and 
Hammond St 

No shows after 8 p.m. on Thurs. 

You've Got Mail: noon, 2:30, 5, 7:30, 
10:05 

A Bug's Life: 1, 3:15, 5:30, 7:45, 9:50 
Celebrity: 1:15, 3:45, 7 (no show Sat.), 
9:25 

The Waterboy: 1:40, 4:20, 7:15, 9:20 
Stepmom: sneak preview Sat., 7 

CIRCLE CINEMA (566-4040), Cleveland 
Circle 

Please call for times 

The Prince of Egypt 

Jack Frost 

Star Trek: Insurrection 

A Simple Plan 

Psycho 

Enemy of the State 

The Rugrats Movie 

COOLIDGE CORNER (734-2500), 290 
Harvard St. 

No shows after 8 p.m. on Thurs. 

La séparation: Fri, Mon.-Tues., Thurs., 
3:30, 5:30, 7:30; Sat.-Sun., 1:30, 3:30, 





Et 


TO 


UCHED BY AN ANG 





5:30, 7:30; Wed., 5:30, 7:45 

Velvet Goldmine: Fri.-Wed., 9:30 

Lenny Bruce: Swear To Tell the Truth: 3, 
7:45 (no show Wed.); Sat.-Sun., 1 

Gods and Monsters: 5:15, 9:45 

Matilda: Sat.-Sun., 11 a.m 

The Thin Man Goes Home: Wed., 2, 7:30 


cambridge 


BRATTLE (876-6837), 40 Brattle St., 
Harvard Sq 

It's a Wonderful Life: Fri., 4:45, 7:15, 
9:45; Sat., 2:15, 4:45, 7:15, 9:45 

Vertigo: Sun., 12:30, 5, 9:30 

Bell, Book and Candle: Sun., 3, 7:30 
Stranger Than Paradise: Mon., 3:30, 7:40 
Dead Man: Mon., 5:15, 9:30 

Far Away, So Close: Tues., 4:15, 9:30; 
Wed., 7 

Wings of Desire: Tues., 7; Wed., 4:30, 
9:30 

FRESH POND MALL (661-2900), 168 
Alewife Brook Parkway 

No shows after 8 p.m. on Thurs 

You've Got Mail: 1:10, 4:10, 7:40, 10:30 
The Prince of Egypt: noon, 1, 2:30, 3:20, 
4:40, 5:40, 7, 8, 9:20, 10:20 

Star Trek: Insurrection: 12:20, 2:40, 5, 
7:20, 9:30 

Jack Frost: 12:20, 2:40, 5, 7, 9:30 
Psycho: 12:50, 3:50, 7:50, 10:40 

A Bug's Life: 2:20, 3:40, 6:40, 9 

The Rugrats Movie: 12:40, 2:50, 5:10 
Enemy of the State: 12:30, 3:30, 6:50, 
7:10, 9:40, 10:10 

The Waterboy: 1:30, 4, 6:30, 9:10 
HARVARD SQUARE (864-4580), 10 
Church St 

No shows after 8 p.m. on Thurs 

Elizabeth: 12:30, 2, 3:15, 4:45, 7:15, 8:30 
9:50; Sat., 11:30 

A Simple Plan: 1:30, 4:20, 7, 9:40; Sat., 
12:10 

American History X: 1:45, 4:10, 6:45, 
9:30 

Pleasantville: 1, 3:30, 6:30 (no show 
Sat.), 9:15; Sat., 11:50 

Stepmom: sneak preview Sat., 6:30 

The Rocky Horror Picture Show: Sat., 
midnight 

KENDALL SQUARE CINEMA (494-9800), 
One Kendall Sq. 

No shows before 1:45 p.m. on weekdays.; 
no shows after 9 on Thurs 

Waking Ned Devine: 12:25, 1:30, 2:40, 
3:40, 4:50, 5:50, 7, 8, 9:10, 10:05 

Ten Benny: 12:50, 3:15, 5:25, 7:35, 9:50 
Gods and Monsters: 11:50 a.m., 2:20, 
4:40, 7, 9:30 

Life Is Beautiful: 11:45 a.m., 2:15, 4:45, 
7:20, 10 

Happiness: 1, 3:55, 7:05, 9:55 
Celebrity: 12:05, 2:35, 5:05, 7:40 (no 
show Mon.), 10:10 

Next Stop, Wonderland: 1:15, 3:25, 5:35, 
8:05, 10:15 

The Celebration: 12:35, 2:55, 5:10, 7:25, 
9:45 


suburbs 


ARLINGTON, Capitol (781-648-4340), 204 
Mass. Ave 

No shows after 8 p.m. on Thurs. 

Rush Hour: 7:25, 9:25 

Meet Joe Black: 12:30, 4:30, 8 

Babe: Pig in the City: 11:35 a.m. 1:35, 
3:35, 5:35 

Living Out Loud: 11:45 a.m., 1:45, 3:45, 
5:45, 7:45, 9:45 

Antz: noon, 1:40, 3:30, 5:30, 7:30, 9:30 
Monument Ave.: 7:35, 9:40 

The Wizard of Oz: 11:30 a.m., 1:25, 3:25, 
5:25 

There’s Something About Mary: 11:50 
a.m., 2:15, 4:35, 7:20, 9:35 

BELMONT, Studio Cinema (484-9751), 
376 Trapelo Rd. 

Please call for shows and times. 
BEVERLY, Cabot Street Cinema (978- 
927-3677), 286 Cabot St. 

The Celebration: Fri., Mon., 5:30, 8; Sat., 
2, 5:30, 8 

The Wizard of Oz: Tues., Thurs., 5:30, 8; 
Wed., 2, 5:30, 8 

BRAINTREE, General Cinema (781-848- 
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film listin 


1070), South Shore Plaza 

No shows after 8 p.m. on Thurs 

You've Got Mail: 1, 4, 7, 9:45 

The Prince of Egypt: 12:30, 3, 5:20, 7:30 
10 

Jack Frost: noon, 2:20, 4:45, 7:10, 9:20 
Star Trek: Insurrection: noon, 2:30, 5, 
7:30, 10 

A Bug's Life: 12:15, 2:45, 5:10, 7:40, 10 
Enemy of the State: 12:30, 3:30, 6:30, 
9:30 

The Waterboy: 12:45, 2:50, 5, 7:20, 9:40 
The Rugrats Movie: noon, 2, 4:20 

Babe: Pig in the City: 1, 3:45 

Psycho: 1, 3:45, 6:45, 9:50 
BURLINGTON, General Cinema |-X (781- 
229-9200), Middlesex Turnpike, off Rte 
128 Exit 32B 

No shows after 8 p.m. on Thurs 

You've Got Mail: 1, 4, 7:05, 10:10 

The Prince of Egypt: 12:20, 2:40, 5:05, 
7:35, 10:05 

Jack Frost: 12:20, 2:35, 5, 7:20, 9:40 

Star Trek: Insurrection: 12:10, 2:30, 5, 
7:30, 9:55 

A Bug's Life: 12:15, 3 (no show Sun.), 
5:20, 7:45 (no show Sat.), 10:15 

Enemy of the State: 12:40, 3:35, 7, 10 
The Waterboy: 12:30, 2:45, 5, 7:25 (no 
show Sat.), 9:50 

The Rugrats Movie: 12:45, 2:50, 5:10 
Psycho: 7:15, 10 

Mighty Joe Young: sneak preview Sat., 
7:30; Sun., 3 

Stepmom: sneak preview Sat., 7:15 
CLINTON, The Last Strand Cinema and 
Drafthouse (978-365-5500), 58 High St 
One True Thing: Fri.-Sat., 7; Sun., 6 

1 Still Know What You Did Last Summer: 
Fri.-Sat., 9:30; Sun., 8:30 

DANVERS, Liberty Tree Mall, Sony 
Theatres (978-750-9019), 100 
Independence Way 

Phone number subject to change; No 
shows after before 6:30 on Fri. or after 8 
p.m. on Thurs. 

The Prince of Egypt: 10:30 a.m., 11 a.m., 
11:30 a.m., 12:15, 1:10, 1:40, 2:10, 3, 3:50, 
4:20, 4:50, 5:30, 6:30, 7, 7:30, 8, 9:10, 
9:40, 10:10, 10:30 

You've Got Mail: 10:55 a.m., 12:30, 1:20, 
1:50, 3:30, 4:10, 5, 6:20, 7:107:50, 9:20, 
10, 10:40 

Star Trek: Insurrection: 10:50 a.m., 
12:40, 1:55, 3:40, 4:40, 6:35, 7:35, 9:30, 
10:35 

The Rugrats Movie: noon, 2:30, 4:55, 
7:20, 9:45 

Enemy of the State: 12:05, 3:15, 6:15, 
7:05, 10:15 

The Waterboy: 11:15 a.m., 1:35, 4, 6:25, 9 
A Bug's Life: 10:40 a.m., 11:20 a.m., 1:25, 
2, 4:05, 4:35, 6:45, 9:25 

Elizabeth: 10:35 a.m., 1:30, 4:25; 7:15, 
10:05 

Babe: Pig in the City: 10:45 a.m., 1:05, 
3:35, 6:10, 8:30 

Meet Joe Black: 12:45, 4:45, 8:45 
Psycho: 11:10 a.m., 2:20, 5:10, 7:45, 
10:20 

Jack Frost: 11:05 a.m., 1:45, 4:15, 6:50, 
9:50 

DEDHAM, Community Theatre (781-326- 
1463), 580 High St 

Antz: Sat.-Sun., 1, 3:30 

Home Fries: 7, 9:15 

Elizabeth: 6:45, 9:10; Sat.-Sun., 1, 4 
DEDHAM, Showcase 10 (781-326-4955), 
950 Providence St. 

Please call for times 

The Prince of Egypt 

Jack Frost 

Star Trek: insurrection 

Psycho 

A Bug's Life 

Babe: Pig in the City 

Enemy of the State 

The Rugrats Movie 

The Waterboy 

Mighty Joe Young: sneak preview Sat.- 
Sun ; 
FRAMINGHAM, General Cinema (508- 
628-4400), 22 Flutie Pass, off Worcester 
Rd., Rte 9 

You've Got Mail: 11:30 a.m., 12:45, 2:15, 
3:45, 5:15, 6:45, 9:45; Fri.-Sat., 11 

The Prince of Egypt: 11:30 a.m., 12:45, 
2:15, 3:30, 5, 6:30, 7:30, 9, 10:15; Fri.-Sat., 
11:15 





EL Wi: Bruno would cheer up if he could see the closing 


scene of It’s a Wonderful Life, also at the Brattle. 





& 


TOUCHED BY AN ANGEL I: Bruno Ganz looks gloomily down over Berlin in 
Wings of Desire, at the Brattle. 











Jack Frost: noon, 2:30, 5, 7:30, 9:45 

Star Trek: Insurrection: 11:45 a.m., 1, 
2:30, 4, 5:30, 7, 8:30, 10; Fri.-Sat., 11:15 
Elizabeth: 1:15, 4, 7, 10 

A Bug's Life: 11:45 a.m., 1:15, 2:15, 3:45, 
4:45 (no show Sun.), 6:15, 7:15 (no show 
Sat.), 8:45, 9:45 

The Waterboy: noon, 2, 4:45, 7:15, 9:55 
Life Is Beautiful: 1, 3:45, 6:45, 9:30 

The Rugrats Movie: 11:45 a.m., 2, 4:30, 
6:45 

Babe: Pig in the City: 12:15, 2:45, 5:15 
Very Bad Things: 7:45, 10:15 

Celebrity: 9 

Meet Joe Black: 7:45 

Mighty Joe Young: sneak preview Sat., 
7:30; Sun., 4:45 

HINGHAM, Loring Hall Cinema (781-749- 
1400), 65 Main St 

Living Out Loud: Fri., Mon.-Wed., 7; Sat.- 
Sun., 5 

Next Stop, Wonderland: Fri., Sat.-Wed., 9 
LEXINGTON, Flick (781-861-6161), 1794 
Mass. Ave 

Happiness: 6:45, 9:30; Sat.-Sun., 1 
Pleasantville: 7; Sat-Sun., 1, 3:30 
Celebrity: 9:30 

Antz: Sat.-Sun., 1:10 

MAYNARD, Fine Arts Theatre (978-897- 
8100), 19-21 Summer St. (Rte. 62) 

You've Got Mail: Fri., Mon.-Wed., 4, 7, 
9:15; Sat.-Sun., 1:30, 4, 7, 9:15; Thurs., 
1:30, 4 

Jack Frost: Fri., Mon.-Wed., 4, 7:10, 9:15; 
Sat.-Sun., 1:30, 4, 7:10, 9:15; Thurs., 1:30, 
4 

Home Fries: 9:15 

The Wizard of Oz: Fri.,-Wed., 4, 7:10; 
Thurs., 1:30 

NATICK, Sony Theatres (781-237-5840), 
Rte. 9, opposite Shopper's World 

No shows after 7:30 p.m. on Thurs. 
Psycho: 1:30, 4:45, 7:30, 9:55 

Home Fries: 1:45, 4:05, 6:30, 9 

Enemy of the State: 1, 2:15, 3:50, 5:10, 
6:40, 8, 9:30 

American History X: 6:45, 9:20 

I'll Be Home for Christmas: 2:, 4:30 
Pleasantville: 7 (no show Sat.), 9:40 
Antz: 1:15, 3:35 

Stepmom: sneak preview Sat., 7 
NEWBURYPORT, Screening Room (978- 
462-3456), 82 State St 

Without Limits: Fri., 6:30, 9; Sat., 4, 6:30, 
9; Sun., 5, 7:30, Mon.-Tues., 7:30 
NEWTON, West Newton Cinema (964- 
6060), 1296 Washington St. 

No shows before noon on weekdays. 
Touch of Evil: 5:10, 9:15 

Happiness: 1:10, 4, 6:40, 9:15 

A Soldier's Daughter Never Cries: 4:10, 
6:40 

Life Is Beautiful: 11:10 a.m., 1:40, 4:10, 
6:45, 9:15 

Lolita: 1:10, 9:10 

The Celebration: 11:20 a.m., 2:15, 4:30, 
6:50, 9:10 

Smoke Signals: 7:20 

American History X: 4:05, 9:15 

The Wizard of Oz: 11 a.m., 1,3 

Antz: Sat.-Sun., 11:20 

I'll Be Home for Christmas: Sat.-Sun., 
11:20 

Firelight: 11:20 a.m., 1:40, 6:50 
QUINCY, Quincy Cinema (773-5700), 
1585 Hancock St 

Please call for times 

The Prince of Egypt 

You've Got Mail 

Jack Frost 

Star Trek: insurrection 

Psycho 

Babe: Pig in the City 

The Rugrats Movie 

Mighty Joe Young: sneak preview Sat.- 
Sun 

Stepmom: sneak preview Sat. 
RANDOLPH, Showcase Cinema (781- 
963-5600), Rte. 139. 

Please call for times 

The Prince of Egypt 

You've Got Mail 

Jack Frost 

Star Trek: Insurrection 

Psycho 


A Bug's Life 

Babe: Pig in the City 

Very Bad Things 

Elizabeth 

Enemy of the State 

The Rugrats Movie 

The Waterboy 

Mighty Joe Young: sneak preview Sat.- 
Sun. 

Stepmom: sneak preview Sat. 


REVERE, Showcase Cinema (781-286- 


1660), Rte. 1 and Squire Rd. 

Please call for times. 

The Prince of Egypt 

You've Got Mail 

Jack Frost 

Star Trek: Insurrection 

Psycho 

A Bug's Life 

Very Bad Things 

Enemy of the State 

The Rugrats Movie 

| Still Know What You Did Last Summer 
The Waterboy 

Babe: Pig in the City: Sat.-Sun. 

Mighty Joe Young: sneak preview Sat.- 
Sun. 

Stepmom: sneak preview Sat. 

SALEM, Museum Place Cinemas (978- 
744-3700), Church St. at East India Sq. 

No shows after 8 p.m. on Thurs. 

Antz: 4:45, 6:45; Sat.-Sun., Thurs., 12:45, 
2:45 

Practical Magic: 4:15, 7:15, 9:30; Sat.- 
Sun., Thurs., 1:30 

The Wizard of Oz: 4; Sat.-Sun., Thurs., 
1:15 

There’s Something About Mary: 7, 9:40 
What Dreams May Come: 8:40 
SOMERVILLE, Sony Theatres (628-7000), 
35 Middlesex Ave., Assembly Sq. Mall 

No shows after 8 p.m. on Thurs. 

You've Got Mail: noon, 2:30, 5:10, 7:40, 
10:20 

The Prince of Egypt: 11:30 a.m., 12:30, 2, 
3, 4:30, 5:30, 7, 8, 9:30, 10:10 

Jack Frost: 1:30, 4, 6:20, 9:10 

Star Trek: insurrection: 11:45 a.m., 
12:40, 2:10, 3:20, 4:40, 5:40, 7:10, 8:10, 
9:40, 10:40 

Psycho: 1:40, 4:20, 7:20, 9:50 

The Rugrats Movie: 12:50, 2:50, 5, 6:50 
A Bug's Life: 12:15, 1:20, 2:40, 3:40, 
4:50, 6:30, 8:45 

Enemy of the State: 1, 3:50, 6:40, 7:30, 
9:20, 10:30 

The Waterboy: 1:10, 3:30, 5:50, 7:50, 10 
Pleasantville: 9; Sat.-Thurs., 6:50 
SOMERVILLE THEATRE (625-5700), 55 
Davis Sq. 

No shows after 8 p.m. on Thurs. 

Living Out Loud: 1:20, 3:20, 5:20, 7:25, 
9:35 

Touch of Evil: 12:55, 3:05, 5:15, 7:30 
Meet Joe Black: 4:50, 8:10 

Babe: Pig in the City: 1, 3,5 

Lolita: 7:15 

Antz: 1:05, 3:05, 5:05, 7:05, 9:15 

The Wizard of Oz: 12:50, 2:50 
STOUGHTON, Cinema Pub (781-344- 
4566), 807 Washington St. 

Practical Magic: 7,9 

WALTHAM, Embassy Cinema (781-893- 
2500), 16 Pine St 

No shows after 8 p.m. on Thurs. 

Living Out Loud: 2:10, 4:50, 7:10, 9:30 
Next Stop, Wonderland: 2:20, 4:40, 6:50, 
9:20 

Gods and Monsters: 1:50, 4:20, 10 
Beloved: 6:30 

Celebrity: 2, 4:30, 7:20, 9:50 

Elizabeth: 1:30, 2:30, 4:10, 5:15, 7, 8, 
9:40 

Jhooth Bole Kauwa Kaate: Mon., 9 
WEYMOUTH, Cameo Theater 1 & 2 (781- 
335-2777), Columbia Sq., South 
Weymouth 

Antz: 6:45; Sat.-Sun., Thurs., 1, 3, 4:50 
Practical Magic: 7, 9:15 

The Wizard of Oz: 6:45; Sat.-Sun., Thurs., 
1, 3, 4:50 

There’s Something About Mary: 8:45 
WEYMOUTH, North Weymouth 10 (781- 
337-5840), Rte. 3A, Harbor Light Mall 

The Prince of Egypt: 11 a.m., 11:45 a.m., 


1:30, 2:30, 4, 4:50, 6:30, 7:20, 9:50, 9 
You've Got Mail: 11:15 a.m., 12:15, 1:50, 
3:15, 4:30, 6:50, 7:10, 9:30, 9:50 

Star Trek: insurrection: 11:55 a.m., 2:20, 
4:45, 7, 9:15, 9:40 

Jack Frost: 12:10, 2:40, 4:40, 6:55, 9:10 
A Bug’s Life: 11:40 a.m., 2:25, 4:25 (no 
show Sun.), 6:45 (no show Sat.), 9:20 
Antz: 11:55 a.m., 2, 4:20 

Enemy of the State: 12:30, 3:50, 7:10, 
9:55 

The Rugrats Movie: 12:05, 2:05, 4:05, 
7:15 

The Waterboy: 12:40, 2:50, 5, 7:30 
Psycho: 9:45 

Mighty Joe Young: sneak preview Sat., 
7:05; Sun., 4:30 

WOBURN, Showcase (781-933-5138), 
Main St., Middlesex Canal Park 

Please call for times. 

The Prince of Egypt 

You've Got Mail 

Jack Frost 

Star Trek: Insurrection 

Psycho 

A Bug's Life 

Babe: Pig in the City 

Elizabeth 

Very Bad Things 

Enemy of the State 

The Rugrats Movie 

The Waterboy 


film specials 


BOSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY (536-5400, 
ext. 319), 666 Boylston St., Boston. Unless 
otherwise noted, all films screen in the 
Rabb Lecture Hall and admission is free. 
— “Making a Difference”: Norma Rae 
(1979), directed by Martin Ritt, screens 
Mon., 6. 

FRENCH LIBRARY AND CULTURAL 
CENTER (266-4351), 53 Marlborough St., 
Boston. Admission $6, $3 for French 
Library and Cultural Center members. 

— “Bardot. . . Prénom Brigitte’: Spirits of 
the Dead (1968), directed by Roger 
Vadim, Louis Malle, and Federico Fellini, 
screens Fri., 8. 

HARVARD FILM ARCHIVE (495-4700), 
Carpenter Center for the Visual Arts, 24 
Quincy St., Cambridge. 

— “Holidays at Harvard Film Archive”: Will 
it Snow for Christmas? (1996), directed 
by Sandrine Veysett, screens Fri., 7; Sat., 
5. | Am Cuba (1964), directed by Mikhail 
Kalatozov, screens Fri., 9; Sat., 7; Sun., 2 
The Gospel According to St. Matthew 
(1964), directed by Pier Paolo Pasolini, 
screens Sat., 9:30; Sun., 7, 9:30. 
MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS (267-9300, ext. 
300), 465 Huntington Ave., Boston. 
Admission $6.50, $5.50 for MFA members, 
students, and seniors unless otherwise 
noted 

— “U.S. Premiere”: Mr. Wroe’s Virgins 
(Parts 1 & 2) (1993), directed by Danny 
Boyle, screens Fri., 5:45; Sat., 11 a.m. Mr. 
Wroe’s Virgins (Parts 3 & 4) (1993), 
directed by Danny Boyle, screens Fri., 8; 
Sat., 1:30 

— “New Films from Iran": Paper Airplanes 
(1996), directed by Farhad Mehranfan, 
screens Sat., 3:45. 

— The Jew in the Lotus (1998), directed 
by Laurel Chiten, screens Sun. 11 a.m. 
Gypsy Heart (1998), directed by Jocelyn 
M. Ajami, screens Sun., 12:30. 
SlamNation: The Sport of Spoken Word 
(1998), directed by Paul Devlin, screens 
Sun., 2:15. Les Milles (1995), directed by 
Sébastien Grall, screens Sun., 4. 

NORTH END BRANCH LIBRARY (227- 
8135), 25 Parmenter St., Boston. Free. 

— “Holiday Film Series": The Sound of 
Music (1965), directed by Robert Wise, 
screens Mon., 10:30 a.m. 

WEST ROXBURY BRANCH LIBRARY 
(325-3147), 1961 Centre St., West 
Roxbury. Free. 

— “December Film Series": Born 
Yesterday (1950), directed by George 
Cukor, screens Fri., 2:30. 
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MOVIE OF THE WEEK: Little Voice (1998). Mark Herman adapted James 
Cartwright’s play about a recluse in a bleak English coastal town with an amazing 
singing voice and the ability to imitate stars like Judy Garland. Jane Horrocks stars 
with Brenda Blethyn, Michael Caine, and Ewan McGregor. Opens next Friday, 
December 25, at theaters to be announced. 





A 

* AMERICAN HISTORY X (1998). 
After shocking his history teacher 
(Elliott Gould) with a research 
paper on Mein Kampf, young 
Danny Vinyard (a bland Edward 
Furlong) gets tutored by the 
school’s idealistic principal, Bob 
Sweeney (Avery Brooks), in a 
course he dubs “American History 
X.” Danny's first assignment is to 
write about his brother Derek 
(Edward Norton), who's about to 
be released from prison for killing 
a pair of black carjackers. We 
learn, in awkward flashbacks, how 
Derek became a race baiter and 
charismatic leader; but though 
Norton is suitably malevolent and 
fascinating as the swastika’d 
stormtrooper, no one could bring 
conviction to Derek’s contrived 
conversions. First-time director 
Tony Kaye's attempt to limn the 
skinhead, neo-Nazi movement is 
clumsy and exploitative; this 
History becomes coherent only 
when Derek articulates his racist 
ideology — arguments, according 
to the film’s press notes, culled 
from California governor Pete 
Wilson's’ diatribes against 
Proposition 209. Copley Place, 
Harvard Square, West Newton, 
suburbs. 

***1/2 ANTZ (1998). It’s type- 
casting for Woody Allen: he’s a 
neurotic, weak, overly intellectual 
New Yorker who complains to his 
therapist (Paul Mazursky, aptly) 
that he’s paralyzed by his feeling 
of existential insignificance. Also, 
he has six legs. He's Z-4195 (Z for 
short), one of millions of worker 
ants in a colony beneath Central 
Park — indicated, in the film's 
witty opening shot, by a silhouet- 
ted Manhattan skyline whose 
skyscrapers turn out to be blades 
of grass seen from an ant’s-eye 
view. Antz is an immensely enter- 
taining computer-animated feature 
of bountiful cleverness, invention, 
and surprising satirical depth. But 
the casting is what takes first 
prize; with a lovable Allen as a 
minor, expendable tunnel digger; 
Sharon Stone as Bala, the 
princess he falls for; Jennifer 
Lopez as his co-worker Azteca; 
Sylvester Stallone as his best 
friend, Weaver; Gene Hackman as 
the power-mad General Mandible; 
and Danny Glover, Dan Aykroyd, 
and Jane Curtin in cameos. It's 
this ensemble that makes Antz a 
moviegoers’ picnic. West Newton, 
Arlington Capitol, Somerville 
Theatre, suburbs. 


B 
** 1/2 BABE: PIG IN THE CITY 
(1998). Pressured no doubt by the 
huge, unexpected success and 
Academy Award nominations 
(Best Picture, Best Supporting 
Actor, among others — it won for 
Visual Effects) of his original, 
director George Miller has 
hammed up his sequel into a $90 
million stew with an unsettling 
share of ill-mixed, half-baked, and 
sometimes indigestible ingredi- 
ents. The main course barely sur- 
vives. A bit more petulant than 
before, the undaunted sheepherd- 
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ing pig must accompany Mrs. 
Hoggett (Magda Szubanski) to a 
state fair to cash in on his fame 
when Farmer Hoggett (John 
Cromwell) falls down a well, inca- 
pacitating himself and leaving the 
farm prey to bank creditors. 
Stranded in the city, the pig and 
his mistress seek refuge at a hotel 
inhabited by a grotesque clown 
(Mickey Rooney, whose appear- 
ance is mercifully brief and word- 
less) and his circus troupe of pri- 
mates, who are cohabiting with 
tightly structured societies of 
foundling dogs and cats. But the 
authorities and bad plotting 
intrude, and the film takes on the 
bloated air of Miller's The Witches 
of Eastwick. Although touched 
with moments of hilarity, pathos, 
and otherworldliness, this Pig in 
the City has lost its way. Copley 
Place, Allston, Arlington Capitol, 
Somerville Theatre, suburbs. 
**1/2 BELL, BOOK AND CAN- 
DLE (1958). This is what Kim 
Novak and Jimmy Stewart were 
reduced to after Hitchcock gave 
the parts they should have had in 
North by Northwest to Eva Marie 
Saint and Cary Grant. He's a pub- 
lisher who's about to marry the 
wrong girl; she’s your everyday 
witch with a Siamese cat named 
Pyewacket. It’s no Vertigo, but 
Novak and Stewart make it worth 
watching; there’s also Jack 
Lemmon, Hermione Gingold, and 
classic TV-genius Ernie Kovacs. 
Brattle. 

** 1/2 A BUG’S LIFE (1998). 
Made by the same people behind 
the tauter and more entertaining 
Toy Story, Life re-creates the trea- 
cly, sunlit world of a colony of Pez- 
colored, four-limbed ants whose 
workers’ paradise is besieged by 
the ravages of a gang of freeload- 
ing grasshoppers. As in Aniz, it’s 
the non-regimented misfit who 
proves the hero. Bland Flik (voiced 
by Dave Foley), whose labor-sav- 
ing inventions invariably backfire, 
seeks respect when he volunteers 
to journey beyond the colony to 
enlist some warrior insects to com- 
bat their foe. He returns instead 
with a company of flyspecked 
carnies who think they are hired to 
put on a show. The carnival 
sequence shares some of the 
funky humor of the bar scene in 
Star Wars, but the carnival per- 
formers — a venomless Black 
Widow, a Lady Bug uptight about 
his masculinity, a tiresome Praying 
Mantis magician — have little bite 
The less wholesome bugs have a 
lot more sting — Hopper, the 
Grasshopper chieftain, is suavely 
articulated by Kevin Spacey. And 
the houseflies end up with the best 
line — “Who ordered the pupu 
platter?” Cheri, Fresh Pond 
Chestnut Hill, suburbs 


Cc 
***1/2 THE CELEBRATION 
(1998). Director Thoma 
Vinterberg is one of the f 
Danish filmmakers (including | 
von Trier) who signed the “D« 
95” “vow of chastity” promisir 
films that were cheaply made, fr: 
of studio trickery, and emotionally 
truthful. The Celebration delivers 
fans of Trier's Kingdom series will 
recognize the grainy film stock, jit- 
tery editing, smeary lighting, and 
wildly canted camera angles. It's a 
studied rawness in the service of a 
powerful family melodrama. Three 
adult children — Christian (Ulrich 
Thomsen), Michael (Thomas Bo 
Larsen), and Helene (Paprika 


Steen) — and assorted friends 
gather at a manor house to cele- 
brate the 60th birthday of family 
patriarch Helge (Henning 
Moritzen). The toasts start out 
stuffy — then Christian, the eldest 
son, speaks up, accusing his 
father of unspeakable family 
crimes. By the time the dishes are 
cleared, all hell has broken loose. 
Trapped in a nightmare of denial, 
guilt, rage, and impotence, the 
family seek catharsis in a rite as 
old as Greek tragedy and as crass 
as Jerry Springer. Kendall Square 
(final week), West Newton. 

* x CELEBRITY (1998). Woody 
Alien's latest effort, in which 
Kenneth Branagh imitates the 
director's whining stammer with 
annoying insistence, is a reminder 
of how much Allen’s once arch 
and incisive wit (the kind you find 
in Antz) has become “solipsistic, 
sophomoric, and self-indulgent.” 
That's the critical verdict on a first 
novel published by Branagh’s Lee 
Simon, a trash journalist and 
would-be romantic striver coming 
to grips with his fate as a generally 
unpleasant and mediocre human 
being. Somehow he almost scores 
with the likes of Melanie Griffith's 
superstar actress, Charlize 
Theron's Valkyrie supermodel, 
and Winona Ryder's opportunistic 
ingenue. More sympathetic is 
Simon's ex, Robin (a splenetic 
Judy Davis in a rare middling per- 
formance). A convent-raised neu- 
rotic Catholic stereotype with sex- 
ual hang-ups, she gets in touch 
with her sensual side when she 
bumps into TV producer Tony 
Gardella (Joe Mantegna, with too 
much salt of the earth and not 
enough garlic); he coaxes her to 
take a turn before the camera as 
the host of a talk show and — 
voila! — a celebrity is born. Early 
in his career Allen's comedy skew- 
ered pretenses, but for some time 
now it’s been the other way 
around. Nickelodeon, Kendall 
Square, Chestnut Hill, suburbs. 


D 
***1/2 DEAD MAN (1996). Who 
knew Jim Jarmusch, the down- 
town hipster of Stranger Than 
Paradise, had a Western in him? 
Easterner accountant Bill Blake 
(Johnny Depp) hits the helihole 
town of Machine, which is presid- 
ed over by robber baron Dickinson 
(Robert Mitchum), looking for a 
job. Instead he gets into a gun- 
fight, is mortally wounded, and 
winds up on the run from 
Dickinson's boys, accompanied 
only by a grumpy Native American 
named Nobody (Gary Farmer) 
who believes Bill is the poet 
William Blake. Gradually our dying 
the desperado 
pouring out 
Depp adds 
sensi 
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* * x ELIZABETH (1998). With 
cheekbones and imperi- 
ous gaze, Cate Blanchett rules in 
Shekhar Kapur's resplendent biog- 
raphy of the legendary 16th-centu- 
ry British monarch. The Australian- 
born actress never curtsies to cari- 
cature; her interpretation is com- 
plex, restrained, warmly sensual. 
Indeed, this Elizabeth is just your 
average working gal, Ally McBeal 

Continued on page 47 
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“ACK FROST IS: THE PERFECT HOLIDAY FILM, 


WONDERFUL!” 


-Joel Siegel, GOOD MORNING AMERICA 


“JACK FROST* WILL WARM YOUR HEART. 


~Maria Salas, CBS-TELENOTICIAS 


“NON-STOP MAGICAL FUN. THE BES 
IN FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT.” 


-Joanna Levenglick, KIDS NEWS NET WORK 


“A WONDERFUL TREAT FOR 
THE HOLIDAYS.” 


~Paul Clinton, TURNER ENTERTAINMENT 
REPORT /CNN INTERACTIVE 
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“THE BEST ROMANTIC 
COMEDY OF THE YEAR!” 


-Maria Salas, CBS-TV 


Tom Hanks Meg Ryan 


“The Most Romantic Couple of the ‘90s Scores Again.” 


-David Sheehan, KCBS-TV 


“Nora Ephron’s Re-Teaming With Tom Hanks and Meg Ryan 
Makes for an Irresistible, Fun, Romantic Comedy!” 
“A Fresh, Funny, Heartfelt Comedy- 
You Never Want It to End!” 


-Bill Bregoli, WESTWOOD ONE 


“See It With Someone 
You Love.” 


-Jeffrey Lyons, WNBC-TV 
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Continued from page 45 

in brocade instead of Banana 
Republic. Everyone wants to 
marry her off, she’s anxious about 
her job, and she’s learning that 
her boyfriend just may be a cad 
(yes, boyfriend — Kapur has 
decided that Elizabeth's reputation 
as the Virgin Queen is just so 
much spin control). The members 
of her court include Richard 
Attenborough as chief adviser Sir 
William Cecil, Christopher 
Eccleston (Jude) as the hawkish 
Duke of Norfolk, and Geoffrey 
Rush (Shine) as Lord Francis 
Walsingham, Elizabeth's Machia- 
vellian master of spies. But it's 
Blanchett's movie. You goeth, girl. 
Nickelodeon, Harvard Square, 
suburbs 

* * ENEMY OF THE STATE 
(1998). Tony Scott's glitzy, 
thoughtful, overlong paranoid 
thriller suffers from derivativeness 
and a surplus of satellite imagery, 
car crashes, and hammered key- 
boards. Will Smith is plucky and 
vulnerable as Robert Dean, a 
smooth corporate lawyer drawn 
unwittingly into becoming a bas- 
tion of the Fourth Amendment. 
The inadvertent recipient of a tape 
of a political assassination plotted 
by rogue National Security Agency 
administrator Reynolds (Jon 
Voight, oddly resembling Ken 
Starr), he’s stunned as his plush 
life collapses. He's implicated in 
scandal, his wife dumps him, he 
loses his job, his credit cards are 
rejected, people try to kill him. 
Only Brill (a crotchety Gene 
Hackman) — a shadowy surveil- 
lance expert — can help Dean 
fight back. Scott’s debt to 
Coppola's brilliant The Conver- 
sation is acknowledged not just by 
the casting of Hackman but by a 
painstaking re-creation of that 
film’s opening scene. Although 
clever and provocative, Enemy is 
hardly state of the art. Copley 
Place, Fresh Pond, Circle, sub- 
urbs. 

* x *x x EVEREST (1998). The 
Mugar Omni Theatre and the 
IMAX format are perfect for a 
movie about the world’s highest 
mountain, and David Breashears's 
film is very nearly perfect. Just 
developing an IMAX camera light 
enough to take to the summit was 
an astonishing feat — but not as 
mind-boggling as the view you get 
when Breashears’s team (which 
includes Jamling Tenzing Norgay, 
son of the Sherpa who climbed 
Everest with Edmund Hillary) 
reaches the top. May 1996 was 
also the black month that claimed 
eight lives in one day, and that too 
becomes part of the story, though 
the moviemakers are reluctant to 
dwell on the mistakes that other 
teams may have made. The 45- 
minute film is accompanied by a 
special relief mode! and exhibit 
you'll have to call for tickets in 
advance, but don't let that stop 
you. Museum of Science. 


' 

* 1/2 FARAWAY, SO CLOSE 
(1993). In this sequel to Wings of 
Desire, former angel Damiel 
(Bruno Ganz) has settled into mor- 
tal life, so it's Cassiel (Otto 
Sander), his abandoned partner, 
who wanders through the city, 
experiencing a montage of human 
suffering that comes off as per- 
functory — though such moments 
as his eavesdropping on Mikhail 
Gorbachev (played by himself) are 
a treat. As in Wings, Wenders 
marks the switch from celestial to 
human by switching from black 
and white to color; here he often 
mixes the two for an effect that 
can be rapturously beautiful. Less 
successful is his mix of genre; as 
the story unfolds, it lurches from 
Capra-esque fantasy to 
Hitchcockian suspense. Still, any 
movie with Gorby and Lou Reed in 
the cast has its heart in the right 
place. Brattle. 


* x FIRELIGHT (1998). Wiiliam 
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Nicholson's 19th-century melodra- 
ma is marked by strong perfor- 
mances and some haunting 
imagery, but they can do only so 
much against the implausible, 
contrived story. Charlies Godwin 
(Stephen Dillane) wants to have a 
child, but his wife has been in a 
coma for years after an accident, 
so he hires Elizabeth (Sophie 
Marceau), whose father is deeply 
in debt, to engage in intimate rela- 
tions for a few days. They fall in 
love, of course; she gives up the 
child, then, years later, shows up 
at Charles's doorstep as his 
daughter's new governess. What 
follows has less to do with power 
and justice than the crassest 
Victorian sentimentality, as 
Elizabeth's maternal and spousal 
devotion begin to take effect in 
this miserably unhappy house 
West Newton 


G 

**GODS AND MONSTERS 
(1998). This is Bill Condon's 
screen bio of James Whale, the 
elegant (and flamboyantly homo- 
sexual) filmmaker of the original 
Frankenstein (1931) and The 
Bride of Frankenstein (1935). His 
career fizzled in the '40s, probably 
because of his homosexuality; in 
1957, he was discovered dead, 
Sunset Boulevard fashion, in his 
California swimming pool. Gods 
and Monsters tries to fill in those 
last days, as Whale (a white- 
haired, dandyish lan McKellen) 
becomes enamored of his new 
yard man (George of the Jungle's 
Brendan Fraser), who assures the 
horny old man he's straight. So 
instead, they talk. And talk. And 
talk. And the James Whale of this 
movie proves to be a dotty bore. 
There is one great sequence in 
Gods and Monsters: a re-creation 
of the Universal Pictures 1935 
shooting of The Bride of 
Frankenstein, where an adult 
female is created for the Monster 
and where, coming to conscious- 
ness, she shrieks with abhorrence 
when she actually sees her would- 
be husband. Filmdom’s all-time 
most potent Castrating Glance! 
Kendall Square, Coolidge Corner. 

***1/2 THE GOSPEL AC- 
CORDING TO SAINT MATTHEW 
(1966). Pier Paolo Pasolini’s gritty 
Marxist version of the life of Jesus 
is too long and intentionally crude, 
but it exerts an undeniable power 
Nonprofessional actor Enrique 
lrazoqui gives a bizarre and dis- 
comforting performance as a 
roughhewn, emotional Christ — a 
version of Pasolini’s mysterious 
outsider who comes out of 
nowhere and, without ever seem- 
ing to know his own strength, 
turns people's lives topsy-turvy 

Harvard Film Archive 

* x «1/2 GYPSY HEART (1998). 
Jocelyn M. Ajami does everything 
right in a compact 40 minutes in 
her excellent video documentary 
about flamenco dancer Omayra 
Amaya, from her proper camera 
placement for lots of exuberant 
dancing to being a back-of-the 
curtain witness to Amaya’'s heart- 
break: financial loss, mental and 
physical exhaustion, and extreme 
damage to her marriage. Ajami 
also shows Amaya’'s contribution 
to the cultural life of Boston and 
Cambridge, from her spirited 
dance classes with flamenco ama- 
teurs to her dazzling performance 
at a community fair in Central 
Square. When toward the end of 
the video Amaya announces 
regretfully that she’s leaving 
Boston to teach in Arizona, you'll 
surely feel a pang of loss. Bells in 
the rafters for this sensuous 
Esmeralda! Museum of Fine Arts. 


H 
* * 1/2 HAPPINESS (1998). Todd 
Solondz, whose Welcome to the 
Dollhouse demonstrated depth 
and subtlety in its outrageous- 
ness, falls back on cheap thrills 
and kneejerk irony here. This par- 


ody of suburban New Jersey com- 
placency (which is screening in its 
original version, not cut, as had 
been rumored) revolves around 
three sisters: the Candide-like Joy 
(Jane Adams), celebrity writer 
Helen (an acerbic Lara Flynn 
Boyle), and housewife Trish (a 
colorless Cynthia Stevenson) 
whose straight-arrow psychiatrist 
husband, Bill (a wrenchingly tor- 
mented Dylan Baker), turns out to 
have a weakness for young boys 
When their son Billy confronts his 
father about his malady, Solondz 
achieves the balance of horror 
and black comedy he aspires to 
More such humanity to offset the 
ubiquitous monstrosity and hap- 
lessness would have made 
Happiness more moving — and 
funnier. Kendall Square (final 
week), West Newton 


i 
| AM CUBA (1964). Mikhail 
Kalatozov's long-forgotten 
Eisensteinian effort is a 
Soviet/Cuban co-production that 
lambastes the US-supported 
Batista regime and glorifies the 
Castro-led revolution. Harvard 
Film Archive 
* x &xIT’'S A WONDERFUL LIFE 
(1946). Frank Capra's classic gets 
a little sentimental at the begin- 
ning (God talking from a spiral 
galaxy) and the end (angel 
Clarence getting his wings). But 
the film also shows us Capra — 
and American moviemaking — at 
its best. Not many directors would 
let their hero — Jimmy Stewart, 
yet — behave as abominably as 
It's a Wonderful Life does 
(Stewart's George Bailey to 
Donna Reed's Mary: “Why do we 
have to have ail these kids?”) 
Capra is telling us that it can also 
be a pretty horrible life, and that 
the line between the two is razor- 
blade thin — the absence of one 
good guy can bring out the worst 
in an entire town. Yet it's Stewart, 
all spontaneous good will and 
unblinking faith, who makes what 
could have been just another trea- 
cly postwar morale builder into a 
cinematic statement that, in its 
naive decency and optimism, is 
uniquely American. Brattle 
*I'LL BE HOME FOR CHRIST- 
MAS (1998). Arlene Sanford’s film 
celebrates those Christmas senti- 
ments of greed, venality, and 
hypocrisy. Too bad it’s not funny 
Prep-school scam artist Jake (a 
charmless Jonathan Taylor 
Thomas) is off to the East Coast 
with his girlfriend, Allie (Jessica 
Biel), to visit his estranged dad — 
who has promised Jake a classic 
Porsche if he makes it home for 
Christmas Eve dinner. Naturally 
vengeful jocks led by Jake's rival 
Eddie (Adam Lavorgna) kidnap 
him, glue him into a Santa Claus 
outfit, and leave him in the desert 
Jake must use his wits and grow- 
ing sensitivity to bum rides cross- 
country, seething while Allie rides 
in Eddie's SUV. It all makes 
Planes, Trains and Automobile 
seem like Chekhov, and in the end 
it's the kind of film where you're 
rewarded not only with your 
Porsche but with the smug satis- 
faction of being above such crass 
materialism. West Newton, sub- 
urbs 


J 
* JACK FROST (1998). Michael 
Keaton is Jack Frost, a struggling 
musician who's been neglecting 
his familial duties in order to make 
it in the biz — until he dies in a car 
crash. When he returns from 
beyond as a chunk of packed 
snow, he wants to make it up to 
his son, Charlie (Joseph Cross), 
by helping him beat the bullies in a 
snowball fight, teaching him tricky 
hockey shots, and other dad-like 
duties. Despite relentless cliché 
and corn, Troy Miller's film will 
probably keep kids occupied — 
there's a snowboarding scene with 
catchy music, a couple of snow- 
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ball fights, and Michael Keaton 
coming to terms with his snowman 
status. But though Charlie's snow- 
ball-fight rival suggests that “a 
snow dad is better than no dad,” a 
therapist might differ. Copley 
Place, Fresh Pond, Circle, sub- 
urbs 

**xxTHE JEW IN THE LOTUS 
(1998). Rodger Kamenetz's life 
was changed utterly when a friend 
asked him to tag along to India 
and record a meeting of rabbis 
with the Dalai Lama. This film 
chronicles that transformation and 
Kamenetz's ultimate rediscovery 
of his own Jewish heritage by way 
of Buddhism. He may come off as 
needy and self-absorbed at times 
but his story is touching and pow 
erful, particularly his exploration of 
his own grieving after the death of 
his infant son. Filmmaker Laurel 
Chiten photographs urban India 
with an eye hungry for hyperbole 
crippling poverty and heartbreak 
ing beauty, grand temples along 
side filthy slums, starving children 
who are smiling and playful 
astonishing images of Buddhist 
and Hindu culture clashing and 
intermingling. Her movie offers a 
special look at the exalted, exiled 
holy man through the eyes of a 
mensch who could be any one of 
us. Museum of Fine Arts 


L 
** 1/2 LENNY BRUCE: SWEAR 
TO TELL THE TRUTH (1998). 
Robert B. Weide’s documentary 
offers the most complete film 
Lenny yet, with rare footage from 
the comedian’s early career and 
interviews with Sally Marr (his 
Uber-Jewish stage mother) and 
Honey Harlow (his stripper wife, a 
shiksa icon in his autobiography 
and in the Fosse movie, but here 
somewhat woozy and opaque) 
plus lawyers, managers, even a 
prosecutor from the New York 
DA's office that convicted Lenny of 
obscenity in 1964 — and ended 
his career. But there's only a flash 
of what Lenny fans might hope for 
in some previously unshown 
footage from the Steve Allen TV 
show (it was never aired). Here's 
Lenny as we imagine him: hot, 
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hip, and darkly handsome, oozing 
confidence and charisma, spieling 
in a beat-perfect rhythmic patter, a 
Jewish-American prince of come- 
dy. Unfortunately, aside from 
Marr, there’s not another great 
character in the movie. You can 
see that Bruce didn't help himself 
in the last two years of his life 

he was drug-addied and paranoid 
and insisted on taking charge of 
But you can 
also see jically he was 
hounded by the legal system, until 
he died of a drug overdose in 
1966, at the age of 40. All shows 
will be preceded by the Mary 
Kocol short “Is This Me?” Coolidge 
Corner 
* LIFE IS BEAUTIFUL (1998). 
Comedian Roberto Benigni's con- 
troversial Holocaust fable has gar 
nered audience awards at 
Cannes, Toronto, and Vancouver 
plus endorsements from groups 
like the Anti-Defamation League, 
and it won the Best Jewish 
Experience Award at the 
Jerusalem Film Fest. The first half 
describes the improbable (in view 
of the anti-Semitic laws) courtship 
of Guido (Benigni), a homely 
Jewish waiter in the Tuscan town 
of Arezzo, and Dora (Nicolette 
Braschi, Benigni’s wife), an aristo- 
crat schoolteacher; your reaction 
will depend on whether you find 
the utterly goy Benigni’s Jerry 
Lewis/Robin Williams-—like antics 
amusing or sophomoric. Cut to 
five years later: Guido and Dora 
have an adorable charcoal-eyed 
little boy, Giosué (Giorgio 
Cantarini), but the Nazis are 
rounding up Italian Jews, and so 
the whole family are shipped off to 
some unnamed death camp 
where, to protect Giosué, Guido 
pretends it’s all a game. The con- 
cept is well-intentioned and at 
times even moving, but the way 
Guido capers about like the 
Hogan's Heroes gang at Stalag 13 
trivializes what happened at 
places like Auschwitz and 
Dachau: no heads are shaved, 
and death takes place off screen 
The feel-good Final Solution end- 
ing cheers the survival of a few 
while ignoring the extermination of 
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millions — it's a smiley-face 
Holocaust. See Benigni’s film and 
decide for yourself — but don't be 
surprised if you find Life /s 
Beautiful unforgivably obscene 
Nickelodeon, Kendall Square 
West Newton 
* 1/2 LIVING OUT LOUD (1998). 
Screenwriter Richard La 
(The Bridges of 
Beloved) makes 


Gravenese 
Madison County 
his directorial debut w 
do-feminist romantic 
about a lonely 
Avenue 
(Holly Hunter) who reaches 
a smoky chanteuse (a radiant 
Queen Latifah) and a homunculus 
elevator operator (Danny DeVito) 


ith this pseu 
comedy 
Fifth 
Judith 
out to 


neurotic 


divorcée named 


who, uh, goes down hard for her 
Loosely based on two Chekhov 
short stories, the film is a caval 
cade of hackneyed “hear-me-roar 
moments, as Judith gets blotto 
pays for sex, throws muffins, and, 
in one of the Ally McBeal-esque 
fantasy scenes, locates her inner 
child in a lesbian dance club. The 
most indelible image of female 
strength in this schmaltzy tale of 
empowerment turns out to be 
Hunter's distractingly buff biceps 
Arlington Capitol, Somerville 
Theatre, suburbs 
* * x LOLITA (1998). Misgivings 
about this Adrian Lyne—directed 
version of Viadimir Nabokov's 
sublime novel are eased in the 
first few minutes. Humbert 
Humbert (Jeremy Irons) is heard 
in voiceover in the first of many 
quotations from the novel — and 
these go a long way to making the 
story's despicable events not only 
comprehensible but tragically 
moving, as well as defusing the 
film’s lapses in taste. Throw in 
Lyne's (for the most part) unchar- 
acteristic visual restraint and inspi- 
Continued on page 50 
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“two thumbs up, way up. 


we both think it’s one of the year’s best films.” 


e 
-siskel & ebert 





“this picture is headed for my ten best list this year. everyone who asks me 
what’s a good picture to see, the one i name is waking ned devine.” 


-gene siskel, siskel & ebert 


“hilarious. david Kelly in a 
performance that deserves an 
oscar® nomination.” 

-roger ebert, siskel & ebert 

“a roguish and delightful comedy. 
if this film doesn’t make you 
smile, you’ve no one to 
blame but yourself.” 


-kenneth turan, los angeles times 


KKK. 


-jay carr, boston globe 





“if you're the sort of person 
who goes to the movies 
only once a year, 
waking ned devine 
is your big night out.” 


-james verniere, boston herald 
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ration, Stephen Schiff's shrewd 
screenplay, and solid perfor- 
mances headed by Jrons (his best 
since Dead Ringers) and newcom- 
er Dominique Swain (a bit horsy 
but deftly balancing the nymphet’s 
guile and ingenuousness) and this 
Lolita comes close to transforming 
the sordid case history of a 
fortysomething European pedant 
obsessed. with a precocious but 
otherwise ordinary 12-year-old girl 
into a universal ode to loss and 
desire. West Newton, Somerville 
Theatre, suburbs. 


M 
* * MATILDA (1996). An hour and 
a half of brute bad taste from 
director Danny DeVito and nasty 
writer Roald Dahli can get pretty 
tiresome. The title heroine of 
DeVito’s adaptation (played by a 
Suitably sloe-eyed but syrupy 
Mara Wilson) is a prodigy relent- 
lessly subjected to the neglect, 
abuse, and grotesque post-Pink 
Flamingos sensibility of her par- 
ents (DeVito and his real-life wife, 
Rhea Pearlman). Bad goes to 
worse as she's exiled to a night- 
mare children’s school presided 
over by a towering, ogre principal 
(a hideous and shrieking Pam 
Ferris). Naturally Matilda develops 
her telekinetic powers to defeat 
everybody, in a sequence that's 
prolonged and predictable, its 
comedy more ugly than amusing. 
Coolidge Corner. 
* x MEET JOE BLACK (1998). 
Death doesn’t just take a holiday 
in Martin Brest's film, it practically 
goes into retirement. Clocking in 
at three hours (the 1934 Death 
Takes a Holiday, on which this is 
loosely based, was a trim 78 min- 
utes), Meet Joe Black is a linger- 
ing demise indeed, prettified and 
devoid of much sting. Brad Pitt's 
Grim Reaper offers media tycoon 
Bill Parrish (a reserved, occasion- 
ally bellowing Anthony Hopkins) a 
few more days of life in exchange 
for being initiated into life's mys- 
teries — which include peanut but- 
ter and Bill's daughter Susan (an 
earnest Claire Forlani). The film is 
mildly complicated by the callow 
plotting of Drew (Jake Weber), 
Susan's treacherous fiancé, but 
Death is riot proud here, merely 
complacent and comfortable. 
Copley Place, Allston, Arlington 
Capitol, Somerville Theatre, sub- 
urbs. 
**1/2 LES MILLES (1995). 
Based on a fascinating historical 
footnote, Sébastien Grall's 
engrossing if halting film tells the 
Story of the title World War Il camp 
in southern France, where 
refugees from German aggression 
(including the painter Max Ernst) 
were held. When the blitzkrieg 
slashes through the Maginot Line, 
Commandant Charles Perochon 
(a masterful Philippe Noiret, con- 
veying both officiousness and 
essential decency) is left to dangle 
in the wind as the military bureau- 
crats cynically abandon him. No 
Schindler in charisma, Perochon 
proves nonetheless resolute and 
resourceful as he endeavors to 
load his inmates on a train and 
deliver them to possible safety. It’s 
a more rigorous version of Von 
Ryan's Express, but less thrilling, 
as Grall sacrifices suspense for 
longueurs of thoughtful dialogue 
and unclear exposition. None- 
theless, Noiret’s performance is 
heartfelt and unsentimental, 
embodying, in a complement to 
Hannah Arendt’s famous phrase, 
the banality of good. Museum of 
Fine Arts. 
MR. WROE’S VIRGINS (1993). 
See our review, on page 8. 
Museum of Fine Arts. 
**xMONUMENT AVE. (1998). For 
his variation on the Boston-tough- 
guys film (Next Stop, Wonderland, 
The North End, Southie), Ted 
Demme cast Denis Leary as a 
Charlestown car thief whose com- 
placent, larcenous lifestyle crum- 
bles when friends and relatives 
get whacked for perceived viola- 
tions of the local code of silence. 
Should he buck tradition and be a 
snitch, turning in ruthless mob 
chieftain Colm Meaney to world- 
weary police inspector Martin 
Sheen? Should he just count his 
money and keep quiet? Take jus- 
tice into his own hands? As those 
questions stumble toward their 
predictable resolutions, most of 
the film’s best moments remain 
inconsequential — Leary and his 
pals on coke and booze dis- 
cussing popular movies, or cruis- 
ing the streets in a cab and alight- 
ing on an African-American who 
wandered into town by mistake 
The latter scene is jarring, if gratu- 
itous, demonstrating the kind of 
edge and energy this pedestrian 
effort otherwise lacks. Arlington 
Capitol, suburbs. 


N 
**1/2 NEXT STOP, WONDER- 
LAND (1998). Miramax head 
Harvey Weinstein shelled out $6 
million for Brad Anderson's 


romantic comedy about Erin 
(Hope Davis), a nurse newly jilted 
by her left-wing radical boyfriend, 
and Alan (Alan Gelfant), a 











| 


plumber struggling through college 
and volunteering at the Aquarium 
with hopes of becoming a marine 
biologist. Erin and Alan seem per- 
fect for each other, but they spend 
the entirety of the film circulating 
through the same urban venues 
and recursively coming into near- 
contact. Will they ever meet? 
That's the question that keeps 
Next Stop, Wonderland afloat, and 
though Davis and Gelfant are ami- 
able enough, the real hook here is 
the witty script that Anderson 
wrote with actor Lyn Vaus, the 
energetic craftsmanship and our 
own opulent cityscape — the 
movie was shot in Boston and 
makes use of such landmarks as 
Wonderland Racetrack, the New 
England Aquarium, and the 
Burren pub in Davis Square. 
Kendall Square (final week), sub- 
urbs. 


P 
PAPER AIRPLANES (1996). 
Farhad Mehranfan's film is about 
the culture clash/exchange that 
results when the Iranian ministty 
of culture sends an open-air cine- 
ma to a mountainous area of 
northern Iran. Museum of Fine 
Arts. 
**1/2 PLEASANTVILLE (1998). 
Fabulist screenwriter Gary Ross 
(Big, Dave), making his directing 
debut, has created a film that's 
visually brilliant and gorgeous but 
whose premise is more inspired 
than its execution. Nerdy David 
(Tobey Maguire), who seeks 
solace from the dysfunctional '90s 
in reruns of Pleasantville, a Father 
Knows Best-like sit-com from the 
‘50s, gets zapped back into the 
black-and-white, Edenic world of 
the series, along with his cooler 
sister Jennifer (Reese Wither- 
spoon). But when the teens intro- 
duce the residents to the forbid- 
den fruits of sex (as in other '50s 
sit-coms, married couples sleep in 
separate beds) and knowledge 
(books are blank-paged props), 
they inadvertently change the 
town for better and worse. Ross's 
most tantalizing suggestions (that 
ideas and art can be as life-chang- 
ing as sex) are left frustratingly 
undeveloped — like the town, 
Pleasantville the movie is a lovely 
place to visit but one whose. sur- 
face charms don’t bear much 
scrutiny. Harvard Square, Allston, 
suburbs. 
THE PRINCE OF EGYPT (1998). 
See our review, on page 8. Cheri, 
Fresh Pond, Circle, suburbs. 
* *1/2 PSYCHO (1998). This 
remake from Gus Van Santis the 
consummate postmodernist arti- 
fact but still doesn’t offer enough 
wit and wisdom to warrant its $20 
million price tag. Anne Heche pro- 
vides more depth and spirit. as 
Marion Crane than did Janet Leigh 
in her somewhat brittle portrayal; 
Heche is a shrewd and sexy oper- 
ator worthy of the post-feminist 
"90s. But as Norman Bates, the 
towering Vince Vaughn lacks any 
of Anthony Perkins’s innocence 
and vulnerability. Julianne Moore 
is campily butch and pluckily 
resourceful as Marion's sister; 
William H. Macy sports weird 
headgear as the private investiga- 
tor. As for the direction, Van Sant 
makes a number of puzzling 
changes (the stormy sky, the 
naked woman, and the sheep 
flashing through the murder mon- 
tages; the long crane shot of the 
police searching the swamp dur- 
ing the closing credits). Any expla- 
nation would probably be as per- 
functory and anti-climactic as the 
Oedipal accounting that the psy- 
chiatrist — here dutifully played by 
Robert Forster — offers for 
Norman's behavior. The lights 
may be on in this Bates Motel, but 
there’s nobody home. Copley 
Place, Fresh Pond, Circle, sub- 
urbs. 


R 
**1/2 THE RUGRATS MOVIE 
(1998). The popular Nickelodeon 
kids’ TV show gets the full-blown 


big-screen treatment here. Diaper- 


clad “rugrat” Tommy Pickles is 
suffering from a parental-attention 
deficit after his newly arrived 
brother steals his thunder. None of 
Tommy's fellow “rats” particularly 
appreciates the screaming 
neonate either, so they decide to 
return him to the hospital and get 
a refund. In the process they pile 
into a dinosaurian big-wheel 
(invented by Tommy’s sensitive 
but floundering father), career 
through the city, and get lost in the 
woods. As they try to find their 
way home, they encounter a big, 
bad wolf, get assaulted by a band 
of mischievous monkeys, and 
learn their first big life lesson 
about the value of friendship and 
family. The animation is top-notch, 
and though the film boasts some 
MTV-pulsed vignettes, The 
Rugrats Movie is solid on family 
values and a reasanably good 
time for the whole mini-van clan. 
Copley Place, Fresh Pond, Circle, 
suburbs. 

* 1/2 RUSH HOUR (1998). Forget 
its racist stereotypes and unin- 
spired plot lines and half of Brett 
Ratner’s film is a helluva lot of fun. 





That half stars Jackie Chan doing 
what he does best, kicking butt. 
Too bad the lesser half of this 
buddy movie, Chris Tucker, 
makes you feel you're stuck in 
gridlock. The story has Chan's 
Inspector Lee brought from Hong 
Kong to the US by his long-time 
friend Consul Han after Han’'s 
daughter gets kidnapped by terror- 
ists. Naturally the FBI won't have 
anything to do with Lee, so the 
feds assign Tucker's Carter, a 
wise-cracking LAPD detective, to 
babysit him; and naturally Carter 
resists Lee’s assistance before the 
pair bridge the cultural divide and 
bring matters to a tidy B-movie 
resolution. It's too bad that Chan's 
brilliantly choreographed martial- 
arts escapades (and Ratner’'s con- 
siderable technical prowess) are 
mired in Tucker's mugging. All 
Rush Hour proves is that, no mat- 
ter how great a martial artist he is, 
Chan can't negotiate an off-ramp 
from an American traffic jam. 
Arlington Capitol. 


Ss 
LA SEPARATION (1998). See 


“Trailers.” on page 9. Coolidge 


Corner. 

**x*A SIMPLE PLAN (1998). 
Sam Raimi's adaptation of Scott 
B. Smith's bestselling thriller pre- 
vails over predictability because of 
its canny subtlety, depth of char- 
acter, and literate intelligence. Set 
in Minnesota, the film opens on a 
pair of brothers, respectable Hank 
(Bill Paxton) and jobless, crack- 
brained Jacob (Billy Bob 
Thornton), leaving Hank's wife, 
Sarah (a blandly sinister and vast- 
ly pregnant Bridget Fonda) and 
setting off to pay their respects at 
their father's gravesite, accompa- 
nied by on of Jacob's buddies, the 
even more disreputable Lou 
(Brent Briscoe). When they stum- 
ble across a downed airplane with 
$4 million, Sarah contrives 
schemes to keep it from the 
searchers and keep loose can- 
nons Jacob and Lou out in the 
cold. Fonda's character is the 
film's weak link in Raimi's Plan — 
she’s resolutely unsympathetic, 
and in the end she becomes a 
misogynistic scapegoat. But at its 
best, A Simple Plan evokes the 
bleak gothic misanthropy of 
Flannery O'Connor, a breath of 
melancholy cooling its most blood- 
curdling moments. Nickelodeon, 
Harvard Square, Circle, suburbs. 
*x*x*xSLAMNATION (1998). 
Directed by Emmy-winner Paul 
Devlin, whose past credits include 
NBC.«and CBS Olympics and 
ESPN2's Extreme Games 101, 
SlamNation is a feature-length 
documentary about the 1996 
National Poetry Slam in Portland, 
Oregon. Devlin approaches the 
event from a sports-journalism 
perspective, offering insight into 
the psychology of the participants, 
their pre-competition strategies, 
and the glory of the struggle 
through before-and-after inter- 
views and live footage of the slam. 
And the articulate, adrenaline-driv- 
en performances by, among oth- 
ers, Saul Williams, former Globe 
columnist Patricia Smith, and 
Taylor Mali combine with Devlin's 
fast-paced editing to make 
SlamNation an exciting and enter- 
taining effort. Museum of Fine 
Arts. 

***1/2 SMOKE SIGNALS 
(1998). The first feature film con- 
ceived, written, directed, and 
(mostly) acted by Native 
Americans, Chris Eyre’s picture 
from a sublime screenplay by nov- 
elist/poet Sherman Alexie is sweet 
and funny, and also fearlessly 
emotional. Victor (Adam Beach) 
lives on Idaho's Coeur d’Aléne 
Indian Reservation with his 
resilient mother (Tantoo Cardinal) 
and his alcoholic father (Gary 
Farmer). When Victor is 12, his 
dad takes off for Arizona, aban- 
doning wife and son. Later a bitter 
Victor, now grown into early man- 
hood, learns that his wandering 
dad is dead in a trailer, in the 
desert outside Phoenix. Since he 
has no money for a Greyhound 
bus to Arizona to claim the body, 
he's forced to bring along some- 
one who'll pay both their ways, a 
four-eyed, uncool geek named 
Thomas Builds-the-Fire (Evan 
Adams) who's prone to shut his 
eyes and weave long, weird, 
impossibly opaque, Indian stories. 
The road trip becomes, of course, 
a mythic pilgrimage, a psychic 
journey. Victor's poisonous anger 
toward his father, toward every- 
one, is tamed a bit by Thomas's 
unwavering kindness, openness, 
morality. But it's at the end that 
Smoke Signals soars to the uni- 
versal, with a voiceover reading of 
Dick Lourie’s mighty poem 
“Forgiving Our Fathers.” West 
Newton, suburbs. 

*1/2 A SOLDIER’S DAUGHTER 
NEVER CRIES (1998). Nor need 
she, for if she's the daughter of 
brilliant novelist James Jones, 
hers is a privileged life. Yet the 
sole reason Kaylie Jones's tepid 
novel-memoir was ‘committed to 


‘tiiny — her. relationship to the 
* famed“author —.has been effaced 


by the film’s insistence on 


pseudonyms. Not that Kris 
Kristofferson’s Jones manqué 
character has much to do with 
anything — he broods avuncularly 
on the fringes, his genius and 
demons irrelevant, with Barbara 
Hershey a more engaging pres- 
ence as his wife. None of Jones's 
dark, edgy talent seems to have 
found its way into this account 
from Kaylie (played by a passive 
Leelee Sobieski), an episodic, 
humdrum tale of growing up in 
Paris in the '60s, relating to her 
adoptive brother, and dealing with 
high-school dating on her family’s 
return to America. Daughter is 
directed by James Ivory, whose 
pointless period window dressing 
and dramatic inertia underscore 
the insipidity of this confessional 
indulgence. West Newton, sub- 
urbs. 

**x*x SPIRITS OF THE DEAD 
(1968). This is a trilogy based on 
macabre stories by Edgar Allan 
Poe. Jane Fonda stars in Roger 
Vadim's woeful opening tale as a 
Lucrezia Borgia-like middle-ages 
hussy. who takes bisexual baths 
with female underlings; when her 
cousin (Peter Fonda) rejects her 
advances, she burns him in a barn 
fire. It's funnier to describe than it 
is to watch. Louis Malle's “William 
Wilson,” two young men, both with 
the title name, are shadow ene- 
mies. The original Wilson (Alain 
Delon) is a determined-to-be-igno- 
minious guy who cheats Bardot 
(under a black wig) in a poker 
game and gets to whip her bared 
back, again and again. The sec- 
ond Wilson comes to the damsel’s 
rescue. Tale three is Federico 
Fellini's marvelous, modern-day 
updating of “Toby Dammit,” with 
Terence Stamp a hoot as a drunk- 
en British actor who comes to Italy 
to star in a Catholic Western only 
because he's been promised a 
new Ferrari. Fellini populates his 
film with oodles of funny movie 
people coming at the out-of-it 
Toby, and then there’s a seamless 
segue into a chilling, Corman-like 
horror-movie ending. French 
Library. 

STAR TREK: INSURRECTION 
(1998). See “Trailers,” on page 9. 
Cheri, Fresh Pond, Circle, sub- 
urbs. 

* ***x STRANGER THAN PAR- 
ADISE (1984). Writer/director Jim 
Jarmusch eavesdrops on the lives 
of three listless, apathetic souls 
who have almost nothing to say to 
each other, and he keeps you 
thoroughly entertained. Filmed in 
beautifully.austere black-and- 
white, this post-Warho! burlesque 
is structured as a series of dead- 
pan blackout sketches; the three 
characters walk around in a state 
of utter indifference, but Jarmusch 
captures this with such casual 
ease that the film's lack of affecta- 
tion becomes a source of near- 
subliminal comedy. John Lurie is 
the hostile, monosyllabic-hipster 
hero; Richard Edson is his literal- 
minded best friend; and Eszter 
Balint is Lurie’s teenage 
Hungarian cousin, who quickly 
gets onto the wavelength of 
punked-out American noncha- 
lance. Brattle. 


T 
TEN BENNY (1998). See 
“Trailers,” on page 9. Kendall 
Square (this week only). 
***«1/2 THERE’S SOMETHING 
ABOUT MARY (1998). With this 
take on true love, the plight of the 
handicapped, and the perennial 
inconvenience of taking a leak, 
Peter and Bobby Farrelly have 
created the most hilarious and 
Strangely moving gross-out come- 
dy since their own Kingpin. Ted 
Stroehmann (Ben Stiller, the mas- 
ter of painful phallic comedy since 
Flirting with Disaster) is still yearn- 
ing for Mary (Cameron Diaz), their 
prom date 13 years earlier having 
been ruined when the conjunction 
of a zipper with his private parts 
sent him to the hospital. He hires 
private detective Pat Healy (Matt 
Dillon) to track Mary down in 
Florida, but the unprincipled Pat 
tries to win her for himself. In the 
end it's Ted’s sympathy for Mary's 
mentally retarded brother (W. Earl 
Brown) that makes him the most 
appealing of her suitors. Stiller is 
one of the more underrated come- 
dians around, and Diaz, the clos- 
est thing to a human sunbeam on 
the screen, could convince even 
Jonathan Swift that humanity's 
beauty transcends its grossness 
and frailty. Arlington Capitol, sub- 
urbs. 
THE THIN MAN GOES HOME 
(1944). The now-retired private 
detective Nick Charles (William 
Powell) returns to his home town, 
where his elderly parents reproach 
him because he didn't become a 
doctor. But his private-eye stuff 
soon proves handy when he and 
Nora (Myrna-Loy) investigate the 
murder of a local housepainter. 
Coolidge Corner. 
x*exxe TOUCH ~OF- EVIL 
(1958/98). Based on a Whit 
Masterson novel, Orson. Welles’s 
breathtaking baroque thriller about 
police corruption in a border town 
got butchered by Universal, but 
now that the 58-page memo he 














wrote the studio in its defense has 
come to light, it's possible to real- 
ize something like his original 
vision. Gone are the credits past- 
ed onto the beginning, and instead 
of the now familiar jazzy Henry 
Mancini score, the scene is 
enveloped by the ambient sound 
Welles intended, a cacophony of 
car horns, randy jukeboxes, bleat- 
ing goats, and a doomed car 
radio. Other changes are subtle 
but comprehensive, drawing you 
inexorably into the eddying 
streams of narrative and the 
sourly claustrophobic setting. The 
peculiarly effective cast includes 
Welles himself as the wrecked, 
slovenly, rotted-soul police chief, 
Charlton Heston as the Hispanic 
fed he tries to frame, Marlene 
Dietrich as a jaded Gypsy with 
immense earrings, Akim Tamiroff 
as an excitable gangster, and, as 
Heston’s bride, Janet Leigh, who 
has a creepy, pre-Psycho 
encounter in a motel. West 
Newton, Somerville Theatre, sub- 
urbs. 


Vv 
* xx VELVET 
(1998). Along with taking its name 
from an obscure Bowie tune, Todd 
Haynes's rock drama is inspired 
by the rise and fall of Ziggy 
Stardust and the Spiders from 
Mars, the glammiest of all of David 
Bowie's many mutations. But 
Haynes is much more interested 
in metaphors and surfaces than in 
depth or naturalism — which 
makes him the perfect filmmaker 
to attempt the story of glam, a styl- 
ized musical movement that was 
all about elaborate veneers and 
logic-defying fantasies. After hint- 
ing that Bowie may be a time-trav- 
eling Oscar Wilde (the original pop 
idol?), the film turns into postmod- 
ern Citizen Kane. Brian Slade, 
who, give or take some eyeshad- 
ow, is Bowie, serves as this film's 
Charles Foster Kane; Arthur 
Stuart (played by Christian Bale) 
is the reporter digging through a 
murky past to uncover the truth 
about him. Like glam rock itself, 
the film doesn’t bother with heavy 
character or plot development — 
which makes Velvet Goldmine 
more compelling as rock criticism 
than as entertaining cinema. It's 
an argument in favor of music that 
reaches recklessly for the stars, of 
theater, of androgyny, of spiders 
from Mars. Coolidge Corner. 
*& x & x VERTIGO (1958). In Alfred 
Hitchcock's mesmerizing romantic 
thriller, James Stewart plays a 
retired San Francisco police 
detective with a paralyzing fear of 
heights engaged to follow a beau- 
tiful woman (Kim Novak) who 
believes she's the reincarnation of 
her great-grandmother. The film 
turns into the story of a man 
obsessed with a love who seems 
lost in the past. And as the story 
gradually unravels, becoming a 
dreamy, poetic meditation on the 
nature of sexual desire, time, and 
mystery itself, questions of realism 
and conventional narrative sus- 
pense come to seem almost 
beside the point. Brattle. 
* *xVERY BAD THINGS (1998). 
The really bad thing about 
Chicago Hope actor Peter Berg’s 
debut feature isn’t the clueless 
male characters’ boozing, whor- 
ing, coke snorting, and serial 
killing — it’s pert and driven Laura 
(Cameron Diaz, minus hair gel 
and sunny disposition), the bride- 
to-be of colorless stockbroker Kyle 
(Jon Favreau, long-suffering to the 
point of inertia). She provides Kyle 
with abundant reason to seek the 
temporary escape of a bachelor 
party in Las Vegas with his bud- 
dies: conscience-stricken Adam 
(Daniel Stern); Adam's loose-can- 
non younger brother, Michael 
(Jeremy Piven); blue-collar odd 
man out Charles (Leland Orser); 
hedonistic, smooth-talking Robert 
(Christian Slater). Naturally the 
partiers get stoked on booze, 
drugs, rock and roll, and the 
inevitable stripper; and when she 
dies on them, the Nietzschean 
Robert convinces everyone that 
evading responsibility is the truly 
heroic path. Berg clearly delights 
in shaking off network restrictions, 
but his imagination and his moral 
insight seem confined to the plati- 
tudes of the tube. Although Very 
Bad Things indulges in its title 
indiscretions and punishes itself 
for them, the film never comes 
close to understanding the under- 
lying good and evil. Copley Place, 
suburbs. 


Ww 
* * 1/2 WAKING NED DEVINE 
(1998). This Irish tall tale has nei- 
ther the comic nor the social edge 
of, say, The Full Monty, but it does 
sport a pair of genial perfor- 
mances. Sweetly cunning Jackie 
O'Shea (lan Bannen) and sweetly 
gullible Michael O'Sullivan (David 
Kelly) are trying to learn who 
among the two-digit populace of 
their tiny coastal village has won 
the National Lottery. Their ruses 
include Sending invitations to a 
chicken dinner that gathers the 


“usual local eccentrics:“an elderly 


shopkeeper with the hots for 


GOLDMINE 

















Michael; a single mother and her 
pig-farmer suitor, who smelis of 
his trade; an arrogant big-city 
returnee; and a nasty crone in a 
wheelchair. Only old Ned Devine 
is missing, and our heroes’ ploys 
to separate him from his ticket 
range from the mordantly hilarious 
to the tiresome. Although framed 
by a prologue and a coda that are 
small comic gems, and sparked by 
the breezy charm of the two leads, 
Ned Devine mostly just lies in 
state. Nickelodeon, Kendall 
Square. 

**1/2 THE WATERBOY (1998). 
Directed by. The Wedding Singer's 
Frank Coraci, this Adam Sandler 
vehicle finds him mixing equal 
parts lovable oaf and crazed 
mauler to create a movie as 
uneven as his character's moods. 
Sandler's Bobby Bouchet is water- 
boy for a down-and-out Louisiana 
college football team led by Coach 
Klein (a bored Henry Winkler). 
Surprise surprise, the waterboy 
turns out to be the world’s greatest 
tackler once he channels his neg- 
ative energy, and soon Sandler is 
doing what he does best — beat- 
ing on everyone around him. Of 
course, each bang gets a little less 
exciting, and many gut-busting 
scenes are spaced out with 
wearying stretches of filler. Also, 
Bobby's psychotically restrictive 
mother (Kathy Bates in overbear- 
ing Southern mode) is more sad 
than funny. But if Sandler is truly 
determined to soften his image, 
his persona in here is an accept- 
able compromise. Copley Place, 
Fresh Pond, Chestnut Hill, sub- 
urbs. 

**xx*WILL IT SNOW FOR 
CHRISTMAS? (1997). December 
is like every other month in 
Sandrine Veysett’s tender, melan- 
choly, affecting first feature: seven 
little children slave over the farm 
work, lorded over by their unfeel- 
ing, mercenary father (Daniel 
Ducal). The seven are bastards; 
their dad spends his quality time 





at the home of his legitimate fami- 7 


ly, leaving the brood with their 
mom (Dominique Raymond), 
whom he met long after his mar- 
riage, courted, impregnated, and 
placed down in this second farm. 
The narrative climaxes on 
Christmas Eve, with the father, 
typically, far away. Mother and 


children, abandoned ali, snuggle © 


together in a lonely, stoical night & 


of silly jokes, songs, and horse- 
play, hoping that snowflakes will 
fall outside. Veysett’s heartbreaker 
was selected by French critics as 
Best Film of 1997. Harvard Film 
Archive. 

* *xWINGS OF DESIRE (1988). 
The protagonists in «Wim 
Wenders’s fantasy are a pair of 


angels, Damiel (Bruno Ganz) and © 
Cassiel (Otto Sander), who drift = 


around Berlin observing people, 
listening in on their private long- 
ings and wishing that they too 
could become mortal. With the 
help of former angel Peter Falk, 
Damiel realizes this dream 


(wherein the film goes from black | 


and white to color), but his 
romance with a beautiful trapeze 
artist (Solveig Dommartin) is 
more like fantasy than real life, 
and the Berlin ambiance is 
strangely opaque and abstract. 
Brattle. 

*x*x*x*xTHE WIZARD OF OZ 
(1939). One of the screen's indeli- 
ble fantasies, this version of L. 
Frank Baum’s classic somehow 
manages — in all its wonderful 
excess — to transcend kitsch. Of 
course it’s not all sweetness and 
innocence. Just consider those 
twisters languidly, inexorably 
lolling across the Kansas gray- 
ness, the phallic funnels looming 
over the closed, womblike shelter 
of the storm cellar. The macabre 
spectacle of the Wicked Witch of 
the East’s feet, robbed of their 
Ruby Slippers, shriveling up 
under Dorothy's house. Or the 
Winged Monkeys, their formations 
filling the sky like a cross between 


Goya's Sleep of Reason and the | 


Luftwaffe. Then you'll want to ask 


yourself how Dorothy's quest with | 


her three needy, dysfunctional § 


friends (Kansas farmhands meta- 


morphosed into types of their own § 


inadequacy) relates to current § 


pop-psychological issues of 
empowerment and passive 
aggression. Is the film a Freudian, 
feminist, or Marxist allegory? Is 
Oz merely Kansas transformed by 
Dorothy's libidinous wish fulfill- 
ment (she is, after all, the 16- 
year-old Judy Garland) and early 
Technicolor? Is the man behind 
the curtain a metaphor for the 
dubious magic of the motion-pic- 
ture industry itself? Certainly the 
final revelation is indisputable: 
reality doesn’t matter as much as 
image, and illusion is as effective 
as truth if you believe in it, even if 
only for 90 minutes of screen 
time. West Newton, Arlington 


Capitol, Somerville Theatre, sub-§ 


urbs. 


Y 
YOU'VE GOT MAIL (1998). See 
our review, on page 9. Cheri, 
Fresh Pond, Chestnut Hill, sub- 
urbs. 
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